72nd ANNIVERSARY OF 14th AMENDMENT ADOPTION
POINTS NEED OF UNITY TO GET FRANCHISE IN SOUTH

By Angelo Herndon

The fight to enfranchise 13,000,-
000 people of the South through the
passage of the Geyer anti-poll tax
bill, and emcuring the protection of
the Negro people against a new
wave of mob violence that is sweep-
ing the country by the enactment
of the federal anti-lynching bill,
are two burning fundamental prob-
lems facing all me American peo-
ple.

On this 72nd Annlversan of the
adoption of the 14th Amendment,
the struggle for Negro rights should
be uppermost in the minds of
Amarcans.

This s especially true at a time
when the world across the sees is
set aflame with war and when the
leaders of our own ocountry are try-
ing to effect & “national unity,”
which, they allege, is the only guar-
antee of safeguarding American
democracy. But this “natlonal
unity” i3 a unied front of Wal
Street against the people.

CONVINCING PROOF

If any oonvincing proof were
needed to show how the Roosevelt
administration and the money
kings, who flout the law and throw
the Oonstitution out of the window,
are united in their determination
to destroy the civil and democratic
rights of the people, the ahameful
treatment of 15,000,000 Negro Amer-
icans 15 putficient.
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€ro people and their sympathizers
have been fighting for the pasmge
of federal legislation which would
protect them against mob violence
and lawlessness. But the leaders of
the govamment and those who are
parading about the land behind the
false banner of “national unity,”
have sought at every turn to block
and head off the fight for anti-
lynching legislation which is so es-
sential to the protection and ex-
tension of damocracy to all citizens.

The right to life, citizenship and
political franchise, specifigally guar-
anteed to the Negro people in the
13th, 14th and 1'th amendments to
the Constitution, form the very
basis of a brosd genuine democracy.

AFFECTS ALL THE PEOPLE

If the fundamental concept of
demoorscy as written into these
amendments over the bitter opposi-
tion of the representatives of the
Southern landed aristocracy end the
Northern industrialists, is withheld
and denied to the Negro people,
it is likewise withheld and denied
tc all the people.

There can be no real democracy
for some of the people while it is
denjed to others.

When the reactionaries are doing
everything in their power to involve
America in another imperialist war
to mlke the world “safe for dem-
ocracy,” Wie fight for the full real-
ization of the rights W to
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amendment, adopted \in Congress on
July 28, 1868, is of the greatest im-
portance to the entire nation.
There is not only the great need
of waging battle in defense of and
for the enforcement of the 13th,
14th and 15th amendments to the
OConstitution. The fight to abolish
the undemooratic poll-tax system in
the South and the wiping out of
the evil end barbarous crime of
lynohing, 8 a test in the fight for
the preservation of democracy and
keeping Amerios out of war.

NEED SAME SPIRIT

‘The courageous efforts put forth
by the progressive and really dem-
ocratic Americans for fhe passage
of the 13th, 4th and 15th emend-
ments, represent the kind of spirit

gress for debate and passage. The
progressives hed attempted to in-
clude with the right to vote, the
right also for Negroes to hold public
office. But an amendment offered
by the reactionaries struck out of
the original clause: “the right of
the citizen to vote or hold office,”
the words “‘or hold office.”

PATH OF REACTION

By that act, the way was paved
for a series of reactianary decisions
handed down by the Supreme Court
infringing upon the rights of the
Negro people.

In the case of U, 8. vs. Willlams,
<193 U. 8., 632), the Bupreme Court
ruled that “the privilege to vote in
any state is not given by the Fed-
era] Constitution or by any of its

and determinatd ded today to
|reserve the fruits of their life work
end to go ever forward in the
bullding of a truly democratic na-
tion.

In the fight for the pasasge of
these amendments the country was
fortunate to have such men ax
Thaddeus B8tevens, Frederick
Dougless and many others, who
championed not only the cause of
the rewly emancipated slaves, but
the rights of all the people.

How determined the oppasition
was in preventing the Negro ‘peo-
ple from participating in the gov-
ernment as equals, ls seen in the
struggle which developed when the
15th amesdment was up bafore
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The exclusion of Negroes {rom the
ballot and tha right to hold public
office is symptamatic of a growing
cancer eating at the heart of
American democracy. It is just
plain hypocritical deceit for the
super “petriots” who talkk about
saving democracy in Burope by
draining the taxpayers dry, when
ten per cent of the population has
no representation in the govern-
ment, though they are made to pay
more than their share of all public
bills.

If America is 50 democratic, why
not a few Negro lovernorl in

groes constitute the majority of the
population? By reason of their
numbers Negroes are entitled td’
bold ten per cént of all elective and
appointive positions in the federal
government, beginning with Oon-
gress on down. But why do not Ne-
groes occupy such offices? Certainly
there is no excuss that can be
given in accordance with the ocon-
cept of real democrucy.

The recent lynchings of Negroes
in Tenneasee who attempted to ex-
ercise their democratic right to
register in order to vote in the 1940
Presidential election, s indicative of
the cold-blooded detarmination of
the ruling class to force the people
to accept fts rule of terror and
suppression.

With thq Oommunist Party hav-
ing already blagzed the trail in ten
years of struggle for the enforce-
ment of the rights. guaranteed to
the Negro people In the Canstitu-
tion, the 72nd anniversary of the
adoption of the 1l4th amendment
should be the.uccaston for a re-
newed and vigorous fight for the
passage of the Geyer anti-poll tex
bill and the federal anti-lynching
bill.

Unity of labor, the Negro people
and all Americans cpposed to tyran-
ry and oppression, will soon make
impossible the day when the capi-
talist rulers of our land can
subvert the constitutional liberties
of the people into inmruments of




