
Weekl11 Column Devoted to Interests of Rail Labor

POLL TAX OPPO ED HY 

F. & O. CONV ENTION
We are print ing below two resolutions adopted by 

Lodge 1o. 451 of the I nternational Brotherhood of Fire­
men and Oilers, East St. Louis, Ill., at  its meeting June 3,
1 940. These or s imilar resolutions were adopted by the
national convent ion of the  Brotherhood held in Chicago 
July 8 to 1 1 .  A brief review or the convenUon M a whole \\111 be car­
ried In this column tn the �llr future. 

'"WHEREAS. the Poll Tax ts a method used In the Southern State.; 
to deny the democra t ic ancl American Tight oo vote oo millions of Ne-
1ro ancl wlllte workers In the South, ancl 

'"WHEREAS. through this vicious, undemocratic ancl un-Amer • 
lean practice. Southern reactionaries have wormed their way Into tho 
hall of Coniress, usurping most lmportant placM on committees tn 
Coniress and thereby placing themselves In a position to obstruct and 
defeat Important tabor and social legisla tion, 

"THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Local No. 451 go on record 
condemntng the poll tax ancl In support of the passage of the Geyer 
Anti-Poll Tax BUI, and be It 

"FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be. taken to the con­
,·entlon of our International Union for paosage. ancl be It

"FURTHER RESOLVED. that a copy o( this resolution be sent 
to the President of the United States, the Speaker of the House, the 
President of the Senate and to Congr55man Lee E Geyer, and be It 

· "FURTHER RESOLVED, that cop! .. o( th!A resolution be sent oo 
the pres.s, to the Executive Council ol the American Federation ol 
Labor, and to the Railway Employee•· Department for action and aup-

• port behlnd t.'1e pas.sare of the Geyer BUI."

LYNQHING CONDEMNED 
"WHEREAS, the practice of lvnc1tb1g i. a hetno,u farm of ln­

tlmtd<ltton an<fs terrc,r against tile Negro people and ,.g,un.st labor. 
"WHEREA S, tt ,erv,,a a, an l";'trument tn the 1141141 of the re• 

acltonaries, enemies of Negroe,, and poor white, alll<e, to divt<u the 
tank, of labor and lo spread radal ant,.gon!sm, and 

''WHEREA S, tilts practice of lawle,sneas 11 un-A merican, undem­
�atic. and contrarv to tile funclamental law1 and blU of rtgllta upon 
W/1.ich our democracy wa, founded, 

" THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that 1111$ convention of the 
FIREMEN .4ND OILERS go on · record in conde.mnatlon of the prac­
tice of lyncht�g. an4 be it further 

"RESOLVED, that tilt, conv,ntton go on record In ,upport of the 
Wagner-Van Nuvs Antt-Lvnch Bill and urge the Senate tmmedtatelv 
to bring tllu bill up for a vote. an4 be ft further 

"RESOLVED. that copies of tll l, reaolutton be taken to tile con:
ventton of the lnttrnatlonal Brotherhood. of Firemen and Oiler,, to
the Railway Emplaves Department of tile A .  F. of L .• and to tile con­
vention of the American Federation of Lal>or for adoption. and be It 
fu,rtlter 

"RESOLVED, that coptea of Ille ruolutton be ,ent to the Senate 
• JUdtcfary Committee. to tile Preallfent of the United states. and to the 

irre,, ... 

STRIKE BALWT FO& VACATIONS URGED
To the Edloor or LISTEN : 

• Chicago, 11! . ,  July 30, 1940 
Dear Slr : 
Tt� la a blooming hot day • here In Chicago, ancl a fellow Just 

l)aturally gets to thinklni how &well it would be to get a two weeks 
• •�cation to cool off and rMt up after a year', han1 work. I ancl many 
other rallroad employes are wondering what hao happened to the 
Vacation With Pay Movement or  the ahopcrafts, clerk& and other non-
opera ting rat! unions. • 

A, far ao we can ftnd out our vacations are all tied round with 
the red tape of the Rallw1y Labar Act, and It S<emo like aomethlng 
ahould be done blame quick If we are ever golng to get them. 

. . 

