Marxism and Materialism

ARXISTS take the position that
M :

natural science logically leads to
a materialist view of the universe.

Materialism declares that the world
exists outside of, and independently of
human knowledge. Matter, it asserts,
exists independently of and prior to,
though inclusive of, mind. The impres-
sions that we have of the world, ac-
cording to materialism, are produced in
our minds by the world, more or less
copies of the world. It is not mind
which produces the world, but the
world which produces mind and makes
impressions upon it.

The more we study animal bodies
and intelligence, the more we see that
thought is a property of nervous sys-
tems and brains. Destroy the brain,
and you destroy the mind. Thought, in
other words, is the functioning of a
brain; and mind is the property of that
highly complicated form of matter
known as brain.

IS THERE A GOD?

All thoughts of which we have any
knowledge exist in the consciousness of
animals or human beings with brains,
and cease to exist with the destruction
of this material organ. No one ever had
an idea whose origin cannot be found
in the world in which that person has
lived. Furthermore, nervous systems
and brains have never been found out-
side of animal bodies. If thought is
merely the function of brains, then
clearly it is absurd to think that there
can be any great mind governing the
universe. Otherwise, we would find
somewhere the vast nervous system
through which that great mind would
be functioning.

The more we study the world the
more the conclusion is forced upon us
that there existed a time when there
was no life. For countless centuries
there must have been only inorganic
(or lifeless) matter, but that out of the
innumerable chemical changes which
were constantly going on in the earth
while cooling from an intensely hot
molten mass, some of these changes re-
sulted in the formation of living or-
ganic matter, from which have evolved
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the great hosts of plants and animals
now covering the surface of the earth.
If this picture is correct, then certainly
mind did not produce the world or has
not even always been found in the
world, but was rather itself produced
by the world.

KNOWLEDGE OF TRUTH

This is the view of materialists, ac-
cepted not because the materialists de-
sire it to be true (desire has nothing
whatsoever to do with truth) but be-
cause the study of science forces that
view upon us. We believe that man
needs to know whatever is true, for it
is only knowledge of the truth which
enables us to fashion for ourselves a
life more in accordance with our hu-
man needs. We believe with Socrates
that man should “follow the truth whi-
thersoever it may lead” and with Jesus
that “Ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall set you free.”

Idealists, on the contrary, have al-
ways asserted that mind is more fun-
damental than matter. They maintain
that thought produced the world, and
that thought now governs the world.

IS THERE A SOUL?

Idealism (the doctrine that the world
i1s governcd by ideas) arose naturally
from the efforts of primitive man to ex-
plain nature. It was natural for early
man to believe that everything which
moved was alive. Just as we move be-
cause of our own feeling or thought, so
it seemed natural that the movements
of other bodies were produced by feel-
ing or thought. The whole universe
seemed alive to primitive peoples.

Afterwards, the doctrine of souls
complicated this picture. The only way
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