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KARL MARX ON THE
NEGRO QUESTION

By OTTO HALL
Karl Marx, in his study of the

historic development of capitalism
in America, ruthlessly exposed the

source of the great fortunes accu-

mulated by the pious capitalists in

England and America engaged in
the slave trade. He pointed out,
in the first volume of “Capital” in
the chapters dealing with the source
of primitive’ accumulatjon of
wealth, that these hypocrites,
their greed for gold, did not hesitate

“to turn- Africa into a warren -for
the commercial hunting of black-
skins” and that this “signalized the .
rosy dawn of the era of capitalist

production.”

Marx rot only exposed the vici-
ousness ~ of slavery, and the slave
trade, but as the founder of the
First - International, he led a stern
and uncompromising fight for the

complete abolition of the -vicious

system of chattel slavery. He wrote

many articles for the “Nzw York

Tribune” in the.vears preceding and
during the Civil War, supporting

in

-

the revolution, when.the proletarian
revoluiion had not yet become an
immediate and practical necessity.
Lenin, the disciple,of Marx and
Engels, lived in o period of fully
developed imperialism; in a period

already under way; in a period
when the proletarian revolution had
aiready triumphed in one country,
had mads an 'end of - bourzeois
democracy and had begun the era
of proleiarian democracy, the era
of soviets, 5 g

That.is why I describ2 Leninism
as a development of Marxism.
inism is preeminently combative
reasons why Leninismi has these pe-
culiar characteristics. First of all,
Leninism issued from the proletar-
ian revolution, and therefore neces-
sarily bears the imprint of thatl
revolution. Sccondly, Leninism orig-
inated and grew strong in conflict

International—a conflict essential to
success in the struggle against cap-
italism. We must never forget that
between the epoch of Marx ard
Engels and the epoch of Lenin came
the epoch when the opportunism of
the Second International held un-
restricted sway; and that a ruthless

fieht with this opportunism was one |

of Lenin’s chief tasks.

Theory is the experience of the
movement of all countries, taken in
its general aspect. Theory becomes,
naturally, objectless, if it is not con-
nected with revolutionary practice,
just as practice becomes blind if it
fails to illuminate its path with
revolutionary theory. But theory
may become the greatest power of
the workers’ movement if it is in-
dissolubly connected with revolu-
tionary practice. Theory, and only
theory, can add to the movement
certainty, the power of orientation,

and understanding of the inner con-

nection of surrounding events;
theory, and only theory, may enable
practice to understand not only
how the classes are moving at pres-
ent, but also how and to where they
must turn in the nearest future.

—From Stalln‘s book,

THE 2nd 5-YEAR PLAN |
AND THE ABOLITION

OF CLASSES
The fundamental political
task of the second Five Year
Plan ‘is the final liquidation of
the capitalist elements and of |
classes in general, the complete
removal of the causes which

produce class® differences and
exploitation, the overcoming
of the remnants of capitalism
in economy and in the minds
of the people,ithe conversion of |

jation of the country into con-
scious and active builders of
the ciassless Socialist society.

when {he proletarian revolution was '

It is usual to point out that Len-

and revolytionary. 7There are two

with the opportunism of the Second !

the abolition and mobilizing public
sentiment against this vicious syse
tem of human bondage and was an
important factor in mobilizing the

! workers, both in Europe and Amer-

ica, against slavery. He pointed out
back in 1859, that “Labor in the
white skin cannot emancipate it-
self as Jong as it is degraded in the
black.”

When the British- testile barons
wlhio were accumuiating great. for-
wunes by securing cheap cotton thru
the existence of the slave planta-
tions in Amerijca, tried, during the
carly - years ot the Civil War, to

tmobilize sentiment in England fa-
' voring - recognition ‘of the Confede

crate States, Marx carried on a vig-
orous fight on the lecture platform,

Vienna “Free Press” against them.
e succeeded in  mobilizing the
workers in England and other Eu-
topean countries againsi the slave
system. Marx, who was living in
Loadon at this time, whote to Las- -
salle on April 28, 1862 that: ‘“The

_|English middle clags (and aristoc- .

xism, Leninism

racy) - has never more shamelessly
aisgraced itself than in the great
struggle that is taking place on the
other side of the Atlantic. 'The
Eaglish working class, on the other
hand, which is suffering most under
the bellum eivile (Civil War), has
never proved iiself more herpic and
pople. All the more is this to be
adinired when one knows as I do,
all the.-means which were set in |
motion here {Londen) and in Man-
chester in order to get it to dem-
onstrate. 'The only organ that they
still bhad, the newspaper of the
scoundrel Reynolds, has been bought
up by the Southerners; likewise
cheir most important leciurers: But
all in vain.”

It can easily be seen that through
the agitation carried on by Marx,
which resulted in the failure of the
Southern confederacy to obtain mor-
al and financial support of the
principal European countries, was a
great factor in bringing about its
early defeat. Thus the struggles of
the revolutionary white and Negro
workers under the leadership of the
Communist Party against the vici-
ous campaign of lynch terror and
suppression af’amétz the most ex-
ploited section of the working class
becomes one of the most important
tasks facing the workers at this
<ime. The vigorous eampaign car-
ried on by the Communist Party
for the self-determination of the

“Leninism.”

Negro toilers in the “Black Belt” of
the South ang for their equal rights

! everywhere is not, as the social fas-
{cists and their Iriends of the N. A.
|A. C. P, claim, a new scheme of

the Communists for self-advertise-
ment, but the logical carrying thru
of the teachings of Karl Marx.

The great majority of the Negroes
in the United States are still on the
land, and are living in actual sla-
very, in spite of their supposed
emancipation, in the section of the
South known as the “Black Belt.”
The vicious character of their ex-
ploitation, their | re-enslavement
on the plantation after the Recon-
struction period when they were
systematically deprived of the most
elementary rights enjoyed by other
workers, the super-profits extracted
from their toil, definitely deter«
mines their class position as op-
pressed Nationals. Marx understood
this very clearly when he wrote to
Engels on July 25, 1877, comment-~
ing on the Hayes-Tilden conipro-~
mise, which marked the end of the
Reconstruction Period and the be-
trayal of the Negroes by the repub-
lican party. He statéd that: “The
policy of the new President (Hayes)
will make the NEGROES, and the
great expropriations of land (ex-
actly the fertile land) in favor of
railways, mining, ete, companies,
will make THE PEASANTS OF THE
WEST, who are already very dis-
satis'ned, ALLIES OF THE WORK-

s '

We,see tﬁen. that an unuerstand-

the whole of the working popu- !

ing of revolutionary Marxism gives
the workers.  the means. through
whieh they can achicxe their final
gmancipation from the yoke of capi-

“talist oppresslon.

and through the columms:of the -



