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‘before I was moved

| But he is “able to

‘velopment: of the People’s Fron

By ANNA DAMON
1 walked through the gates iof

fornia, and.saw J. B, McNamara.
It ‘was the :first . time  in "nine
months that the oldest political
prisoner in- the world had bheen

a. few - days ‘before the conven:
tion “of the American Federation
of  Labor passed - a "resolution,
after 25 yearsi’of waiting, on
J."Bs behalf. - : i

I saw .J. B. ‘through’ triple
bars. . Two  tiny-meshed . steel
screens, 'with solid " bars between
them, separated-us. But through
those  bars ‘there’ came o me
perhaps the greatest inspiration

“| that 1 have ever experienced. 'l

had expected to. come ‘away
from .this visit. with a; man én-
tombed for a guarter of a cen-
tury,, depressed. -I .came away
with a feeling.of joy and hap-
piness, His spirit and determina-
tion, unbroken: by imprisonment,

| was something that 1o bars, no

prison “walls, ‘could restrain.
Anxious to get
latest - information

I ‘had to ‘be wellinformed to
satisfy the guestions ‘that J, B.
asked. "I could not get him: to
answer the personal questions I
wanted' to put to him about:his
health (he  has a  very weak
heart): or ‘his work. He merely
waved-his hand and said:

“Oh “never mind. - Let’s  mot
waste our -time talking -about
myself., I'm all right. I can

stand thmgs—but tell ‘me about

theé other political prisoners: Tell
me ‘about Tom Mooney. You 'saw:
him -recently, didn’t ou?. Tell me

/] about Angelo Herndon. How is

his case going on? What is haps
pening to: the Sacramento trim-
inal ‘ syndicalism - prisoners::at
San. Quentin. I spent: many mem:
orable hours” with .them there
into ‘ this
other grave. What is happéning
to the Farmer-Labor Party? And
what' about Spain? How I wish
that’ I’was able to giveiall that
1 have to the cause of: Spam"’

read between lines
I truly saw a great man m
Folsom -prigon.
He wanted to know about the!
international movement the de=

His -information: was . hrthd s

McN amara, Ignorlng Sélf
‘Wants Flght Carried on

wto provide , them w1th clothmg,

TFolsom Prison,-at Represa, -Cali=|

permitted a’visitor. It ‘was justi

them.

‘them.  That's.« your

liwho have been steeled

o

This_article is t_he
result of an interview
with J. B. McNamara
by Anna Damon, na-
tional secretary of the
International Labor
Defense. It is reprint-

ed from the Sunday

Worker.

prison tomb: :

“That's all right” he “said.
“Fven though the Times doesn’t
gsay things that ‘are 'written in
the labor papers. that are barred
from here, I can read between
the' lines. I know that  labor’s
on the upward march:” ;

I want 'to ‘gquote as much as
possible ‘exactly 'what  J. B. said
to me. He was thinking out loud
a Jlot of ‘the\time, but what he
said inspired me so ‘that I want
to pass his words on,

He spoke of the. Townsend

movement. “There’s a crowd -of
people. I can’t  understand - so
well,”. he gaid. “Just think, peo-
ple of 60 and older. worrying
about themselves and their fu-
ture. . Why don’t they -worry
worry about ..the youth" That's
the real problem.
Help - for the
prisoners’ families

“Then there are the  political

‘prisoners ‘who have families:and
children. i
keep thinking 'about  those that

I" haven't any. But I

have. Their families are deprived
of what - rightfully belongs ' to
1, food and nourishment of
all kinds so. that ‘the children
can_develop into:healthy, strong
fighters: who: “will. ‘be & ecredit
to the cause for which their fath-
ers.and mothers. went: to (jail,
¢ "We must do  everything. for
job; LAnna,
After all; you take myself, Moo-
ney or Cornehson or-Herndon,
and. many' of our old war-horses
in"the
struggle=-for . us “the . hardships

‘tin' jail' i are something that we

can stand. Those of us who come

Fout will come out better fighters,

physmally and mentally, to: bat:
ile ‘on!‘and -on for the caiise of
labor._\

But - the children? What|
'hem, w1th thelr fathers:__ o

with: food, and withs the neces-
sities of life which will Help them
grow into"healthy human beings
is- the "LL.D.s “best WOI‘k We
cannot, we dare not negleet;ithe
future genération.” ;
Wanted to know
about sharecroppers

He wanted to learn the facts
of - the conditions of the children
of the sharecroppers whose fath-
ers have = been ' murdered, or]
thrown into- jail for’ long;terms,
He wanted to know what school-
ing they were getting, how they

were treated in the schools:

“No listen; ‘Anna,” he sald i B
have an idea."What do you thmk'
of makmg a real broad appeal
to the laboring - peoplé on thef
basis of giving a penny: for every
yvear that I have: spent in jail,
and a penny for every year that
Tom - Mooney: has spent.in jail
a penny for every year thatMatt
Schmidt has been in jail, and so
forth? Tthink' that this way you’
could get: thousands of dollars

 for the children of labor’s prl-

soners.’

Finally, I refused to leave uhitil
he actually, took  up. some per-
sonal problems of his.own, and
he, admitted reluctantly that he

‘was not very well, and felt that

anything might happen to him.
“Other_mattersa are
more important”

“That was something 1 wanted
to talk’ about” he. said, “but
these things: seem so much more
important. In case I should dig
it is -my wish that the Interna:

‘tional ‘Labor Defense handle all

matters from start to finish, ‘and |
I.am commumcatmg this request
to ‘my brother, A. R/ McNamara,
and to:my sister, Alice' McNama-
ra Knabe: I know that the I,L.D.
will. give me the kind of a fun-
eral “that I desire, and in line
with the kind of life that I have
led it thelabor !movement.
“But Anna,” he said, “That
isn't' the point. . That isn't 'so im=-
portant. How about the children?
I have ‘been buried for twenty-|
five, years 'this 'December. The
thing to think about s the youth,
the kids. Tnthis Christmag cam-
paign, you're asking ~for ‘money
to feed and house them and send
them to school, How about toys?:
Are you- sendlng the little ones
.toyss;u 1
“Yes, we're askmg for tOys ;




