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HOW LENINISTS FIGHT FOR SOCIAL INSURANCE
Washington Congress
JSotable Achievement
Os United Front Policy

Despite Sabotage of A. F. of L. Officialdom, Many
Unions As Well As Broad Group of Organic

zations United Around Program
By I. Amter

fPHE National Congress for Unemployment and Social In-
represented the broadest united front of arty

character that has been held in the United States in recent
years. This united front, despite the opposition of all the
reformist and reactionary leaders in the country, brought
together a large number of trade <3
Unionists of the A. F. of L., inde- j
pendent and T. U. U. L. unions, of ;
fraternal organisations, unem-
ployed, veteran, professional, white 1
collar, Negro, church organisations. !
etc.' Despite the sabotaging actions
of the reactionary leaders, members
of the A. F. of L. and independent
unions sat side by side and dis-
cussed most earnestly the problem
that had brought them together in
Washington—the need of some se-
curity under the present system, the
demand for the enactment of the j
Workers Bill H. R. 2827.

William Green did everything in j
his

_ power to prevent the united
front and the participation of A.
F. of L. unions in the Congress.
During the period of the prepara-
tions of the Congress, and prior to
it,' he circularized the locals and
central labor bodies, calling the
Workers Bill a Communist bill and
asserting that the Communists are
not "interested in the enactment of
any bill but are carrying on the
campaign and holding the Congress
only to promote their political pro-
gram. During the preparations for
the Congress. Green and Frank
Morrison tried to stop the discus-

Workers!
Enter the

Special
Subscription

CONTEST
Ist Prize—A Free Trip

'to the Soviet Union.
2nd Prize—A Month m
t Any Workers’ Camp,

or SSO in Cash.
3rd Prize—Two Weeks

In Any Workers’ Camp
or $25 in Cash.

~4ih, sth, 6th, 7th, Bth,
9th and 10th Prizes—
One Week in Any
Workers’ Camp, or sl2
in Cash.

of the Contest—
I — Open to all readefs and support-

era of the Dally Worker. (Staff
members and those employed In the
Dally Worker District Offices ex-
cluded.)

g—Contest to start January 5, 1935
“ : (midnight), and to close April 5,
1935 (midnight).
q—All contestants must register with
**. the ’ national office of the Dally
Worker. . ’

a —Contestants must enter all sub-’ scription upon Special Contest
Subscription Blanks (obtainable at
time of registration).
c—All contest subscriptions must be

forwarded to the national office
of the Daily Worker immediately for
registration to the credit of the con-
testant.
st*—Those competing for the firstu prize (a free trip to the Soyiet
tlnioni must secure a miniaiuM of
25

.
yearly subscriptions, or their'equivalent. (Those securing the most

obVer 25, win the trip to the SovietUnion.) Those competing for the
other nine prizes must secure a min-
imum of ten yearly subscriptions, or
their equivalent. (The nine securelng the most subscriptions win the
prizes.)
«v—Half-yearly, quarter-yearly and
.

1 Saturday subscriptions will be
'credited in the contest as follows:
2.six-month subs equal 1 yearly sub.;
4 quarter-yearly subs, equal 1 yearly

4 Saturday subs, equal 1 yearly
sub.
o—Contest subscriptions will only be
° credited when obtained ftom new
Subscribers, or from subscribers
whose subscriptions have expired fora period of two months or more.
A—* AH contest subscriptions regis-
,tered must be accompanied by
cash payment in full.
1 A—The contest is only open to

Individuals.
llEvery worker entering the eon-

test automatically beoomes a
-member of the Dally Worker ShockBrigade Tfoeps. (Every registered
contestant will receive an attrac-
tive Shock Brigader Button upon re-
ceipt of his first subscription to the
contest.!
-I 9—Every worker competing for the
1 . first prize (a free trip to the

Soviet Union), must sign a- special
contest pledge card, acknowledging
the contestant’s Intention tD secure a
minimum of 25 yearly subscriptions.
Those competing for the other nine
prizes must sign the pledge card ac-
knowledging their intention to secure
a minimum of 10 yearly subscrip-
tions. (Pledge cards will be avall-

t able at all points of registration for
’ the contest.)
KK'*n the event of a tie, duplicate

es will be awarded to the tyhif

OnSßy Worker
1 East 13th Street

New York, N. Y.

