FRANCIS FRANKLIN TURNS RAT ,

Francis Franklin has denounced all Cormmunisbts-~both CP members and expelled--
who have fought the opportunism of the CPUSA leadership.

Francis Franklin is suddenly "most decisively opposed to any unification" of ex-
pelled comrades, To Francis Franklin, expelled comrades are nou: tprofessional ensty |
agents"; "cold and calculating anti-Party censpirators®; “every variety of anti-Party
adventurer'; "very decidedly worse then the present leadership of the C.P.U.3.A."5 t
"thoroughly opportunist themselves, in many cases absolutely unprincipled, and sven
in some cases completely anti-working class'; "carccrists of one variety or ancthertc’

Uith sudden Dudenzical revslation, F.F, discovirs that expelled comrades:#brinz |
grist to the mill of enemies of the Party who wish to creaté a rival orsanization
coinreting with the Party in order to confuse and split the class conscious workers';
Wopstruct the healthy developments" in the CPUSA; “strengbthsn the grip of opnorbunlsi
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and Lureaucracy"; ''zerve objectively as a diversion, as an obstacle retarding the
procese of norual internal Farty developuentt; etc, etc,

€2 top cof all this, expelled comrades (who are guilty of winfantile and anti-
wer.ing class phra cmonge:wng”) "are really quite unimportantt}

Tito what we might term an omnibus cubby-hole of his past, F.I*. shoves the foll--
owving (via implication or designation): Trotskyites, ICP, LY. iotes, llarrison Gecrge,
the Miiest Coast Committee to RBestore the Revolntionary Principles and Built the CPU-
SA%, Max Bedacht, Marhatban Corrmnist Bulletin, The Key, Turninz Point, and endless
other certain'" comrades and groups in L.4., rrl"‘ stc. ete, With one eye peering
inte this motley cubby-hole and the other scanning Jc:Person School for vacancy possi-
bilities, ¥.,F. intones: "We cannot emphasize too strongly that the basic character of
all these little groups is eitlier opportunist or reactionaryt,

The eye scanning Jefferson School turns in a hopeful report, and F.7. unsleeves
his trump card: ¥YAny Perty member who participates in any way with the activity of any
such organizztion or who meels with any so called 'Comwnist? organization outside of
the 1arty should be expelled from the Party-{(our emphasis) unless he publicly repudi-
ates his errors and dlscon inues such practices,!

liow do those CP members who have contacted F.)*, since his "Upen Letiter! feei?
Is there any doubt that F.F, has turned ratl .. :

» has given the wink to the CUUSA leadership that he is now ready for a deal,
¢ has lists, he has correspondence with expelled and CP mewbers, and he attemsts sys-~
tematianJJ to indicate that he has an overall kncwledge of the active personnci of
tie expelled movement. F.Fe has evaluated his virtues, and he now poses the cuestion

vo the CruSn Jleadership: WHAX Al I CFFsRED? Ile has put in his bid to become the Natig-
nel Commiitee's "finger man', or possibly its McGohey prosecuting the expelled move-
ment and those CPF members who may have written I'.F. encouragement afier his "QOpen
letter"., 4 deal will me made, Tt is only-necessary, first; for a' few technical prepar
ations to be made revolving about the contacting of our profound, professorial prostl—
tute by one of the very political pimps attacked in his "QOpen lLetter",

In its May issue (Vol.II, iic. 4), Turrln _Point rang a warning bell on F.T,'S
switch ©o "Sociglisn Through Gonstltut onal Amcndment". Before we consider I*.7,'2 ne:
movements, we should note his 3 justifications for turning informers (1) IHs#work!
been accomplished"; (2) "The best way, thersfore, for us to demonstrate our firm oppo-
sition" to the idea '"that some new organization ~rei~ting outside of the larty or seei-
ing to form a factional grouping inside the rarty con solve the problems of the Partyt
"is to dissolve, to cease publication, and to rencunce completely any endeavor to in-
tervene, even by advice, in the internal affairs of the Communist rarty”- and (3) this

action will "help the Party',

.. insists that he can do this now because the CFUSA leadership has changed for
the better, and the American working class is now under correct leadership: (1) "com-
Plete ¢ UJ+ulaulO 15 . « chave not recently been occurring and are now‘gunerally recogni-
zed as errors'; (2) "The mobilization of the masses for active struggle! in delznse of
democracy "has been decidedly improving'; and (3) '"resistance to the right-wing agents

the emnloyers...is definitely increasing'.

