A Must Article for Youth of

America--In Sept."Communist’

By Claudia Jones

The narsh fact of war has af-
fected in a mnew, unprecedented
way, the lives and habits of “mil-
lUons of American youth. In a
comprehensive article, appearing in
the September Cemmunist and in
pamphlet reprint form, an out-
standing leader of American youth
has underscored the fact that:

‘“The present generation of Amer-
lcan youth is a war generation. The
youth who pzts on the uniferm of
our country, as well as his sweet-
heart who bids him farewell, has
known no other world since he or
she was 14 years of age than a
world at war. From the very first
moment in the life of young Amer-
fean manhood and womanheod,
when it begins to develop 'con-
sciousness and understanding be-
yond the adolescent stage, it knows
only a country and a world at war.
The war with all its issues, prob-
lems and future perspectives, dom-
inates their lives, and their think-
ing with a completeness that is all
pervading.”

It is all the more significant that
the author of the article and pam-
phlet i1s the national president of
the Young Communist League, Mac
Weliss. This significance is further
emphasized when it is considered
that the article “Toward a New
Anti-Fascist Youth Organization”
i1s in fact the basis upon which the
Young Communist League dls-
cusses an outstanding proposal:

“ .+ . % change the program and
name of the YCL and to broaden its
leadership in order to help create
a new united anti-fascist youth or-
ganization,” at its coming National
Convention, October 15, 16, 17 in
New York City.

Why has the proposal been ad-
vanced? Because American youth
finds itself in a “historically new
situation, a situation that is with-
out precedent or parallel in the life
of any previous generation of
American youth.”

Indicative of this “new situation”
is that millions of youth, including
tens of thousands of girls, have
entered the armed forces. As a re-
sult, deep going repercussions have
multed and created “a whole new

of ad ts in their
llm. their thinking, their relation-
ship to the rest of the population,
In the iole which they play in all
consideations of public policy.”

The author points up these facts
further by stressing that almost
two great columns characterize the
youth of America today: fighters in
uniform and fighters in overalls.
He further observes that even the
schools are readjusting their cur-
ricula to become “feed limes” for
the entry of students into the
armed forces or into war produc-
tion.

Wherein lies the importance of
such a broad outline of youth prob-
lems today? Its importance for-
casts the problems which eonfront
our nation today in fully mobiliz-
ing the youth for vlc_wry. and in
the future when the youth who.re-
turn from the trenches will be de-
mobilizzd, rehabilitated, and re-
absorbed into schools, factory, and
farm.

POSES PROBLEM

A fact of tremendous interest is
the author's reference to the mass
employment of youth ,of working
age, including girls and teen-ages
youth—a generation that has never
known unemployment and that is
entering industry and the or ized
labor movement from the first mo-
ment of their mature lives. Truly,
a3 he states “the possibility exists
to make this first gemaration of

empleyed youth alse the first gen-
eration of organised trade union
youth in the history of our ceun-
try.” On the background of this
development, he highlights a whole
series of new social problems such
as the wholesale uprooting of youth
from communities, familles, friends
organizations and churches, and
the disturbing growth of juvenile
delinqueney.

Not the least important of the
changes among the youth is their
political maturity. This new po-
litical role is no better shown than
in the widespread and rapidly grow-
ing movement to lower the voting
age to 18. All this, says Mac Weiss,
“underacores as never Uefore, the
bew political rele of youth, the po-
litical maturity of ymnh. the de-
sire te assume every responsibility
of citl ip.” Further evid of
this new meaning which love of
country and patriotism has assum-
ed in the minds and hearts of
youth is their deepened under d

Discussed in the articie is the
fact that “the chamges that are
propased for the cenvention will
help remove certain obstacles which
have hitherto impeded the build-
tng of s brosd antl-fascist yeuth
erganization. There can be ne
question but that the name and
program of the YCL were such as
to Imply that mmhnllp in the

A NSy com-
lnmod one to acceptance of the
(mmediate and unltimate program ‘of
the Communist Party and that
they theref ted to pr
from joining it thousandin of youth
whe supperted its immediate pro-
gram and activity. It is equally
true that the changes will help

