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DO YOU UNDERSTAND?

The spirit of the Rusian Revolution, which is
the spirit of the new tinte, is reaching, gradually
and tentatively as yet, but quite distinctly, the
rank and file workers of this country, as of all
others. Independence and initiative are growing
apace amongst the workers ; they are begiming
to look at life ond the world from theic own
standpoint ; beghming at last to act with out
prompting. In Japan rice riots break out against
the profitcers. In Britain every day brings its
rank and file strike.

The workess aro finding that month after month
‘passes in futile negotiations whilst s strike brings
an immediate sohtion of the grievance. Since
the Government’s first call to women te replace
men in war sorvice the trade union effiaigls have
been pledged to secure that women should not do
men’s work at lower rates of pay ; it is vital to
the man and his family, to the trade uuion,
as well asthe woman cencerned, that women
shall not bo employod ¢ lower rates of pay;
but unequal pay standards have been toloratod
and it is evident that they would have: been
tolerated, like so many abuses — including
the abuse ef capitalism itself—with less and

less protest on the part of the unien officials,

had it not been for the defiant strike of the women
who draw the unequal pay. Now. if the women
workers stand firm equal pay will be established,
just as the leaving certificates under the Munitions
‘Act were abolished Ly a rank and file strike ; just
as the embargo will be abolished if the rank and
file remain determined that 1t shall.

QUESTIONS O

BULGARIA.

Tt is reported that a revolution may be about to
take place in Bulgaria, This need not surprise us.
Already in 1913 the Bulgarian Parliamentary «lec-
$ions resulted in fhe return of 37 Socialists out of
112 members, The Socialists with the aid of mem-
bers of the Peasants' Leagué held a majority of tho
scats and demended & democratic republic and an
independent, confederation of Balkan States. The
Government, therefore, refused tp summon Parlia-
ment until after s new election in which by polico
violence o small majority was obtained for the
established order, In the General Election of 191
not one Socislist candidate had been returned. The
list vote was due to the
The experience of o still

ian Revolu-
tion shortly may In
expeotation of this jingoes are raising the ory of ** No
separate peace with Bulgaria.”

LORD ROBERT CECIL'S REPLY TO DR. SOLF.

Lord Robert Cecil's reply to Dr. Solf is not of tho
stuff which would bring peace neaver. Though &
Tory Lord Robert has the reputation of being &
gentleman. 1t is therefore a pity to find him saying
that the force of what Dr. Solf, the German Foreign
N ister, said the other day i

and the horrors of war” *

is entirely destroyed by
the fact that until the tide of war appeared to change
we heard nothing about such doctrines.” On the
contrary German Ministers, liko British Ministers,
have continually professed their love of peace,
whilst, waging waz with all their might. And what
of the many * peace intrigues” and “peace offen-
ives" of which Lord Robert himself has from timo
warned us ? He further said that ther

to time

impossibl
for a little honest frankness !

JOHN BURNS.
So Mr. Burns has at last joined the Labour Party.
Wo bolieve thot the war hias changed both Mr. Burns
and tho Party.

CENSORED.

It je curious to mote that it is forbilden to send
abrehd the Ofticial Reports of ParlismentaryDebater.

everyone’s daily affairs, the world is being changed.
‘America, spending 50 per cent more per day on the
war than Britain which was till now the main
purse bearer of the Allies, is ousting this country
from its ruling place on the seas. According to &

& one time the rank and file workers were
| )

