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Epitaph for a Scoundrel
Pages from  the Record o f John Pepper

By Ladislaus Rucks, President of the International 
Lenin School of Moscow

N O T E : In  our Matform, published m the last issue of 
The M ilitant, we referred to , the malodorous records of 
the present leaders of the Party who are expelling pro­
letarian Communists wholesale. M any comrades have been 
astounded at the statements we made and wonder if  it 
can be really true .that such people control the Party.

Can it  be possible, they ask, that people-branded by
their own past as Social Patriots, jailors of Communists, 
witnesses-for the (jbvemmenuagain.st Communists, craven- 
hearted cowards, Renegade. “Anti-Red crusaders, former 
enemies o f  the Ru^tan-.Revokition,'former, agents of H ill-, 
quit and Berger in  „the fight: against „the Communists, 
.etc., arc. parading as the ..“leaders" of. Communism and 
expelling; and .defaming, revolutionaries with honorable 
records1 behind them?

Yes,-all the statements-are true; Nobody dares to chal­
lenge a. single one ot them; for they can all be proven 
by documentary evidence. '

John Pepper, (now in Moscow) whose record, is set 
forth below,-is- one of the main'- leaders and is the Mos­
cow wire-puller of the present Party regime. H e is one 
of those scoundrels' (there are many of them) who have 
taken the places in th e : Communist International of its 
founders— the.Trbfekys, the Radeks, the Rakowskys— and 
whose principal occupation is the . fight 'against “Trots­
kyism,” the term which is being'used nowadays to define 
Leninism.

Pepper is: the author of many of the slanderous de­
nunciations of the exjbelled Communists and one of those 
who incited to to violence.: against, us. > H e  was selected 
by the C .E.C, at the last: Plenum to deliver the report 
against us and to demand- our'^expulsion as “counter-re­
volutionaries", “renegades,'’ etc. »The document printed 
below shows that "he is well qualified, by experience for 
this kind .of a jo b ..

W e  quote here a number of extracts’ -from a book 
written by Ladislaus Rudas' one oh-the leaders of the 
Hungarian Revolution/ w ho ' knows ‘ Pepper well. The - 
book, entitled ( “Aeben-
teuerer urid ^qu ik tO reM u m '’ ) ‘'was published in iVenna 
in  1922 for p a r t y ^ r ^ ^ n '^ t h e - V A t o *  v j« |^  Verlag. 
Ladislaus RQdas■~u' howiftheehead: o f’ the International 
Lenin School at Moscow*.

Pepoet' before the W ar

T O conduct th is . sham's battle-- against a sham 
daiiittri Pepget; sought oufcsirvthe sWeat of Kis 

'R o w  th-rei!'paiMtjgds^Sut*6f  a hundred- articles. H e  
tb*e thesd tiUKtgQab&sfkhek context wiierqj alone, 
they migfer- He condemned. H e tore/ these pis- 

outt'Of little  • notices’:where“ they*wetS“ never 
intended as ‘'slogans’ '̂ but dsagitation)and too t the 
field against tfie p  with:’ all-the commonplacesof 
his Marxism, HSs-¡Marxism however-C9 nsistsj o f 
patterns w hich* fie applies ’ everywhere,' whether 
they fit or n o t ̂ H e gave 'long discourses on. Com­
munism Standing-fbr’ the expropriation of the 
means o f' production, for large factories, etc., as 
though tfieSe wer&.n.otr ruapsgaljready w ell known 
to us when Pi^jper^was .«tiiTe&^r-in'clixfef.of the 
petty-boiirg'eois'Oo5jlevard,>sheet Fnss Ujsag, while 
I  had fo r some. n%et baen. editor ojE the: central or­
gan of tlfe srcja^em ocracyin Budapest (190?). 
I t  is a piece qJL knavery when such as he would 
teach me abovitjmarchism.-and syndicalism, where 
i t  was I  who le ft, the social democracy for its, cor­
ruption \wKen Pepper—-toumake a career— joined 
it! (page 191-2).

Pepper» During' the^W ar 
W ithout investigation BelaJCunordered th *  ex­

pulsion from tiie  Phrty of this eomrade (m  charge 
o f the Party’s ’il^al.'W oric'.h id ;) who had been 
active in  the'working class movement for tw enty' 
years, Who suffered a heavy. prison sentence for 
many months during the war for the anti-militarist 
propaganda conducted whale an officer, who led 
peasants’ revolts during the” Karolyi revolution and 
during the entir^period of the dictatorship fought 
courageously and’ honestly w ith the Communists 
despite the fa e tjh a th e  was a social democrat. H e  
orcferecf tKis punishment—the severest that a Com­
munist cWBr-sufl^r^carried“ out By1 the same R ip­
per who, asRbyal and Imperial war 'correspondent 
drank toaStf td Austrian Generals while this cofflt- 
rade risS#sd": his life in . anti-militarist- agitation! 
(Page

Pepper- theSocialD em ocrat
O n February.^0?itftl9i: greafc,masses. moved: dem­

onstratively beffitecstheirbuilding., o f the- social de­
mocratic organ NypszavaC. Clashes-took-„place w ith  
the polkrdn, whiEh arnurhberof them' were ¡killed.