SITUA TION SEEMS TO BE IN A FOG 
• Our Grand Lodge o/!lcer, told u., 10� two month.& ago tllat notice, 

11411 beer. ,erved on the Individual roads /or two week, vacation U1ltll 
J)aJI. Then we were in/armed tlla.t the roatt, in 111, Eiutern and South 
Eaatern region, /lad agreed lo a national conference. but tllat the
We,tern roads had refuaed to negotiate nation"1lv and ·were asking 
fc,r a ten per cent cut if we pre,,ed our vacation demand,, From 
lltere on the whole altuatton aeem, to be in a fog. 

NOT GETTING STAMPEDED BY WAR HYSTERIA 
Maybe we rank and me member• are unreasonable or dumb as 

aome ol our offlcen seem to think at tlmes, but after nve years or beg­
cmg for action by our unions, It does seem as ihou,h our big shots 

--should be- abJe--t.o- aett!e this- vacation question-now- that they -have -fl 
nally got started on It. 

We know a government board will have a Jot oo say about th!A 
question, and Ulere la no time like an election year to lei the politicos 
know that we who wort &lie not rettinr alampeded by war b71terla, 
but want conalderaUon of our demands. 

"WI WANT ACTION" 
We tlltnk a ,trike ballot i, the anawer, and Ille sooner the better. 

Lft Ille member111tp vote their wUltngneu to rJO on ,trike fC>r paid 
caca.:ton, and again.st anv wage, cut, or weakening of other working 
rule,. Mavbe tllat i1 too direct and stmpls for our big allot, tn tile 
Grand Lodge,. or mavbe they are too bu,v enf()J/lrig tltetr own vaca­
tfon.t to bother al>out our,. But the individual member, a11d the lodge, 
1144 better let tllem know tllat we u:4nt action or we will never get 
our vacation., wtth pav. w .F .B. 

ATTENTION, RAILROAD WORKERS!
�Y aareement with the new ownera and management of the Dally 

Worker the Railroad Column LISTEN will be continued provided much 
more work I& clone to get the paper to the railroad workers and man, 
more subacrlptlona for Monday's lasuea wm be .ece!ved by the busL ­
neas olllce of the paper. A special aubacrtptton rate I& provided u In­
dicated at the bottom gt tq column. 

CorNOapondence from rail workers and subacrtpttons received to 
·date !ndlcate •plendtd PoMlbtl!tles to Justify the existence of the col­
umn . •  More speed and much more work t., needed. 

RAIL WORKERS QUESTIONS 
AND COMMENT INVITED 

What are your problems ? 
Are there any que,tio ns you tcould like a nswered ?  
�et U8 get together and dl!cU8s ail these problem8 and 

que,�101u. By t<·riting in to u, you 1l'ill be helping your11elf, 
lulpmg ua and helping other, in  our indu1tr11. Your aug­
gestiona for the improvement of this column are more than
welcome. 

L.et U& hear from you. Your letter, will be kept in strict 
eonfidence. 

8UB8C&UIE NOW 
8-1&1 Introductory Offer 

MONDAY tHUE, eenlalnlnc the raUl'Md column, "Lloten• 
S5 WEEKS FOR ONE ooLua 

Dally &Dd 8u.D4&7 Worker • . , . . . . . . .  I WEEKS FOR ONE DOLLAa 
._. - 111e { 

D 1>&117 • Bllllda1 w-er rer I weeu. 
D M .. da,. Dally Worlller fer 34 weeu. 

I am eneleolnr ONE DOI.LA& (ltuo,a. ebec:11, cub, money order) . 
If- · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  . . . · . . . . . .  , . . .  , , . ,  . . . . . . , . . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
• • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  • . . . . . . . . . . . .  Stale • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • · · · • · · · ·  

MAIL NOW TO THE 
DAILY woa&ER 

IS Eaat Utll ltne&, N.., Yn Cl� 

• 

)AILY WORKBR, NIW YORK, MONDAY, AUGUST I, ltCO

People's Wrath Against Draft Bill- Increases

Draft Bill ls 

Hit by Farm 

Machine Local 

Drive on Con cription 

Grows Throughout 

the Country 

(Continued from Page 1) 

pa !gn protesting the war draft w�s 
o lso betng canted on In all PEWOC 
local&. 

