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Acting Secretary,
Communist Party of U.S_A

Bear Comrade Minor

Following is a report.on the work among negroes in Bessemer
City from the time | was assigned as organizer there ( about a month
a go) until Comrade Hall came in last week.

The negro workers in Bessemer City are emi&oyed chiefly in one
plant, namely the ffaste Plant connected with the American Mill
owned by Goldburg Bros. Outside of this waste Plant, there are only a
few colored workers in Bessemer City - four or five in each of the a
4 mills, in the picking and cloth rooms.

The Waste Plant is run entirely by negroes, with the except!oh
of 6 negro foremen. It employs 150 people (figures given me by strikers
which I have no opportunity of ohecking.) This includes those who tfork
on the "platform” loading and tinloading bales. 1 would Judge from
observation that about one third of the employes are women and girls.

The Wast Plant operates as follows: The cotton waste, bought
from different mills, and including all sorts of dirty and dusty stuff

is brought in and unbaled. It is then sorted into "beds'". After this- * ~’
it is ilxiH thrown into a machine called "breakers ' which rolls it
over, removes dust , and curls it. It is used to stuff cushions

of automobile seats.

Wages run from $2 to $12 a week. The $2 is for girls on
part time work. Most of the girls on full time average $5 and $6. Ho
wonder Mr. Goldburg can say that he doesn"t care if his whole mill is
closed by strike, he can make his money off the Waste Plant Just the
same.

Some of these colored workers live in Gastonia, in the lora
mill village. Some live in 8 company houses behtmd the Waste Plant. The
rest live * in a colored colony called Stmnffiom, loq&tQd optside of
Bessemer City proper. “ ~ ~

Some Hegroes were in the strike at the beginning, but when
the mills opened up went back to work. There have beeraicne in the
strike since | have been there. Some negroes Joined the union in the
early days of the strike, but ho?/ many cannot be told, because of the
confusion in the organization these during Pershing’s regime. (13
receipt books given out and nobody know/s to ?/han & only 6 returned.)

We have a record of about 25* but sore may have Joined.

When Comrade *elebord was here an intensive agitation was
startedon the Hegro question. Comrade -eisbord spoke on the question
in the me— meeting In Bessemer City, and thought he had completely
von over the worksrs. Aft When he left he told me to take up the
questtenr with the strike ocoomlttee, and if there appeared to he a maj-
ority sentiment for oar policy of a Joint loeal¥ to take a rote on it.
I took up the question. 1 did not take a vote, as there were 20
worker* against and only one for it. A few backward workers (who kps
hare since dropped out ofaetivity) pot the thing on a personal basis)
"1 won"t newer hare nothingto do with no niggers nohow"* or something

tpthat effect. One woman proposed separate locals and mafk
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