F.F., fails to remind us that while the CP leadership does on rare occasion refer

to cerbain capituletions as errors, blame Tor these is laid on unndmed "left-wir
progressives! (usvally terme u.“they”) The Natioral Committec has not ouned up o
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such capitulaticns as the CIQ redbaiting resclution, the anti-Soviet veto resolution
Harshall Plau suppert (at the Boston CI0 Convention and in supporting for Congress ;
the Cellars, bouglases, liollifields) etc, It is not that F,F, does not racorsnize the
vational Comu.ttee!s hypocrisy; it is simply that P.7,, himself, has been inducted
irfio the regal order of hypocrites. - B

Since when have the capitulationS'ceaseé? Jt is true that conditions in the U.s,
are forcing the American working class, rank.and file CPUSA merbers, and even GP =
trade union leaders to fight for dear 1ife, but the gP leadership

gels no credit for this, Sven at this late date, CP union leaders have to break
Party diseipline and buck the instructions of the il, C, in ordcr not to betray the

WORKOPBis i< teoni o Tanit 80 174 500" S0t ser, e g "t . ey >

Have capitulations on the T,H. affidavits Ceesew? Haven' the UOMIA and the Un .-
followed the affidavit procession? The H.C.. advised such leaders as Ilendérson, Perlow
and Travis to resign from the Party in order to sign the T .M. affidavits. Its supreme
hypocrisy .in this case was its refusal, despite the pleas of derelict trade union
leaders who look to the H.Q..for‘leadership,-to offer specific advice regarding the
T.H, affidavits, I e e :

\

Yhat greater capitulation can there .be than the Dennis—ﬁoster’butcheﬁv of Marx-
ism~Leninism at the foley Square trial? But F,F, agrees with this so it is not butch-
ery. If the theory of peaceful institution of Socialism does not register with F.T. -
as capitulation to the bourgeoisie, then, we are sure, very 1ittlé will. But in this.
case, F.I'e should not imply that the CRUSA leadership has changed. He should state
that he was wrong about them until now. -~ - : L

Does F.I'. think that a correct fight is being conducted for the freeing of the--
G¥Ush leaders and their laviyers, for the legality of the CrUSA, and for democracy, Is
he satisfied with wires and postcards at a tire vhen Washington is implanting a dead-
ly fear into the American people and strong examples are nesded o develop the noten-
tial militancy of the American worling class. Doesn't #,T, know that if the rank and
Tile CIUSA comrades were not held back by their ‘leaders that they could work up a
real militant and telling fight for the smashing of the Feley Square outrage?

The main point is this. Exactly because the American workers are being forced =
into militancy by their everyday problems,. exactly because ‘the indietments are-revol-.
ting to the American peonle as a wholeyit is important for us to contirue our fight -~ .
for a real party. What a time to give up--with reasons!. iR g el

Before, says rT', the CP leadership supported Marshall Plan candidates, But does—
n't it do that today? Where does Caddy stand? The real reason that the ALD is endors-
ing fewer capitalist candidates this year isn't because CP leaders are more principisl
or less willing torsell dut, It-is simply because Lhe red-baiting hysteria has reach--
ed such a pitch that most Democrat and Republican candidates_now'refgsé QLP endorse~ |
ments, ' : ; ’ ’ '

"at that time", PF finds that there was bureaucracy and opportunism; no channels
for demacratic discussion, YAt that time", FF finds that‘"Discussion-and'criticism,
however, were driven out of the Party, Hence certain aspcts of normal Party 1ife have
been necessarily conducted, although to a .very limited extent, outside of the larty,n
Can FF tgll us seriously, even from the respectable side of the fence, that discuss-
ion and eriticism have been welcomed back into the CP,and"if not, what has haopened
to those "aspscts gf Party life..,conducted outsiden, o, ¥F has nobt adnitted the
real reasons for his switch, - A ' : .
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+his situation, ib was and is our considered judgment that it was absolutely necoas
ary that comrades voice their criticisms even at the risk of expulsion." Absoluheis
recassuryl And yet it 1s: obvious that the situation in the GrFiUSA 1s the same today".
o ~hy isn't it still absolutely necessary for' Franklin to voice his criticisms in-
stead of avolding intervention in.the affairs of the CF, instead of advocating the
exnulsion of those CP comrades whe are still fighting within the C.P. .

