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British Trade Union Blacklegs

By A. B. ELSBURY, V. BRODSKY and J.

N the long period of Trade Union history
I there have been many ghastly spectacles
of the treachery of so-called organised
workers towards each other. Every thought-
ful worker and trade unionist has recognised
this fact, and the last twenty years may be
said to have been largely occupied by these
workers in reforming these abuses to the best
of their ability.
THE AMERICAN MINERS' I'IGHT.
The greatest coal strike in the history of
the United States is now in its filth month.
Six hundred thousand members of the U.M. W,
came out on April 1st, and another 100,000
have since joined them. The Miners’ de-
mands are for a 24 per cent. increase to bring
their wages up to 1,400 dollars for a year,
or half the sum laid down by government
statisticians as the cost of living standard.
The full force of the American Government
has been brought against them, together with
the powerful private detective, thug and
blackleg agencies which are muaintained on
a huge scale by American ‘‘ Big Business.”
Lynchings, shooting and murders are being
practised with frequency against the strikers
as aid to that greatest weapon of Capitalism,
starvation. Still they stand solil.  Only one
thing can break them—ample
SUPPLIES OF BLACKLEG COAL.
It is impossible to obtain these in America.
Britain is doing its best to supply this
blackleg coal, every particle of which helps to
bring the American strikers to their knees.
Viewed from the workers’ standpoint, this is
tragedy, but it has also its humorous side,
though the humour is grim.
Every piece of this scab coal is being
brought to the top by union labour.
From the pit-heads it is being transported
to the docks by wunion labour.
At the docks this coal is being loaded on
the ships by union labour.
The ship is being taken to America to smash
the strikers by union labour.
Tet us see now what Flerbert Smith,
Acting President of the Miner:s’ Federation
of Great Britain, had to say in America. two

months ago, speaking to the American
Federation of Labour Convention :— .
““ When the British miners had their

strike,”” Smith said, ‘‘ they received every co-
operation from the United Mineworkers of
America. Although some American coal was
sent to England at that time, [ am certain
that this was from the non-union mines here
(America). The British miners have not for-
gotten this aid and are standing at the back
of the American miners 100 per cent. strong.
We will not do anything which might help
defeat them in the great fight they are
making—a fight which is being watched with
the most eager interest by organised labour
throughout the world.”’

Ernest Bevin writes thus to Frank
Hodges :—

““ We are again being pressed to introduce
o third shift of tippers, which, if conceded,

will considerably reduce the earnings of our
men. . . . It is due, we are told, to the demand
for coal from America owing to the strike
there. It does seem to us that to extend our
working hours to get increased orders due to
a strike elsewhere would be an act.of inter-
national blacklegism.’’

We see, therefore, that, according to
Bevin, to increase the hours on this work is
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““ international blacklegism,’”” whilst there
can, of course, be no objection to ‘‘ black-
legism '’ during normal hours.

INTERNATIONAL  MINERS’
GRESS GIVES FINAL KICK.

And now comes the final touch, as though
these were not sufficient.

The Miners’ Federation, to hang matters
out and evade responsibility for their blackleg
work and Smith’s American promises, re-
ferred the matter to the International Miners’
Congress, which took place in Frankfurt last
week. Now at least, it would be imagined,
the American miners would receive their just
backing. The International Miners’ Con-
gress replies : —

‘“ The decision was that there should be no
Trade Union embargo on the export of Euro-
pean coal to America, but that £10,000 should

CON-

be placed at the disposal of the American;

strikers.

By this decision the American miners are
to be throttled by their British comrades
after being presented with a cough-drop.
The international decision, whilst it was the
greatest betrayal, was at least devoid of
hypocrisy.

T. MURPHY

Go ahead now, you British miners, and dig
like hell. Every blow you give with your
pick helps to knock down the strikers. Pos-
sibly they may remember it some day and
give tit for tab.

Either that or bestir you like men and
play a man’s part. You KNOW WHAT
TO DO.

A Ciriticism
To the Editor of THE COMMUNIST.

DEAr Sir,—As a consistent reader of your
paper, and until quite recently a member of
the Communist Party, I would be obliged
if you could enlighten me on Communist
policy, in relation to your leader on “British
Unionism and the American Strike.”

You take exception to the leader in the
Daily Herald which honestly states that
“nothing can be done ” to help the American
miners. This, unfortumately, is the truth,
for the following reasons.

There is over eight million tons of coal on
railway - sidings at the present time, more
than can be moved, even at high pressure
in at least two months. That coal has
already been cut by union members, and
coal that they will be cutting in the next
few months may or may not be for use in
America, that is a point that the minersare
practically unable to ascertain.

The miners have been actually starving
for months, and will continue to suffer for
some considerable time yet, they want bread
for themselves, and their wives and children,
and the only way they can get it is by cutting
coal, for America or wherever it is wanted.

The coal having been already cut, railway-
men feel, on the one hand, they they should
not be asked to bell the cat, and refuse to
handle it, and also because they are mnot
aware of its ultimate destination.

The position of the dockers is much the
¥same, except that they do know whether the
coal is to be used for the purpose of break-
ing the American strike. Granted that they
do know this they also feel that, coal that
has been cut and handled by unionists
already, is good enough for them to handle.
They also have suffered much from under-
employment, and unemployment, and there
is also a large surplus of unemployed in
their industry who are not class-conscious,
and who are hungry.

Those, briefly, are the human, or inhuman
facts as far as the rank and file are con-
cerned. The next position to face is the
officials of the unions. TuE ComMMuUNIST has
consistently preached the removal of the
present leaders, on several grounds, the main
one being that they have not the real work-
ing class outlook, and that all they are
concerned about is their jobs, their political
aggrandisement, and a life as free as pos-
sible from strife.
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