l'tletal Lo�•• Sees 
Draft As Aid 
To Profiteers 

The Fabricated Metal Local, 122S, 
United Eledr!cal, Radio, and Ma­
ct.!ne Workers of America of Brook• 
lvn. representing 2,500 members, 
1-.as written President Rooseve:t 
denounctns the Burke-Wadsworth 
Conscription BUI, declaring th�t 
wh!!e "labor ii belnr conscripted, 
war proflt�n ar• Jinn the fut t .
epeed-ahea4 1!rnal. • 

"The paogaae or this or similar 
tegialatlon," the Jetter aatd. "would 
be one step towards Hitlerlsm and 
away from democracy." It waa 
signed by Jame, L, Thomas, pres!­
�•nt of the local, Natharl Lerner, 
u1d Sidney Maaon, buslneu repre­
sentatives. 

STRAIGHT UP 
la the _,, l.be new Aatoflro lekea eff. ANft la a Pllealm PA-M .,.._. In 
the flnt pabllc demoRMrallon of the craft•, mw u!Uty. The .-el .. m. 

onstrated Is a twe-plaee 1lde-b1-lide cabin plane wit h a 175-borwe-er rsdlal ...,..ne, The demoaatratlon 
,ns made at Pllealra llel4 at Willow Gron, Peniuyl T&nia. 

Wll!Jconsln Yoath 
Groaps Protest 

( 8,eelal •• lbe Dau, W•rker) 
MADISON, Wis . .  Aug. 4 .-Aroused 

church and youth organ!zat101111 11'1 
Wisconsin are waging a determined 
f13ht against the Burke-Wadswort•1 
conscription bU! .  

At Lomira , Wt., .. :ISO delegates to 
the annual convention of the 
Youni People·• Union of the Evan­
c<Ucal Church adopted a 7-point 
s,a tement which declared that tho 
draft bUI ts , "step towardg a ootal­
lta rlan· state." 

Meanwh!!e, at JaneevlUe, Wia., 
the Januville Chriattan Youth 
Council called on all W!aconaln cit­
tuna oo 0PP015" the draft blll which 
"army &!Id nav, offlclala and mlll­
tary.mJnded conrre11men are at• 
tempttnr to !Ol'Ce throurii both
liouses,0 

At Madison, two meetings agalnJt 
the compulsory draft were held 
while several Madiaon!ans left for 
Waoh!ngoon oo peraonaUy prot .. t 
against the bUI to the atate'a con-
gressm.en. 

State YCL 
Calls Rallies 

of the first World War. 
Call!ng for tntenalve acttqn 

agatnat the CJorulcrlptlon Bill, the 
measage read In part: 

"Ninety - three per oent of the 
American people -nl lo flay out 
of the lmpertallot war, •ut the nal­
inr clH1 of America 11 achemlnr 
on bow to ret III lnlo war. The 
Unlted Slate. la alnady In the war 
morally and economlcally u a non• 
belllrerent. 0 u r A4mlnl1tratlon 
wants Britain lo win . . • , When 
they aay 'Brllaln la flfhllnr our 
battle and we muat help them,' It 
,. clear that t.bla mean1 the battle 
of holdlnr down popular upheavals 
lhrourhout Europe and lb colonial 
countries. 

"All preparatto1111 are ready to 
conscript in 24 hours over a ha!! 
a million men . and within a short 
t:me oo reglment an entire nation. 
The reasons for auch a plan are ob­
vious. n will prepare an over­
seas force in the aervice or Wall 
Street agareaslon and put the whole 
lebor and pro,reu!ve movement 
under police rule." 

Buffalo Group 
Sends Protests 

( lptelal !• tlHI Dallr Worker) 
BUFFALO, A\11. t,-The BuClalo 

Committee to Defend America by 
Keeping Out of War here has pro­
tested President Roosevelt's ad­
vocacy of peacetime mllltary con­
scription in a telegram to the White 
Hcuse. 

