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/"ftlRT AIN petty bourgeois liberal 
\.I wntors an, well meaning in their 
41,ttltud• toward the first workers' re­
public hen one ooverttieless despairs 

thel ever understanding it. 
l\lisa Anna. Porter went to Russta 

and 'j/aa thJ'illed by the "most inter• 
estang place in the world" •because of 

"great experi�nt." She saw a 
}'Ollthful people who increase produc• 
Uon, go on holiday parades, rebuild 
their cities, and think albout world 
politics with equal fervor and enthu• 
aiaam. The atrain of the entire book 
which her trip produced is t110 "in­
sistence on banner, tramp and drum." 

She also sees Moscow 'audiences en• 
joy wild west thrillers in the movies, 
and (fickle petty-bourgeois) her e°'. 
thusiasm Is dimmed. She undertakes. 
� _ apologize for this. Slie says: 

Pa>ba)lly these worthless things are 
ten a.s,,.a necessary rela,:ation from 

hf'._iequTi'ny necessary propaganda, for 
ck'; a pres�nt, of something better, 

for· Ru ia has not yet had time to 
build up a cinema repertoire." 

The apology is unhecessary. The 
proletariat bas been vitalized by a 
,revolution and today is young. That's 
why it enjoys the wild west thrillers 
which are virile, and adventuresome­
it isn't the William S. Hart slush that 
carries the appeal but the vigorous 
life of the broad plains. 

She records the facts but does not 
understand them. Earlier in the 
book she· lets us feel the pulse of the 
maues. She is describing one of the 
demonstrations: 

"Suddenly the roll of drums was 
heard without the door and way was 
made for a company of Young Pion• 
eera, boys and girls, with their gor• 
geoua red a.nd gold banners, and 
red neckerchiefs. Down the aisle 
they marched to the roll of their 
own drums, and up to the stage, 
forming In two long lines across It, 
ill front ot a giant red-draped and 
green-garlanded portrait of their 
creat chief, Lenin, whose name 
their organization also bears. Since 
his death they have been rechrls• 
tened "Young Lenlnists," to indi• 
eate that ,bis alms are their aims. 
One of their number stepped for­
ward and 'spoke for them. Great 
enthusiasm was shown for the lit· 
Ue ba.nd, for these young people, 
like our Scouts, are the government 
pillars of the future. Hundreds of 
thousands of them are enrolled 
thruout the country, with a large 
membership in Moscow, and they 
understand very intelligently just 
what their task is, not abstractly 
patriotism, kindness, courage, hon­
esty, but definitely defense of their 
class against the threat of the 
armed world without. Again the 
"International," this time sung by 
the whole audience thru three long 
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UNCLE SAM CAPITALISM TO SISTER CATHOLIC CHURCH: "Now, Sister, you stick 
around Mexico and get in his way until he hits you with his hoe; then you scream bloody mur-
der and I'll rush in and take the whole plantation." , 

stanzas. I have n�ver heard it so 
triumphantly sung, wit,p. no hint ill 
the tone of the dismal and rebellious 
wall so often heard in other coun• 
tries-rater a suggestion of victo­
rious fulfillment." 
This does not smack of the esthetic 

quality which pleases our American 
intelligentsia, but it is the spirit 
which has built, is rebuilding and per­
fecting a new BOcietl'., She.,-com»--r• 
the Young Len1nists to he Boy m:oJt 
movement. But let us not forget tliat 
the former is serving the needs of the 
working masses, while the Boy Scouts, 
tho they are children of the workers 
in the main, are being won away from 
us to the enslaving Ideology of faith· 
ful servility to the boss. 

Much bas been said about the waifs 
ld""'the territory of the Soviet Union, 
made destitute by war and revolu­
tion, running wild without a.ny care 
being taken of them by the workers' 
government. Miss Porter tells much 
to refute this. After describing the 
methods being used to gather these 
children in and the care being given 
them, she strikes at the core of the 
difference between the work of a pro• 
letarian government In this direction 
and that of Qiir own charity institu­
tions: 

"At the end of the four months 
each child finds his place In a per­
manent home--for average or sul>­
normal or gifted, where he is given 
the t1;aining his special case re­
quires. Only absolutely destitute 
children-orphans or those with ir­
responsible parents, are cared for 
here, ·but l)ractlcally every child in 
Moscow Is C'Cl"an e(! or, and it 
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with the con-
tantly bettering conditions, before 

the provinces, too, a.re brought up 
to this standard. The hopeful point 
of the whole story is, that while In 
other countries as fast as one set 
is redeemed others take their places 
and the same tragic round goes on, 
In Russia they are slowly redeeming 
the conditions that make for crimi­
nal vagabonds. While we continue 
cheerfully pouring water Into the 
sieve, refusing to notice the holes, 
'realist' Russia is putting a solid 
bottom in the sieve." 
It Is interesting to read this book 

and watch her reactions to the things 
that are in the U. S. S. R. She treats 
with labor conditions, woman's 
status, milltarism, and the children's 
movement. 

