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| tional fmpertance.

. Dretrail has often been ealled “The
Henrt of America.” It is the ervadle of
mnags production, Precisely those in-
dustries on Which the last “prosperi-
ty” illusions so largely rested are the
hagis of Ddetroit's world renown as a
great manofacturing ecenler. It s
the eentre of the world’s automohile
production.  And the awio was the
hob of the last “prosperibty” days.
This eily alzo leads the world in the
manufaciuring of all kinds of molors,
matal  airplancs, gasolene engines,
adding machines, pharmaecuticals, al-
kalis, varaum ecleaners, dnd oil burn-
ers, Is annual products are valoed
at two and a half Lillion, or more
than of many a country in Euvope.
Just becaunse this has been the
marvel of American capitalist organi-
zation, the howe of the newest indus-
tries and highest development of in-
dusirial technigue, the economic crisis
ig hera most acute. Decause yester-
day the symbaol of "prosperity”, taday
the symbol of mass misery at its
worst!

L
A Sad City
The eity ts now sad. A stroll up
the =wellest shepping  streets” like

Weodward Avenue, Washingion Ave-
rae and the Dhusiest thovefares like
Gratiot Avenue gives one the fecling
that the town has gone thru a war or
some opidemie, - o .
Even the richest steves have not es-
caped 1he plague.  The ritzy haber-
‘dashers, Georpe & Henry, have been
forced 1o e¢lose lwo of their shops.
Capper and Capper, among the swel-
test of gent’s fornishers, have heen
granted one year credit extension,
Crowley  and  Wilner, departmoent
store, has heen laving off help. The
J. 1 Hudson Department Store, hig-
gost. of them all, was saved from &i-
saster only thru marriage, only thro
the goon fortwne of having Edsel
Ford as sen-in-law, .
How bad things are ean he zoon
from the State Automaohile License
Burn's heinp compellad &n extend the
period for petting 1031 license plates
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to February 1 and fhen to March 1.
Still, after this sixty-day grace per-
iod passed, 800 cars were tagged hy
the palice in Detroit for net having
new plates.  On Mareh 1, 175,000
1930 Michigan autemobile owners had
not yet gotien their 1931 lieense. Tc_y-
day, there ave I00,000. less auto 1i-
eonses in the State than a year ago
at this time, :
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Aute Planis Anchored in Silence

T talked Lo many auts  workers
Their suffering is acute. Parl-time
workers congider themselves Tueky.

A visit to the Hudson plant, one
of the higpgest and most efficient in-
dépendents, tells the story. Enlering
the plant, one is greeted by the elern-
al apple in the office door and at
the factory gate. A heavy pallor of
depression  hangs - over everything
hore, . The crisis atmosphere is felt
everywhere, L )

From a manager T learned that the
men are working only one shift—in-
stead of three—these days. At that,
there are only at mest 12,000 out of
25,000 on the joh. But I have my ser-
ipus doubts whelher there are even
12,000 now working. I saw a sur-
prisingly large proportion of women.

There zeems to be Tewer Negroes
employed hut those working were of
gplendid physique ond were on the
heoaviest and most diffiewlt johs, Few
men over forly could be seen work-

ing. “Yes, business has fallen had-
lv,  Our export is especially hard
hit. They have jisl slapped another

tarifi duty on Awerican ears in Cay-
ada. T guess we will have o throw
up ansther plant there to leap the
tariff fenee getting higher all ihe
time. Bab therg has been a little pick-
up in the last two weeks. We Have
mnanaged in raize our daily produoc-
tion from A15 fo 585 cars.”  These
few remarks of the manager told
mora than a moulhiul.

Wilh less workers more autos are
heing tuirned oul. The speedup is
devasiating. Efficiency is constantly
increasing. It is very significant thal

ANTI-FASCIST STRUGGLE IN GERMANY

Struggle Agatnst Fasciam” isswed by
the (Garman Conpnunist Qpposition.
The wovid sipnificance of  German
Fruzeism makes the problem of reveln-
tionnry slrrwgple ngeingt it of interu-
American  Com-

munisfe and rovelutionory workers

showuld study this progrem enrefully.
F

—The Editor.
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1926, Lhe German Commugnist Qpposition
fssned p Troletaras Pregram of Action.

“Sueh a step” it was “then declared,
“is made necessary becanse in a situation
in which the Sacial-demoeracy  strikea
blew after Blow againsi the' working
clase in the service of the hig. bourgeoe
isic, the official committees of the G P
. arc unable either to elaborate a cone
crete pragram of strupple or o owtline
a revolutionary perspective, .. .

“Iny the masses of the proletariat and
nf the poverty-striken middle strata there
is brewing heavy discontent.  This dis
satislaction 1= dirccted against the Soc
ial-democtalic party feadership and  exs

demncratic worlers: hot it s not trans
farmed inte confidence i Communist
beadevship, which; unfartunately, is cither
ahsent or else misleading. .

