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Working Yourself Out of a Job.

OOLIDGE “prosperity” Is a monetrevs, two-faced thing feeding on misery

and bitter want. It Is a orans,goniredietion, whioh every day becornes
more hopelessly Involved.

The United States Department of Labor sent out a nport last wuk ull-
Ign attention to the relatively high degree of busi ty, as evid
In whole prices, in the fact that the steel Industry is operating around 90 per
cent of capacity, etc. bit the report concluded with the rather puxxzied remark
that “IN SPITE OF INCREASED BUSINESS ACTIVITY, EVERY ONE OF
THE BIG INDUSTRIAL CENTERS HAS CONSIDERABLY MORE UNEM-
PLOYED WORKERS THAN A YEAR AGO.”

The explanation of this strange ph is now r led In tabul

tlons published by two different gévernmamt aganecies, the RMpderal Reserve
Board and the Department of Commerce. The Reserve Board figures were
produced by Leland Olds of the F od Press In Monday's DAILY
WORKER. They show that “the ex)!
Ipcrease of population are being met larg y without glving empleyment to
the Increased number of workers whe:@ee growing up.” The ranks of the
army of more or less parmanently unemployed have been swelled by 1 000000
as compared with the pre-war years. [-®. ' A
WHAT THE CENOUl FIGUR.I.‘ SHOw. .

New let us examine some figures ﬂﬁcm\“ PUblle In-connedtion: with 4

Department of Commerce’s blennlel nufactures for 1923:
Value of manufactures (at faotory. '1l2l 1921 1919
prices © 380,481,135 343,083,283 62,041,790
Average number of wage earners em-
ployed 8,763,238 6,046,590 9,000,069
. ® ¢ 10008808 . 8200324 10,461,787
. 241,168,002 (no data) 219,518,162
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Horsepower of prime movers

¢) 000 omitted.

Thus relatively fewer workers in 1923 produced considerably more goods.
Labor Is steadily becoming more productive, pilling up greater and greater
masses of wealth with smaller expenditure of\enargy. Under capitalism this
is no unmixed blessing. The markets for merchandise are limited, even in
the present imperialistic epoch, and only a certaln:amoung ef labor can be ab-
sorbed with satisfactory profit to the bosses. The fest goes to éwell what Karl
Marx called the “Iindustrial reserve army” of unemployed, whose existence Is a
weapon in the hands of the capitalist to keep down wages.

While the combined factory prices Increased 38.5 per cent between 1921
and 1923, total wages Increased only 34 per cent. That s, however, as re-
gards TOTAL ges. But | h as the ber of wage earners Increased
26.2 per cent during this period the 1928 total wage had to be divided among
1,616,663 additional workers, which means that the Individual worker recelved
a very much smaller proportion of what he produced.

VALUE ADDED IN MANUFACTURE

Even these striking figures fall to reveal the full extent of what has been
taking place. A correct measure of the actual value created by manufacturing
process Is not the aggregate value of products &8 glven above (which Incfudes
the same values ceunted several times) but the “value added in manufacture,”
namely the difference between the cost of raw materlals, fuel, etc, and the
faetory price of the finished products. This a tedl to $26.853,151,000 In 1923
AS COMPARED WITH $18,316,666,000 IN 1491, ‘N INCREASE OF 41.1 PER
CENT. Moreover, an important part of theialwss created by laber are still
unrecorded in the totals; they are Incorporated In the Industrial process it-
self for the benefit of future generations., An inkling of this can be gotten
from the fact that the rated horsepawer capacity of engines, water wheel,
electric motors, etc., used for primary powser n]ullmrln‘“tlbllohm.nu,
has Increased 14.4 per cent as compared with ve boom year 1919,

SUMMARY

To sum up. The figures show: (1) Inqpeasi :
larger output; (3) decreasing share by thl wor iJn the pﬁodm of their
labor—Increasing rate of surplus value, of tion; (4) \pﬂeua of
the “Industrial reserve army.” b :

Substantially the same trends can bc noted at the pre@ewt- timo, for the
most part greatly exaggerated. That ls Coolidge “prosperity.” That Is cap-
Italism.

a’lﬁdueﬂvlw of labor; (2)

nodc of the country due to the |
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