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THE PARTY PLE N U M  

·THE recent plenum o f  the Central Executive Committee of the Workers
• (Communist )  Party marks a forward step in the development of the rev•
ulutionary movement in this country. The conclusions of the C. E. C. in 
r€gards to ·the general situation in the country was that in spite of the capi• 

• t alist "prosperity" and the corruption of certain sections of the aristocracy
of labor by the imperialists, there were great opportunities for the develop• 
went of the Communist movunent in thi11 country, particularly thru work
among .the highly exploited , unorganized workers in the great machine in•
-ttustry of the country, under wliich classification the young worker11 are 
mainly found, 'fhus there is no place for pessimism In the labor and rev· 
olutionary movements aµd all such tendencies are objectively an aid to the 
ca:oftalist class. 

The main immediate tasks of the Party are work ·ror the organ!zatio1; 
;of -the unurganized workers, the systematic work within the trade unions and 
work for the building or a labor party in the 1928 :oresidentlal elections. 
Great attention was also paid by the plenum to the other tasks of the Party 
and particularly to the d etails of building up the Party organization. The 
plenum called for the realization of the slogan, "A League unit wherever 
t here i s a Party unit" 

On the internal situation the plenum unanimously recorded that a con­
siderable degree of progress had been made In the Party to eliminate fac• 
1 i.onalism and that the process towards complete unification of the Party 
m us t  he continued. 

"OPPORTUN ITI ES FOR All" 

M
n. \V M. McANDREVl, :rnperintendent of Chicago's public school system,

is  out liooming for the $2,000,000 campaign of the American Citizenship
1-'ount'.ation. His name ap11ears among a group of well•known youth exploit• 
p.ri; 'who have already come across with dollars and praise for the drive. 
\Vhat fa the Cit izeuship Foundation ? It  l s  one of those jingoistic, patriotic 
orga'.ulzations that  cflters mainly to the youth and spreads on doubly Jhick 
the bunk that the youth has "opportunity, freedom, justice, happiness" and 
what is  more important the right to participate In the defense of the father• 
land i . e. Morgan's Mi l l ions . 

The same McAndrew is responsible for the recent decree In the Chicago 
public schoola which abolished the vocational training courses from the 
school curriculum. How does this coincide with the beautiful phrase "oppor­
tunity for all" whi·ch he and h is jingoistic friends dish out ? It simply means 
that opportun l ty for the workingclsass r.hild going to our public schools is 
non•exill tent aud l,as been so far for some time. The working class child 
has Dot even tho OlJ !lOrtunity to receive a vocational training, so that when 
he  leaves school for the industries ho w11! be a skilled worker and turn ou t 
pro Ii ts for t he boss lrncl cr relatively better conditions. The bosses demanrl  

-� t  present a large army o f  unski lled labor. McAndrews has  complied with
this requc5t ; h e  has bowed before h l.s masters. Now he shouts twice as loud
:cs before ahoilt the opportunities for the youtti. In America and ca!\s for
<lollars for the Ci tizew:hiI> Foundation tn order to continue fooling the youth

. on a grander scale.

They Shall Not Die! 
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NEW BOOKS 
Ed ited by T H E  GADFLY 

BEING very conservative in nature
we generally confine our praise to 

a book and nev-er venture beyond that. 
ThJs time, however, we cannqt refrain 
from saying a gobd word for a whole 
Pl,lbllshlng· house, The Vanguard 
Press doing what we hoped our own 
publishing house, 'rhe Dally Worker, 
might do, They are turning out high• 
ly costly books, which should reach 
workers, and partltularly young work­
ers, at an extremely cheap ))rlce­
naµiely, fifty cents. Of course much 
junk Is :oubllshed along with the gems, 
but that Is unavoidable, 

At this Immediate moment we ha've 
in mind "The Jungle," which is re• 
printed. 

