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War and Youth
Early History of International Youth Day

By Sam Darcy

The Rebellion of Canada
By Maurice Spector

rpHE split in the Social Democratic Party of Germany
was presaged as far back as 1904. Not in any con-

scious manner, perhaps, but thru the growing realiza-
tion that the Party was not paying attention to the
real struggle against militarists. Comrades are wont
to say that already at that early period Carl Liebkneeht
realized the right-wing character of the leadership. An

examination of whatever material is available leads one
to doubt this. However, even in beginning of his anti-
militarist work Liebkneeht was already striking a new
note in the activities of the Party.

The ''grey beards" of Social Democracy frowned on
Liebknecht's activities and called them mad youthful
adventurism. But Liebkneeht continued his work which
essentially gave him large contact among the youth—
and this was to be of tremendous important in later
years.

When the World War broke out the German Party
split into three main factions. The bulk of the leader-
ship of the Party supported the war, but not in a united
fashion. They were split into two factions—the openly
patriotic pro-war elements and those who tended to
centrism and pacifism. Liebkneeht, however, stood out
as the leader of the anti-war group.

The test of this came on the discussion in the parlia-
mentary fraction as to how to vote when the question
of war credits arose. There Scheidemann spoke for
support of the bill, for the rallying the Socialists of
Germany in support of it, and for the calling of Ger-
mans thruout the rest of the world to come to the sup-
port of the Fatherland. The Kautskyites were for ab-
staining from voting. They said that the war was here
and there was nothing they could do about it but that
direct support would be impermissible. So they ad-
vocated aibsention—which of course meant giving sup-
port, because of the confusion that would be thrown in-
to the party ranks. Liebkneeht, however, fought against
voting .war» credits and favored a militant struggle
against the war. In this struggle, he was supported
by 'Clara Zetkin now a memlber of the Communist Inter-
national in charge of women's work; by Franz Mehring,
the veteran Socialist who died shortly after Liebknecht's
murder; by Rosa Luxemburg, and by most of the young-
er elements in the Party.

Liebkneeht was overwhelmingly defeated in the Reich-
stag fraction. On the first vote he obeyed Party dis-
cipline and voted with the rest of the group in favor
of the war credit proposals. On the second vote a short
while later, however, he realized that this was a funda-

that the Party was going to split.
The bureaucracy, however, felt calm thinking that

Liegknecht could do nothing against their united oppo-
sition.

The anti-war and really revolutionary elements in
the Party began to sizzle with excitement over the be-
trayal. They were, however, mostly the younger Party
members. The old veterans supported Kautsky and the
others who had at one time given good service to Social
Democracy but who had now collapsed in the face of a
real test. Very little could 'be done openly, however, for
the time. The kaiser's government supported the right
wing and threatened extermination to all who took any
revolutionary action.

This situation continued until the latter part of 1915.
By that time the revolutionary youth, fired by the ex-
ample of Liebkneeht, began to feel more confident about
the possibility of carrying on anti-war work.

They secretly called a conference of all the Socialist
youth organizations of Europe in Berne, Switzerland.
The border regulations were strict and the governments
were watching carefully any movement which might de-
velop along this line. Germany was at the height of its
military success. Yet they succeeded, despite everything.
Delegates from the youth movements of five countries
gathered and took steps which had a marked influence
on the whole history of what was to transpire during
the next few years. The workers took courage from this
brave display of revolutionary valor and began again
gathering their forces for a renewed offensive against
capitalism. Other conferences took place. And finally
from these came the organization of the Communist In_
ternational. Thus, it was that the youth was desTined to
play the leading role in the beginning of the organization
of a new revolutionary international of workers.

The Young Communist International set aside a day
annually to commemorate the heroism and loyalty that
these young workers showed in accomplishing what
they did in the face of an opposition that extended from
the kaiser thru the alLies to Kautsky and the Socialists.
This day is International Youth Day.

At first, Lenin called the revolutionary youth the
vanguard of the vanguard. Because, indeed, were not
these young workers the leaders in those early days of
that section of the working class which was destined
to 'become the vanguard of the whole class? Today,
however, the youth movement is taking its more natural
place as a support to the 'Communist Parties thruout the
world and as the rallying center for all young workers.