I sion of the Congress and the elec-
tion of delegatee, by again slander-

j ing the Congress. In some cases,
j where in the locals there were no
effective rank and file groups,

I Green succeeded in intimidating
the locals. But despite this, 306
locals sent delegates. Many more
would have sent delegates, but they

1 had no funds.
Green's Maneuvers

Green thought he could confuse
| the rank and file of the A. F. of L.,
by putting forward “his own” bill,

j This bill tried to approach the de-
mands in the Workers Bill. “His"

j bill called for unemployment com-
pensation equivalent to 50 per cent
of the worker’s wage, but no less
than sls a week, and to continue
over a period of 26 weeks. Green
put this forward on December 11.
He called on the locals of the A.

: F. Os L. to consider this bill their
bill. Three days later, Green voted

| for the bill proposed by the Ad-
i visory Council of the National Com-
mittee on Economic Recovery, which
called for 50 per cent of theworker's
wage, but not to exceed sls a week
and to continue for a lesser period.
The Advisory Council' proposal pro-
vided for one week's compensation
for each four weeks’ of previous
woTk. Thus if a worker had worked

; for 20 weeks, he would be entitled
to compensation for one fourth of

I the number of weeks he had
I worked, namely 5 weeks, and then

| would have no further claim. Sim-
ilarly to the provisions of the Green

: bill, the fund would be created byj means of a tax on the payroll,
which would be handed on to the
consumer, in the form of a con-
sumers’ or sales tax. In other
words, the workers would have to

| pay for their own insurance. Both
| bills excluded the present unem-
) ployed.

This was Green’s grandstand play
in order to prevent the rank ana
file and local unions of the A. F. of
L. from uniting their forces with
the workers of other organizations
in the struggle for genuine unem-
ployment and social insurance.

Frank Gorman, of the United
Textile Workers, who at the U. T.
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W. convention a few months ago in
New York unanimously endorsed
the Workers Bill, toured the south
speaking at one local after the
other against the sending of dele-
gates to the National Congress. This
Is the aarne Frank Gorman who
sold out the textile strike, and did
everything in his power to prevent
the rank and file from fighting for
the carrying out of their own de-

j cisions. Despite his sabotage and
J threats to the locals, southern tex-
tile workers attended the Congress.

The Socialist-controlled unem-
ployed organizations had endorsed

i the Workers Bill, but their leaders
both refused to participate in the

i sponsoring committee for arranging
the Congress, and also sabotaged
the participation of their organ-
izations in the Congress. David
Lasser, allagedly speaking for the

' group, tried to prevent the sending
I of delegates—but they came none-
theless. He himself, attended the
Congress as an “observer'’ sent by
his own local Central Committee of
New York City. What were the ob-
jections of these leaders? They al-
ledged that the National Unemploy-
ment Council believes and promotes
“dual unionism.” This supposedly
would prevent A. F. of L. unions
from participating in joint action.
What a disappointment it was to :
Lasser who saw and heard A. F.
of L. union representatives speak
at the Congress, pledging their full
support to the Workers BUI and
the plan of action to force enact-
ment of the Bill!

Other Saboteurs
A. J. Muste, William Truax and !

Anthony Ramuglia, now part of the
Trotzkyite counter - revolutionary I
American Workers’ Party, tried to
split the forces of the working class
in the struggle for the Workers’
Bill, by promising their supporters
in the National Unemployed League
“Independent action” on the Bill on
Jan. 21. Then they postponed It
to Jan. 24, and again to Feb. 12.
Anything to prevent united action
for their own counter-revolutionary
purposes! Despite the complete
sabotage of the preparations for the |
Congress, to which they likewise !
were invited, despite their efforts to
expel militant leaders of the N.U.L.
who went as delegates to the con-
gress (Lehigh Valley, Pa., and Mus-
kingum County, Ohio), the dele-
gates came and will fight out at
home the sabotaging, splitting tac-
tics of these so-called “revolution-
ary” leaders.

How stupid it sounds when one
reads in the organ of these people
the following from the pen of Ar-
nold Johnson, national secretary of
the National Unemployed League!

