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Epitaph for

a Scoundrel

Pages from the Recora of Jobn Pepper

By Ladislaus Rudas, Prestdent of the International
Lenin School of Moscow

NOTE: Iu our Blatform, published in the last issue of
The Militant, we. refesred to.the malodorous records of
the present’ leaders of. the Patty- who are expelling pro-
letarian Communistt whaolesale. Many comrades have been
astounded at the stutements we made and wonder if i

can Be really true.that such people control the Party.

Can it be possible, they ask, that people- branded by
their own past as Social Patriots, jailors of Communists,
witnesses for the G’overnment against' Communists, craven-
hearted cowards, Renegade * *AntisRed™ crusaders, former

enemies of the Russtan: ~Revohition, former. agents of Hill-,

quit and Berger in .the fight: against. .the Communists,
etc., arei parading as the ‘leaders” of . Communism “and
expelling and .defaming’ revolutionaries  with honotable
records’ behind 'them?

Yes, all the statements-are true’ -Nobody. Jares to chal-
lenge a single one-of tbcn", for they can all be proven
by documientary evidence. "

John Pepper, ¢novw in Moscow) whose record: is set
forth below, iis. onc' of the main leaders and is the Mos-
cow wire-puller of the present Party regime. He is one
of those scoundrels (there are many of them) who havs
taken .the plices ‘in- the: Communist International of its
founders—the: Trotskys, the Radeks, the RakOWSkys——and
whose pnncxpal ogcupation is the'. fight against “Trots-
kyism,” the term which is being*used: nowadays .to. dofxm
Leninism.

Pepper is the author of many of the slanderous de-
nunciations of the expelled Communists and one of thofe
who incited”to to violence:against, us.
by the C.E.C. at. the last-Plenum to dehver the report
against us and Lo, démand-ourtexpuldion as . fepunter-re-
volutiondries™, rene gades," etc. » The document: printed
below shows that “he is. well qualified by experience for
this kind of a job.

We quote here a number of ‘extfacts-from.a book’

written by Lidislaus ‘Rudagi-one of~the: Jeaders of the
Hungarian' Reévolistiofy who ~knows»Pepper.. well."-
book, entitled "Adyentyrersand: L
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Pepper~the. Social, Democrat
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of Janua;y; 2,'1919, wrote as follows on the mat-

be irdicated here. Pepper, the most ambitious and
conscienceless-demagogue ever to be found in the
social democracy; whose: “Marxism” always con-
sisted in covering with a theory the basest instincts
of the dominant men in power in the Party to

which he belonged; who in his writings always
found a formula-precisely for the commonest and -

most vulgar arguments—this Pepper strutted about
as the leader of the soldiers’ councils in the first
days of the bourgeois revolution. , . . Even as the
workers’ councils were nothing but a pseudo-insti-
tution named by the party and trade union bureau-
cracy to hinder the creation of a real revolutionary
institution of the proletariat. a pseudo-institution
with no power at its command and with no will
to exert influence,—just so was the soldiers’ coun-
cil seized by the social democratic party and sérved
only to divert the proletarian revolution. The in-
strument of the social democracy was John Pep-
per, whom the soldiers’ council served to satisfy
his personal tust for power. He worked with full
steam to become the war minister of the bourgeots
republic. T6 show that he would maint in this
post, not to the detriment, but to the benefit of

_the bourgeaisie, he stormed against the Commun-.
.ists whom he was the first to designate as

counter-revolutionaries”. His expressions best char-
acterize therefore the countet-revolutionary nature

of the social democracy, since he was always mete- -

ly the empty-headed mouthpiece of the prevaxlmp‘
demagogy (Page 29-30). :

. Pepper and the Bolsheviks
‘While participating, at the beginning of Decem-

- ber. 1918, in a meeting of the Ministry for Military

Affairs at which martial law against the Commun-

- ists was considered, he ( Pepper) declared:

*I -consider -the whole Bolshevik movement, whose
leaders I know very well, to be harmless. It is led by

a few immature persons who have returned from*

Russia.” (Voros Ujsag, December 11, 1918).
But whert this-movement led by “immature per-
sons™ began ‘to beéar sipe fruit, Pepper coined the'

to use the mest shaeless methods against them:

tion the dismissal of the at that time openly coun-
ter-revolutionary . Minister of War Pestetich

" (Voros Ujsag; January 11, 1919); he ordered the
. arrest of comrades Tibor. and . Ladislaus Szamuely
. (Voros Ujeag, January 15, 1919); in numerous

speeches he summoned the -soldiers to pogroms
against the Communists. At the same time, nat-

- urally, he sailed-in the filthiest-nationalist waters-

when he enjoined the soldiers: “Social democrat’
and Magyar mean the same thing.” (Voros Ujsag,

- March 6, 1919, This remark was made by Pepper

to incite the soldiers to the new imperialist war
against the Czechs in the interests of the Hungar-
ian bourgeoisie!) He had translated this passage
dxrectly from the Communist Mamfesto into Hun—
garian (Page 31).

