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workers employed in the big factories in the Paris district

are now first proceeding to take up this form of struggle.

The Northern industrial district this time constituted the

advance guard. 80 movements, for the greater part in the

textile industry, and participated in by more than 30,000

workers , are to be recorded, and every day the strike

movement is extendig. The fact that the worst exploited portion

of the French working class, that of the Northern district,

this reformist stronghold, has begun to stir, is a further proof

that we have succeeded after years of persistent work, in

creating a breach in the one-time all-powerful iniluence of

the reformists and of the social democracy. It was the

members of a reformist union who first took up the fight in

Lille; and everywhere in the North the united front between

the revolutionary, the reformist and the christian and the

unorganised workers is beginning to take shape.

In numerous districts, which had seemed to have fallen

into the most hopeless passivity. a regular awakening is to

be observed. And the movement has often commenced in

the factories in which there existed not the least organisation.

Whist many Party members have carried 011 unending

discussions on the form of the fighting committees, the

workers in numerous undertakings in which we have no firm

organisational influence spontaneously formed their fighting

organs by electing delegates in the factory departments .

The employers , the government and the reformist unions

are extremely disturbed at this extension of the fight. The

State is posting strong detachments of mobile guards in front

of the factories and the pay offices. Many employers, such

as Renault, to whom a postponment of the first wage deduction

for the workers' contributions to the social insurance was

granted, have at the first payment of wages after the 1st of

July again refrained from making a deduction and are fixing

the time for the first deduction at various dates in order to

prevent common action. Others are granting trifling wage

increases or declare that they themselves will for the time

being pay the workers' contributions. In the North the union

of the textile employers was ready to "concede" to the

workers a "premium" equal to the amount of the workers'

contributions to the social insurance on condition that the

workers undertook to remain at the factory for a whole year.

The reformist trade union federation is doing everything

in order to conceal the character of the fight; it is continually

repeating that the movement is not directed against the law

as such, but against the inadequate wages. It further declares,

in agreement with the organs of the employers , as for instance

"L'Usine", that "the workers must accept the wage deduction

for the insurance contribution because their dignity and

independence demand it" . The reformist functionaries are

actively carrying on strike-breaking.

The opportunists of the trade union opposition and rene-

gades are openly joining the united front of all those who

wish to save this law. They speak of future improvements

of this law, which has brought the workers "certain advan-

tages", i. e., they are for the acceptance of the law. One of

their leaders, Engler, the secretary of the dockworker's union,

broke the fighting will of thousands of dockworkers in Rouen

by calling a "general strike" for which no preparations had

been made and which immediately collapsed.

In general the workers have taken up the fight under

our slogan: against every deduction from wages, for higher

wages. But our fundamental weaknesses, the weak organisation

in the workshops and our delay in approaching the masses

have resulted in our not being able to lead the movement to

an adequate extent and that we are not able to make plain

to the strikers and other workers who are ready to fight, the

political connections and the political importance of their

fight. Thus it comes about that the workers are frequently

satisfied when they are granted a wage increase which covers

the amount of the wage deduction, whereby they give their

approval to the insurance law as such. Our organisations are

at present endeavouring to organise the workers for the

following slogans: Wage increases, but no wage deductions

of any kind. The mass movement which is at present deve-

loping and which will spread still further in the coming days,

has at any rate consequences of great importance : 1. It

irrefutably proves the general militant spirit of the mass of

the workers; 2. it reveals the enormous possibilities of the

creation of the united front from below, whilst we had actually

given up this tactic for rallying the masses; 3. it expresses a

decline in the influence of the social fascists and of the

reformists; 4. it has achieved wage increases and at the same

time increases the efforts of the industrialists, who are feeling

the effects of the economic crisis, to bring about a further

reduction of the costs of production. These wage increases

bring to nought the plans of the employers to meet the crisis.

Paris, July 28, 1930.

The political mass strike against the deduction from wages

of the contributions for the Social Insurance has led to-day

to fierce barricade fights in the main strike area in the north

of France.