“Another asemblage at Wash-
ington which deserves only sus-
picion from the unemployed is the
so-called Congress for Unemploy-
ment and Social Insurance, which
is in reality a masquerade pre-
liminary to the second annual
convention of the discredited Un-
employment Councils of the Com-
munist Party.”
Johnson and his colleagues boy-

cotted the Congress, refused to add
the forces of the National Unem-ployed League to those of the
unions, unemployed organizations—

It is flying in the face of reality
to expect a broad movement spon-
sored on the one hand by only
one section of the unemployed
organizations in this country, the
hopelessly sectarian Unemployed
Councils, and on the other hand,
having as signatory to the con-
gress call the dual T.U.U.L.
unions, which can only alienate
the broad masses of workers and
the unions affiliated to the A. F.
of L.”
In spite of the “hopeless sec-

tarianism” of the National Unem-
ployment Council, and the cooper-
ation not only of T.U.U.L. but also
of A, F. of L. and independent
union* in the sponsorship and In
the work of organizing the con-
gress, the record stands as follows:

A. F. of L. delegates: 328.
Independent union delegates: 142.
T.U.U.L. delegates: 218.
All told, there were 1,180 union-

ists in the Congress, this including
628 members of the A. F. of L.

How “hopelessly sectarian.” the
Communists and the National Un-
employment CouncU are! How
prophetic the Lovestoneites were!
What asses they made of themselves
at the Congress!

and at the same time they carried
on a campaign of terror against the
locals of the N. U. L. that refused
to accept this splitting policy.

What does it mean when the
Lovestoneites, who are being
thrown out of the leadership of
unions, where their shady methods
and collaboration with the reaction-
ary A. F. of L. officials have cost

them the confidence of the rank
and file, come to the Congress with
a finished mimeographed leaflet de-
claring that:

“The manner in which the
present National Congress for
Unemployment and Social Insur-
ance was cslled and the orienta-
tion of its leadership has hindered
the building of a broad movement.

Workers’ Unemployment, Old Age
And Social Insurance Bill, HR2827

The Workers Unemployment and Social Insurance bill, formerly
H. R. 7598 in the last Congress, and now numbered H. R. 2827, is here-with given in full.

The Workers’ Bill was presented to Congressman Lundeen by theNational Sponsoring Committee for the National Congress for Unem-
ployment insurance, which convened Jan. 5. The bill was improvedby the Sponsoring Committee In line with suggestions of thousands of
workers and their organisations, congressman Lundeen, against thedesires of the Sponsoring Committee, made several changes in the bill.
The Workers Bill, with the few changes made by Lundeen, which is nowbefore the present Congress follows:

SEC. I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, thatthis Act shall be known by the title "The Workers’ Unemployment,Old Age and Social Insurance Act.”
SEC. 3. The Secretary of Labor Is hereby authorized anddirected to provide for the immediate establishment of a system ofunemployment insurance for the purpose of providing compensationfor all workers and farmers above 18 years of age, who are un-employed through no fault of their own.
Such compensation shall be equal to average local wages insuch occupation but shall, in no case, be less than *lO per week plus3 l°r vTh dependent

" Worker». w»»ng and able to do full-timework, but unable to secure full-time employment, shall be entitledto receive the difference between their earnings and the averagelocal wages in such occupation for full-time employment. The mini-mum compensation guaranteed by this Act shall be increased inconformity with rises in the cost of living.
Such unemployment insurance ahail be administerd and con-trolled, and the minimum compensation shall be adjusted by work-ers and farmers under rules and regulations which shall be pre-scribed by the Secretary of Labor in conformity with the purposesand provisions of this Act, through unemployment Insurance com-missions directly elected By members of workers’ and farmers’

organizations.
SEC. 3. The Secretary of Labor is hereby further authorizedand directed to provide for the immediate establishment of othersystems of social insurance for the purpose of providing compensa-

tion for all workers and farmers who are unable to work becauseof sickness, old-age, maternity, industrial injury or any other dis-ability. uch compensation shall be the same as provided by Sec-
tion 2 of this Act for unemployment Insurance and shall be admin-
istered in like manner.

Compensation for disability because of maternity shall be paid
to women during the period of eight weeks previous and eight
weeks following childbirth.