Meeting tn the oat.grove Com•
Under the slo,an, "Don't be con- munlty Ohurch, Qakgrove Ave. and

acrtptecl rot war, enl!.st 11n the army Hedley Place, the group also aalted 
of peace," members of the New lndlvidual members to send almllar 
Yortr. State 'Young Communlllt wires oo thelr aenatora and repre­
League have rall!ed to a call 1,y sentattves In Congress. A resolu• 
tho Slate Council of that organ!- tlon against the fasctst-Uke meao­
zatlon, tor an tntens!f!catlon of ure wao forwarded to Senaoor Bur­
tiielr anti-war activity on this week- ton K.  Wheeler of Montana, arch 
end which marks the ann!veraary conscription fee. 
or the flrst Wodd War. The committee launched plans for 

Responding to the me55age, a large peace rally on Aur. 2'1, elect­
·branches of the- League-throughout.. eCU> lllcers. aruL l'oted _to __endQOO nd
the Slate met last night and heard support an anti-conscription mass
ttporta on the causea ancl reaul•.s meeting to be staged by the Bur-

falo branch or" the American Stu- Ptace Mobilization to be held ln 
dent Union. Chlca,o Au,. 3 1 .  

In an lntenalve organlzatlQtl drive, Sl)OIIIOred by Marlo Bellotti, or 
the Iccal committee also lntenda oo the Painters Unto.ii ;  Sheila Webber, 
send several representative, to a nr the M�. Vernon Youth Porum ; 
national peace moblllzatton rally In Dave Elwyn of Croton ; JeaMette 
S:,htcaco, Aug. 31 oo Sept. 2. Schwart& or the National Council 

l'tlanhattan ALP 
Head Protests 

Eugene P. Connolly, chairman of 
the New York County Committee ot 
the American Labor Party, yester­
day sent a wire to the Senate Mill• 
tary Affairs Committee branding 
"peace tlme conscrlptlcn a device 
created by bloody feudal!.stlc Euro­
pean autocrac!as; lt hM no place 
tn American life." 

"I voice the overwhelming senti­
ment of the members of our party," 
CoMolly wrote, "ln expressing 
gratlftcatlon at John L. Lewis' vigor­
ous denunciation or t h e  Federal 
conscription measure." 

"We condemn and deplore," the 
wire continued, "the activities or 
persona like Sidney H!llman who 
would place the youth and 1� bor or 
our country under a foreign sys­
tem of bondage ao a ,blew oo the 
youth or our country and a betray­
al or labor." 

The wire concluded with the 
statement that "we wlll work for 
the deleat of every candidate for 
public office w h o would support 
conscription.• 

Yonkers Youth 
Holds Rally 

(IJNelal to tlt.e Dally Worli;er) 
YONKERS, Aug. 4.-A youth 

�"<ace rally held here Friday nlght 
united all youth organ!zatlona of
Westchester County tn opposition 
to the Burke-Wadsworth Conscrip­
tion Bil!, took steps to form per­
manent peace Ol]!!!llzatlon, and 
ca lled a broad conference for Au­
aust 25 in support or the Emergency 

of Jewlah Juniors; and Leonard 
Dentl of the Yonkera Inter-Club 
Council, the rally brought to,ether 
130 youth leaders of Westchester 
County repreaenttnr their various 
organizations. 

After hearing addre- by Rev. 
Ver LyM Sprague and George Per­
!hinl, nephew of the general, the 
meeting sent wlr.. oo Westchester 
County congressmen denounclna 
the conscription b!ll as opening the 
read oo !a.sclam In the Unlted 
St ates, and demandtng that they 
express the desires of the young 
people or w .. tchester County by 
working tor the defeat of the meao­
ure. 

The Aug. 25 conference, to which 
all Oflan!zatlons are Invited, wi:J 
.se� up a permanent county-wtdr. 
i,eace orga.nlzatlon and w!ll e·ect 
aele,a\e& oo the Au,. 3l national 
r2lly In Chicago. 

NYU Students 
Stage Rally 

Two hundred stuclent.5, most of
whom came from out of oown, met
out.Ide or • New York Unlvenlty 
campus In protest against the pao­
sage by congress of the Burke­
Wadsworth conscrlptlon bll!. 