In Rouen yesterday about 6,000 workers held a strike

demonstration. As the workers gathered in front of the Town

Hall mounted police broke up the crowd. Several women and

children were trampled on by the horses and some workers

were wounded by blows from police sabres. The crowd was

seized with tremendous indignation and attacked the police

with showers of stones.

At Markus Square, where street excavations were being

carried on at the time, the workers took possession of the

trenches which were ready to hand and repelled the attacking

police. At other places barricades of building materials and

tree trunks were erected and heroically defended by the

workers. The fighting lasted the whole day. In the evening

the workers were still masters of the streets. During the night

30 workers were arrested, of whom 15 were released. Up to

the present three seriously wounded policemen have been

conveyed to the hospital. In addition, the police have a large

number of slightly wounded.

In the whole of the strike area the local police prefects

have prohibited all demonstrations.

In Lille, where the metal workers are on strike, the textile

workers, the most important category of workers, have now

proclaimed a general strike. There are now 70,000 workers on

strike in Lille alone.. The authorities are holding the military

in readiness for street duty. A general cessation of work is

expected.

The strike is spreading with tremendous rapidity in other

industrial districts in the north of France. It is exceedingly

significant that the political mass strike, which is being

exclusively led by the Communist Party and the red trade

unions, has been taken up by precisely those sections of the

workers who have hitherto constituted the main support of

the reformist trade union leaders.

Strike Spreads to the Eastern Departements.

Paris, July 30, 1930.

The strike struggle against the "Social Insurance Law",

which is centred mainly in the industrial district of the north

and the Paris industrial district, where over 100,000 workers

are on strike, is spreading to the eastern departements. In

St. Die, in Lorraine, 1,000 workers employed in the local

textile mills, foundries and saw-mills have gone on strike. In

the Aveyron Departement, the strike, which hitherto has been

conducted in the first place by the glove-makers, is now

spreading to other branches of the textile industry.

In the north it came to collisions between strikers and the

police in Wazommes and Hellemmes, at which the police made

several arrests; the strikers, however, released their arrested

comrades. In Denain, near Valencienne, a further 1,300 metal

workers have downed tools.

POLITICS

The Growing Anglo-American

Antagonisms.

By J. R. Campbell (London).

"We ask is there under capitalism any means of

remedying the disproportion between the development of

production and the accumulation of capital on one side and

the division of colonies and spheres of influence by finance

capital on the other side-other than by resort to arms."

(Lenin : "Imperialism") .

The developing world economic crisis is daily intensifying

the antagonism the two principal imperialist powers, Great

Britain and the United States of America.
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In spite of its economic decline Great Britain is still ruling

over the richest empire the world has ever seen-over one-

fourth of the surface of the globe. This division of the world

Once corresponded to the economic and political strength of

Great Britain, to its economic supremacy, to its monopoly of

sea power. It no longer does so. Great Britain has long been

surpassed in economic strength by its young imperialist rival,

the USA. , which is struggling for a re-division of the colonies

and spheres of influence in accordance with its enhanced econo-

mic strength-a re-division to be effected at the expense of

Great Britain.

Let us look at the relative productive power of both coun-

tries bearing in mind that the USA. is practically self-supporting

in relation to agricultural products and the greater part of its

industrial war materials, while Great Britain is overwhelm-

ingly dependend on overseas supplies.

England

investment of British capital. Compare for example the pro-

portion of new capital issues in Canada taken up before the

war by Britain, the U. S, A. and by Canadian investors with

the portion taken up today and one sees the tremendous

change which has taken place.

Taken out

inCanada

Taken out

inU. S. A.

Taken out in

Great Britain

1910 17,00 1,50 81.50

1911 16,86 6,58 76,56

1912 13,82 11,35 74,83

1913 12,09 13,56 74,24

1926 50,20 47,95 1,85

1927 49.18 49,06 1,76

1928 48,50 47,96 3,54

1929 52,42 43,18 4,40

1924

USA.

