About Browder’s “Out of Work”

Unemployment

and

Vulgar “Marxism”
by Vera Buch

We publish belote the concluding instalment of Comrade Buch's

artiele 4m eriti-

cism of Dvorweder’s pumphlet “Out of Work.” It will be elour to every veader of our
peper that the vicwpeint exrpressed i this article on several guestions s not i full
Zgresment with the Tiewpoint of the CP-Muoforily Group.

e come now to the second variety of
unemployment distinguished by Browder.
This is: “Permapeni unemployinent
caused by rationalization.”

“Permanent unemployment fias grown
up especially dn the lust few yreors os the
result of new capitafist methods in the
mills and faetorics. These new eapital-
igt methods orve called by the generul
wname of rationalization, that 4s, reorgan-
“zation production along ‘rotional’ lines,
Bui the ‘rotional ideas of the cupitalist
run tn @ direclton that is very “trrational’
for the workers—for they mean the de-
velopment. of wnew wmethods of getting
mare work out of cach worker in o dey o
ai hour. - They are the methods of speed-
up, of streteh-out, and afl the other
forms of making every worker work
aarder and fuster. FHaeh worker iz made
te keep up with o fester machine, or he
i giten more machines to fend, or bofh
That 45 the ‘meaning of capitalist ratio-

nalization sehich hax heen the outstend-
Tig new deveiopme?zf of capitalism m the
fast ten years”

Here ends Browder's cconomic anal-
ysis., According to this paragraph, in
the last teh ¥ears the capilalists sud-
denly became smart, reorganized their
production, introduced the speed-up and
as & resuli unemployment has now be-
came permanent,

The first error here is to identify ra-
tionalization {oo mueh with speed-up. 1t
is true that the specd-up and streich-out

are the formis of ratiopalizaljon which
alfecr the workers most grievousiy, hence
it is correct to emphasize them. It is
true too that we cannol expect here an
unalvsis of all the many forms of ratio-
nalization. DBut if rationalization is the
cavnse of pernanet uncmploymient, then
our major fight should he against ra-
lioralization, not againsi eapitalism, In
no way does Browder show that ratio-
nalization. is an ipevitable outgrowth of
capitalism.  Aeceording to him, it is seme-
thing. new which. just. hzppened in the
lagt ten wears. Remove this new objfec-
tionuble feature of capitalism and all will
be well. Thus he falls here inte the
worst reformist-liberal position of ideal-
izing the past of eapitalism and of at-
tacking new cutgrowths of capitalizm in-
stead of cupitalism jtself,

But hls real error-heve—and thﬁ, 3z the
third major errer of this pamphlet-—lics
tn believing that rationalization is the
cause of perimanent unemployment. Ra-
tionalization 1s itself a product of the
inherent forees and tendencies of capital-
iz just as much as wnemplovmeni iz,
Bince the world war, the great restric-
tign of markets, side by side with the
cnormous growth of productive forces,

has forced the capitalists to rationalize

their production, in other words, to ap-
Pl¥ scientific methods in the struggle to
maintzin their profits. Of course this iz
done at the expense of the working class.
Any one ¢an sce ihat speed-up, mechan-

itz materials fram the ends of the earth and
to the ends of the earth it sends its products.
Such raw materizls as oil, coul, on, <op-
per ete, are sought for by huge trusts, Teo
grab up the places where they are found, i
is mecessaTy for these trusts to get goncess
sions, contrel guvermnients, deive owt givals,
Such giants as the Standard 0¥l and the
Shel) Company are wrestling for contrel of
the oil of the entire globe.  Their conflict
ranges from Persia to Iedia to Pero and Mex-
ico.  The conilict culminates inevitably in
war,

5. Seruggle for control of conmmunica-
tions a2nd transport.  Ewvery big imperalist
system is held rogether by rail, ocean and
radio-telegraph communicatien. Every dream
of world empire involves the attempt te build
up a connecting “merve-svstem” on 3 gontis
nental ar world scale. Thus there waos the
Moscow-Port Arthur Reilway which pre-
cipitated the Russa-Japanese War. The Ber-
linto-Bagdud Raillway scheme af Germany
which contributed to the outbzeak of the
wat of 191418 The British railway scheme
from Caire to the Cape, The American
New York-to-Buenos Aires Railway,’ more
than nwo-thirds completed and already se-
perseded by the New York-to-Bienos Aires
Aurways, There iz the struggle for control of
{he Mediterranean between Franee, Iraly and
England.

