
Negro Revolutionary Martyrs
J. W . NKOSI —  A frican  Revolutionary Martyr

Comrade NKOSI joined the Communist Party of South A frica  as a kitchen 
boy  in Johannesburg. His political career, however, began earlier than that. A s 
early as 1919 he was already engaged in the 
struggle being one of those w ho took  part 
in the strike against the pass laws in that 
year. He also took  part in the strikes led 
by the R ed Trade Unions in Johannesburg 

A t the beginning of 1929 he was ap­
pointed C. P. Organizer for Durban where 
he has since w orked hard in pushing for­
ward the cause of the A frican  w orkers until 
he met his death at the hands of the brutai 
police  thugs of Pirow  and H ertzog on Din- 
gaan’s Day, 16th D ecem ber 1930.

A n uncom prom ising fighter, he died as 
he lived, fearless and conscious of the greal 
fight in which he was engaged, as his final 
message, short but characteristic shows. The 
message addressed, in Zulu: "T o  the W ork ­
ers of South A frica : Never, under the sun 
has a nation been  so shackled with the 
chains of slavery. W e  are not even a llow ed 
to vo ice  our opinion on the state of affairs 
in our M otherland. W hy not awake and 
stand on our fee t?  Men, wom en and young- 
women, w e must support organizations that 
light for our freedom ."

A  thousand A fricans must take the place  of Nkosi. Let his cow ardly 
murderers know  that the A frican  Giant is awakening and nothing will stop his 
progress.

Long live the name of Nkosi! Long live a Free Africa!

Death of Gilbert Lewis
A  REVOLUTIONARY NEGRO WORKER.

The working class has suffered a great loss in the death at Yalta in the S oviet 
Union on June 1st 1931 of the young Negro com rade, G ilbert Lewis, an active 
m em ber of the Communist Party. It can be said that com rade Lewis died as a 
M artyr directly as a result o f his treatment by  the capitalist bosses in the south 
of the U. S. A .

Born of w orking-class parents in N ew  Orleans, La, in 1904, Com rade Lewis 
from an early age felt the pangs of capitalist exploitation  and national oppression. 
F orced  to leave school when still a boy  in order to make a livelihood, Lewis
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drifted from  state to state, doing w hatever w ork he could lay his hands upon. As 
a m igratory w orker he reached New Y ork in 1928 where he obtained employm ent 
as a w indow  cleaner. Com rade Lewis was an active  member o f the w indow 
cleaner's union, here iie helped to organize the opposition, led the struggle against 
the trade-union reformists, and w on the union over to the red trade-union m ove 
ment. He also took  an active part in the N ew  York subway strike. These a ctiv i­

ties led  him into the ranks of the 
Communist party in 1929, from  which 
time he becam e an active party func­
tionary.

Early in 1931, when the party and 
the revolutionary trade-union organi­
zations undertook organizational work 
in the south, Com rade Lewis was sent 
to the state of Tennessee as an orga­
nizer of the revolutionary trade-union 
work. During his stay in the south he 
did much to draw the Negro industrial 
and agricultural workers into the re ­
volutionary movement.

D espite the terroristic conditions 
under which his work had to be con ­
ducted, under the constant threat of 
the Klu Klux Klan against his life, 
Com rade Lewis unflinchingly carried 
out the tasks of the party. He was 
frequently arrested and at one time 
sentenced with a chain gang. These 
sem i-legal persecutions had a d ele­
terious effect upon his health and it 
was at this time that he contracted 
tuberculosis.

GILBERT LEW IS A f. ,  rA fter  a tem porary recovery , Com- 
on chaingang, in Tennessee ra(Je Lewjs was sent t(j thg Soyiet

Union for rest and m edical treatment. But shortly after his arrival in M oscow  he 
suffered a relapse to which he finally succum bed.

Besides being an active organizer, Com rade Lewis was a regular contributor 
to the Daily W orker, the central organ of the A m erican  Party, and to the columns 
o f other revolutionary journals.

Smash Lynching 8 young Negroes
8 N egro boys fram ed-up on the charge of tw o notorious white prostitutes and 

sentenced to die b y  electricution  on July 10 by  a farcial speedy trial o f capitalist 
‘ ’ju stice”  in the State o f A labam a, U. S. A ,

The "tria l" was conducted  in the midst of surroundings (a special carnival 
drawing hundreds of poor white farmers, thugs, police  and other agents of the 
ruling class to the city) at which the Ku Klux Klan and other fascist agents of the 
ruling class made speeches, dem onstrations, intimidations, letting loose the most 
v icious lynch law and m ob v io len ce  spirit, w ith the ob ject to make certain that