1925

(In thousand Pounds sterling)

Iron and Steel . 149.622 589,214

General Engineering 153,821 801,838

Motor & bicyles 84,669 949,152

Electrical engineering 69,938 308,000

Shipbuilding 51,225 35,436

Cotton 373,122 342,874

Woollen & Worsted 196,284 243,506

35,384 185,077

.

Boot & shoe Industries

The disparity is seen even more clearly if we take pro-

duction in the heavy industries.

(in thousand metric tons)

England

Coal Pig iron Steel

869 649

710

1913: 24,337

1928: 19,400 551

Coal

43,088

41,662

U.S.A.

Pig iron

2,601

Steel

2,564

3,190 4,263

The tendency of production in both countries is equally

clear. In Britain the tendency in the early post-war years to

fall away from the pre-war level, then the arrest of the produc-

tive decline in a number of spheres of industry, the advance in

1929 almost to the pre-war level, only to be thrown back again

by the world economic crisis. In U.S.A. a phenomenal increase

of production over the pre-war level.

British U.S.A.

Index of production Index of production

(1919 equals 100)

1920 100.2

1921 67,5

1922 80,9

1923 88.7

1924 90,9

1925 87,1

1926 67,0

1927 96,2

98

79

102

119

113

126

129

The growth of the United States in the sphere of foreign

trade is seen by the growth of its manufactured exports.

Great Britain

U. S. A.

1913 1925 1927

(Inmillion pounds)

398,2 589,3 564

159,2 356,6 412

The successful competition of the United States with Great

Britain is particularly evident in the British colonies and in

former spheres of British influence like South America.

In 1900, 84,9% of Canada's imports were obtained from

Britain and the U. S. A.-Britain's portion being 25,7% and the

U. S. A. portion 59,2% . In 1919, 83,9% of imports were obtained

from Great Britain and the United States-but Britain's share

fell to 15,3% and the share of the United States rose to 68,6%.

In Australia the proportion of imports received from Great

Britain has fallen from 59,7% in 1913 to 39% in the year 1928-29.

The share of U.S. A. in Indian imports has increased from

2,5% in the year 1913 to 7% in the year 1928-29 while the

share of Great Britain has fallen from 64 to 45% in the same

period.

Of equal significance is the growth of American capital

exports to countries which were formerly spheres for the

A similar picture is presented by South America one of

the most important British spheres of investment. In 1912 the

U. S. A. had 174 million dollars invested in South America and

in 1928, 2,167 million dollars . According to the "Revista de

Economia" (Argentine) the foreign investments in South

America are as follows: Britain $ 4,103,000,000, the U. S. A.-

$ 2,167,000,000, other countries $ 2,043,000,000. There also the

U. S. A. is rapidly catching up and surpassing England.

But surely this does not mean war. Surely what is

happening here is the slow but sure pressing back of England.

and the emergence of the United States as the leading imperia-

list power. This view leaves out of account the fact that the

retention and strengthening of its present positions is a matter

of life and death for British imperialism and ignores the frantic

efforts which British imperialism is making to rationalise its

industry and to strengthen itself for struggle against the U. S. A.

It ignores also the enormous importance which the markets

of the Empire have for British imperialism In 1913 the Britislı

colonies took 37,2% of the total British imports and in 1927,

46,2%. British imperialism cannot let those colonial markets

and spheres of investment slip gradually out of its grasp. It

will fight to protect them in every possible way.

On the other hand, the U.S. A. encountering the growing

resistance of British imperialism; faced since the decline of its

internal market with the need for a larger foreign market, and

for increased sources of raw materials, cannot rely on the

slow crushing out of Great Britain, but must expedite matters

by force. Hence both the United States and Great Britain

recognise the conflict as being inevitable and are carefully

preparing for it.

The recent naval conference was no step on the road to

disarmament but a manoeuvring for position in order to more

effectively prepare war.

Both the U S. A. jingoes and the British jingoes are accus-

ing their respective Governments of having given away too

much to the other side, an accusation, for which the Govern-

ments are duly grateful. as it enables them to maintain the

pose of having made a "sacrifice for peace".

