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Towards International Communist Unity

The International Conference

L TOWADAYS there is one guestion that is upper-

most in the minds of the classconseiouir wm:lb
ers of every ecountry: Why is it that the Cc:mn‘ls.u_mst
International doesw’t grow organizationally or politicul-
ly under such favorable ghjective conditions as pre-
vail today?.

To ask (his question is te touch the heart of the
erisis in the world party of Compwnizm. For, after
all, the test of the tacties of any political.[}arty, pier-
ticulavly a revolubivnary party, o Comm_unl.r.,t l’:al‘tyl, 1%
t be found in its practlce, in its applieation in life.
Wwe, who gathered in the first International Confer-
ence of the Communist Opposition, were fully aware of
this. .
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- The First Conference of the International

' " Communist Oppuosition

It was le answer this question in the interests of the
intornational working class, it was tu enable the lell—
munist [nternalional te overconic its paralysis, tu util-
ize the presént workd erisiz situation to the maxlmu.m,
that wag vur sole purpose in the eenference. Not dif-
ferinlg in principle with the Communist Intzlzmul.ional
but only in tacties, we-gathered not to build a new
Communist Interndtionul but to re-uvite the world
Communist forecs, lo reconstruct the existing Comin-
tern on a healthy Lasis. The extremely favoyrable ob-
jeetive conditions for developing the wo_ricl Parl,;l.r of
Commuilism, the growing menace of Faseism espeeiatly
in Gerrmany, the increasing danger of war against the
Soviet Union, snimated us guly to redouble our effurts
fur unity of the Comintern amd to eontinue our fight
against ‘the present non-Leninist tactival line of the
Communist International—a line which {s primarily re-
sponsible for the weute crisis in the Cominteri.

Due to legal und finwieial difficulties not all com-
rades elected could come to the Confevence.  Theiv

sideration. This was the ease with the representa-
tives of India, Austria, Fisland and Italy.  Hepre-
sentatives of the Comntunist Party of Sweden and of
Alsaee-Lorraine which were expelled from the Com-
munist International as parties, fron the Communist
Party -Oppositions of Gefmany, Switzerland, the Unit-
ed State§ and Crzecho-Slovakia were priseént. - Norway
was fraternally represented.

The order of business far the three day conference
(Dee. 16, 17, 18} was: o

1. Consideration of oral and wrillen reports of the
variosus opposition seebions. ' Lo

2. Discussion and adoption of draft platforin of
International Conumunist Opposition, .7 - T

3. Organieation and press matters. -

There was o eertain vigorous revelutiontrey optim-
isnt running thru the deliberations of the Conference.
Every report and reporter underscored the splendid
ahjuctive’ situation for the growth of:the Communist
Party—the most fuvoeralle in years,
gates who were the founders of the various sections

pether with Licbkneeht and Luxembory, orgunizérs of
the Spartacus group in Germany, co-workers with
Lenin in exibe, leaders of the workers on the barricades
fighting for Soviet Power. Ourz was not an uplimism
artificially getigratod to hide defuats or o please buro-
crats. Lt was an optinilsm founded on Leninist un-
derstanding, on revolutionary convickion, = saerifice,
and boundless devotion 1o .our class, the exploited
waorkers, : .

The spivit of the Confervnce, the manner of diseus-
sion, the methud of seitling diffceences, the genuine
critical atéitude pervading the deliberativng, all were
most cneoutnping signs of a belter day drawing near-
er i the life of the Communist International,  Those
dispivited difficulties, by temporury defeats, Ly the
slowness of the developing world revelution, these who
eidertain “theories”™ aboul the degeiweralion of the
world Connmunist Party eertainly could Tind no evi-
deitee or support for their false conclusions neither in
our disewssions or decisions.
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+The Present Position of the Comiutern

We fnced the faets as we found them—and not as it
would “suit fancy—in the picture we had before us
of the statle of affairs in the Conumunist International.
Like a red thread there ran thru all our work a feal-
dng that the eriticsl. condition of the Cowmunist In-
‘tornutionul is the grave congern of the entive interna-
tional working elass —especially of the class-consciouns
workers, .