SEC. 4. All moneys necessary to pay the compensation guaran-
teed by this Ac( and the cost of establishing and maintaining the
administration of this Act shall be paid by the Government of the
United States. All such moneys are hereby appropriated out of
all funds in the Treasury of thfe United States not otherwise appro-
priated. Further taxation if necessary to provide funds for the pur-
pose of this Act, shall be levied on Inheritances, gifts, and individual
and corporation incomes of $5,000 a year and over. The benefits of
this Act shaU be extended to workers, whether they be industrial,
agricultural, domestic, office or professional workers, and to fanners,
without discrimination because of age, sex, race, color, religious or
political opinion or affiliation. No worker or farmer shall be dis-
qualified from receiving the compensation guaranteed by this Act
because of past participation in strikes, refusal to work in place of
strikers, or at less than average local or trade union Wages, or under
unsafe or unsanitary conditions, or where hours are longer than the
prevailing union standards of a particular trade or locality, or at
any unreasonable distance from home.

What Congress Showed
The National Congress showed

What can be done on the issue of
the Workers Bill. It showed that
the masses of workers in their or-
ganizations are ready to join ranks
in the fight for genuine unemploy-
ment and social Insurance. It
showed that the pressure has been
exerted by the militant organiza-
tions in this country on the ques-
tion Os the Workers Bill has forced
not only Green and other reform-
ists to make hysterical efforts to
behead the movement—and unsuc-
cessfully—but has also compeHed
the Roosevelt government to adopt
high-speed methods In an effort to
Stem the movement for genuine un-
employment insurance. The readi-
ness of the Congressmen and U. S.
Senators to listen to the delegations
of the Congress, the answers they
were forced to give to the earnest
men and Women who composed the
delegations, show that no longer can
they play around with the issue.
Unemployment and social insurance
has become the central issue before
the country—and the National Con-
gres* was a high point in uniting
and consolidating the forces fight-
ing for the Workers Bill.

Much work Is still to be done.
The hearings before theLabor Com-
mittee of the House of Representa-
tives, the chairman of which has
expressed his support of the Work-
ers Bill, must be well prepared. We
must and will show the U. S. Con-
gress knd the country that we know
whereof we speak when we demand
the enactment of the Workers Bill.
It Is necessary to get the bill also
before the state legislatures and to
prepare for open hearings in simi-
lar manner. This is a most serious
task which the fighters for the
Workers Sill must organize to carry
out without a moment’s delay.

But, above all, the organizing of
committees in all localities for the
Workers Bill; the transformation of
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I the sponsoring committees into such
| committees; the widening of the

| committees by the broadest discus-
sion in all organizations; the ar-
rangement of debates and symposi-
ums; the adoption of resolutions;
the sending of telegrams to Roose-
velt, the Congressmen, and state
legislators; the organizetioh :of
demonstrations, marches and strikes
—these are only part of the task of
popularizing and mobilizing behind
the Workers Bill, H. R. 2827, and
making it the central Issue before
every working class organization.

More than 3,000 locals of the A. F.
bf L. and independent unions en-
dorsed the bill—but their leaders
have done nothing further in the
f"uggle for the adoption of the
Workers Bill. Large fraternal or-
ganizations endorsed the bill and
sent delegates to the Congress. They
end their branches must be rallied
to active support of the Bill. We
must get into the American frater-
nal organizations that face the
same situation in regard to benefits
for their membefs. ~ ....

For Unity of Action
The Muste and Socialist con-

trolled organizations must be drawn
into the struggle for the Workers
Bill. They endorsed It—but the
leaders are preventing them from
uniting in the fight for it. Only
wide pressure from below—despite
all intimidation—will force the lead-
ers of these organizations to re-
verse their position. The fight IS
now on—let these leaders show their

sincerity. They say they stand for
the Workers Bill. Arnold Johnsonstates that we “have degraded the
fight of the unemployed to the par-
liamentary sphere <!).” We declare
that we will use also this "sphere”
just as the Musteiias used tt c»-
Nov. 26 when a delegation went W
Washington to see Miss Perkins.

There is ample room for. .unite*mass action. We invite you to joig.us. The “hopelessly sectarian”- Na-
tional Unemployment Council, witi
the assistance of the militant and
leftward-looking workers and their
organizations brought about the
broadest Congress that this coun-
try has witnessed in years. If you
are sincere, you will come in, and
above all, you will bring all your lo-
cals and followers Into the fight for
the Workers’ Bill.

Less forecasting more united
action. Now is not the time for
Splitting tactics. The workers will no
longer tolerate it. ,

To those workers we particularly
address ourselves: Your leaders de-
nied you the right to work jointly
with your brothers in the A. F. of
L., independent and T. U. U. L.
unions, with the unemployed in the
National Unemployment Council
and other unemployed organiza-
tions, with the fraternal and pro-
fessional organizations. Is not unity
of action our greatest need? If your
leaders cannot choose correctly,
then you should make the choice for
UNITY OF ACTION AGAINST
ALL SPLITTERS!