s

T recounts his former criticisms of the rarty leadership and then states; '"In
L

o, let us see what F.F. is worth, Let us asscss his Communist Morality (see FT,
on Commnist morality). lhy did F.F. suddenly decide tc thirow in his career with the
anti-opportunist movement, and why did he,as suddenly,decide to sell out? After alliy
F.F. is a very timid man. Hence; why tlie ring of resolve in his overture and the
squeal of Reiscl in his finale? : = e B8 M T -

It is very simple, F.F. wetched the anti-ophortunist movement for some time qui s
etly, attenpting to guage its shuength, ilhile he .atcuedyhe rrepared his long "QOpen
Letter', Ioticing the rising feruvent around. him, noticing that. other leaders were °
throwing in their lot with the expelled comrades--and heving finished his "Open letter
--F.F, contactedthe P.R. Club, CPUSA (Expelied) in haste. He announced his intention
to take part in the fight for a real Party and asked that his "Open Letter! be spreat.
He .read bhe lebtter to a member of the F.R. Club,and despite soe disapreement ,we de-
cided to help turn it out and circulate its 3% twrned oub Ister thit F.I'» had omitled
terkain bad sectichs in that reading. In this first step, F.F., considered that he was

—
%

moving with the tides Ve will skip the involved finagling of F.¥., in-the expellcd
movement. (See some discussion of this in Turning roint, Vol No. 2, "The Crisis in
Harrison George & Co.') - F 8 & Sy oy SR v T
We have already witnessed'several leaders who burst on the scenc with a document,
7oited for the acclamation of disciples, and when these didn't materialize automati-
cally in the quantity and with the dispatch desired, reconsidered their original re-
solubions, To these characters, the life-breathing axiom is "Leaders must have Follow-
¢rs——if I don's find them in heaven, I'1l find them in hell." 'S0 F.F,, as he famed
_his original heat with a copy of the "Open Léttert, waited impatiently to be acclaim-
" ed, . lle waited for the chjective forces of U.S. histery (in the "disciple season of.
19L8-45) to respord Lo the subjective impulse of F.Fe And when the building of a real
CP went along its slow, tiresome way, IF.F. began to reconsider his tactics in pursuit
of prestige, followers, respectability within the Communist movement, and a job . at
Jefferson Schoole = s ' "

~ Again he prepared--this time his exit, He found his reason in the trial at Foley
Square, F.F. began to mutier mmitrunityunilyunity” . After a period of i tyunity”
muttering, F.F's rared back and formilateds anyong who darcs criticize the leadership
of the CrUSA destroys unity end is an cnery agent. {The reader will remember thatl
this all-purpose formila vas ieveled at F.F. himselZ at the tine of his expulsion.)

t occurred to F.F. without too much heavy .thosit that his.zctivities within the
exvelled movessent could be transformed from liabilities into assets, Wouldn't he be
acceptable to the CP leadership if he proved to be unstingy with ary information he
had -on the expelled movement? le was sure evervthing would be worked oul somehow,
And if necessary, until the political pimp made contact with him-and arranged the
wages of virture, he could relax while he prepared a new course of study for his re-
turn to Jefferson Schools

So F.i. again prepared a document, this time rather brief (because a word %o liax
Weiss is sufficient—-in the switching of philosophical horses), ard in the issue 713
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(Oct,lO, 1942) of his Bulletin, "Towards Sociaglism! anmournced "we are discontinuing
publication and our club is dissolving,n

. .

why did F.7. turn rat at this point. He turned rat on Lhe occasion of the Folew
Square Trial when it hecame a 1little dengerous to coatinue to Ls g revolutionary Ccﬁ ~
murist, . Faced vdith a hysterical America seemingly in the hands of icGohey, lledina ¢
Co., F.l's decided that it would indeced be an excrllant idea to renounce revolution srgd
force and violence, But how does ons do this withlouwk exposing one's cowardice?