An examination of the situation in the world Party
of Conununism shows how deplorable the present sit-
uation is. Let us start with the plus side of the ledger.
The mest impertant scelion of the Communist Interoa-
tional iz the Communist Party of the Soviel Union.
1t is doing a mighty good jol, undee the most diffi-
cudt cireuhistanees, in speeding up the cutistruetion of
Sociulisnt in lhe Soviet Uniow. Toguther wilh the
Young Conununist Leagoee, the Connuunist Lavty of the
Soviet Union totals aboul Five million members. Tiuly,
a powerful arpy!  Bot in striking aud painful con-
trast to this s the pielure of the Communist aterna.
tienat outside of the Union of Socialist Soviet Hepulb-
lics. Ilere the situation i3 vevilably calnsivophic,

On paper the Communist International shows 40
secilong, Tut which of these Parties ts, today a nass
Party or hus mazs influence over the workers?  What
move tragic ehse of parvalysis could we eite than the
Comnuenist Party of Great Britain? SWith such extreme-
Iy favorable conditions for the devolopment of a
mss Comenenist Party, we have a vanishing, stervile
seet which plays no role in these deeizive dueys of class
war in Bngland, In Czecho-Slovalia, where only o {fow
yvours  wgo, the Communist ooty
workers poelitical party and of tremendous influence
in the trade widorns, wo now have o helplegs, uninfluen-
tinl grganization—a fainl shadow of its former self.
Franee tells o similarly dismaying story for our move-
mend.  As raptdiy aod as heavily as (he Cumowenist
Party of France and the Med Pederative of Lalor
{(C.LT. Uy have been losing members, the Socialist
Party of Froavee and the relovaist fedevalion (2G0T}
have been gaining ground.  In India the Cobntunist
International never had  more  than frasmentary
strength, In Ching the Communist Party is bled white
und has very Little ovganwed strength o the cities,
which s decisive,

" The situativn in the United States nceds little ¢lal-
gration here. . .
It is true that Communist Party of Germany is still

written reperts and proposals were given thore con- -

Jist war into a civil war against (he exploiters,

Here weire dele- o ! ‘ _ :
; ~ostraggles’in the colonies assumoes inestiuable import-
of the Communist International, experienced fighters- #Nct ’

in the working class movemoent, militant battlers to-

was the Dbigpest
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a mmass party. But it eertainly is not availing itself
of the splendid opporlunities to wield Initialive and
give leadership.  The ultra-left line, coupled with its
rank oppurtunism in its dangerous brand of “nation-
al Bolshevism”™ in making the Versailles Treaty the
peint of depurture of all struggles, has orippled this

. only mss Communist Party in the whole Comounist

Inlornational as an elictive foree to defeut Fascism.
Shouldl German Fascism win as it did in Iinly—as 1s
entively possible in a short time—ihen it means the
collapse of this one mass Conununist Party outside
of the Union of Soeialist Soviet Hepublics,

That with a correct line and unity the Communist
International could today deal mortal blows Lo capi-
talism, to reformism and to Fascisw, is shown by the
growth of the Swedish Comununist Party (Opposition)
and the Alsatian Comumunist Party (Oppoesition} The
only Communist Parties beside the C.[25.U. to gamn
in membership in the last year, were the Communist
Parly of Sweden {Opposition) which gained nearly
4000 in 1930 and the Communist Pavty of Alsace (Op-
position). And with eerrect Leninisi tactics the Com-
munist Opposition forces are now making real head-
way in India.
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A Platform of Communist Steuggle
Reeognising the difféerent conditions and specifie

‘peculinrities in the vurious countries, yet, on the basis

of fundamental principles of the Cominlern, cer gen
cral analysis of the present world crisis leads s to ger-
tain concrete tasks on a world scale