This book, first published lri 1906, Is 
:i ,story of the Chicago stock•yards. It 
is said to have accomplished more tan• 
gible results in a brief period than 
any other book has produced in tlle 
same amount of time. It led to an 
investigation of unsanitary condlt!ons 
ln the slaughter houses by order of 
President Roosevelt, and to · the rev!• 
sion of the Federal meat Inspection 
laws by Congress. 

The hero of  ,"The Jungle," Jurgls 
Rudkus, with a number of his rela· 
t ives and his flancee, Ona, comes to 
America from Lithuania. All the fam­
ily, even the children, go to work in 
the stock-yards. After two years of 
desperately hard toil amid l ite-destroy• 
ing surroundings, Jurgis and Ona mar• 
ry. The account or. their life and work 
ln the  yards, of Jurgis' arrest and Im· 
ptlsonment, of the b irth of their chil­
dren and of Ona's death, Is heart· 
breaking. Their l i ttle son Antana3, 
who ls his father's one joy, is drowned 
while playing In the unpaved street, 
which the storms have turned into a 
canal. Then Jurgis loses all hope and 
courage, and for some time lives the 
l ife of a tramp. Retyrning to Chi­
cago when t):l.e coming of winter makes 
the open road no longer possible, he 
finds that he cannot get work. Day 
after day he roams about in  the Arc• 
•tic cold, h�s soul filled with bitterness 
and despair. "He saw the world of
civilization more plainly than he had 
seen it before, a world In which noth­
ing counted but' brutal might, an or· 
der devised by those who possessed i t  
for the subjugation of those who did
not. He was one of the latter and
l ife to him was a colossal prison."

Jurgls then starts on a crlmlna: 
career and gets a l iving, either In jail 
or out, by robbery. But the uncertain 
t y and vlcls-situdes f of this life dlssat • 
1-sfy him. While frequenting dives anl 
gambling houses he has met severai 
pol itical bosses and heelers, w.ho sug• 
gest that Jurgis would be valuable tc 
them If he would go back to work In 

l the stock•yards an� use his lnfluencf•
I with the men In securing votes. A 
• place ls found for him, and for a while
he rides on the wave of prosver!ty. 
Then a strike starts In the yards­
Jurgls Is put In charge of a gang or
strlke•breakers and becomes a "boss," 
A fight with an old enemy lands him 
again In jail, and It takes all his sav· 
ings to buy h is .way out. Again he l s  
an outcast, but  this time he Is under 
another handicap, for he has acquired 
a new standard of living, and suffer:; 
even more than before because he 
must do without com forts' to wh ich he 
has .now become accustomed. 

Arter several years of hardship he 
finally gains contact with the revolu•· 
tlonary movement among the workers 
and for the first time In his life begins 
to understand hls environment. 

This Is more than just a story, I !. 
Is an epic of the class struggle In 
America, Never )las anyone yet told 
the story, or Immigrants seeking thr 
"Land or' :Promise" In the U, S., so 
graphically, so vividly and so appeal• 
lngly, 

Only a blockhead could read that 
story and fall to enter the ranks or 
the fighting section of the working 
class, If you havent read It yet don't 
ec.t lunch tomorrow and buy this book. 
T H I!:  J U N G L E, by U pton S i nc l a i r. 309 

pages. Pub l ished by Va nguard Pres:z, 
I nc., 80 F i fth Ave., N ew York City, 
60 cents, 

Y O U N Q  W O R K E R 

NEW SCHEM£S TO KILL WORKERS Round the World 
Newaettea 

G R E AT B R ITA I N-
I The s trike of thti mlll!on British miners has now renched an acute . . stage. The miners' delegate confer­ence ha.s by a vote of 432,000 against 362,000 carried a motion to acce:ot the 
latest government proposals for a set• tlement of the �trike, and to refer the fiti est!on to a votee of th districts. 

