Editorial:
The HERNDON WRIT

As this editorial is written, Judge Hugh M. Dorsey of
Atlanta has not yet handed down his decision on the writ
of habeas corpus applied for by the International Labor
Defense, Nov. 12, to free Angelo Herndon.

We have no illusions about the probability of this
writ being granted. . By the time this editorial is read,
the world will know the decision.

There is no question, however, of ending the Herndon
case here. That would be 1llu51on of illustons. Under-
all circumstances the case will go to higher courts. Un-
der all circumstances the fight will have to be carried on.

Imagining the 1mprobable—grantmg of the writ by
Judge Dorsey. The effect of this writ
would be to free Herndon, to declare
the slave insurrection law under which
he was convicted, unconstitutional. But
Herndon would NOT be free. Because
in such a case the state itself will take
an appeal, to save the insurrection law, Y.

to send Herndon to the chain-gang, to 97 i @ 3’ m’z'—;‘-“ -
smash the organization of trade-unions ; Sa —
and of the unemployed in Georgia. :: / ﬁ“ MJ W‘
Should the writ be refused, which is
the likeliest thing to happen, then the
International Labor Defense will take it
to the higher courts, to the state supreme
court, and to the United States Supreme
Court if necessary.
Meanwhile, our job remains, if we are
to force either the courts of Governor

One of the 1,000,000 who signed the
Herndon petition.
been secured for Herndon’s freedom.
He has so far been kept off the chain-
gang. It is not yet enough. Not near-
ly enough. Herndon is still in jail.
The chain-gang still awaits him. There
are millions of people, organized and
unorganized, who can and must be
brought into united action to free him,
to smash the slave insurrection law, and
to save the 18 others indicted under it.
Take this issue into more trade-
unions, more organizations. Get reso-
lutlons passed addressed to Governor

Talmadge of Georgia to free Herndon,
if we are to save this Negro working-
class hero from the hell of the Georgia
chain-gang (pending decision on the
writ he is held in Fulton Tower jail in
Atlanta) to broaden the united action
for Herndon’s freedom.

Already united action has been de-
veloped. A million signatures have

Talmadge, demanding Herndon’s free-

dom.

two millions.
get them.

& R s Gascglas Poaiaatiory:

M ot 30

Siate Faorees Cleasing Stumps for Hichway Woirk on Route No, 11,
S : in Lanier County

The chain gang selected by Georgia officials for Angelo
Herndon—uworking in a disease infested swamp.
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AN OFFICIAL REPORT FROM MONROE COUNTY

We have secured a million signature$
to the Herndon petitions.
enough. We must reach our goal of
Let's get down to it and

This is not

Official m u r-
der: These
photostats are
from the files
of the Georgia
Prison Com-
mission. I’s al-
right to kill or
torture so long
as it is official-
ly reported.
Help keep An-
gelo Herndon’s
name out of
these murder
files. Join the
fight for his
freedom.