“It s high time that an end be put

the way to refarmist treason but alsg
makes possible the exploitation of the
thssatisfaction hy the fordes of extrem
reaction.” o

What we saill thew . . . has now hap
pened,  Extreme veaction, Fascism, ha
taken full advantage of the continuer
treason of the Seocial-demneracy and ihr
continued incapability of the Comnanuniste
\ Ifascism has rizen inte a monsttous dan
igtr for the working class, for its econ
mnie existence, for its polilical right
i and {ot the maintenance of its otgan-
izations. The rise af Tascism has always
gonc hand in hand with capitalist at.
tack o4 the standard of living and rights
ol the toilers. )

There cant be no delay in organizing
to close the ranks of the iailers against
Fascism and the offensive of capital. Bor
this a comman program of action for
all tailers, contnining concrote abjective:
cerresponding to their necds and to their
uvaderstanding, caleuwlated to develop the
class stragple on o hroad basis and to
counterpose  the pelitical  strogple  Jor
vower of the working chiss to the strog
rle of the Tascists for power, is needed.
The CPG-O therelore proposes the fal-
fowing Anti-Fascist Program of Action.

- this line; “It is apparent that not a

ceding. Last week auto production
lell somewhat. The ANNALIST
wholesale commaodity ‘index has fallen
1o a new low, carsed mainly by an-
other severe drop in famm  prices.
Sigus of pessinmism are multiplying as
summer  approaches. Autharitative
comment on the owntlook rong aleng

great deal of headway has been made
in business recovery.™. “The major
demands which stimulated the 1921
tecovery are lacking.”

Just twa years ago, on February 23,

tends decp in the vanks of the Socals !

to this sitndtion which not only opess)
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"The Program of the German Communist Opposition

We publish below the “Program of - YOUNG PLAN AND VERSAILLES

TREATY
I.

For the Struggle Agamst the Young Plan
and Against the Versailles Treaty

hourgenizie is striving
with greater energy than ever for an
imperialist. rewisian  of the Versailles
Treaty and the Young Plan, particulaly
the revisian of the Eastern {rontiers and
the provigious af the Versailles Treaty
which hinder the miditary preparations
of German imperializm,

The German

An imperialist revision of the Versails
les Treaty and the Young Plan can only
be realized thom 2 new imperialist wocld
war, thru Germany's joining one of the
graups of imperiabist powers.  The war
preparations of the international bour
gepisic are dirccted more  and  more
against the first Workers State, against
the Sowiet Unien,  The desire of at
tack of the impeviplist powers apgainst
the Sowviet Union has heen sharpened
to the highest degree by the world econ-
amic crisis which strengthens the ime
perialist striving for the vislent appro-
pristion of new markets and which malkes
the danger of Socialist construclion in
the US.S.R. appear all the preater .to
the world bourgeoisic, Tascisin cepresents
this imperialist policy in its most extreme
form. c .

The German working elass must une
candilionally reject the line ol carrying
on a struggle against. the Young Plan
and the WVersailles Treaty in coanection
with and” nnder the leadership of the
German bonrgesisie. - The working class
must refuse to carry on the strugple
apainst the robbertreaties on an imperr
inlist basis or to farther the imperialist
aims of the German bourgeaisic.  The
Gorman warkers must carry on the strog-
ale Bath against the imperialists of their
own conntry and against the foreign hour
geodsic,  The Getman workers must not
carey an this strugple rogether with its
pwit hourgesisic  but in revelutionary
struggle against its own bourgenisie as
well as against foreipn imperialism—side
by side with the revolutionary working
class of all countrics and above all with
the Sawict proletariat.

Tlie demand for the imperialist revision
of the Versallles Treaty and of the
Young Plan must be councered by che
Geeman working class with the slogan
of - the nullificatien of the Versailles
Treaty and of the Young Plan, of the
realization of the right of self-determina:
tion' of peoples, of the anoulment of
the war dehis, thru the indernational pro-
Ietarian rewolution, thr the struggle: of
the international working ciass for the
averthrow of the rule of capital.  This
obliges the workers ol every country to
Tight ahove all for the overthrow of their
own bourgeaisic and to defend the wvie-
toriols working class of the Sovict Union
against all attacks.

Parvicularly  must the German  work:
ing ciass come oof  with the greatest
sharpress against all attempts of the Ger-
man bourgeoisic o teach an uaderstand-
g and conclude an alliance with French
imperialism—which can. only he realiz-
cd as a military alliance directed against
the Sovict Jaian, The German working
elass must reject any cooperation with
the Leapue of Mations which is no {orce
for peace and the conciliation of nations
but is an imperialist league of rohbers.

(Continued in the nexi issuc)

Failure in Heart of America

while aute plants are reducing the
working forces, the bigpesl wotor cor-
poralions are inereasing their - re-
search stalls.

