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'icss of our leader, Comrads Ruthen-

———

Ruthenberg’s Contributions to the League.

BY SAM DARCY.

Our enemies can rejoice. They
have won a distinct advantage In the

berg. Bt scber minded workers will
feel the loss and work 'harder in the
movement to help sustain it

If this applies t othe adult workers, |

it applies infinitely more to the young
workers who have so few sble leaders
among ourselves and so f.w among
the adult workers who anderstand our
problems, and can give us guidance.
Comrade Ruthenberg was one of those
who can serve as ag example for all

of us. -4

The history of his activities in con.
nection ‘with the working class youth
the Left Wing within the Socialist

Party in 1917-1918-1919. As the lead-
er of the Left Wing forces in the mid-
die west in the very early days he
constantly worked with the existing
vouth organization and was largely in-

i-War Meeting in Cleveland.

fstrumenta! in winning them for tle
'L(-f( Wing.

It was, however, in September of
11919 that he begun working with the
{youth on a national scale and giving
|it the careful personal guidance that
j#teered it away from the betrayals of
ithe Socialist Party and the inevitabin
Jdestruction that lay in the conflict of

the varions Communias sa-.. o

clawasasIL EBIUUPN,

i After the September conventions of
i1hv Socialist Party, Communist Labor
:l’ar:y. and Communist Party, Com-
-TRil¢ Ruthenberg met in a joint com-
mittee with John Reed, ).onis C. ¥ral.
ha zod some other of (he oiult com-
rad 4 together with Gerisch, Ball,
Varlson, etc. of the Y. P, §, L, to
work out u plan that would make pos-
t%ible the building of g Communist
‘¥Youth movement under the joint aus-
[Plees of the € P, and. €. P and C.
L. P, thereby climinating the utiliza-
tion of the youth movement as a fac-
"1inn in the hands of one group or the
‘other. It was the Support to this pro-
‘posal thal made possible the formal
Splitting of practically the entire
Vouth movement from the Soctalist

Party ar the suceading convention in
Rochester.

By thic time Ruthenberg had be-
«.-(mw one of the outstanding leaders
n the struggle against militarism anq
the war in this country. He already
had served in Canton, O., for an anti.
war address in Cleveland against con-
scription. [ike Liebknecht ;. _ learn-
! the problems of the youth largely
‘hru hix anti-war and anti-militarist
Rctivities  In 1929 he again wag in-
BN ted tn New Yufk

dates back to. the early struggles of

About a week after leavirg thy
gates o Sing Sing he attendeq iy
first national convention of the Youn
Workers’ League and worked to hey
it formulate its policies and progm,
Even those in the conveation ¢,
to the position that Comrade Ruthey,
be€x took on the-verious policieg e
preased admiration at the thorope,
with which he bad studied our pp,
lems and the understanding he ahoy.
ed of thom. Thc writer had €XDregg
ed differences with a position ¢y
Comrade Ruthenberg had taken, Aty
the convention when the position ¢y
Comrade Ruthenberg took passeq W
an overwhelming mﬂoﬂty_._ and
otlier Teader would be satisfled to “je;
well enough walone”, he called ¢he
writer into conference and weng nto
ylong and patient detall to show tne
correctness of his position.

8Since then, as the leader of the
Party, he constantly helped and gawe
guidance to the organization of th
revolutionary young workers, ty
Young Workers (Communist) Leagn
of America. He often wrote on youth
problems. In the previor- issue o
this papér one of Comrade Ruthes
berg’s articles is reprinted whia
gives even the superticial student of
our work the feeling that here was
a revolutioniat who did not deal with
general phrases but understood

After the last convention when the
League - wag practically non-existenmt
Comrade Ruthenberg again began
ftudying the problems of the Laague.
In a series of sessions with the writ
er he outlined a campaign for build.
{ing the League. He brought his pla
into the ('entral Executive Committes
of the Party and there formulated
the slogan, “Build a league umt
wherever there exists a party ust?
The campaign toward this end had
to be postponed for a period-becsse
of many new developments in th
movement which interfered. His s8>
sequent death prevented him from
completing the work. Let us however,
commemorate the memory to Ruthen
berg by carrying to a successful con-
clusion the work he outlined but
which his untimely dsath prevented
him from carrying into.effect. Let the
Party of Ruiheuberg carry on in his
spirit the artual tasks before it,

L ] L ] L ]

We can hardly appreciate the tre
jmendous role that Comrade Ruther
;berg played in the fistory of the
,American Gommunist movement. We
lare too close to him as yet to see his
work objectively. When we look at
the history of the Russtan Commw
nist Party we are most Iimpressed
by Lenin's leadership of the Bolshe
viks during thé developments of the
Communist faction and °subsequent
Communist Party 19036, to the fimal
victory in 1917. Ruthenberg played s
similar role in the development ®f
the Communist Party beginning with
1912 to the split in 1919 and the
founding o: the Communist Party sd
sequently, Only death nrevantad kin
from carrying on his work furthe.
He was undoubtedly the outstasé
Ing figure in the application of Le*
inism in this country, He led B
every struggle to establish a Leaisist
policy and activity: the stroggle fof
a legal Party and the recent fight o8
the Labor Party are only two of the
many examples.
I We have undoubtedly received §
.ETeat blow in losing him. Shall ¥
‘weep? Shall wae express plous with

. ; state and served g o« and weak phrases? No'

erm in ing Siug, "
fro'm '4which he r"e hav;;“::ﬂ
emerged in Apri],} guidance. i

1422, Despite the §'§ slogan was:
trem« ndous vol. L 1 “LET'S FIGHT
tme of work that NN ON!"
faced him and his GSNE With the e¥

weakenend physical B ot
coeudition ke ar-}
ranged L4 ope o B
his firet 1aske tha
“'udvinz of the gir. 38
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ample of his revo
B0 { 1utionary interit!.
his sell-aarrificios
devotjon and bi
thoro understand-
ing we will figbt

Notice the Cops at Both Meetings. on'