There can be no doubt, however, that the U.S. A. has for

the moment been able to force considerable concessions from

Great Britain. As Baldwin said in a speech in the House of

Commons :

..The situation in this country (Great Britain) was verv

different from that of America and of almost every other

country in the world. Great Britain was a country which

had always been dependent on its naval power, and owed

whatever influence it had in the councils of the world

ultimately to its naval power. This country which had

always built hitherto in reference to what it conceived to

be its own needs. would in future have to build in terms

of a very strictly down treaty." (Italics ours.)

It is clear that Great Britain has retreated, but only in

order to regroup its forces, to rationalise its industry, to make

new alliances and at a convenient opportunity to break through

the limitations imposed by the treaty. Even at this moment

it is not prepared to make any concessions with regard to

the American doctrine of the freedom of the seas, with regard

to the giving up of its naval bases or with regard to the

right to arm merchantmen in time of war, a right which gives

Great Britain certain advantages in view of its powerful

mercantile marine.

Naturally the U. S. A. attempts to utilise the difficulties of
Great Britain in its colonies to its own advantage. The
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American press deals sympathetically with the Indian struggle,

exposes the British Government's attempt to pretend that it is

on the way to advancing Indian self-government, and comes

out sympathetically in favour of the demands of the Indian

nationalist movement. The American social fascists, parti-

cularly the "Muste" group in the Socialist Party of America

follow the example of their imperialists and sharply criticise

the line which their dear Comrade MacDonald is following

in India. The English imperialists display fierce resentment at

any attempt on the part of the U.S. A. to interfere in the

colonial affairs of the British Empire. Some time ago for

example a number of American clergymen sent a letter to

Ramsay MacDonald protesting against his attitude to the

Indian nationalist movement led by the holy man Ghandi.

The day after this protest appeared in the London "Times"

a number of letters calling the attention of the clergymen to

a number of cases of lynching which had taken place in the

U. S. A. recently and suggesting that the U.S. A. was treating

the Negroes much worse than British imperialism was treating

the Indians. This is not likely to prevent American imperialism

from continuing to express sympathy for the Indian bourgeois

nationalists (such "sympathy" will help to sell American goods

in India) nor even from attempting to establish relations with

them in preparation for the general attack on British im-

perialism.

With the advent of the world economic crisis both the

U. S. A. and Great Britain prepare for a tremendous drive for

the markets of the world. British imperialism is using the

State to smash down the obstacles which stand in the way

of the rationalisation of industry and the conquest of a greater

share of the world market. So Lord D'Abernon goes to the

Argentine and to South America generally in order to win

markets for British imperialism at the expense of U. S. A.

Thomas goes to Canada on a similar mission and the Canadian

Government replied to the raising of the U.S. A. tariff by

raising the Canadian tariff against U. S. A. while giving special

preference to Great Britain. The U. S. A. is at the same time

making great efforts to regroup its forces and launch a drive

for the world market. Even before the coming of the world

economic crisis British economists were calling attention to

the fact that in the U. S. A. productive capacity was expanding

much faster than the internal market and were predicting a

big U. S. A. drive for the world market. They called attention

to the fact that only a small part-some 8-10 %-of the

total American production was exported compared with

25-30% exported by Great Britain and that a difficult situa-

tion would arise for Great Britain when the U. S. A. was com-

pelled in order to keep her industries going to export a greater

quantity of products. That moment has now arrived and with

it the sharpening of the antagonisms between the U. S. A. and

Great Britain.

This growing antagonism does not preclude the possi-

bility of a temporary agreement between the U.S. A. and

Great Britain at the expense of the Soviet Union. The possi-

bility of such an agreement was freely spoken of at the time

of the London Naval Conference. On the other hand, recent

fascist developments in Finland, (a country over which British

imperialism has considerable influence) and Roumania (under

French influence)-developments obviously directed against

the Soviet Union-suggest the likelihood of a European bloc

(including Great Britain) rather than an Anglo-American bloc

as containing the prime danger of immediate intervention in

the U. S. S. R. though once the struggle started the U.S. A.

would also intervenе.