The meeting waa held under tM 
nasplces or the Young communiat 
Leo.gue, and wu the !Int organ­
ized expre..ion of student oppo,1-
tion since the bill came u::i fer 
hreus.s1on 

Manny Meyer of the State YCL 
urged the student& oo throw their 
full support behind the fight • tn 
defeat etrorts ol the war-mongera 
to pas., the bill. 

Telegram, oo Roosevelt votcln� 
the sentiments of •tudents, were 
adopted ancl sent from ~il\elneet-
lng oo Washtnsoon. 

Auto Delegates Open 
Drive to Organize ·Ford

Convention Lubes Auto �agnate for His ·Vicious 
Hostility to Labor's Rights. His 

Anti-Semitic Record 

(Contln""d tram Pa,• 1) 

up 1hqps to make carburator& and 
other aucJ\ parta, even oo the pclnt 
of eatahlWitns hla own ttre plant at 
River Roup. 'Ibe purpose of these 
atepo the speaker emphutzed, wu 
to curb employment In the union 
concerns in the automobile Industry. 

In the dlacualion or the Ford 
drive, Richard Leonard- who la the 
pNOoent director or Ford or,anl•­
tton wort-...1 HalT)' Roea of 
Dodp local. Number 3, 1taled to the 
0011vent1cn that I.he aettlrtc up a 
nation&.! a:pparwtua with a national 
director wllOle hands are free of 
other mattera wu an aboolute con-
dlti ' tar auoc.... 

ASlt ACTION NOW 
Several • exprM&lona were made 

from the noor to the effect that "re­
oolutlol! to orpniJJe P'ord have been 
paoaed at every one or our conven­
tions" with the lnatruotlon that 
now the reaolutlon muat rtve way to 
detlnle reoults in such an effort 
during the <X>l1lm« year. 

It wu abo set down in Ule 
connntlon .--.! that Ford wu 
the flnt man to pay for anll• 
Semlti<, lite ...... , "both ...... and 
In Germany• Uiroash the state­
ment of WlWam Marahall ol local 
7 to that effect. 
P'or the new or,inlzational effort 

It wao agreed, In the reaolutlOIT 
adopted, that the worlterl at Ford 
Should be taken in at the ...,;,e lnl­
Uatlon fee u other member&. Pre­
>ioualy a apeclal rate md been a.I· 
lowed oo P'ord workers, but the ar­
aanlzatlon oomml!Jtee Cleclared thla 
to be u.nneceosa.ry and \hat a higher 
lnltlali!on fee would help to tlnance 
the l"ord drive. 

Endorsement or a vigorous cam­
paign for the unlonlatlon ot auto-

tl■ee .. Alliance 
Locals Prat.eat 

Two Queena, . New York, local, of 
the Workers Alliance have wrltte11 
their Congre,s,man denouncing the 
Burke-Wadsworth bill u "Hiller• 
1l1led" leaialatlon. 

The letter from Locals 105 and 
84, both or which are ln Corona, 
declared that "pnnlae ar._ or 
our democratic inltlt■tlona ana our 
aborea .can only be inllared �1 
alNOnfthenlnr the economic condl• 
Uona of Ule dlatnae<l people of our 
land. .. 

FHA Forecloses 
• 

4,000 Homes in Month 

WASHINGTON, D. C., Aus. 4. -
The Home OWnera' Loan Corp. re­
ported today the aale clurinl June 
or more than 4,000 forecloaed homes 

motive parts and farmer equlpmenl 
plant& In Chicago wu alao unanl• 
moualy voled by the convention. 
Ed Halt, now In cha,rge or thla 
drive, called the i,ttentlan or the 
delegate.. to ti-"' urgency Of the 
taok and the problem& that are 
ateacl In that undertaltlni. 

"PENITENTIARY" PLANTS 
Halt referred oo an lnduatrlal 

area tn Chicago In whlch we con­
centrated 82 non • union part.I 
plants, and whlch area la lhut Off 
from the public like "a pen1ten. 
ttr.ry." The streets which run Into 
tiht.t area, accord!IIC to Hall, are 
shut off from the public, even 
thouah they are supf)osedly public 
hlghweya of the city of Chlc&lo. 

