€This is the second of & sories of ar
ticles to appear in the \oice of
{ Labor on the principal industries
n (hicage.—Fd.
A book eould be written about Chi-
cago’s traction . system--and a long
'| book at that. How many bitter facts

|| Motormen and Conductors
: The following news may in-
: terest you: Edward J. Blair

'|| Minute Men of the Constitu-
|| tion, the strike breaking or-
|| ganization founded by Gen.
|| Dawes. Whe is Edward J.
Blair? He is assistant to Brit-

ton |. Budd, president of the
Chicago elevated roads. We
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ITHE CHICAGO TRACTI

By ) RAMIMREZ.
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come to mind in connection with those
1,100 miles of track and that mass of
worn-out equipment that are

upon to answer the basic

tion requirements of the second larg-
est city in the United States. THhe
Chicago Surface Lines alone, with
their 18,000 employes, and their daily
load of more than 1 D00 pas-
sengers, form the center ofy story
which would 6l many pages. '
spite of the repeatedly expressed des
sires of the public, Chicago’s

wystem —a vital need of the
population —remains the property

& handful of rich men, who operate
it solely in the interests of private
profits. This means that
are carried on as cheaply as
repairs are neglected ; for _
lic improvements are s
service on the long distance ?
allowed to remain ridienlously in-
adequate, while only the lucrative
short-haul traffic receives q”
like the proper amount of considers.
tion; every effort is made fo pecure,
exorbitant fares; fake advertising is
carried on; wage advances are
granted except under pressure
strike or the thraat of » strike.

The Fine Art of Jugsiing.
Getting a decent wage has
been a difficult and wearisome bus:
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Surface Lines, offered to “compro- ling to sell out to the city. In this
misg” on 65 cents an hour. Later, he connection even “Investment News”
his offer to 88 cents an hour; 4 financial paper, throughly in sym-

but'he refused to go any higher. It
required a joint strike of street rail-

pathy with the traction kings, was
obliged to admit: “It is quite true that

way and clevated employes, involving much of the property which the trac-
something like 20,000 men and cost- gicn panies proposed to sell to the
ing the companies nearly $1,000000 \yup ty of Chicago for $50,000,.

for him to change his mind. Under

000 was obsolete, including the worn

out cable systems and the cars adopted
to service on them. It was very well
understood at the time that moech, if
not all of these properties would have
to be replaced by entirely new devices
| of transportation.”

“Investment New:” goes on to say
that part of the $50.000,000 should e
nder the demoralizing in- | considercd as just compensation for
s Inter- | the O0.year franchises held by some
the Amalgam- .f the companies; that is, the private
ated Association of Street interests were in control of the city
Employes of Ameriea. The onion | ereets, whether you and 1 liked it or
leaders signed the agreement provid- o5r A working class government
a reduction from 80 to 0 would pay small heed to such “rights,”
precisely at the mo- _ put Chicago has not hiad a working
bosses were m‘ehn government—yet. According to

| & city ordinance which has since been
Over Milllen Profit. ' passed, the municipality now has the

Up to the last minute, the company cytremely doubtful privilege of buy-
officials brazenly main that they  ing the traction lines, provided it
not pay more 68 cents an  buyy before the summer of 1927, the

The chief auditor was sum- ... yvimate purchase prige being set
th his record sheets and modestly at $111,000,000.
m:‘oz' Morgan Owns the Car Limes,

- The street ear plan of Chicago is.
proved m"“-nh up of dosens of] independent
doubt” that if the lnes, which finally have becoms
any wage above merged, through necessity, into two
face banqrupley. . eral systems, the Chicago Oity
heless, the 70-cont 'f‘h b Railwgy Co.. operating on the south
e oo iy ey | S et s md he iy
SRt Ine Railways Co., operating on the north
31, 1923, shows & clear profit of §1.- and w:t sides. While preserving a
362442. This is exclusive of much separate identity in division of the
"'m ';;:“r“‘. wo:ha";.;!ynﬁu. the two systems are actually
- intares operated as one, through the operat-
traction bonds, & goedly proportion of ing company known as the Chicago
which they M hold: Surface Lines. The Chicago City

Now there is & new fight to be Railway Co. is controlled by wome
fought. The cost of living has gone | other than the ommipresent banking
up on the average over 1 per cent & firm of J. P. Morgan & Co., who own
‘month during the last year; wages in 94 per cent of the stock of the col-
other lines have: gone up ublhunlmnkm-ampw'

;
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although not in proportion—but Chi-
's street railway workers are
held to the wage scale of a year
an increase and

ith books and record sheets.
Fie says nothing about bankruptey
’lhil time, as there is a limit to what
even an experienced corporation ac-
countant can do with figures. He
does say that the company cannot
pay the 80 cents an hour which the
men are demanding—cannot in fact
pay one cent more than the present
‘scale. “Now, if we could only charge
an eight-cent fare,” Mr. Blair inti-
‘mates, “things might be different . . .
or better yet, a temn cent fare; people
are ured to paying 10 cents on the
‘L' anyway.” And not a fifteen-
eent fare? | am Mr. Blair and
his associates would like that best of
all. The gall of a private capitalist
who has his claws on an essential
publie utility may have its limits, but
they have not thus far been dis
coverad.
.~ The Bosses Only Fear Power

Of course Mr. Blair can be made
to change his mind again. Power is
the only thing that commands the
respect of men like Blair and his lord
and master, Samuel Insull. Perhaps
another strike will make Blair and
Insull and their friends realize where
the power lies. The organized might
of the street railway and “L" em-
ployes has stood them in good stead’
more than once in the past and it
can be counted en to bring results
in the future. One thing the work.
ers must be careful of. They must
watch their own leaders. ThHey must
be confinually on their guard against
any such betrayal as that which took
place last year. The reactionary of-
ficials of the two unions are far from
anxious to see the fight through.