Pepper Imprisons Bela Kun
On January 2,.1919, the Communist soldxers in
one of the barracks demanded the resignation of
the then reactionary War Minister. Pepper there-

ter:
John Pepper, government commissar of the sol-
_diers’ council expressed himself to us about the de-
monstration of the Communist soldiers:

“The entire Communistic soldiers’ - demonstration'”

onl'/ shows that the- Communists cannot really in-
fluence the soldiers, that the soldier masses as a

whole are’supporters of the social democratic party -

and are solliers of the People’s republic. Comtrary
40 . the atificial” Blatherskiting, the trdth i

is-jissf ther esldier inases who were the ones that a

rested” Bela Kim' aind his colleagues, and réfusid: to-

give’ thedtrdie-floor” (Page 31).
#eﬁder piser Turns Comimissar!
Yesterday still “democrats” they (thz social dem-

ocrats) today became supporters of the proletarian:
dlctatorshlp, yesterday still ministers of the bour -
= geoiy - governmend “they . today . became ~without
. any transition “‘People’s Commissars” of the Soviet :
On Macch 19, Siegmund Kunfl still-
“where

government. .
made a long sp°ex.h at. election meetings
" he writes, “took a position everywhere a,g:mmr

. thx: dictatorship -and - for - democratic socialism.”

Johnr Peppery however, still caid the same’ thinr

‘a3 Kunfi,on Nearch 19,1919 And when-a Com-
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munist proposed at an election meeting to set free
the imprisoned Communists, Pepper answered him
as followss

“I speak in the name of the Hungarian working
class movement (He always talked :talll+-L, R.)¢;in
the name of the social democratic party, and.these
will use mass terror against everyone who seeks, to
terrorize in any way the representatives of the- Huh*
garian working ‘class (flamely: hinself, Iohn Pep>
pér’—L. R.)" Péster’ Lloyd, March 20, 1919,

Two days later they became—Pepper evén’ with"‘”
“stormy enthusiasm” — ‘“‘people’s  comthissars”
(Page 41-2).°

The Communists Force Pepper’s - Resignation i

. The Communists were naturally embittered that
the fate of the Party should be decided over ‘their
heads. . . . Mainly, however, did the Communists
feel bitter over the naming of John Pepper as
People’s Commissar for Military Affairs, the same
Pepper who, of all the social democrtas, had acted
most shamelfessly and despicably towards the Com-
munists, who coined the phrase of “left counter-
revolutionaries™ against them, who was preparéd
to assume the role of Noske and to order out mach-
ine guns against the revolutionary soldiers.” The
Communists did not allow even the threats of
Kun to restrain them and moved en masse before
the building of the People’s Commisariat of Mili-
tary Affairs and forced Pepper to resign. On Apnl
4, Nepszava published the report of his reszgnatxon.
(Page 38).

Pepper Wants a Second Party F

There were many who blamed Bela Kun entxtc’
Iy for the failure of the revolution. .

Thus, for example, John Pepper openly prcy
claimed that Bela Kun was a traitor, that he'r m

~ be eliminated from the movement, that a new party

must be founded. We all wanted a new party, but
Pepper immediately became a “liquidator.
wanted to found a party on new principles; and

" that the new Communist Party should be.a. peas-

ants’ party. An open, legal peasants’ party—since
Hungary was an agrarian country! In this sga
he drew up a memorandum and sent it—to-Mic
Karolyi, the’ former “president “of ‘the Peoplés Re-
public, sincé he had chosen ' this geribleniinn “as £he”
feader of his"'new” party! At any rai®; i!:vwa% e
perdonglly onte of

the most honest bourgeois’ politicidns,

“for & single moment have an%hmg"mi‘ d& W{ﬁi’«&

Pepper. Then, said he, the proletanat needs No
party, since. every proletarian 'in Hungary is,a
Communist, ‘it is only necessary to put armi in
his hands and the revolition is here again!. A€
one and the same time he was=a right and-a. left
fiquidator! (Page 96-7).

*“To the District Convention
Workers. Communist Party
District No. 8. ‘

Dear Comrades:

We request ‘that you read thc followmg«to the
District Convention: .

1. We have witnessed recently a series of equl—
sions of leading and proletarian comrades, most of
whom participated in the formation of our Parfy,
and actively engaged in Party work. T,hese‘(qc-'
pulsions took place because of their polmcaL vleys
or protesting the expulsion policy. CN

2. ‘The expulsion policy carries a.ll the dmm
of destroying our Party and is the. path to split our

.3. In our opinion. the expulsmns are qnffr‘ n‘n
effort on the part of the CEC majority to conceal
their right wing errors. It is an effort to 'hldc the
real danger facing our Party, the nght daﬂger ex-
emplified by-the Lovestone ‘group. as only

“the effect of perpetuatmg the nght wmg danger

int our Party and-thé tontimiante of their buréau-
cratic control.

4. The expalsion took place on" the basis. that
thiese comrades adopted the position of “Trotskynsm
ot protested the expilsion of Comrades Cannon,
Abern and Shachtman. It must be stated thlt the'
discussion on Trotskyism was inadequate, anu ,.L is
necessary to hold a free and open dxscmsron of r~51c
Russian Opposition with ‘the documents. pry

‘We wish to emphatically protest agairn,
expulsions and’' demand the rematatement‘ e
comrades to their former dutiés and Party. pom

Fraternally yours, =~ ", '
Jack Cm’zen, Dan Poliin, Fannie }l/[zml'
- Rebecca Sacherow, H. . P. Gluiser, A
Borustein; Elsie, Meyers, o K'*eﬁzé}é O:—
heroff, Leon” Altsssel ‘Eilkan Borgeson: -