One thing is certain, however, the development of the

world economic crisis is greatly increasing the danger of war,

war against the Soviet Union which is the principal danger

and war between Britain and the U.S. A. The Communist

Parties of Great Britain and the U.S. A. must make their 1st

of August campaigns for the immediate demands of the work-

ing class, for unemployed maintenance or for higher un-

employed maintenance, for the organisation of the workers'

counter- offensive aigainst the capitalist rationalisation drive,

against wage cuts, for the seven hours day and linked up

with the struggle for those immunediate demands an exposure

of the growing Anglo-American antagonisms and exposure

of the war preparations against the Soviet Union and the

mobilisation of the widest masses for struggle against the

war danger. August 1st must be made a day of mighty

mass demonstrations against the capitalist class which is

cutting wages, starving the unemployed and preparing war.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Revolutionary Strikes in Seville

and Bilbao.

By Dario.

Among the numerous strikes which have broken out in the

whole of Spain and which confirm the perspective of the Com-

munist Party regarding the radicalisation of the masses, two

are marked by their special importance and leave no doubt as

to the revolutionary period through which Spain is passing.

The strikes in Seville and Bilbao heralded the rebellion of the

workers and represent the undoubted commencement of the

revolutionary upsurge of the proletarian masses against the

armed forces of capitalism. During the fascist dictatorship of

Primo de Rivera the Spanish working class passed through a

period of defensive against the attack by the employers, who

were supported in their actions by the Government, which

by systematic persecution prevented all demonstrations of the

proletariat in defence of its interests. But even while Primo

de Rivera was still in power the proletariat went over from

the defensive to the offensive. The workers did not confine

themselves to coming forward in defence of their wages and

working hours as they were before the coup d'etat, but began

the fight for better working conditions and against the fascist

policy. This fight has now developed into a great revolutio-

nary offensive by the Spanish proletariat against the economic

and political rule of capitalism and is being conducted by means

of revolutionary mass strikes. This strike movement is assum-

ing more and more the character of an insurrectionary

movement against the fascist dictatorship of General Berenguer,

against the monarchy and against the capitalist state generally.

Before all the strike in Seville assumed the form of a

regular insurrection. Over one hundered thousand workers left

work places and carried the fight into the streets. For three

days the town was in the hands of the strikers a fact which

even the bourgeois press had to admit -, and the whole of the

civil-guard of the town and all other armed forces of the bour-

geoisie were unable to prevent the revolutionary action of the

workers, who derailed the tramway-cars, crected barricades

and drove back the police with volleys of stones. The struggle

became so intense that even children took part in the street

fighting, one being killed by a security guard. The masses

endeavoured to storm the arsenals and also the editorial offices

of the reactionary daily paper the "A.B.C." , but were driven

back by the specially strong armed forces which were con-

centrated at these points . A fact which particularly serves to

characterise the revolutionary situation prevailing during the

strike in Seville is that the soldiers were not allowed to leave

the barracks, and their sidearms were taken from them. In

face of these revolutionary happenings the most important

since 1920 the whole of Spain was aroused and such im-

portant big towns as Malaga and Granada came to the aid of

the strikers.

The strike in Bilbao was another revolutionary action of

the Spanish proletariat. It began as a fight for immediate

economic demands, but soon acquired an outspokenly political

character. It came to street fighting and serious collisions

with the armed forces of the bourgeoisie..

The persecution of the proletariat in Seville and Bilbao

developed into a campaign of annihilation against the best

revolutionary elements of the Labour movement, above all

of the communists, who in all these struggles stood at the head

of the movement and led the workers in the revolutionary fight

against fascism, against the monarchy and its social fascist

and anarchist lackeys. In Seville thirty persons were arrested,

a part of them being tried and sentenced in that town, while

the remainder are to be tried by the „General Assembly of

Public Order" . In Bilbao the number of arrested runs into

hundreds. Also in other towns numerous arrests have been

carried out among the leaders of the revolutionary Labour

movement. Needless to say, the whole fury of the persecution

was directed in the first place against the Communists. Thus,

for instance, in Seville and Bilbao the police were given in-

structions to shoot down in the street all known Communists.