Then there s the * ez 2 naar which Jinke
Priiin with Tndiyv ana China asd crables
Great Britain ta throw its Adantic Flect
inta the Pacific. Because of the desire to con-
tro) the approaches to Sues, England holds
Gibraltar, Malea, Cyprus, tightens fg hold
on Egvpt and the Soucan, and Lord Balfour
secames a “Zionist se that Zionism can be
used to set up a boffer state against the
Arabs juse abave the Canal

Similarly there ie the Panama Canal which
makes the United States a Padfic Power be-
cause it enables the union of the Atlantic
with the Pacific fleer. Tz order, primarily,
ta -comtrel the .approaches to the Panzma
Canal, the United States has intervened 30
times in the last generation in the countres
of CeSntral America and the Caribbean.

Next there is the gigantis stroggle for
control of the ¢ables under the sea and the
ether waves in the air, between Great Bric
tzin ard the United Srates,

And finally there is the steuggle for the
control of ihe sea.

6.. Wars on <olonies and ro ensIave less
“developed” seaions of the earth. Buch 2re
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the wirs thet Englend wages on India;
America on the Latin-American Countries:
the wvaricus imperialist powers on China
Brutal wars for the. yight to rob, to reduce
free countries to colomal statvs and to keep
colonies In. continued subjection.  From the
landpoine of the colonial country, these wars
fram the sta-zd-
point of the jmperiabiss powers serogeles Tor
enslaverment and. pillage,  Bourgeors writers

are struggles for freedom;

wsually do not cull them wers at all. Eng-

ind 15 merely “restering order” in India.
The United States is just Taiding the Haie
inns to govere: themselves™, Aad sa an, Such
i the hypagrisy of lmperialist apologetics!

The reader wiil notiee that none of the
familiur of war ase advanced by
capitaiist  governments to fool their peaple,
#re in the above s, There is pothing abaur
ar te ond all war”, “make the world safe
or democracy”, “deferd natiomal honor',
save civilization or kubiur™, “repel .the in.
wvader”, defend the heartn and home™ ot any
af the false slegans with which the big im-
peralist powers each sought tw camouflage
their streggeles for lands, mackets, colonies,
imwestments, taw malenals, and the r'ght o
rab, enslave and exploit.

Nor is there zny such fairy story explana-
tion of war s the one involved in the e
planation that “the other fellow stavted 107
All the Dmperialist powers are preparing for
war.  The wvery fmperialist svsem  mzkes
this inevizblie,. When wir comes each coun-
try will seck to prove that “the other fel-
lowe started it In the late war cach coun-
try “proved™ thet it was: an the defensive
and the eremy was the aggressor. That is one
of the reasons why there is so much “peage™
rzlk 2nd “peace” maneuvering as 3 new war
zpproaches; and all the big capitalist pow-
ety arm o the teeth while they talk disarm-
ament,  apd prepare dor 1 new blood bath
while' they elaborate Kellogg Pacrs.

Y -

Trases”

In the ner! ardicle we will eramine
two of the madn sowrces of conflict that
are bringing on another "bigger and bet-
ter” world war at breakueck speed—ihe
Angle-Americun conflict for iworfd sw-
premacy, and the plot of the imperielisi
powers o moke o wwited uttock on the
Seuviet Uniom. Artiele § will deseribe
the coming wnr—tmprovements’”  in
tanks, gases, poisons, Dembing plancs
und the “civilized” technigue of maszs
numrder,  And Article 6 wil fake up the
vurions methods proposed te prevent awd
aholish war.

plodinge

ization, and gther forms of capitalist ra-
tiomalization displace workers. But a
Communist theoretician must not sab-
jeet lis iheory to ihe first apparent
phenvmenon logsing sight of underlying
causes. This indeed eonstitutes a vul-
garization of theory.

Capitalist rationalization, while not the
primary cause of upemployineny, has
nevertheless greatly magnificd the wnem-
plovment problen. It has intensified the
exploitation of the empleyed, and hay in-
creased to vast proportions the permu-
nent army of the unemploved, which is
{farther incrcased today by the economic
erisis.

The fundamentul csuze of unemples-
ment lies in the ncoossary pracess of
growth of productive forees under the
capitalist mode of production. As eapi-
tal expands, the tendency iz for mwre and
more of it to be invested in machinery
and other means of production, and less
and less in wapges. That Is, the organic
composition of c¢apital inereases; con-
stant capital increcasos at the expense of
cariable. The improvement of machin-
ery constantly inerease the produetivity
of labor. Henee lesz and less crploy-
ment of lahor is necessary for a2 given
quantity of goods.. So the indusirial re-
serve army 15 created. Its basis is fhe
workers thrown eut of industry by in-
creased prodietivity, Peasants who. are
foreed to give up their land and olher
ruined petiyv-bourgecis help to swell its
numbers.

