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na&;»on the food . situation
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Kerala is 50 per cent deﬁut in food The
Congtess ‘leaders of Kerala; instesd of persuading
the Congress and the Government leaders at New
Delhi to give Kerala its due are concentrating- all -

- their fire' on the Kerala Government.
leaders. are threatening struggle.. The RSP

 already launched a satyagraha with the slogan :
'the gallows with the Mlmsters' , .

‘Kerala'- Chief = Minister. in!
his'statement below has ‘given,
the pldin facts which disclose,
. where the real blame lies and!
1;])peals in. a . manner. that‘

ould make sense to all ex-!

Y\ t those who seek to pla)’i s
itics at the cost of peoples o

The text of ‘the. Cblef Mini-

ster’s statement- reads

WANT to assure the part:es

& of - the Opposition and ° the
general public that the Gavern-
ment.is as concerned as -they
are with the difficult food situa-
. tion in the State. Food is a pro-
- blem which, as the Prime. Min-
ster observed. recently, should
be dealt with on a national
plane, beyond ‘political or other
differences and . disputes. I
would, therefore, “appeal to
them all to.help the. = Govern-

ment in .working ‘out a policy -

-which all of us can. smcerely
_gﬁa.nd faithfully carry out in the
.:mbetee.ts of the entire State.
During the recent discussions
\ -in ‘our
State, the question ~ has . been
raised as to whose is the.res-

" ponsibility for finding a solution

for this .problem: the Centre’s
‘or ‘the State’s? -1 hope. that
everybody concerned will ‘put
_an end to this way of posing the
question and realise that the
food problem cannot be solved
either by the Centre or the State,
alone; it can be solved only if
- there is the closest .and most
sincere, cooperation between the

Centre and everyone of the 14 .

States in our country

Till Formation Of
-South Zone

Let me make it clear that,

so0-far as we in the Govern-

- snent of Kerala are concern-

ed, we are prepared -to take

- the entire responsibility which’

- are ours as the Government

- in a State which has the ut-

‘most deficit with vegard to

foodgra.lns Let me, at the

- same time, remind my friends

. in the Opposv.tum in our own

State, as well as responsible

. persons- in other States and

. at the Centre, that we will

. not be able to discharge our

responsibility unless. we re-

‘ceive the full cooperation . of
all of them.

I hope everyone will agree

i t.hat while it is the responsibi-
lity of every.State Government

~ " 'to see that the stocks of food-

grains .available withip their
respective States are properly
and equitably = distributed, mo
.State Government can, in- the
present circumstances, shoulder
the responsibility of- . getting
supplies from other Statés un-
fess these supplying States and
the Centre create the ne«ssary
‘ ¢onditions for it =

" This was actually the d!VlSiOll .

"of labour between the Centre
"and the State of Kerala till the

‘activities

"Central Government
" formation of the Zone

The PSP

the" fact that, till the formation’

of the Zone, the Centre used
to supply a fixed quantity of

" foodgrains every month to our

State. It was with thissupply
made by the Centre that the
Government of Kerala ' ran
hundreds of fair-price ‘shops.
After the last general elec-
tions and .our, -assumption = of
office; we delib_erately adopted
the policy of- expanding ' the
of these - fair-price
shops with the hope  that it
would help stabilising the price

-level” in the ‘open -market. Ex-

SO

perience has proved that,
shops

long as- these fair-price -

continued, the majority of peo- -

ple-were guaranteed a minimum
quantity of rice; this exercised.
a healthy influence on the open
market. This would have been
the. position even now if these

.supplies were forthcoming. (

Unfortunately, however,- the
situation deteriorated after
formation of the Southern Food
Zone. The expectation of the
that the

-would
lead to free movement of rice
from the surplus.to the deficit .
.ar€as within the Zone and meet

. the full requirements of the de-

ficit States was not fulfilled.
The year 1958 has been a period
of rapid rise in prices and acute
suffering for, the people of the
Zone. The price level today,

not only in Kerala but in’ other
parts of the Zone as well, is

higher than at any ﬁme in re-

cent years.

