
It Had to Be Revolution

Moreover, the Central Executive Committee, the Party’s highest au­
thority, took the same view of us. Headquartered in New York, it nat­
ural ly had a New York coloration. In our opinion the committee 
should have moved out to Chicago, the traditional center of anticap­
italist movements where both the Socialist Party and the IWW had 
their national offices.

Having joined up as a rank-and-filer—doing “Jimmy Higgins 
work’’ (passing out leaflets, etc.)—and being heard at meetings not 
from the platform but from the floor, my Chicago comrades and I 
soon knew one another like family. I really belonged. We were or­
ganized in neighborhood branches and a City Central Committee. I 
was a member of the North Side Branch, which Jack Carney chaired. 
I made a Communist of Wally Carmon and he too wound up in the 
North Side Branch. When I succeeded Carney as chairman, I nom­
inated Carmon for secretary and he was elected. He became chair­
man after the branch elected me to the City Central Committee.

Jack Carney and Tom O’Flaherty inspired the City Central Com­
mittee to raise funds by sponsoring a show called The Last Revolu­
tion—“a humorous proletarian operetta in two acts; plot and lyrics 
by Michael Gold and J. Ramirez, original music by Rudolf Liebich.” 
This was the play Mike and I had collaborated on in Mexico. Pro­
duced in a large labor hall with a sizable cast (including “Natalie 
Gomez”) and a seven-piece orchestra directed by Comrade Liebich, 
it raised $4,000, far more than anticipated. The play is set in a 
lonely capitalist land called Morganville. Elsewhere, in country 
after country, Communist revolution has occurred. Morganville, 
always on the hunt for trade, and because, after all, “business 
is business,” has helped put each new republic on its feet. Now, 
the rest of the world remade, Morganville lives on as a preserve 
of capitalist concessionaires in a Communist world. With conces­
sions no longer needed, Morganville languishes. The underfed, pre­
viously compliant workers (“Henry Dubbs”) rise up and initiate 
The Last Revolution.

Although Mike had written his fair share of the story, most of the 
accompanying lyrics were mine. The City Central Committee pub­
lished and sold A Proletarian Song Book made up entirely of the 
play’s lyrics. I retain a copy.

Here are some snatches from typical verses:
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Manuel Gomez and Wife in Chicago
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Cover of songbook sold at the 1923 Chicago production of the musical trav­
esty concocted in Mexico by “ J. Ramirez,” in collaboration with Mike Gold.
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