Without democracy going into the - vxllages, no

Progress Not

_ progress is possible—was the; trend of the 20-minute
_speech with which Chief Minister E. M. S, Namboo-
- diripad introduced the Kerala Adminish'atlve Reforms

Committee’s Report for

. Législative Assembly on Décember 1.
‘Minister explamed the basic approach in the report

_discussion in the Kerala
The' Chief

to the question of administrative reforins, an approach
which the Govemment had endorsed.

THE ‘most important point
touched by the Commit~

" tee, he sald, was to explain

the need for fundamental
changes in the administrative
Set-up.

When - the Govemment
formed a Committee to go
into the question of adminis-
trative reforms, some people
had expressed doubts about
the need for such an elaborate
study. They had argued that
the Central Government had
already gone Into the ques-

. tion and report of Mr. Apple-

by and others were available.

They had said thdt the Ke-
rala Government need only:
study those reports and im-

plement whatever - reforms
‘were found necessary and
suitable

But the Kerala Govemment
could' nto accept -that view,

‘taken ' place

said- the Chief Minister.
Several big changes have
in our country
during. the last ten years. We
have adopted a democratic
Constitution Secondly, we
have -accepted . planning as
necessary - for our nation’s
progress and accordingly, the
Five-Year Plans were formu-
lated. ' Thirdly, the Indian

.Parliament = has decided that

Socialism "should be the goal
towards- which our nation
must progress.

But no serious discussions
had yet taken place on what
changes were necessary in

. the administrative set-up in
consonance with these
.changes. The Kerala Gov-
ernment,. Chief
Namboodiripad said, consi-
dered the Kerala Adminis-

~ trative Reforms Commitiee’s

Minister -

—E. M S. NAMBOODIRIPAD\-_

P

report a begmning in that._

direction. -
He did not consider that
anybody could object to the

need, for such changes in the

administration or-oppose ‘the
basic approach in the report.
What was this basic ap-

proach? The Constitiution of.

a Parliament at the * Cenire

and Legislative Assemblies in-

the States on the : basis of
adult franchise were not eno-
ugh for full democracy.
‘Changes are mnecessary at
the lower rungs, at the dis~
trict and village ‘levels; if de-

-mocracy . is to. be real and its.

spirit is to be respected. Peo-
ple should have

nistration
mic development .and pro-

gress towards Socialism be
achieved.

There might be dlﬂ'erencos .

on how to achieve ~this re-
form, continued the Chief
Minister. But there.can be dis-
pute that more and -more

power should be transferred to

) 8 greater.
‘share in the day-to-day admi- -
gt :all ‘levels and -
only then can planned econo- -

I

the people : [

. ‘There might ‘be risks and

pitfalls when - the people are .

given more power 4t all levels

of administration. But these . :

have to be faced as . Prime

Minister Nehru' himseélf had

said, in the context of'a plan- -

ned dgvelopment of the coun-

try which cannot be achieved - .
unless the people are associat-. -
‘ed with the formulation and -
implementation " of program- -
reconstruc-

‘mes of national
tion.

The Chref Minister safd
advantages from .
_ giving' -more ' power to. the, -

that the -

" people will far - outwexght
" the risks and 'dangers.
appealed to eritics not to
sacrifice the principle of as-

soclating the ‘péople with -

reconstruction : programmes

in the namie of these dan- ;

gers, -
The -Panchayat Bﬂl the

Chief Minister said, had been

framed on the basis ‘of the re-

‘commendations of the Com- "
mittee, and added . that some ..

meore would be published soon.