- blunt certaln weapons used by de-

featlsts and resctionaries whe
pointed to the name of the organi-
sation ‘evidence that the YCL was
the ‘youth section’ of the Cem-
munist Party ud not an independ-

ing of Lhe evil sgainst which we
fight to destroy—fascism. Millions
of youth further have recognized in
the grzat magnificent deeds of our
heroic Soviet ally, something to
learn from and emulate. They

have begun to understand as never’

before ihe need for the closest un-
derstanding and.friendship between
our nation and the USSR, as the
key to victory and a just and dur-
able peace. 80, too, have millions
begun to learn and recognize labor
as the inost progressive social force
in modern soclety, the most con-
sistent democratic force in our
country’s life, the backbone of our
nation's war effort. Added to this
is the important recognition speed-
ed by the very wartime require-
ments of our country of the need
to fight for the full integration of
the Nesro people into the life of
the nation, for full social, political
and economic  equality for the
Negro people.

POST-WAR WORLD

The author sums up his conten-
tion wi'n the observation that the
post-war world will bring youth
face-to-face with the task of build-
Ing a new future through fighting
for the defense of democracy at
home and all attempts of reaction-
ary forces to curtail or destroy fit.
He commends the progressive di-
rection of the National Resources
Planning Board program and the
speech of President Roosevelt to

servicemen providing the demo-~

bilized men with a “stake,” or
guaran‘ees for economic and social
security.

The national president of the
YCL asserts that these changes
among the youth is in no small
measure due to the pioneering
work of the Young Communist
League. He traces the history of
the League in pioneering and eor-
ganizing “the youth for correct
policles more than 21 years ago,
which are today accepted policies.

Yet he states “with full apprecis-

ent organizatl

A program guide is advanced by
the national president of the YCL
for the new organization. Among
the important points included, is
that the organization should be one
which will place in the center of
all of its work the mobilization of
the masses of youth to win the war
for national liberation, to smash
fascism, through helping to speed
in every way the opening of the
second front in Western Europe
now, in order to make 1943 the
year of victory over Hitler. It
emphasizes that the organization
should take its stand by the side of
the labor movement, suporting its
building, defend it from attack as
the most progressive, social force in
modern society, the most consist-
ently democratic force in our coun-
try's life, tke backbone of our war
effort. The program urges strength-
ening the United Nations coalition
particularly to promote friendship
and. collaboration between the
United States and the Soviet Union,
the two most powerful democracies
in the world, having different so-
cial systems but a common national
interest in cementing their friend-
ship and collaboration, unity of the
young generation, of labor and the
people, which .alone can achieve
these aims.

‘The program advanced urges full
equality for Negro youth, Negro
white unity, mobilization of youth
for war services, education in the
spirit of our democratic ideals,
drawing strength and inspiration
from the labor movement and the
great democratic traditions of our
country, the role of its patriots.

The program points to a future
in order to help realize in all its
fulln a land of full opportunity
for youth; an Americs in which in-
security, poverty and want have
been abolished, an America that is
peacaful, free, prosperous and
happy.

It 18 obvious that deep going
changes will indeed take place as

tion of the great
which the Young Communist
League made toward helping solve
these new problems, it is at the
same time true that a new type of
organization, much bresder than
the Young Communist Lesgue and
capable of uniting within its ranks
hundreds of thousands of ad-
vanced anti-fascist yowth is re-
quired by the times. Only such
an orgaaizatien can cope with the
new situation in which youth finds
itself teday and help solve the new
pr which already

tlined by Mac Welss in his
article. Communists and non-
Communists can belong to such an
organization on the only considera-
tioq that they support this pro-
gram.

8uch a provoking and thought-
stimulaiing article s of concern to
every trade unionist, to every Negro
people’s leader, to every leader of
youth®serving agencies, to every one.
who in with us r
that the war generation of Amer-
ican youth in its fight on the bat-
tleflelds of our country sgainst fas-

the youth as well as those which
will confront it after victory is
won.”

clsm is making a new and unprece-
dented contribu to our ndtion’s
lite, interests to its future.