Thciday a^ir-tfei'de'ftionstratipn the Commun­
ist leaders wefe? arrested and''brutally beaten, in 
prison. ,
• -To  ¡characterize-? the’’ conceptions i.*fv.;tht. .-social 
idethoertey-another article« by. -John-Pepperi’“w hich. 
•appeaire#!» N ip a d n  of -Febrts»y-'2,1{ i9l9;-shou!d-

be indicated here. Pepper, the most ambitious and 
conscienceless- demagogue ever to be found in the 
social democracy; whose “Marxism" always con­
sisted in covering with a theory the basest instincts 
of the dominant men in power in the Party to 
which he belonged; who in his writings always 
found a formula precisely for the commonest and 
most vulgar arguments— this Pepper strutted about 
as the leader of the soldiers’ councils in the first 
days of the bourgeois revolution. . . . Even as the 
workers’ councils were nothing but a pseudo-insti­
tution named by the party and trade union bureau­
cracy to. hinder the creation of a real revolutionary 
institution of the proletariat, a pseudo-institution 
with no power at its command and with no w ill 
to exert influence,— just so was the Soldiers’ coun­
cil seised by the social democratic party and served 
only to divert the proletarian revolution. The in­
strument of the social democracy was John Pep­
per, whom the soldiers’ council served to satisfy 
his personal lust fo r power. He worked with fu ll 
steam to become the war minister o f the bourgeois 
republic. T6 show that he would maint.in  this 
post, not to the detriment, but to the benefit of 
the bourgeoisie, he stormed against the Commun­
ists whom he was the first to designate as “left 
counter-revolutionaries”. His expressions best char­
acterise therefore the counter-revolutionary nature 
of the social democracy, since he was always mere­
ly  the empty-headed mouthpiece of the prevailing 
demagogy. (Page 29-30).

Pepper and the Bolsheviks
W hile participating, at the beginning of Decem­

ber 1918, in a meeting of the M inistry for M ilitary  
A ffairs at which martial law against the Commun­
ists was considered, he ( Pepper) declared:

“I  consider the whole Bolshevik movement, whose 
leaders I  know very well, to be harmless. I t  is led by 
a few immature persons who have returned from  
Russia.” (V o ix»  Ujsag, December H ,  1918),

But -tribal this movement led by “immature peri- 
sons'' began to bear ripe fru it, Pepper coined the 
phrasé “Mt-counfe-reyolutionariea’ ’ a M  wa» resSd̂  
to  use the most shameless methods against them. 
H e ordered machine guns and armored cstrt 
against the soldiers who demanded in a demonstra­
tion the dismissal of the at that time openly coun­
ter-revolutionary M inister of W ar Festetich 
(Voros Ujsag) January I I ,  1919); he ordered the 
arrest o f comrades T ib o r and Ladislaus Szamuely 
(Voros Ujsag, January I I ,  1919); in numerous 
speeches he summoned the soldiers to pogroms 
against the Communists. At the same time, nat­
urally, he sailed in the filthiest nationalist waters' 
when he enjoined the soldiers: “Social democrat 
and Magyar mean the same thing.” (Voros Ujsag, 
March 6, 1919. This remark was made by Pepper 
to incite the soldiers to the new imperialist war 
against the Czechs in the interests o f the Hungar­
ian bourgeoisie!) H e had translated this passage 
directly from the Communist Manifesto into H un­
garian (Page 31).

Pepper Imprisons Bela Kun 
O n January 2, 1919, the Communist soldiers in 

one of the barracks demanded the resignation of 
the then reactionary W ar Minister. Pepper there­
upon ordered the arrest of Bela Kun. Az Est 
of January. 2, 1919, wrote as follows on the mat­
ter:

John Pepper, government commissar of the sol­
diers’ council expressed himself to tis about the de­
monstration of the Communist soldiers:

“ The entire Communistic soldiers' demonstration' 
onty shows that the Communists cannot really in ­
fluence the soldiers, that the soldier masses as a 
whole are'supporters of the social democratic party 
and are soMfersOf the People’s republic. C o atfa rf  
to  the artificial fektherskiring, the treth i t  t l r t f  <*■ 
i s w e r e  die ones A t  a*c 
rested Bela K im  and his colleagues, and refused to  
¿we thern dse f l o o f ( P a g e  31 ).