"F.F. reasoned thus: (1) in the light of the Smith Act and its current applica-
tion, I renounce the revolutionary theories of rarxism-Leninism; (2) I must also maie
oy personal fortress more secure against any FBI encroachments; (3) I can do this
elther by reentering the CPUSA for added protection of numbers or by completely dis-
affiliating myself from all formal organizational Commnist groups, Parties, or soci-
eties while establishing some understanding of aid or at least newtrality with the
CIUSA leadership; (4) either of these two alternativqg_necessggggps a denunciation of
the expelled moverent. - C - 3

liotice that F.F., who renousnces the expelled movererm: and hollers three cheers
for the CrUSA leadership, does nevertheless, not openly state his desire to rejoin
the CIUSA. He only makes it quite clear that a wonderful deal of sorts could be con-~
summated, What is the opportunist logic in this position,

4 -

F.F. varmly adopts the label "non~Party Comminist (meaning, ‘he takes great vairs
to make clear, compietely unaffiliated Communist). He advises all non~Party Communists
to turn to new wori, "te the general mass moverent and nobt to further efforts to in-
tervene in inner-Party cevelopment!, to "develop mass strugrles" as individuals, to
"the general advance of the working class", etc, etc. F,l', pants that we should as
liberal individuals, believing gererally in Socialism, turn to the immediste problemns
of the workers and work in unions and mess organizations as non-Communists. In the
Llight of the Smith Act, this is certainly a safer perch than the one expelled or Farty
comrades have been sitting on, (Doesn't #,F. know that the C? leadership does every-
thing possible to prevent any work by expelled comrades in the mass organizations?
Doesn't he know that during this election campaign, the CD leadership has been ex$ellmg
comrades. from the CP and forecing thsm out of the AL? for objections to bureaucracy

and opportunism?) : .

'

Having rid himself of subversive affiliatiocs with revolutionary expelled groups,
he noew has the choice of remaining completely wnafi liated or returning on an unprin-
cipled basis to the CPUsh.. F.F. has decided that,depending on which position (in or
out of the CiUSA)is more secure in these trying times, and depending on kow much pre-
stige the CPUSA might offer in a little collective bargaining, he can’'determine his
route without (supposedly} exposing his cowardice on one simple basis, TIf at any
point, F.I', wishes to return to the CMUS: on an unprincivled basis, he can frame his
appeal so that he will readily be accepted as a "finger man', If at any neint, F,I,
feels that he prefers to be rejected, he can frame his appeal. on an unacceptabie bags,
but then, nevertheless, establish at least pleasant relations with the Party by means
of a little information on the expelled movement, : 1

In other words, F,F. has arrived at the highway of his new route, !Tothe north,
he can travel clear of the FBL; to the south, he can retrace his steps to the CI8a--
il enough is offered him or if hysteria lets up a little, Bither direction is cori—
trolled precisely by his approach to the CPUSA leadershin. Whether F.F. cords up in
the CPUSA of merely in quiet conbtact with its leadership, he has voluntearsd o :

"informer!,
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Let us pose our atbitude az;alns* Fol.ts. The P2 Club comrades are quite willing
to rejoin the C:USi. We nover deft -its. we were thrown eut -for-defending Merxism-Len-
inism,. Any time the leadership (.lwnaﬂ:,}mtmally}_-agreds to reverse oyr expulsion, we
will be gled to rd;wn—-—ba’o without mrsajnng one icta of our principles and without
ceasing the fight j“o;r.-*‘a rtea_l G{ is.,’ccsmi"uttezd- 6 T he 'primciples ‘of Marxism-Leninism.
Cf course ve realize: t'ha‘c. he-'rall oLtk :;.ccai?oed back on such terms so ve do not
confuse pecple by:purely. hy',ao ﬁ"bad%#}fdttﬁéﬂngs ‘aborts 'ea;;-rnefs Lo rejoin the CIUsA,
Cn the cther hand) we Dose.tm pﬁoblcm {Pop BE TR Conaigerind what you have To say, you
snould have openly 'é.'n?nealed {or reinstatementy K fr-.-. a,onsiderlne' that you say Lhe
leadera}',;_n has cncm;ved you should be reinstated without changing any of your princip-
les, and-the "GP Lea dcrsh,q.p should acknowledge’ i¥s Erpors in expelling you. Bulbi, alc.u 3
‘,rou have already traded your pr_mcn_plesw ji‘or those of" the De"!nl&-TObteI' cllqae. : :

