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e cannot stand silently by as we watch

young men and old, women and children

murdered daily in cold blood — shot at

point blank range, savagely beaten unto
death with heavy staves, their heads, hands and limbs
smashed.

We cannot permit a ruthless state to poison people

with toxic gas and bury young men alive.

We shall never accept an entire people denied the
elementary democratic and human rights we insist
upon for ourselves. Were we subjected to a brutal oc-
cupation, daily humiliation, military rule, mass impri-
sonment and institutionalized torture, we too would
rise up in revolt.

The rebellion of the Palestinian people has been a
long time coming. Twenty years of occupation are but
one dimension of their tragedy. They were driven from
their original homes, villages and land by sustained
massacre, condemned to miserable camps, subjected
in a far-flung Diaspora to renewed slaughter, satura-
tion bombing and unending persecution.

The tyranny suffered in the West Bank and Gaza is
but the little continuation of how all of Palestine was
colonized. Between the time of the partition of Pales-
tine in 1947 and the formation of Israel, Zionist militia
seized 75% of the land and drove out 800,000 Pales-
tinians through a series of massacres.

When the state of Israel was declared, there were
475 Palestinian cities, towns and villages. Of these,
385 were razed to the ground — disappearing from
the map. The 90 remaining were denuded of land, con-
fiscated without compensation.

Today, the Jewish National Fund administers 93%
of the land of Israel. To live on land, lease it, share-
crop or work on it, one must establish four generations
of maternal Jewish descent.

If, in any country, people had to prove they did not
have generations of maternal Jewish descent in order
to cnjoy elementary rights, no one would mistake the
quintessentially racist character of such a state.

Israel is an apartheid state, founded on pillage and
predicated on exclusivity. Rights flow from ethnic and
religious identity. ‘

How is this to end?

There are over five million settlers of European ori-
gin in South Africa. The Afrikaaner population and
those of British descent have lived in South Africa for
many generations. Yet, very few people, let alone
those purporting to be advocates of self-determination
for Blacks in South Africa, propose two states — a
European white state with guaranteed security abut-
ting a demilitarized, subordinate African state.

A dependent Bantustan alongside an apartheid state
is a mockery of self-determination — whether in South
Africa, colonial Rhodesia and Algeria — or apartheid
Israel.

In Israel, no less than in South Africa, minimum jus-
tice requires dismantling the apartheid state and re-
placing it with a democratic secular Palestine, where
Jews and Arabs, Christians and Moslems, live togeth-
er with equal rights and opportunities.

Apartheid Israel cannot exist without the U.S. treas-
ury. Since 1948, $92 billion of U.S. tax money — $6
billion in 1987 alone — have financed Israel, a state
built on expulsion, dispossession and subjugation.
The American people have no interest in subsidizing
the world's fourth largest military power or the torment
of the Palestinian people. End all aid now!

The response to four decades of outrageous tyranny
exists — in the stone throwing children of Jabaliya, the
Beach Camp, Balata and Dheisheh. It is echoed in
those Israeli Jews who resist the oppression of others.

Theirs is the struggle, slingshots in hand, of David
against Goliath.

Theirs is the passion for a life without oppression.

Theirs is the vision of a country shorn of racist do-
minion.

Palestinians and Jews, free at last from discrimina-
tion and injustice, will forge lasting peace only in a
democratic and 3ecular society where elementary
rights are accorded to all.

« Extend your hand to the heroic people of
Palestine.

* Support the campaign to end all aid to
apartheid Israel.

* Join the worldwide call for a democratic and
secular Palestine.
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