Peppier T  urns Commissar!
Yesterday, still “democrats" they (the social dem­

ocrats) today became supporters of the proletarian 
dictatorship; yesterday still ministers of the bour- 

; geoia) government!, they . today became without 
any transition “People’s Co'mmissars" of the Soviet 
government. On March 19, Siegmund Kunfi still - 
made a long speech at election meetings “where 
I,"  he writes, “ took a position • everywhere’ against 
the dictatorship .and: fo r. democratic .socialism.’* 

vJohiY Pepper* howevcrl still said the same’ thii)g 
'■'as Kunfi.On March 19, L9i9:-/:Atld when a Com-

munist proposed at an election meeting to set free 
the imprisoned Communists, Pepper answered him 
as follows«

“I  speak in the name of the Hungarian working 
class movement (H e  always talked tail!— L. R,-)ç ¡in 
the name of the social democratic party, and'these 
will use mass terror against everyone who seeks, to  
terrorise in any way the representatives of the Huh- 
garian working class (namely: himself, John : Pep­
per!— L. R . j” Poster Lloyd, March 2Ò, 1919.

Two days later they became—Pepper even w ith 
“ stormy enthusiasm" — “ people’s commissars’’ ! 
(Page 41-2). '

The Communists Force Pepper’s Resignation!
The Communists were naturally embittered that 

the fate of the Party should be decided over their 
heads. . . . Mainly, however, did the Communists 
feel bitter over the naming of John Pepper as 
People’s Commissar for M ilitary Affairs, the same 
Pepper who, of all the social demoertas, had acted 
most shamelessly and despicably towards the Com­
munists, who coined the phrase of “ left counter­
revolutionaries" against them, who was prepared 
to assume the role of Noske and to order out mach­
ine guns against the revolutionary soldiers. The 
Communists did not allow even the threats of 
Kun to restrain them and moved en masse before 
the building of the People’s Commisariat o f M ili­
ta r / A ffa irs and forced Pepper to resign. On A p ril 
4, Nepszava published the report of his resignation.; 
(Page 58).

Pepper Wants a Second P a r ty

There were many who blamed Bela Kun entire­
ly  for the failure o f the revolution.

Thus, for example, John Pepper openly pro­
claimed that Bela Kun was a traitor, that he mqst 
be eliminated from the movement, that a new party 
must be founded. W e all wanted g new pgriy. ^Ut 
Pepper immediately . became a iiquidgtor.,. IJe 
wanted to found a party on new principles; and 
that the new Communist Party should be n peas­
ants’ party. An open, legal peasants’ party—sipçe 
Hungary was an agrarian country! In  this spirit 
he drew up a memorandum and sent .it—to -Michael 
Kafólyi, thé' form erpresidenttif ttô  lèlà Re-- 
public, since he had chosen this gcriÜeittBm a» thb 
leader of his “’new" party! À t ang faitè; ft  wa§ ieë~ 
jectèd by Karolÿi, ' fori Karòlyi, peiSomìBIy © ftC tìi 
thè most hónest bourgeois pbliticiàns-,; wbûld' ftÔ'Î 
for a singki moment bave aaÿthin|piioi c&y>
Pepper. Then, said he, the proletariat need? nò 
party, since every proletarian in Hungary is »a 
Communist, it is only necessary to put arma in  
his hands and the revolution is here again!/ A *  
one and the same time he was—a right and-a left 
liquidator! (Page 96-7).

Chicago Comradfes Protest
“To the District Convention 
Workers Communist Party 
District No. 8.
Dear Comrades: .

W e request that you read thè following! to ,tlid 
District Convention: \  ,

1. W e have witnessed recently a series q| expul­
sions of leading and proletarian comrades,, most of 
whom participated in the formation of our Parfi/» 
and actively engaged in Party work. These.'ex- 
pulstons took place because of their political YJCJP' 
or protesting the expulsion policy. : ^

2. The expulsion policy carries all the dangers 
of destroying our Party and is the path to split our

■■ Party, . :: t . : ,, >j
3. In  our opinion the expulsions are qmy sui 

effort on the part of the CEC majority to conceal 
their right wing errors, i t  is an èffort to ljidç .tb? 
real danger facing our Party, the right .danger ex­
emplified by the Lovestone group. This Has only 
the effect of perpetuating the right wirtg danger 
m  our Party arid’the continuance df thtëir büféau- 
cràtic control.

4. The expulsion took place on the basis that 
these comrades «ldjftéiPâtè i ^ i t i o r i ^ ^ T ib ls k jw ' '  
or protested the expulsion of Comtades Cannon, 
Abern and Shachtman. I t  must he stated that the’ 
discussion on Trotskyism was inadequate,'.apu iii^s 
necessary to hold a free and open discussiqn.pf ,tj)c 
Russian Opposition with thé documents-,;pfjès^î.t.j

5. W e wish to emphatically protest .against;1 the 
expulsions and demand the reinstaféfherifj ot':, these 
comrades to their former duties and Party .posts..

Fraternally yours, . 
Jack Cohen, Dan Pollin, Fannie Minóri, 
Rebecca Sacherow, H . P. 'A.
Bbrtistein, Elsie, 'Meleti,:I f l  Kfèftìtlkl Os- 
hervff, Leon ‘Mtiisel/ LHH&A H&rfréìó*:--