And this reserve army, or unemploved
army, hecomes 1n tREN & DECessary eom-
ditionr of capitalist development. Capi-
talist productivn develops mmevenly, with
periods or eyeles or cxpansion (“pros-
perit\'”) and contraction {“depression™
or “ecrisis™}, spreading out and contraect-
ing now in one place, now in another,
now in this industry, now in that. The
industrial reserve ax"my. must be present
at all times to £f1l1 in the gaps. In tinles
of ecrisis the reserve army greatly in-
ereases. In times of “prosperity” it is
partly absorbed. At all thmes [t serves
to excrt pressurc on the emploved to
warsen their conditions.

“In previous periods of Laplt.a.hsm thL
actual mumber of woerkers was inereasing
in spite of the proeess of throwing work-
ers put of the factories. Markets were
then expanding, thus affording a safety
valve for the growing production forees.
Todav the acrtual numbers of workers in
industry in Awerica is beginning to de-
erease notwithstanding increased pro-
duction. - Furthermore, the limit of
markets has been reached-—thus the con-
tradietions today are reaching the ex-
point. .

With an errvoneous and mniuauj eeo-
¢mic basis, we expect further errors
when_ Browder enters the pelitical and
tacticzl fields. And our expectutions are
fully justified.

On page 20 we find the following state-
ment:  “And eapitalism can only be
abolished by the working class, organiz-
ing its power in strong, fighiing trade
unions, under the leadership of the Com-
munist Parly, and overthrowing the
state power of the capitalist class to re-
place it with a workers’ povernment-=
the dictatorship of the proletariat, the
ruele of the propertyless people.” Twa
major crrgrs must be peinted out here.
First, the statement that only by organ-
izing its power in strong, fighting trade
unions, under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party, can the workets overthrow
capitalisnl.  Were this statement trug,
what about countries where the fascisi
rale of capitalism smashes all trade
union organization in the period heforc
the seizure of power? - What about cole-
nial countries with an overwhelming ma-
jority of peasant population, where the
trade unions cannot be otherwise than
stnall and weak? Must these couniries
abandon ‘all hope of revelution? And
dues Earl Browder imagine thai the Rus-
sian  workers Dbefore 1917 had such
“strong, fighting trade unions?” It iz a
well-known fact that the Russian unions
could exist only ‘illegally, on a small,
sealtered basis. But Browder will not
deny that the Russian workers nevertlie-
lezzs managed to overthrow the Czarist
state and replace it with a workcre amd
farmers government.

The fact is that the revolutionary
struggle develeps upon many different
froents prier to the seizure of power, and
the trade union struggle is one of n'mny
impertant phases of struggle.  This
Comrade Lenin in his struggle agamst
the economists many times pointed out.

Witness the following paragraph (Whet
I3 Ta Be Done, by V. 1. Lenin—
Iskra Period,” Beek II, p. 140.):

“fz §¢ trae, thui, fn genevul, the ccon-
prtic sivitggle is the most widely apple-
cihle metheod of drawing the masses into
the political strugyle? Jt iz ebsolutely
wntrue, Al and sundry menifestofions
of police fyranny and auiocrdiic outrage,
g addition to the evils conmected with
the economic straggle, are equally widely
applicable as o meatis of dircwtng in the
wgses.  The tyranny ef the Zomstes
chivfs, the flugging of the peasantry, the
corription of the officials, the conduel
of e police iowaerds the common poople
in the eities, the fight agafust the fom-
e-stricken und the suppression of the
popular steiving tewards onlightenment
nnd Jenowledge, the ectortion of taxes,
the werseeution of {he veligious sects,
the gevere diseipline in the army, the
militurist conduct towards the students
and the liberal dnteflfigentsic—all these
and ¢ thousand other sémilar manifeste-
tiomy of tyrawwy, the not direectly con-
meeted with the ccomomie slruggle, do
Phey, in general, vepresent a less widely
appiicuble method and subjoct for politi-
cal agitation aud for drawing the mosses
inte the politiecl struggle? The vesy
opposite is the case. . .7

Applyving this analysis and the prin-
‘eiples contained in it to Awnerican condi-
tions, Browder might have mentioned the
oppression of the Negroes, the distress
af the farmers, the discriinination
against the foreign born, unemployment,
the discontent in the army, the high cost
of living, as some of many conditions
an ihe basis of which revolutionary
strugple may be developed, and one of
which may even beconie, at the proper
moument, under the leadership of the
Communist Party, the fulerum of revolt
which may be used for the seizure of
power.