This last is the most interesting. 
The re-volution Is now over eight 

yea.rs old. Children have been born 
after the revolution, many were too 
young at the time of the revolution to 
have known the fear of a boss, and 
have grown up In the conception that 
the workers of the world should be 
emancipated and who look upon the 
relation of worker and boss in the 
capitalist countries much as we do 
upon the chattel a r of Pte- ixi1 
war days. These' ch! dren-nUIUons 
of them-march and sing and play 
and learn international solidarity ot 
the working clasli from the lips of the 
pioneers of 1905. Miss Porter writes: 

"Here it Is all taken for granted­
the onward march of youth over the 
dead trad ns of the capitalist 
past. A young woman friend here 
is eager to visit Ame1•ica 'to see 
what a. capitalist country Is like be­
fore it passes away.' At twenty­
four, capitalism to her is ancient 
history, and the United States an 
anachronism. So let the reaction• 
arles rave. Soviet Russia goes 
straight forward, its ranks of youth 
march by for hours to do honor to 
Its founder, and the echo of their 
tramp a.cross the water fires our 
own youth and confounds the crit­
ics." 

WHY NOT GET PICKPOCKETS TO RELIEVE THE FARMERS? 
By JOHN BERNARD. 

"RELIEVING the farmer," says a
prominent politician, "ls the par­

amo nt issue confronting our law­
makers today." When we consider 
that about 60 per cent of the farmers 
have already been relieved of evory­
thlllg but their whiskers and their al)-

• peUtes, ther ls little reason to dobut
that the process wlll be continued.

The varied method, used to keep
the farmer from "squaklng" teo loud­
ly while he Is being put thru the 
"trimming" process are both novel and 
unique.

Shortly after the war, when the
present farmer extermination program 
was in Its early stages, the f rmer, 
stagger d and bewildered by the first
brutal blows of the 11rocess, was fran­
tically crying, "help, help." The poll• 
tlclans, when they could Ignore ms 
peralltent crys no longer, called varl-
0111 conventions, conferences, confabs 
aad congrea1e1 to discuss waya and
mean, of rellef. Suggest d remedl s 
were as plentlCul as the wives of olo• 
mon. Republican advised more t.nr•
U'f, d mocrat prescribed more d mo­
cart1, and the pr ache1·11 said: "More
faith la wbat he neells."

Of cours thee take show, wero no 

• 

more beneficial to the farmer than a 
flea circus would be to a. dog on that 
part of his body which he is unable 
to scratch. But they answered their 
purpose; to make the farmer think 
something was being done about his 
case. 

In 1923 the wheat farmers ot the 
mlddl west were actually losing, in 
addition to their own labor, about 16 
cents on each bushel of wheat they 
produced. The farmer "friends" In 
Washington decid d it was time to 
make som sort of a grandstand play. 
They persuaded Harding, who was 
pr sldent at that time, to make a per• 
sonal visit to the barve11t fields of 
Kansas. 

Dresaed in overalls and jumper ancl 
In company with an army of news­
paper reporters, motion picture men 
and polttlclan11, ho visited a wheat 
farm near Hutchinson, Kansas, Num­
erous motion picture, were taken 
showing him In tho act of shocltlng 
wheat. 0th r pictures 11howed him 
in earnest conf r nee with a group 
of farmers In the wheat field. "Hard• 
ing has his fn!ormatton lrst band 
from tho farm r, now he will me to 
hi re cu ," oolh d t.h• poUt�la11,11, 
Th ! rmor•to be "out of the t,,en<'hl' 
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by christmas," screamed the headlines. 
Harding died shortly after his visit 

to Kansas. Immediately the "repre­
sentatives of the people" commenced 
t.o sing lustily, "Keep cool with Coo­
lidge.'' And the farmer -bas passed 
from the cool to the frost bitten stage 
with the chlllln.c proees■ still ln full 
swine. 

In many farming communities rou1• 
ing rellglou.a teTlvala were staged, 
and In same cases considerable In­
terest waa aroused. In some of the 
larger towns a bible house was per­
suaded to put on a great bible Hie. 
"Jesus died to eave the farmer, get 
all the facts In these bibles. Special 
to farmers only. Regular $6.00 bibles 
$2.98.'' Proclaimed 01 sign in their 
window,. 

Rather a cruel twist was given tht■ 
plan by a business man, on or the 
energetic chlldr n ,of Israel, whose 
store was n xt door. His window wa1 
filled with bibles identical with thos 
di played by the bible house. "I don't 
uee the■e myself so can afford to sell 
th m at big dl11count. Out they go 
7 c nta. C :iao Ooldbcr ," ■aid hie 
lgn, 

'fhe ruanlpulator or the hell 111me 

at a country fair will admonish the 
"yokels" never for an Instant to take 
their eyes off the elusive pea. He 
will display a large roll or bills and 
then solemnly, In very confidential 
tones, he wll assure them that he has 
always made money betting on the lo­
cation of the pea, and If they will but 
following his advice, they too will be 
able to "clean up." 

And In lllte manner the agricultural 
exports, con'Omists, grain speculators 
and quacks solemnly advise the farm• 
er to dlvers_lfy his crops, to buy on a 
low market and sell on a high one, to 
co-operate with the bankor, to blame 
the Industrial worker for all his 
troubles and to use only R d Crown 
gaaollu In bis old "ftlvver." 

Turg1ng, sw atlng, groaning, the 
farmer wearily drag11 the heaTy load 
of ua l ea para11lt s. But soon he will 
look acro111 to ace who 11 llftlnr the 
other aide of the load. HI• gate will 
meet that or the lndu1trlal worker. 
A aurprls d look of understanding will 
flash lnt,o their y •· And with one 
great united effort they will consign 
th Illy burd n to those 111>ther re­
rloua whtch hav b n 10 cti.r ruu,­
pr par 11 tor the dl11ob�llent slan. 
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