Organizer Tells How Victory
On Scottsboro Stirred South

(The following incident reported
to the Daily Worker in a letter
from a Southern organizer, is
published as a human decument
of the class struggle which tells
graphically how the Communist
Party Is striking roots among the
Negro workers of the South. The
name of the writer is withheld
for Obvious reasons.)
BIRMINGHAM, Ala., Jan. 18.—

It Was a cold, dark night, about
nine o’clock. I had been sent across
town to deliver a message to one
of the Negro comrades.

I crept up the alley so narrow
that I could almost touch the shacks
on each side. I walked lightly, cau-
tiously, and finding the right house
I tapped gently on the door. No
answer. I tapped again.

I heard movements Inside, and
krieW that the comrades were get-
ting out of bed. Soon the door
was opened and I went in.

The shack had one small room.
The light from the smoldering fire
threw shadows over the placet-two
beds, a table, a cupboard, and clothes
hahglng bn the wall. A dog lay in
front of the fire.

Welles Lauds
Cuban Policy
In CollegeTalk

ATLANTA, Ga., Jan. 18. Just
when the Mendieta regime declares
Cuba Will be ruled by the army
with all constitutional guarantees
suspended for 90 days, former
United States Ambassador Welles
takes occasion to affirm the Roose-
velt regime’s support to the Wall
Street puppet government in the
island. i

Speaking at the first annual meet-
ing of the American colleges at the
Biltmore Hotel here last night
Welles, now assistant Secretary of
State, sought to conceal the declara-
tion of war against the working
class made by President Mendieta
and Col. Batista of Cuba.
“I am happy to say,” Welles de-

clared, “that during the last year
since the assumption of office by
President Mendieta there has been
unmistakable progress towards po-
litical peace and towards economic
recovery.”

This was said at a time when or-
ders were issued to the army to
shoot down any worker or peasant
who went on strike or in any way
stopped the harvest of the sugar
crop in protest against starvation
wages.

won t waste a single copy o*
the Daily Worker. Pa:&> it on to
someone else.

We huddled around the-fire to
keep warm and to read the instruc-
tions I had brought. We talked in
Whispers. Suddenly there' was a
knock on the door. We looked at
each other, but nobody said a word.
Another knock. "Who’s there?”
“Smith,” came the answer. We
breathed easily again as the com-
rade opened the door and Comrade
Smith came into the room. He was
a tall, gaunt Negro in overalls. His

face was beaming as he pulled a
paper out of his pocket. “Great news
in the - paper, comrades! Great
news!” he whispered. We spread the
Daily Worker out on the hearth,
and all read the headlines at once:
“I.L.D. Wins Hearing On Scotts-
boro.” .

As I walked home I thought of
Comrade Smith. I knew that he
couldn’t read a word, but' he was so
anxious to know what Was in the
Daily that he had gone to another
comrade’s house to have hijn read
the headlines. Then he had walked
on to this place to bring the good
news, ahd to hear the rest of the
story. -

-

Guild Makes
WageDeniands
AtNRASession

WASHINGTON, D. 0,, Jan. 18.—
The American Newspaper .Guild
proposed a minimum weekly wage
of $45 and a forty-hour work week
for all news department employes
in an N.R.A. hearing yesterday on
amendments to the Daily Newspa-
per Publishers Code.

The Guild offered its proposal
as a substitute for one submitted
by the code authority which would
establish minimum wages of sl2 to
$25 for news Workers.

Jonothan Eddy, secretary of the
American Newspaper Guild, Robeft
Buck Os the Washington Guild
chapter, and Morris Ernst repre-
sented the Guild at the hearings.
Eddy said the scale proposed by the
pubishers was “entirely inade-
quate to overcome present, condi-
tions.” Ernst showed that the
publishers’ proposals would mean
less than $2 per newspaper in-
crease for all those Covered by the
publishers’ survey.

WANTS BIGGER NAZI POLICE
BERLIN, Jan 18.—In a recent

report, Daluege, the chief of police
for the entire country, opposed the
theory that Germany possesses too
numerous a police force. He pointed
out tht the police force at present
numbers 160,000 men, while it ought
to number 200,000, or even 300,000
men, if it is to follow England’s
example.
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