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| Armed Alabama Thugs
Abduct and Slug Negro
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This photograph of Jobn h:my. taken two wegtn“er he was |
beaten by armed vicilante thugs in Birmingham, shows the mass of |
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Streets of Birmingham, | 1

| ber of the Young Communist

i

on the eastern outskirts of the,
Southern city. o VT
‘s Although the. attack on the Ne-
gro youth occurred a little over
two weeks ago, clear evidence of
the savage brutality to which he
was subjected is still plainly visible |
in the numerous welts and .scars on
his body and face, and the bumps
and gashes on his head, as shown
in the accompanying photograph
taken last Friday in the Daily|
‘Worker office. |

l

e welts and cuts stili phiinly visible on his body.

- Kidnaped While on the _

*| John Harvey, Young Communist, Was Taken to
:|  Woods and Beaten—Aid Later Refused Him |,
r o

< By Cyril Briggs

His head, face and body a mass of ugly welts and cuts,
John Harvey, militant Alabama Negro youth and a mem-

League, arrived in New York |

City last Thursday evening after a narrow escape from

lynching at the hands of a gang of Birmingham
who kidnaped and beat him one¢———

vigilantes

where he lost consciousness. When'
he revived, he went to another
highway where while waiting for
a car to pass by, he again lest con- |
sciousness. This time He revived to ']
find a ‘white man and his wife
bending over him. The couple re- |,
fused to give him a lift, but re- |
turned after an hour with eight or |

| ten white men. The Chief of Police ||
{of Homewood, a small city near!:

Birmingham, was then notified and | |
arrived on the scene, but not to|

4

Seized by Four Men | hunt the kidnapers of the Negro |
was in the company of | youth but to grill Harvey on the |
five other Negro youths on the | 'Teason” why the thugs had found |
morning of Aug. 10, when he was|il “necessary” fo kidnap and beat | |
attacked, he told the Daily Worker | him: “had he_been going with a|]
yesterday. “We were sitting on the | White girl?” “was he foling around | |
side of the road just out of Bir- | With 'em Commue-nists?”
mingham when a 1935 Ford rolled | Police Take No_Action ]
up, and four white men got out.| Harvey was finally taken .to the |
| leaving another whife man at the ' Hillman Hospital ' in Birmingham, | |
wheel. The four men came over | Where doctors stitched the worst | |
to our group and looked us all | cuts in his head, applied fodine to |
over, Then they all four grabbed | the other head cuts buf refused .to ‘1
hold of me, and told me ‘get in treat the cuts: and welts on his |
this car, nigger.’” | body. He was kept in the hospital |
When Harvey protested, and |until the following Tuesday morn- [ 1
asked what “crime” he had com-|ing, when he was discharged, his |
mitted, oné of the gang retorted | body. injuries still not treated. | ¢
{“your crime is too grave to take | ‘Harvey did not recognize any of |)
{you to the jail here. We are tak- the men who kidnaped and beat |t
ing you to Montgomery to Kilby | him, but states he could identify
| Prison.” It is at Kilby Prison that | them if given the opportunity.
| Haywood Patterson and Clarence | Police, however, made no attempt
| Norris, two of the Scottsboro boys, |to arrest any of the gang. Two
| are confined. ' . " | days after the attack on Harvey,
{ All Carry Guns | Birmingham papers reported the
{ Harvey was thrown, protesting, | finding of the body of another
| into the car by the four men, all | Negro worker “who fell off a cliff !
|of whom were armed with auto- | while walking along Shade:Moun-
| matic pistols. As the car started | tain.” :
{off, his captors began quéstioning| The Birmijngham Y. C. L., which |
| Harvey and taking notes of his | provided medical for Harvey
{answers, and finding his answers |after he was discharged from the
| negative, started beating him up in | hospital, 'sent him to New York
the car, Among the questions put | City as soon as he was able to

|

‘ &

{ert Woods, Birmingham secretary
{of the International Labor Defense
y | Who has been twice kidnaped and
. | beaten by vigilantes in the employ

i to him was whether he knew Rob- |travel. Harvey, his militant spirit
unbroken by the vicious attack on
him, told the Daily Worker yester-
day that he was ready to return to
the South in the near future to
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of the Tennessee Coal  and Iron
Company, and Beth Mitchell, an
| I. L. D. organizer. When Harvey |
refused to give information as to!
{'members of the I. L. D., the Y. C. L. |
and other working-class organiza- |

continue his work, or accept any
assignment given him by the Young |
Communist League. A |

Quotas Set,
In Daily Wo

News from the Daily Worker

time all five men got out of
pulled off their coats,
pulled Harvey out of the car by
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