•
1
• A. J. Cook led the fight of the Welsh
and Yorkshire districts against · the governt:l}ent's terms which meaus a 
surrender of the natioue.J agreemeni. 
and other points. The miners previ, 
ously voted clown a proposal of the 
d�legate conference and It Is hoped 
that they will reject the present pro• 
.posal of defeat. Meanwhile th Bald· 
win cabinet Is shaking somewhat wlith Lord Birkenhead calling for the most dnstlc anti-strike legislation and the introduction of the fascist schem:e of compulsory arbltratior,, while Baldwin 
wan ts to play a more sinister and 
clever game to beat back the workers . 

• • • 
P H I L I PP I N ES-

Shooting a 5;1 00 pound  amph ib ian plane from the top of the tu rret of the U. S. S. "West V i r­
gin ia" i n  Los Angeles harbor. It never had been done before. 

The capitalist press in this country is still shouting : "Long l ive rubber possibilities ! Down with Phillppi.n ,� independence ! "  The Chicago Tribune 
covers its defin ite vropaganda In the demagogic cloak of the need for a de• 
cisive policy. "Get out or the Phllip• 
pines or get In," It states editorially. 
and then goes on to hint that wlt!1 
the report of Mr, C. Thompson, Cat·s 
investigator fn the Philippines, there 
wl11 be plenty of arguments wh1 we 
should get In and stay in, 

IN THE LEAGUE 
B y  SAM DARCY 

While Romantic ists Are Lost.

SOME comrades with a very ph!lo•
sophlcal air pronounce their out· 

look as a vesslmistlc one. Since the 
onslaught against this ideology has de• 
veloped, they do not use tte word 
"pessimism," but speak about revolu• 
tionary activlt'ies of the Party and 
League In such manner as to Indicate 
this. 

The source for this pessimism Is 
traceable to four origins : 

1. Those comrades who have been
unable to adjust themselves to the re­
organization, partly because of their 
:ack of contact with young workers in 
:actories . 

2. Those comrades who are back•
,vard theoret'lcally and shift In concep• 
ions and understanding with every 

JUtward superficial manifestation. 
3. Many of our comrades, particular­

ly our foreign comrades, have for the 
past few years been living In the psy• 
chology of the revolutionary evE:nts In 
Europe. The reorganization has to a 
large degree awakened us to a little 
realism In regard to the s i tuation In 
America, The comrades have become 
pessimistic because Instead of usiug 
lho phraseology of 0;dvanced revolu• 
tionary situations we have learnt to

begin to develop tile most elementary 
ideas to sui-t th e backward situation 
in this country. Those comrades who 
t! !d not correctly estimate the statui; 
or American conditions correctly be• . 
fore think that the masses are becom• 
ing more reactionary, 

4. Some of ue saw only the trade
union movement as fields for revolu­
tionary activity. We d id not see the 
hroad class struggle but only the fight 
for ousting the bureaucracy In the 
trade unions. Now that the trade 
unions are far to the right and have 
been moving thus during the rec·ent 
period we are struck with pessimism. 

Once we understand the sources of 
pessimism, we se,3 !ts superfliclallty 
and do not have pa.ticnce with It. 
Those who are grounded in Marxism• 
Leninism and have a full and unro• 
mantic knowledge of the American sit• 
uation never are either saturated with 
pessimism or exaggerated optimism. 
Changing situations must simply be 
met with shanging tactics. 

Today with the trade unions moving 
to the right, the large masses of unor• 
ganlzed workers seething with demand 
for organization become a fertile field 
for our activity. This was in essence 
the  resuH of the d iscussion at the last 
Party plenum . 

It Is of tremendous Importance to 
us, the youth, that the Party should 
so direct Its efforts. For our task Is 
essentially among the unorganized 
where the mass of the young workers 
are. It w!IJ give lm_petus to oqr work 
and create better possibilities for us. 

We should welcome the results of 
the plenum, and while the Romantic­
i sts Jost In their dream of an Imme­
diate revolutionary situation cry their 
pessimism Jet ns take advantage of 
the conditions at hand and march for• 
ward. 

Reorganization or Inner Life. 

