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BY SAM DARCY

INTODUCTION OF LIGHTER
PEATURES.
N the matter of Introducing lighter
features, we today,fece the 6ame
danger that fzaced us When wa were
confronted with the problem ef shop
nuclel; that is, a two Yyear dlécud
elon, most of which .was frultiesa... H
‘'we are to carry out the V. G, i, do
clslon and the decialon of our own na-
tional exocutlve commiites In regard
to thie then we must Immediately
proceed to concretize and make more
clear what we méan by M.
When we eopcaXx of fotroduols3
lighter features we do not mecn &1

extension of purely coclal activities.|

Quite the comirary, {o a large sense
we are toduy carrying on, on too great
a scale, soctal activity, such a3 dances,
entertainmmonts, etc, wuich dagins to
iovolve the Deed for organlzction, {n-
cludiog the selling of tickets, tae
mobllization of ocommittees, etc.
Rather then extend thls phase of
work, the Introduction of lighter fea-
tures shoull lessen it,
Novels of Class Gtrucgle.

There are certain cuRtural noeds of
the young workera which t3e Leagus
bag not lesrned to scallsty. Let wa
take a concete example; movels, par
ticularly those lavolving adveature
and the “plk.neer™ spirit, &are prodadly
more widely read fu the United Statea
than in‘cay other couatry Wroughout
the world. Where ls thore the Awma™
ican young worker, who hea not de-
voured the works of Altsheliar, Henty,
Tomlinson and otuer writars who
wrote of the ploneor daye of the wars
for Independence, for the freodom of
the elavaes, aud the ploneering in tue
Northwoet. There are many Wwriters
today who have written povils of tho
clans strugile which capture the
spirit of youth wilich makod thiu
love those bdourgeols writera x}..d
turns thelr spirit end minds {Ltochop-
noln of the class struzgle., When ycu
firat meot a young worker ahd &ug
gent to him the elemoediary theoretical
works wuch as the "A. B. C. of Com-
muniam" there s little chance that
you can arouse him to a desire to
enter our movoment, particularly since
the American youth have all thelr
lives becn filled with |doas concerning
adventure, plnnmrlrfx. etc., and who
cannot see thalr economlc condition
as a matter for theoretical study,

For these American youhg worxers
we must find other books of a simpler,
more apirited character with which to
Approach themm. To them me must
lears to recommend a large list of
ictlon which tiem a good deal of propa-
zanda In it, tuch as the writlngs of
Jack Louodon, Upton Binclalr, Voy-
nich, and a doxen others that might
be named. In these columns, for the
succeeding month, we iotend to pud-
llah “ralnute” ravisws of nuch booke
and It {s important that every Loague
momber learn the books thorouxhly,
both for their own enjoyment and for
recommendation to those whom wo are
trylnz to win to our cause. But the
Iutroduction of lighier featurcs docs
not end with the extended-use of nov-
els as propazanda means for our or-
ganization. Tho mere academic study

Yoo

tlon thereto will never bring lerge
masses of young workers to us,

Hlatorical Events.

Gide by side with thia, we muat reo-
ognise that the young workers of this
oountry have inatilied in them a cer-
tain tradition ‘which makes {t most
difficult for ve to approach them di.
rectly with oai program. There s,
first of all, the fact that around our
government-¢od.y there ia bullt a tra-
dition of long #truggles for progross
-suoh as, already mentioned, the war
for inderendence, the Civil War, sad
the w@r vhich was supposed to be for

which really was a war of the worsat

the freedom of colonlal peoples but;

y the Bpandlsh-
American War, not to speak of the|
many other eveuts which are played
up in our histories.

for themaolves these
revolution and progress

traditions of
and have

roactionary and tory goverument such

democratic ardniinietrations,
spirit of revolutlon and progrese as

The modern bourgeolsio have taken |

exooliCed In by ovents already med-
tizaed, (oo not rightfally belong to
the bourgeoisie. 7The revoiting work-
Ingclasa Wany, 13 ooled wpon much
In the tatna way &3 the Rabola of '76.
sod ths Smarncipaiors of ‘61, werp
looksd upoa. Thie tradition of *78 and