'No Help To

Get Supplies

So far as our State is con-
cerned, the formation ' of “the
Zone did not help us in getting
those supplies which are neces-
sary for us to run the fair-price
shops, and which used former-

ly to come to us from the Cen- -

tre. We have:.all along - been
feeling that, since the. Central
Government introduced  ° price
control.in, the four surplus. dis-
tricts of Andhra after the form-

_ation of the Zone, the Central
Government. should have pro- -

cured the stocks in Andhra at
the control prices and supplied . .
to us’ as they used-to do before.

. If this was not possible, they
should have enabled us o pur- .

chase in Andbra at pricés at-

which we could have got those E

suppliea,
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did not do either. On - the’
other hand,.it said that the’
very formation of the South-
‘ern Food Zone meant. that'
Centre’s recpormbihty “to
- supply any State in the Zone
. ‘ceased it was for the respec-
tive State Governments to get
lsupplies - from = Andhra*- or
. other surplus areas -in.- the
|Zone. On the other hand, it
- Iprohibited us from buying in
the surplus areas of Andhra

at prices above the conirolled

ratee—this at a time - when
““gtocks were not available at
or. below the controlled rates.

Orders Had To
Be,_ Cancelled

~ As for the other surplus area

"‘in the Zone, i.e., the Tanjore

District in Madras, there. again,

e -the Government of Madras, and
- on its advice the Central Gov-
> ernment, prohibitéd our Gov-

ernment till very recently from
entering the market and buying -
rice. Orders for 10,000 tons of
rice to be purchased from Tan-
jore had to be cancelled on the .
advice ‘of the, Govemment of .
India.

Let me illustrate our dlﬂlcul-
ty from what happened in Te-
cent months: .

that the Central Government: -

4 . o
Between the. formahon of the

Southern- Food Zone and March -
‘1958 we - purchased rice in'An-

‘dhra to the extent :
tons.”* These- .purnhases “were: -~

of 15, 100

made at pricés ranging = from

: Rs. 32 to Rs. 34. per bag. Thece, .
‘as Jou’ can see, are ‘at the con-
trolled rate fixed by t.he Cent-'

ral Govemment

What Really
Happened :

From March 1958 unwards

we have beeh trying to do the

.same. Actually, -we called for-

tenders to-the extent of -70 ,000
tons from. July-to - Septembe!
1958. But no tenders were.re
deived in response to this, be
cause the prevailing . market

-rates at that time were above

the controlled price. The Cen-
tral Government did 'not ac-
cede to our request that ‘it
should . itself procure supphes

at controlled rates and ° give it.
to us or allow us to purchase at -

prices above the controlled rate.
It actually “asked us to buy at

any price from anywhere ex- -

cept the four - districts of An-’

-dhra, which ‘means asking us

to buy rice-in a place where' it
is not available!,

- Let -me mentum in pa.ssiﬁa'A

3

that tf we were able to buy R

the 70,000 tons for which we
haTd called for tenders, that.
‘itself would have 'niade us
submdwe to the'extent-of Rs.
49 lakhs if the supplies- had
come gt the controlled rates

. a.nd ‘of Rs. 108 lakhs if. it had
- been at Rs 40 per
" which we were allowed to
‘buy after the .- November
meetmg of the Food --Minis-

" ters from the Southern-Zone.
This would show that it is
not our alleged “unwillingness
' to substdtse food supply”, but
our mabzl:tu to ‘get supplies,’
that created those difficulties. -

" ilam sorry that the difficul- -

txasl created in our way by the

above-mentloned policy of -the

Central Government

:reahsed ‘by my friends. in the -

Opposmon who -accuse . us of

hlammg the Centre when these

bare facts are mentioned by us.