Arrayed on one side are the thous-
ands of workers of the surface car
and “L” lines; on the other, a few'
well-fed plutocrats whose only func-
tion in society is to own. . The eapl-
talist theory is that this sort of lines|
up is best. Private property, we are
told, makes for private initiative, and |
private initiative means efficiency and
progress.

What a joke that Is when we apply
it to Chicago's transportation sys-
tem'! Efficiency and progress! The
only demonstration of efficiency we
have witnessed was the sudden stop-
ping of every wheel when the men
went on strike last August. The Chi-
cago Surface Lines advertise “the
'most rupld street car service in the

City & Commecting Rajlways. The
same people ovon the Hammond, Whit-
ing & East Chicago Railway, the
Calumet & South Chicago Railway,

« the Chicago & Western Railway, end
~ the Southern Street Railway. Under

o special agreement, the Common-
wealth Edison Co. supplies electric
power to all of these lines.

The Commonwealth Edison Co.
the central factor in Chieage (ractiof
affairs. In the first place, it hay a
minority interest in the Morgan-con-
trolled Chicago City Railway Co. L»
the second place, it has complete con-
trol of the Chicago Railways Co., the
Inrger of the two organizations nne-
rated by the Chicago Surface Lines.
In the third place, it is represented
on the directorate of every important
traction company in Chicago, and vne
of its directors, Henry A. Blair, is
president of the Chicage Surface
Lines. In the fourth place, it has a
$7.000,000 interest in the Chicago
Elevated Railways, Samuel Insull
chairman and principal boss of Com-
monwealth Edison Co., being also
chairman of the executive committee
of the “L"” road. In the fifth place,
it has agreements for the exclusive
supply of electri¢ power to all the
street railway and “L" lines. The
aggregate business which could be se-
cured by the Commonwealth Edison
Co. from the railways in consequence
of this guaranty, under long term
contracts, was estimated a short time
ago at $100.000.000,

They Make Profits Anyhow,

It is most interesting to note that
Insull and his partners of the Com-
monwealth Edison Co. could operate
the (‘}!ﬁcm surface and “L" lires at
a loss and still make money out of
them —because of interest®on the trac
tion bonds which they hold and of
profits from the great amount of elec-
tric power furnished to the lines

And traction is only a sidé-line with
Samuel Insull. The Insull interests
form an inner ring which controls
every publi¢’ utility in Chicago,—and
far out of Chicago. The Insull props
erties cover twelve states and domi-
nate the life of hundreds of American
communities. In a future article on
public utilities | intend to tell more
about them. For the present, | think
I have made it clear that an increase
of 10 cents an hour in the pay of the
street railway and elevated employes
will not bankrupt the men behind Chi-
cago's transportation system, no mat-
ter what figures Mr. Blair may bring
forward to show that it will' The
workers have taken the offensive in
Chicage's traction game. If they are

1

and certain other points of policy and
tactics upon which the two parties
differ. This debate, if the challeage
is aceepted, should prove of wfore
thun passing interést and should
serve to allay much confusion as te
the pressing need of bona fide inde-
pendent working class political aec-
Lion,

1

June 2nd, 1923

Local Detmuit, Proletarian Party,

140, First St
Fraternity Hall,
Detroit, Mich

Mear Comrades
The question of Communist Unity
in the United Etates based on the
joining of the Workers Party and the
Proletarian Party into one organiza-
tion has been the subject of much
discussion, verbal and written, in
both organizations. However, the

question has never been discussed in
a manner to bring all the issues which
differentiate the two parties into sharp
relief.

We are therefore challenging the
Proletarian Party to debate the validi-

Is the Very

It is just chock-full of vita
sian events, Russian
timely news articles

prises.

capitalist enemies, with a ques
Bolshevik 7  See page 129,
Single copy
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THE GOVERNMENT STRIKE-

* BREAKER
By Jay Lovestone
Prie cutiy 3150,

THE GOOSE STEP
By Upten Sinclpir
Price Postpaid $2.00
Order from Voice of Labor
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Chicage, L
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Tesolute and well-led they will win.1
In addition to the carmen 2,000 track
layers and repairmen, who have been
receiving only from 064 cents an hour
for laborers to 67 cents an hour for
pection foremen, are up in arms de-
manding a one-third increase. As
sured of the support of the substation
electricians, these men should prove a
powerful ally for the rest of the work-
ers. If all strike together and stick
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Or from VOICE OF LABOR, :

together until the end, victory is cer-
taio. :
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