In his deseription of the economic
achieveinents of the workers in the So-
viet Unien (page 21) Browder breathes
o hinl as te Aww these achievemeuts
were brought albout, namely by central-
jzed gomtrol wf production by the work-
ers’ state, in distinction ro the anarchy
of production in ecapitalist soeiety.

Nor dees he breathe a lhint zs to the
dunger of armed atrack against the Sa-
vier Union, at a time when such danger
has become very pressipe. Furthermore,
the danger of an approaching imperialist
war in general js mentioned by him only
in the most casual way {in connection
with Hoover's unemplovinent eonference,
page 19). It k2 not given the least em-
phasis ner the least explanation. Wez
Browdor writing a heok on the war dan-
ger I suppose he would discuss the wur
datiger. This being a book on unemploy-
ment he evidently feels he pust condine
himself te anemployment. But to a Marx-
ian subjects z21e ol hcadt*mir.dl]\' seTa-
rate like the course of a Kansas City law
coTrespondence coutrse.  Especially n a
pamphlet on wnomplovment should one
diseuss the war danger—not nerely le-
causze it Iy an wrgent subject 1oday bt
because the same contradietions of capi-
talist society whielh produece wnemploy-
ment are urging towards war. Browder
speaks of the struggle for markets, but
he has no word for the minace of world
war with which this strupggle is preg-
nant.

We cotnne now to the final paint. Speak-
ing of his thirtesnth demand for the un-
emploved, namely recoprnition of the So-
viet Union, Browder savs: (pgz. 24.)
“This 15 a central political demand of
the working class, and would zlso alle-
viate unemplovment thro 1he develop-
ment of increused volume of tragde, which
the Soviet TInfon would place in the T
8. if normal relatiens were established.”

Let us first clarify his economic base.
Eeonomically speoaking he must nean
cither of  two things either the U. 8. iz
to produce conmmodities neoeded for trade
with the Soviet Unien if the laiter be
ecagnized, or elze it is to dispose of the
accumnlated comnnodities already . pro-
duced. In the latter case, employment
could only be furnished to workers cin-
pleved in shipping, a mere drop in the
bucket of the total unemployed. And if
ke means new production, then he.is lock-
ing to the causé of the sickness to cure it
Sinee over produection is at the root of
thé present ¢risis, then more production
can only ageravate the corisis. The as-
tonishing thing is that Browder himself
in ihis very pamphlet poims ont (pg.
15-16) that Hoover’s recenunendation of

' (Continued vn page 16)
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UNEMPLOYMENT AND
VULGAR “MARXISM” -

{Continued from page 123

a “new drive for foreign markets” to
relieve unemployment would “simply in-
erease the folees which have produced
the crisis.” . and on ihbe heels of this
Browder makes the very same recaln-
mendation fur the very same reason, Be
might have said: “Trade with the Soviet
Tnion is néeded by the Soviet Union
jteelf in order to build up iis economy.
And that building wp the Soviet Union
means striking a blow at eapitalism and
strengthening the workers' eause thruout
the world.” But no, he does not say thix,
he says that the reason for demanding
vecognition is that inereased trade will
alleviate upetnplovment. :

‘Buch a position supposes, ferthermore,
that uncmployment ean be received within
the confines of the capitaist system.
Again Browder falls inte the reformist
positioh of attacking the- partial mani-
festation, not ~capitalism ijtself, And
again in this passage, we must peint out,
that not a word i said about the attacks
against the Soviet Unicn, not a word for
the defense of the Soviet Union against
imperialist war. But no wonder, since
Brovwder considers the “normal” rela-
tionship to be that of recognition, with
Hocialist and capitalist countries existing
peacefully side by side. He =cems to see
not at all the bitter, irreconcilable con-
flict which ultimately must tear the
world in two. .

In conelusion we ean only say that this
pamphlet is written by one of the fore-
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most “leaders” of the C.P.U.8B.A. and
that it has evoked no crilicisin either
from other laaders of the Party nor from
gireles higher up: We can only appeal
to the Party membership to jnvestigate
further into the situation in the Party
and the Comintern-which permits this
swamp of opportunism to exisl unchal-
Jenged, and this ignerance to.pass for
leadership.