A Tord worker clinched the matler
with the following facts: "Before the
times bocame so damned bad, twenty-
four wmen were employed in the erank-
shaft. depariment of the River Rouge
plant, Xach one of us then furned
out 40 tn 43 crank shafts per honr.
Rut a fow weeks ago, during the last
shut down for ‘inventory’, Henry pul
up some new machines on 8 patent he
brought from Germany. Today, eight
of these German machines are on the
joh manned hy only eight workers
ench one of whom turns out eighty ta
cighty-five crank shafls per hour,
Good-hye Jjobs for sixteen. of us al-
ready and whe knows how many of us
will ba lelt.”

I asked the MHudson plant if there
were any wage cuts recently: “And
how!. In every departmeni! And big
ones Lool”, sald ihe manager. “Weli,
what abont Ford's boast that he won't
cut any? I inquired. "That's jist
the hunk. Ford has cut ‘em and cub
‘om deep. He has slashed the hourly
seale Lo the hone”, shot bacle the man-
ager. Workers told me that the aver-
age hourly wape runs from 24 to
Gb cents, depending on the skill. Re-
fore the erisis it was 50 {o 85 cenis
per hipur. The ungkilled whe always
got the lowest pay and could lose the
least got the heaviest cuts and lost
the mest—about 50% of their wage
vate. ‘The skilled and semi-skilled
workers were alse hil very hard—
ahout 33 1/%34: average cut.

And it is precisely Henvy Ford's
wage slaves whe are suflering most
these days. 36 oub of every 100 fam-
ilies eared for by the City of De-
{roit are dependent on the Tord
plants,  Only the other day W, C.
Rergman, the organizing seeretary of
the Detroit’s Mayor's Commitfea on
Unemployment, was compelied fo
grumhle alpud that Ford's policy is
to feare well for idle machinery”, but
to “tarn idle men into the streets to
care for themslves ns host as they

may.”
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The Circdle of Misery. Widens

As you walk thru these towering
autn plants you are 'bound_ to get a
fecling that the machinery i3 anchor-
ad selidly in & gripping silence. Real-
Iy your ears hear the silence mrore
loudly than anything else. In fact,
{he TTudsen plant is now one of the
busiest. In some of the other fae-
tories the stillness is so deep that you
can hear yolr heart beal

Only a couple of wecks ago 1‘;he
Nakland DPontinc aute corporalion
took a census of all its employees re-
parding ibeir familics, dependents,
ate. These werkers are now living m
the terror of heing fired. The dread-
ful feay of anather layoff haunts
them. Already, affairs here are infal-
erable.  Oakland County  (Pontiac)
in now bhankrupt. In Januvary it was
forced to pay out in relief for the
hungry, i groceries and elothing
210,000, The workers' misery de-
fies descriplion.

Rut the workers are nol the only
ones who are up against it The mid-
dle elass, the siorclkeepevs, the farm-
ors are with their backs to the wall.
The- farming masses are in a des-
perate plight. You can hear many a
farmer saying in despaiv: “We will
live on the couwntry. And if things
keep up as they are, then we will do
whal the Rcossian;s did."
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In the Ranks of the Worlwrs

Thers is much serious discontent
in the ranks of the workers, Here
and there the mood iz ugly, tho
in gencral, they feel that the present
crisis is eonly a passing affair and
that prospevity is the normal thing
and ig bound lo come hack. This is
mly a refllection of their generally
undeveloped politieal eoneepiionsy- and
subjection fo the illusions of capi-
talism and ils propaganda.

The irade union bureerats have
sold’ oul lock, stock and barrel. In
the unions there is not a vojce of pro-
test, The loft wing workers have
cither bean expelled or have fled in
disgust ‘or under the order of the
new line of the Corwmunist Party.
The trade union movement, thus rob-
hed of its reddest bleod, is paralyzed.

The now unions, like the Aute
Workers Industrial Union, tho sery-
ing as a haven of rest from the bit-
ter struggles in such organizations
as the Inlerndtional Asseciation of
Machinists, are really no unions. They
have neither membership nor life,
The Communist Party, despite all of-
ficial hluf{f and hombast, is a pitifolly
dwindling scelt with about three hun-
drved members in the whole distriet—
the simallest on record..

But in the ranks of the workers ag
a whole, there {s 2 growing interest
in the eclass streggle and its prob-
lems. With a proper approach and a
correct program, splendid foundations
could now be laid for huilding up a
real, mass revelulionary movement.
This day 1sn’t here yel. It s not
being done today.

Today, Tefroil—this failure in the
heart of the wightiest capitalist coun-
Lry-—is only heginning to have a tell-
ing offeet om the minds and hearts
of the workers. It will take quite
somie thne yet. But its effects on the
labor movement will he wery far-
reaching. Mighly forees of disillu-
sioniment with the Wall Street pros-
perity and povernment have been let
Iovse.  The fingle in which _these
forens will end will he a revolt
against the costly futility of tho eapi-
talist system in the United S{ates.