7TTHE former prime minister, MacKenzie King, is talk-
•*• ing in the House. The grand-son of the ''Little Rebel"
William Lyon Mackenzie, whose short-lived insurrection
of 1837 had been instrumental in forcing so-called ''re-
sponsible government" from Downing Street, has just
been given a taste of "irresponsible government"—and
is swallowing hard. Beaten on the question of the Cus-
toms Scandal involving his cabinet, he had advised His
Excellency, the Governor General, to dissolve Parlia-
ment. But instead, Baron Byng had called upon the
willing Tory leader, Meighen, to form a government. An
unprecedented course of conduct—this, King complains,
for the Crown to refuse dissolution to its ministerial
adviser. There has been nothing like it in Great Britain
for the last hundred years—or are we to understand that
Canada has reverted to the status of a Crown Colony?
"Are you trying to start a rebellion?" shouts a Tory
back-bencher. ''No," cornels King's unheroic retort. "I
am trying to prevent one."

Another "Rebellion of 1837?"

But can he? Can King or anybody else stop the poli-
tical and social forces at work for the separation of
Canada from the Empire? Is Canada heading for an-
other but more important and larger scale "Rebellion
of 1837?" Certain it is that the Dominion has run into
the biggest ''constitutional crisis" in Its history—a crisis
that may well mark a turning point in its relations with
the Empire. The action of the Governor General in re-
fusing dissolution to King, only to grant this privilege
to the Conservative leader sixty-five hours later, has
forced the issue of Canadian "status" well into the fore-
ground of a general election. The revelations of the
Customs 'Scandal, the immediate cause of King's down-
fall, fade into relative insignificance. It is common
knowledge that both capitalist parties are corrupt. Both,
according to the evidence is-ubmitted ibefore the Investi-
gating Commission, had accepted contributions to their
campaign funds from the liquor manufacturers. How-
ever much, then, Meighen may deny that there is any
"constitutional issue" at all and Mackenzie King and his
timid followers seek to interpret the crisis in terms of
Gladstonian parliamentary tradition, the point at stake
is fundamentally—the status of Canada.

What is "Dominion Status?"

''After this war," said Bonar Law while the world
struggle 'was still going on, "the relations between the
great Dominions and the Mother Country can never be
the same." Whether this utterance was prompted by
(sentiment or perception, it was true that the destiny of
the Dominions was to 'be very deeply affected by the
new re-grouping of forces arising from the war. But
the actual "status" of the Dominion still remained a
matter of suspense and debate. To those "extremists"
who urged that the Dominion was not yet [possessed of

complete self-determination and who denied that na-
tional self-determination was at all possible within the
bounds of the capitalist Empire, those loyal to the Brit-
ish connection replied that we were already a self-gov-
erning country. Had not the Dominions 'become signa-
tories of the Treaty of Versailles? Had not the 1m-
•perial Conference of 1923 given them the right to nego-
tiate treaties specifically affecting their own interests
—such as the Halibut treaty 'between Canada and the
United States? We were already completely self-govern-
ing equal partners of Great Britain within the '^British
Commonwealth."

Canada a Colony.

On this question of self-determination, Lord Byng has
finally put a stop to the confusion of tendency with ac-
complished fact, vindicating the position of the "extrem-
ists." "Lord Byng," writes the well-known British stu-
dent of colonial development, Professor Keith, "in refus-
ing the dissolution of Parliament, has challenged ef-
fectively the doctrine of the equality of status of the
Dominionls and the United Kingdom and has relegated
Canada decisively to the colonial status she had be-
lieved she had outgrown." Neither in actual fact nor in
international laiw, were Great Britain and Canada ever
equals. The British North America Act, which is the
constitution of Canada, is an act of the Imperial Par-
liament and can be amended by that authority only. The
interpretation of that Act or Constitution lies in the end
not with the Supreme Court of Canada but with the
Privy Council in London as, for example, when it de-
clared the Lemieux (Industrial Disputes Investigation)
Act outside of the power of the Dominion Government.
Canada can declare neither war nor peace. When Great
Britain is at war, Canada will be automatically treated
as a belligerent by powers at war with England. The
Governor General is not only head of the state but a
commissioner dispatched from London to report on Can-
adian affairs. OByng reminds Canada that she is 'still a
colony.

Downing Street's imperial Policy.
That Byng's intervention was not accidental tout bears

the earmarks of a Downing Street policy of imperial
self-assertion against centrifugal tendencies is attested
'by isome recent Australian experiences. Not long ago a
memorandum was signed hy every state in Australia, ex-
cept Victoria, asking the Dominion's Secretary Amery to
consider appointing local men in place of imperial prod-
ucts to the posts of state governors. Downing Street's
reply was that as the matter was not unanimous, it had
better stand over. A few months ago the Governor of
New South Wales deliberately refused the advice of his
ministers to sanction the appointment of a sufficient
numlber of lalbor senators to the Upper House to have
given the Labor Government a complete majority. A