The dln!ctor or the · Chicago cam­
paign expres,ed tihe opinion that 
at least 100.000 workers In 1lhe 
Chicago district could be brou8ht 
under the banner of the United 
Auto Worken, tn a well-suppori,ed 
campaign. 

Quickly NOV1ewitll oriianl&tlont.1 
problems, the conventton decided to 
crttte a oonunlbtee oo lnveetlpt,e 
whether an contracts C&11 be W• 
ra,iged, to explrc at one time. It 
was alao agreed t11at the IJdon 
!hould cooperate wt1h the llteel 
Workers Ofian!zlna Committee and
the United Construction Worl<era to 
the end llhat •11 contnot wort In 
automobile plants be canled out 
under union condttiont1. 

A national appreotlceshlp oom• 
m!ttee we.s set up by the conven• 
tton and power give" to eetabllall 
local a,pprentlceshlp committees oo 
cooperate with the. national aet-up. 

After the conclusion or the debate 
on the question or Rooaevelt &11d
the third term, the convention pre­
pattd to ,o lnoo a night session, at 
which a number of tmportant decl• 
alona ftl'e achedl.lled oo be made . 

Chile Diplomat 
Arrives In U. S. 

WASJµNOTON, D. C. , Aus. ,.­
Oscar Schnake, Chilean deleaate oo 
the Havana Conference or Foreian 
Mlnl&ters, aecomp,.nted by Senora 
Schnake, and other members or the 
delegation, arrived here for a brief 
vutt today and planned to leave 
Sunday !or New York where they 
will aail for Chile. 

Crop Duster Killed 
TALLULAH, La., Aug. 4. - Ray• 

mond L. Cluverlus, 25, or Bethle• 
hem, Pa., died here early today of 
Injuries received when the cotton 
dusting plane he wao p!Iottnc 
craahed and burat Into namea 15
mllea south of Tallulah late yester• 
day. 

for an aggregate of $18,000,000 . Iva Id "f B d Carson. deputy general, manager, enti Y O Y 

aald that the corporation had aold The body or a man found In the 
105,000 homes atnce It wu round.a, East River . off 22nd St. was Iden•
and -itearly 50,000-durlJII the !ilea! -titled yeaw:day...u that �c 
year that ended June 30. J. Recan, '5, or 158 E. '8th st. 

NEGROES HERE 
1,0 ENTIRE 

OPPOSE CONSCRIPTION BILL AS · THREAT 
THEY R.EMEMBER THE 1918 JIM CROW RACE; 

By Angelo Herndon 
A cross-section of Negro opinion in Harlem on the 

Burke-Wadsworth mil itary conscription bill reveals the 
strong opposition of the Negro people to the proposed war­
mongering measure. 

Practically every Negro interviewed by the Daily 
Worker who would be forced to undergo compulsory mili­
tary training as provided in the bill ,  expressed the unani­
mous belief that the bill ,  if passed, would be a direct blow 
to the interests of the entire Negro people. 

Negro mothers who remember well the terrible Jim­
Crow conditions imposed upon their brothers and relatives 
who served in the last imperialist World War to "save 
the world for democracy," also voiced the hope that their 
sons would not be called upon to give their blood in an­
other war which is being waged to further enrich those 
who profit from war. 

Mrs. Louise Brow n, 527 Manhatta n Ave. ,  has three 
ons, two of whom fall into the age limit of the Burke­

Wadsworth bill . She has l ived in New York with her
tamily for more than three years. She left North Caro­
lina because "the white people down there treat the Col­
ored people j ust like they were dogs."

"I remember when the  last war  started the  recruit.­
Inf agent would come arou nd and tell the men that Uncle
Sam needed them to fight, and that the Colored people 
would be treated j ust like everybody else when the war
wu over. They said we would all be j ust like one. But 
we are not treated as one today and we won't be treated 
as one tomorrow."·

LIKE SI.A V ERY

Mrs. Brown said the whole w�rld seems to be in a 
"mix-up," and "I don't know what'• roi� to happen, but
[ don't want to see my boys ki lled off for nothin1. What 
would they gain from i t ? We had to leave North Carolina
oecause we worked all the time j ust like slaves on a big
plantation. When we got t ired of working for nothing
t he landlord wanted to have us  put in j ail becaut1e he said
we owed him. We came here looki nr for a better chance
-bu t  it', all the aarne everywhere for Colored people. I 

hope my boys won't have to die in this war like my brother 
who was killed in the last war,"

Fred Wilson, 34 Mt. Morri, Park, is now living on re­
lief after being seriously inj ured on a WPA job in Long 
Island. He would much prefer to push a cart for a living
than to be subjected to the rigorous and constant pressure 
of bureaucratic relief officials.