IN many or our districts our units do
· not  function well,. Comrades Imme•
d!al.ely fall back upon the one excuse 
they can see, the reorganization. Ex• 
f.lmine the minutes of the meetings of 
lower units und you will find-what ? 
'fha:t nlne•tenths of the meetings are 
all taken up with business. This Is 
the real sore . svot, In our orthodoxy 
we have developed a contempt for 
good, Interesting programs In the low­
er un\ts so as to make the meetings 
Interesting, Lectures, discussions, 
symposiums, reading of working.class 
literature, living newspapers, and a
dozen other things wlJJ help create In• 
terest and ·give greater life to our 
League, Many of our units are bodies 

;without sonls, and the result Is that 
the body is listless. We can give It 
a soul by having an Interesting pro· 
gram at the next meeting, Try It. 

The writer Is a member ot a nucleua 
which has an average attendance of 
fifteen, Including outsiders, when In­
teresting programs are prepared, But 
In the very same nucleus there are 
three and four during bu8lness meet• 
lugs, Close st1i<ly of the situation In 
almost every distrkt has convlnoed 
me that this ls trne everywhere, 

The trouble Is not with onr reorganl• 
zatlon but with the Jack of lnnner lite . 
Write to the district and national aglt•

prop directors for suggestions, 

War Confab Held 
Armistice · Day 

By G E O R G E  PAPCUN.  

PITTSBURGH, P.a.-On November 
11th we had Armistice day. _ On this 
date In 1918 the murdering, killing of 
the workers t•he world over was ended 
not because the capitalist class want­
ed to, but because together with the 
social-democratic leaders who be• 
trayed the workers Into the slaughter 
could uot keep the class of workers 
from revolting. The revolt stai:ted In 
Russia in 19 17, November 7th, and 
threatenetl to upset the complete ma· 
ch!nery of the world, not only In Rus-
sia, but In Germany, France, -Italy and 
the rest of the world. 

Prepare N ext War. 

Though the actual mass slaughter 
of the working class youth stopped, no 
more than the last shot was fired the 
capitalist C'lass immediately started 
preparing for another slaughter worse 
t•hat the last one. Today we are cele• 
bratlng the 8th anniversary of the end­
Ing of the slaughter by the capitallst 
class, but at the  same Ume we find 
that the capitalist class Is preparing 
for a worse slaughter of the youth 
than It did In the world war. Jn 
America t'hru the capitalist govern· 
ment, the industry and the minds of 
the youth are being prepared for even 
a worse ripping of guts and gassing of 
young workers. 

Peace and War Confabs. 
In the different parts ot the co�ntry 

we have the so•called peace confer­
ences and peace matings by llbrals and 
pacifists of all kinds. In the other 
prt of the ci�� we bff the �n� 
lnll'S under the direction of t·he govern· 
ment, Me�tlngs of manufacturers and 
capltal!sts devising new ways and. 
means of warfare, to slaughter the 

• • • 
C E NTRAL AM E R �CA-

Wnll Street take!! Its hat of! to Law­
rence Dennis, charge d'atralres 1n Nie• 
aragua. He rushed United States war• 
shivs and marines to Nicaragua., Gua• 
temala and Honduras and thus co11• 
Y inced the rebels In these countrie� 
that for the time being they should 
n ot revolt. Jn Nicaragua, United 
States warships and marines helpeu 
ln  the selection of Adolfo Diaz, who 
will try to be a good boy a.s the "re• 
public's" new president. Now, chl l ·  
tl ren, a l l  together : Three cheers tor 
democracy ! Three cheers for the 
Monroe doctrine ! 

NEW B R I EFS 
The Amei;ican Legion Is st!II carry• 

ing on Its campaign to prevent th e · 
abolition of poison gas in warfare. 
They claim It is a better way of dying 
I.ban to receive hot  lead In your stom • 
acb.. But why take . e ither ?  

• • • 

The conapse of the last dlsarma 
ment conference makes the follower� 
of the question "skeptical" as to the 
succeas of the general disarmament 
conference to be convoked by the
League of Nations next Beptembti�. 
We are more than skeptical. Disarm• 
:iment con!erences are only fakes to 
take the ,minds of the people off the 
hestlc war pre,parat1ons, eto. 