Guardian the British out-

Al
often nursed an
of self-rospecting discontent, some largely pre-
tended much exu.gFemced mass action by a few
energetic individuals who usually became officials ;
to-day the mass action is real and spentancous ;
it is the officials, those who are emancipated from
the toil of the bench, who are pushed onward
The Labour movement is industrially no_longer
2 stage army but the old guard who worked for
this day do not like it very much now it is here.
The struggle which the co-operators are putting
up sgainst the Amalgamated Union ef Co-
operative Employecs is an evidence of that.
Whilst industrially the rank and file of the
‘movement is beginning to sweep aside the old
officials and the old subservient policy of the
willing, humble wage-slave; politically the move-
‘ment js still in the earlier stage of development.
The workers have largely thrown off the glamour
which at first led the mass of them to judge the
war and all pertaining to it from the capitalist
standpoint. There is & general feeling now in the
TLabomr movement that the workers should have
some say in regard to the peace settlement ; there
is o general feeling now that an international
meeting of workers' representatives should take
place. But again passperts have heen refused
and there mems to be no suggestion for deali
with the situation save that of passmg a resolution.
The idea that the workers’ industrial power should
be used to compel the issuc of passports as yel
seems fantastically extreme to the mass of the
Labour delegates; still more extreme that Labour
should use its industrial power to force the Govern-
ment to offer terms of peace dictated by Labour.
In the ficld of world politics the rank and file
~workers as yet show 1o sign of an awakenwg
comparable with that which has taken place in
regacd to workshop matters. Still there are
“Labour representatives ” in the Government ;
still Mr. Henderson desires to be the leader of the
‘movement for the international without_breaking
altogether with the Government. His latest
ly - made complaint that the German
secialists have declared the Inter- Allied Labour and
Socialist War Aims Manifesto to be *“far too
al,” and his apparent deduction that there-
re the manifesto must be insisted upon by
Allied Labour should be enough to depose him
{rom ition of leader, for, in , the mani-
festo is exceedingly one-sided and imperialistic,
i acknow-

(a8 everyano who reads it must inwardly

ge.
Whilst Labour hesitates, only as yet feeling its
feet in the smaller matters of day to day workshop
wages, leaving the great inteenational

_movements which bear with govering force on

put of new ships in July was 141,948 tons, whilst
that of America was 421,296 tons. Prior to the
war Awmerican shipbuilding was held to be of no
acconnt, Tn 1911 the shipping owned by America
for foreign trade was only about 850,000 tons:

Tho ohange which, as though by magic, has
deposed Great Britain from the positi

ion of first
maritime pgwer is momentous ; but it is as nothing
to the great change from capitalism to socialism,
on the brink of which mankind is struggling.

Whilst organised Labour is yet politically
asleep, British workers are being sent
first it has

oppose) socialism in Russia where fir
appeared. . Bulgaria now shows signs of follow-
ing Russia, and already there is an outery that
even showld Bulgaria transform itself into a
Jdemocracy, the Allies must give her no quarter in
this war for democracy. The revolution in
Austria may come at any time. To continue
fighting against the Avstrian revolutionaries in
support of particular counter-revolutionary fac-
tions would be as easy to Allied capital as it is in
Russia.

In Russia the Government of the Workers and
Peasants still wonderfully maintains its power in
spite of everything. Arthur Ransome in Tlhe
Daily News reports that after three days without
Dread, rioting broke out in Petrograd, He says

““The Petrograd riot seems an exact counterpart
of several similar hunger troubles in the provincial
towns, where the oppositio i i
excite the mob to the point of smashing the Soviet,

then, proved their own inability to provide an
efficient_substitute. The result of a short period
of anarchy has usually ended in the re-establishme
of the Soviet. In ‘one instance the Church got
control of the mob ; the Soviet was destroyed, where-
upon the mob turned on the Church, and, by a strange
irony, Church relics were defended by a few Jewish
Thereafter the town looded _with

sense of hum e
gibbets in front of the church, and hanging the town’
watch dogs, which remained swinging as
relics of law and order until the subsequent re-
establishment of the Soviet, when the normal life of.

fown was resumed and the hooligans suppressed.”

Hence whilst famine may drive despairing, dis-
‘orderly scotions’ of the populace to abandon
the Soviets. The mass of the people swiftly
retum to these—their own representative
Councils!

British workers will you remain the passive
spectators, the inarticulate tools in the great
struggle between the old regime of capitalism

i ld ?

and the uprising workers of the world
2 ¢ E. SYLVIA PANKHURST.