I hope that they -will all agree -

‘that the .résponsibility - for se-.
curmg supphee from - outside -

—or rather, creating conditions
Tthh supplies from outside
can' be procured—rests .on the

Central Government: 'I.hope"

that the ,entire people of. the

State will join the Goyernment

in pemandmg of the Central

Gow\rernmgnt that it should

| #SEE BACK PAGE

T cannot even think of
‘building a house without

into it
For some time, the Com-
B munist Party has been
thinking of having its own
building in Delhi to house

Council. .
When negotiations began
with the Government of
. India,-the Party was asked

the bnilding.
A Bombay firm ot a.rchl-
- tects was ‘commissioned to
. do the job. The blue-print’
waa duly. submitted to the
concerned ~department of.
. the Government.- .

HE Communist Party |

the CID. poking their nose

the offices of its National,

. to sabmit a blue-print of -

A tew days ago,
!nspector called on ' the
“Iarchitect in his Bomiday'

.office dlong with an assis- -
-. tant, duly established his -
,'authcnty and asked the
architect to make a copy of
“the building. plan of the
' Commanist Party available

to him. -

"The architect ‘was - quite
surprised—he had not ex-
peoted -this' at all im our
much-trumpeted democra-
cy. He postponed the inter-v
view. .

Next time, the assistant
"came - alone. The architect
got his brother, a well-
. known person, to sit in the
inner ' office - m ease he-
needed help. .
'l'be architect told the

‘client is bound: to Lknow

> Desai of ;the Meerut Cons-
“piracy Case.

_turn to get -surprised, he

An duphcate. One copy can
_over to the CID,’

man Why should I
give you the .copy? If the’
client comes toknow, I will.
lose the contract. And .the -

because my brother is M. G.-:

It was the assistant’s

had ot known about M. G.
Desai. He left hurriedly.
This was rather-embaras-' .|
sing. .To avoid:sach nn-'.
pleasantness in the futare
we would suggest -to Home )
Minister. Pant to instruct
all| departments that the
Communist Party should be.
asked to submit everything

then “be - quietly - banded )

bag at

are not
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' either supply us the quantity of
rice that is necessary for conti-

. nuously running - the fair-price .

shops, or in the alternative,
create such conditions in the

surplus areas of Andhra or any-

where else where we can free-
ly buy rice at rates which are

reasonably -low for our people. -

some

Recently, - however,

change has been brought about.’

The Central Government has
‘permitted us to buy rice in the
surplus areas of Andhra at pri-
ces above the levels which had
been fixed by it as controlled
prices. - We have already made
arrangements for the purchase

of 10,000 tons under this arran-.
gement; nearly half of this has-

already been . loaded and is
- shortly expected to arrive. We
are making arrangements for
further purchases on this, basis.
Our Minister for Food, and the.
officers of the department . are
proceeding in a couple of days
to Hyderabad for making &
more “stable arrangement - for
regular supplies on this basis;
we hope that this will enable us
to run -the fair-price shops in
the coming months.

I would also take this op~
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portunity to request P

friends in the Opposition to

realise that ™ the’ difficulties
which we are facing in this

State are part of the difficul~

ties which the entire country

is facing today. The rise im
~ prices of foodgrains is an all-

India phenomenon and is not £

“confined to this State. That ¢

is exdctly why the Prime Mi- &
" ister and other leaders.of the s
_ Central Government are ex-
". pressing their concern at this$
' .and are appealing for & no-

tiongl approach to this pro-
~ blem. I hope that the parties
' of the Opposition . in- this, [

State also.would look - upon§ q

‘this as ' a nationcl problem

and help thé Government is-

solving it in the best infer- -
ests of the entire people.

Our Government proposes
shortly to convene a meeting of
the .State Food Committee
which was formed ' some time
ago. I hope that the parties:of ’
the Opposition’ represented in
the Committee would offer cop- |
structive suggestions which, i
accepted and implemented by
the Government, will help th=
entire people. ’




	Pages from na-6-12-2.pdf
	Pages from na-6-12-3.pdf