• • • 
On Nov. 17 the case of Saeco anll 

Vanzetti was again placed In the hand1-
of the Supreme Court. Judge Webster 
Thayer, who ref'usell to grant the two 
l abor organizers a new trial on the 
ground o! newly discovered evldenc-t> 
(confession of Madeiro11 ) ,  has allowecl 
exceptions and sent the bill to the 
Supremo Court. Demonstrations for 
the release of Sacco and Vanzetti are
taking vlace In many oountrles. 

• • •

youth of the United tSates and of The great powers o! the world were 
other countries. Though we )rnow blamed for the existing al!a!rs In Ch ! · 
that the same preachers, priests, l ib· na by Senator William E. Borah, In an 
erals and pacifists who are holding address before the National Council of 
meetings todny for peace, when t·he Jewish Women. 
time comes that the capitalists declare • • •
war, they will be whole-heartedly sup- The young farmers should be ln<ter· 
porting f t, ested In the fact that at the two-day 

Take for instance In Pittsburgh we conference of Southern Cotton Grow• 
have the celebration of the ending of ers' Associations and northern farm 
war, babblts of all kinds shouting that unions, Senator Caraway of Arkansa$ 
we won the war for :oeace and so on knocked the failure of' Cal and Co. to 
and that peace will be ere forever, Not solve the farm· crisis. He said the 
far away from were te parade started • president ' s committee Is "helping the 
we ave' te Darvo Building, te ordnance speculutors and doing nothing for the 
de:oartment avlng a meeting of the farmers." 
Pittsburgh District Manufacturers dis• 
cussing new ways of making lethai 
weapons, ammunition, armor plates, 
navy steel rails, and all other lmple• 
ments of slaughter, So that a few days 
ago even before the conference, Mr. 

• • •
A real futernstlng ntralr Is promised 

by tho New York League for New 
Years Eve, Dec. 31 ,  at Harlem Casino , 
116th street and Lenox avenue. 

RELIGION AND THE YOUNG WORKER 
Darvo, the chief of ordnance depart•
ment In the Pittsburgh district, de• 
clared that. 111 case of another war 
Pittsburgh manufacturers will not be 
caught napping, and that they will be 
able to change over night Into just as 
ceaseless makers ot war ammunition 
as they are now ·producing goods in 
peace time, 

SONG OF 
THE COLLABURATIONISTS 

By F R E E M AN H A PGOOD 
Genera l Sec'y. American Association 

• Advancement of Ath eism,

A 
CHAP 011 • my street tells me of a
conversation he had with the jan­itor of the apartment house in which he l ives, The janitor's wife has just • borne her fifth child, and the husband is wondering where the money is com• ing from to feed another hungry mouth. After pouring his cup of-woe in te the ears of my friend, he re­signed himself to his fate, saying ; "Oh, well, I guess we have to take what god gives us." This statement from a worker ls the result of yearsof ecclesiastical propaganda. 

Such Is ·  religion, It takes· the fight ou� of a worker. He puts "will ofgod" before the ·comfort of h is own 
family when the church has Instilled its stultifying ideas In his mind.  
"'God's In his heaven, all'•s right with 
the world" may be fine poetr)', but it's mighty pooc phllosovhy for the 
worker. 

But, what is worse, tiils janitors five 
boys will grow u:o imbued with the 
same ''leave it to god" Idea-unless 
we reach them. The cause of the pro• 
letarlan will never prosper while the 
goddites are In power, 