There. is another less focul'i:m _,nterestln"f »aspec‘f, 1o F..15 aei‘ect"l ony as \-fe 'vru-
dice ted generally in-our '*Onan Letter Lo -Stalin,! (August Tr) . could aeraouncé

Jack Beringls. apnroval of. :bha hero\,s Jdeadin the. CPUSA in Frlvate COI’!VE:I‘S:.thYl, ‘m.i, he
gould hot work-up the- stean to. adwit it openly. Therefore. he. could nob recoricile whish
‘he wes:dging with confusing articles in-the CIB orga.n ‘on the CEUSH. lercould - fict” gek

‘. aside the-onef important weakness of the CIB organ.on the CPUSA and recdgnizeé the, oVET-

"a real LP—-—-‘md there are 1o, 11mits to 't.na:b S e 2. : A -

s T

all importance -of the :paper J_n our- uorlc F.F. hgd to play :Lt safe, S0 he sm“}l*f ﬂoped
_.the attitude -af Bemng. R Ay 5 .

. . " - - -

I‘... is throagh Wl‘bh his discussions "It should be rec..-lj_led oi‘ coufse 'bhai, ;!: is
never the -pr actice of Gonﬁnuplst Parties to conulnae ‘discussions 1“1def.1.n1tely." Well,
Foia probﬂb,J was Jnuulglng in a dlscus 'lon. '-.Ira were ard are fighting opraortu dism for

e b shoulo. 'bé **ecaLea “too. uhﬂ.'b I ..F. pr].sted only a "Pre-(‘,onventlon BuLet:m"
even though it is now one’ year past the. convention. F.Fe could - JU‘Stlfy his remarks
only as pre-convention discussion (and therefore legal). Now that TF.F. has closed. his
ovn discussion and ordered all other comrades to follow suil on paln of being 0011.310.—
ercd. enemy agenbs, we mist raise an important point with F.F. Since this is the end,
why didn't FF merely print his farewell.;speech and quit; why did he have to conclude
all his serial articles after his self-set time was up. Why, if FF 1s through with ad-
vice-and indeperdént thinking, did he: ‘pompously" have to “wintervene! in Party thought
with the last J.'lstu.lll‘lcl'lts of his artlcles on Comr_m.at “o*‘alJ.uy, ‘Ehe Trade, Unions,
and 3 others, Isn't he fi ring.past- his own.cease fire ‘deadline? Uq aré alsot a,nused or
coni‘used by uhe Tact that ¥F s‘blll glves tHe PO Box for GP merbers:to con‘bact him?

n.—,.

£t ~11: seems that TP vas cav‘rect in seVe'c'ely_ attet king: FI‘ for the recent. signs of his
impending sellout in the article, "Some Legel- Advice and: Thoughts-on Legal Rights".
“ Gontrasted with.a poor but better article in gt of To*(f'wcs Socialism, it was obvious
“that FF had found 1t 1ﬁ°o¢:|.ta‘ble Lo sww_tcl v I’o dldn‘t uake long for.the nrooi‘ to :

Tl

materdalizey . - T =T -4 : :' b

: A comrade hes remc.rked that the Franklln "bc.clc 50 w'or]c for'x oster movement" is
depve.“:l.ng., But-is.: ‘th veally .s0? We feel’ it “is ‘a healthy sign. Let 'all the rats show
their tails now, the sooner the ‘rmt‘ter. Uhen & real CP'does emerge in the U.S., there
vill be very -few "sleepers" trying to usurp. l(;.a_dershl'p without the danpger of exposure,
aiany American \,ommnl%s who -are currently’ c.urgl:m.ng b_LGLMI‘-'y (but, with a 1ot of sincer-
ity) will end up in'the same TP and with mutual-trust’ and-respect. “But.an.the hard
1‘.9:(‘1{ of preparing for this CP, we will witness-tHesexposing-and the self-exposure cf

the phonies, We have wetched some ex-Party people turn rat, some sinply succun {' oIt
nenbat fatigure. Dut the resl CP wi 11 be built visibly on the consistent wor k o hon-
oot comrades who have no alternative bub to get a real CP via a bulldog zrip on “the
recogmbion of necessity",

"Reguiescat in Face.” From the Browcerite bowels of revisionism did he core; to
the more ohcx’ brotholg of political prostitubion goes he now.
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