First and foremost, in the light of the ecconomic
eiists, the imperiulist war dauger, tho growing wmen-
ace of an attack on the Union of Socialist Soviet Be-
publics, vur platform cmphasizes the imperative need
for Communist unily in the revelulionavy clags strug-
gle. In ke eyes of the Coenference this guestion of
Comunist unity was a life and death guestion for
the working cluss,  To wchieve this purly demoeracy,
democtalic centralism and Leninist discipline nust
be resterod and guaranteed.  All efforts must be made
towards the development of & ponuine international

“collective lendership in the Comnnanist Indernational.

Our appeal for unity wddressed to the Communist In-
ternationg] and. the internations] working class is in

- Lthis strain.’

The development of a uniled working class front
against eapitalist resction—particularly aguinst Fas-
cistii—along with the energetic unconditional defense
of the Soviet Union were emphasized as central fasks.
Fhe Conference peinted out that it would be impos-
sible to overemphasize in the present internativnal sit-
uation the importanee of préparing the weiking class,

cnow and today, Tor what will face it in the coming

imperialist war—the transformation of the imperial-
E) | In
the same sense, the. mobilization of wolkers in the
“mother eountries” for support of the revolutionary

Polay it is particuberly necessary to popularize
the Soviel idea, the Soviet sysicenn as’ the highest de-
nweracy, #s Lhe only working class democracy, in the
ranks of the workers by tying up its experiences anl
lessons with the coiweete everyday nceds and demands
of the workers. :

Our plutlfoem very coltectly eniphasives the Lenin-
ist taetical attibwde toward trade unions aod the need

Jor the militants and Commuanists working in the mass

univny.  The weeessity of united front taetics, the
necd of the Party's winning the majarity of working
cluss are brought howe vory clearly. .
I

The first International Communist Opposition Con-
forenee was possible enly breenuse of fpreenent on fun-
danwentul prineiples. The tactical differences gmong
the varivus Commuonist Opposition groups were ¢loared
up and settled mainiy thra the practieal political activi-
ties of cur nwvement.  Qur international ideological
homogeneity and unily were realized only thra a Com-
mnist eo-operation and digeassion and the application
of the Leninist principles of Party democracey on g in-
tornatlional seale. Cur agreements were obtained only
thiw widerstanding and conviction amd nol thru (he
fear of bureaucratic measures as in the Executive
Cominitiee of th¢ Communist Ioternatlional todady 6r
thru the worship of a supposedly “infallible” leader
like Yrotsky, as is the case of the vanishing remnants
of the Trotskyists.
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The Intervaticnal Center

The Intcrnational Comtmanist Opposition Center is
thus net a wew Cominlern, It is only the organizational
venter of the strugele for the restovation and recon-
slruclion of the Cominunist International.. Today it is
only in ewr vanks where the fundamental preblems of
the internstional labor and world Communist nmove
pwenls can be earnestly and honestly discussed,

Indead, it is of the greatest historical significanse
that in this decisive hour fur the working cluss, there
sheuld comme forward an international "Ioree which
shiwy the way o vietory for the revolutienary labor
moventent,  The International Communist Opposition
Cenler is dedicated to the highest cause of the world
proletaring.  We are pledped to fight enswervingly
for the resteration of unily and & corieet line in the
ranks of the Cominlern. Only then will the vanguard
of the internutional revolutionary proletariat be able
Lo inspive, organize and fewd the working cluss of the
wolld to viclory over the eapitalist class—to a new
il better day-—te the Communist sociely,
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If' you are a wide-awake worker you can-
not do without the REVOLUTIONARY
AGI. Subscribe now!
IEVOLUTIONARY AGLE,
63 Madison Ave, New York City,

I oannt fo subscribe Lo Uhe Rueolutivnary Age. [ am
eeelosig 3200 (5100} for o yeur's (G-months) sweb.
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