'é1 therelore belcuza to the mmunti

working cleza todey. How can we
beat take this tredition away Crom
tbe boca cicsal! Firut, we must de
velop e oitisive syistera of teachlng
those who ere in or clcae to our
wovement atd the gencral working
claca, the real cigulicaace of eventa
as recoided tn American hlstory,
How can we dbsst do this? Indoor
clazces and diacusalena will halp, Our
comralas sbould airess o3 the oud
Jects of thalr educatlonal mcolings,
aot on tojylca of lmpetont happen-
lcze o othor couatriea but ratder on
topics of important hapyenings in the
Ualted States. For <xample, today
we have tha Saagui<Canteanlal Ccle-
brailon in PAlladelohis. A comrade
aliould prepere @ talk on the elznif-
carce of thao celouratloa, One bhun-
dred f'y yoxrs sgo, tiis Deciaration
of Jadepeaicuos was si5ned. In Phlia-
delphla, thore are buadrcias of bls-
torical spots {mciudiaz that much
played-up rolte, the cracked Liborty
Boll. Ratder tlan {gucring this cele-
dredfon, our ocowrades sLould arrange
0xCure:0as 40 i, to viait the Libdberty
Bsil. aad the clasr pedata of hlstorie
lutorest and right at the spot, should
take obLjact lassons & to the true
signiGcance of theae thiugs,

Some Lendmarke,

Tte aatlonal e¢xacutive committee
will make & & zolioy frola tow on to
contloualiy fscue builetiins aloog this
lize. We might sontion a dozen
piaces througbout the couniTy just to
slve ezampiss of what we moan, In
Bosloa, tacre s the scone of the Dos-
ton Tea Panty, ¢hste ara old hialls that
wate usad for revolutioncry mectings,
and througloat the district thore are
the battlofizides of the Revolution of
*78. In New York, thore s the Etatus
of Liberty and the whole downtown
soction whore Wall Btreat now ctands,
which {6 full of such spots as for ez
ample, Trinity Church which begen an
a place whare the early settlers wor
shipped their guds In sincere but blind
faith and today is a corporation of
sevoral million dollata which extorta
rents from poor workers liviug in the
slums for the support of fat church
dignitaries. In Chicago, there are
the sceaes of the Haymarket riots,
and tarougbout the country such aim.
llar landinarks. Evorywhere, our com-
radea shuld arrange excursions to
these landmarxks and utilize those ex-
cursions for educational purposes,

Our organization should also ztrive
to IntroGuce iato its Inner life, a
zTeater epirit of youtd.. The tradition
of marchiug in arhall groups to open
alr meetings and sinxing along the
way, that of putting inoto our organ-
lzatlon the same spirit of youthful
comradesh!p that rakea neighborhon]
clubs s0 attractive aad often draws
young workers into ganrs, should be
conatantly striven for. For this pun
pose our comrades ashould utilize
every facllity avallable. SBummer out-
inges, hikes, street demoustrations.
group singing and dlacussion in pub-
{ic parks during the summar, these
and other things similar should prove
effective fn this worik.

These few suzgsstlons are steps to-
wards concretizing the introduction
of lighter features. Our comrades
should practice them. Not merely dir-
cuas them {n comamittees. but actually
utliiza these methods In work!ng out
a program of activities for the coming
months. From time to time in these
columns we wliil strive to have such
material as wlill help our ocomrades
everywhere in carrying out the de-
clelon to introduce lighter features.
We will be glad to print articles from
functionaries upon their firet exporl-
encos afler the attempt along this
line was made. They will prove of

| Kreat value to our comrades. The fu.
‘lroducuon of lighter features is really
used them as a ncreen to hide a most  a step towards glving our organlization

an innner life that a youth organiza-

as represented io the republican and, tion noeds snd to take away from It
Thisithe heaviness and *“seriousness” of

the outlook of our older comrades.
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