Contented Serva nt Stuff. 
"Servants, be obedient unto your 

master," and similar passages are to 
be found all thrugh the Bible. And 
the pr.eachers quote them to good ef· 
feet. I hav-e before me a catechism 
that was especially designed for 
youoger folk-moaning young workers 
--that is distributed free of charge In 
large quantities, Listen to p1is ; 
"Why Is It to believe or have faith 
In Christ?  Answer ; "To trust In 
Christ alone for salvation," Wo work• 
·ers prefer to trus� in ourselves for
"salvation," and do· :what we can to
better ourselves, not trust in a man
who was buried 2,000 years ago-If he
ever Jived. Another ; "Why do you 
need Chr-is.t as a prophet ?" Answer; 
"Because I am ignorant.'' Now any
class•conscious worker ls not lgnor:rnt 
of the forces that are keeping him
down, . and he hao his  prsphet, if they .
can be so called, whose doctrines can 
lead him to a. full return on h is  labor. 
And again : "What is the tenlh cum•
mandment ?" Answer :  "Thou shalt 
not covet, etc," A flue capi talist doc• 
trine l Be satisfied with what . Yon 
have. The answer to the lleir.t ques·
tion ·is that the tenth commandment 
teaches us to be "content with our 
lot." The Intelligent young worker 
v;lll not be content with his lot. and

will not ask· a god to "give us this day 
our dally bread." He will take meas• 
ures to get It, and all that Is right• 
fully coming to him, 

Opposed to M il itancy, 
But the greatest slave that rnllgion. 

applies to the workers'. wounded s11lril 
is the promise of mansions in the sky 
in the hereafter. Religionists prate 
about being meek and subdued in this 
life, and draw fancy pictures of a re• 
ward in heaven.. This Is the most in· 
sidious teaching. of all. If they can 
only get th·e worker ,to· believe · he ls 
going to walk on gold-paved streets 
and play a harp In a blissful world to 
como he will not stir up trouble and 
be too particular to get what belongs 
to him in the he:re and now., Thus the 
church tries to keep his mind on an 
after l ife, and divert his attention 
from problems that demand his atten· 
tion.. Three b'i.l l ion dollars' worth of 
church prol)erty aro now devoted to 
keeping him "happy" with thoughts o( 
immortality and the rewards to come 
-if he is  subject unto his master
now ! 

That there Is a sprinkling of good· 
hearted and well-meaning peovle In 
the churches no one will deny, That 
Is one· reason for abolishing religion. 
There good folk should be Injecting 
s.t-imnlantJ!, not pedgl!nJl' dop�. 

j 

How About It, Young Workers? 

Are we workers going to stand by 
and be Jell Into the next war as we 
were led Into the last war ? Are we 
Are we going to, without protest, hav·e 
the r,outh, the working class youth, 
sent into the slaughter, w-hl le the Im• 
per!alists are back home and are mak. 
ing profits trom the tools which our 
youth ta to be slaughtered with 1 

M iner■' C lass Is Led by Brookwood er. 

(BLES)-A group of young miners 
In Shenandoah, Pa., have started a
night study claHs under the leadershlll 
of Michael Demchak, president of the 
local union antl a graduate of Brook· 
wood Labor Coll ege.. They are start• 
ing 01it with Englisl1 and labor his t.Ory 
and expect also to study parliamentary 
Jaw and public sveaking, 

Three members of the bakers' local 
union have joined the class.. John P.
Troxell, direotor of education [or tho 
Pennsylvania Federation of Labor, i:; 
co-oneratlnir with the men, 

By ADOLF WOLFF.  
Oh, let's co•lla-bor-ate 
Oh, let's collaborate 

We'll be good horlfes
They'll b!3 good bosso� 

Oh, Jet's collaborat11 
Oh. let's co•lla•bor-ate 

The more we'll slave 
The more they'll save

Oh, . let's co•lla•bor-ate 
Oh, let's collaborate 

•rhe more we sweat
The more they get 

Oh, let's co•lla-bor.ate 
Oh, let's  collaborate 

W•e 'll use our might 
The reds to fight 

Oh, iet's collaborate 
Oh, let's CO•lla-bor-ate 

Capital and labor 
Good friend and ueighbor 

Oh, let·s collaborate 
Oh, Jet's CO•lla•bOr•ate 

Nu chance we'll miss
Tile boss to kiss 

Oh, let's collaborate 
Oh, lert1 oq-lla-bor-&t.t!