"I am 27 years old," he said, "and always did like my
individual right of self-expression, but now I'm in the
lion's mouth. If I said what I thought, they might call me
a 'Fifth Columnist' or a 'Communist,' though I'm neither 
one, and cut me off relief." 

"Negroes should refuse to enlist even if  this conscrip­
tion bil l  is passed. The world is large enourh for every• 
body to live in, but we have always Seen robbed of our 
right to live in it. Any Negro who wants to get h imself
killed in this war is a fool. I don't care what they call me,
I'm not going to sacrifice my l ife for any government that
discriminates against me because my skin is  black and
lynches me when I try to exerc i se my right as a cltjzen. 

"The capitalists who are in power are going to put 
this bill over if  Negroes and everybody else don't unite to 
fight it. Roosevelt and all the others are j wit as bad as 
H itler, only they are tr1ing to get us in the war in a dif­
ferent way." 

"t:onrr should be constripted by the nation and 
made to pus the anti-lynching blU, the Geyer anti-poll 
tax bill and the enforcement of the 13th, 14th and 15th
amendment.a to the Constitution." 

This was the way SO-year old Thomas Wingford, un­
employed Negro worker of 2148 Eighth Ave., summed up
the Burke-Wadsworth bill and its relation to the Nerro 
people. 

" It  is a travesty on democracy when Conrress can 
pass al l  sorts of bills forcibly conscripting the nation, ap­
propriating bil lions of dollars for war, when it doe noth­
ing to enact legislation for the benefit of the pepole."

cores of other persons interviewed readily referred 
to the Jim-Crow treatment accorded Negroes who fourh t 
m the 1-st wa,-. They still remember the grim aftermath 
of World War No. 1. Fake promises of "freedom" and 

"equality" will not suffice to ensnare the Negro people in 
the present imperialist war. 

When the lynchers of the South and the big banker's 
of Wall Street shout these phrases, they sound like so 
much rubbish. Lynchings of Negro soliers in  uniform, the 
race riots organizec;I against them upon their return from 
"saving democracy" in Europe-are crimes still upper­
most in the minds of all Negroes. 

It is j ust like adding insult to inj ury when the war­
makers think they can hood-wink the Negro JM!')ple again 
with their hypocritical talk about democracy when Ne­
groes have always been and still are largely excl�ded 
from it. 

MENIAL JOBS 

Even in the armed forces of the nation, they are 
segregated, Jim Crowed and given the most menial jobs 
as a reward for their loyalty, patriotism and willingness 
to die for something which they do share in.

If a Negro wants to enlist in the Navy, he is told with­
out hesitation that "we don't accept Colored." The same 
policy prevails in  the nation's air force. To win the demo­
cratic right of dying for Wall Street, they must j oin the 
�egregated units of the National Guard, the army, and 
prove themselves worthy of the cherished right to clean 
stables and take care of the horses of aristocratic white 
officers. 

It is a crime arainst the Negro people to see many 
Negro leaden becominr evermore busy in forminr "Negro 
Committees to Aid National Defense," when Negroes are 
being told every day by prej udiced white army officers that 
they will be called in sufficient time before all the dyinr 
is over. 

It would be well ,if aome of these Negro leaders were 
equally busy formil\f committees and waring battle for 
the anti-lyncliialf bill and the enforcement of other demo­
cratic ri1rhta '&enied the Nerro people. Thia is  a real peo­
ple's defense program. 

'Conscription of the American people can only have 
the result of a terrific and deadly a11111ult by the war­
monrera and reactionaries upon the civil and democratil 
rirhta of the Ne,ro people . 




