ONE YEAR AFTER

The Gastonia Trial

By VERA BUCH

Comrade Vera Puch, the author of this eritfeal vetrospeet of the Gastonin Triel
one yer after, is one of the original defendants in the trinl, She 1z net yel o
member of the O, P, Majority Group but s in opposition to the fulse line of the
Party frum o viewpoint generally like ours. The secondary guestions in the eboave
article in which Cemrade Buch differs from our vicwpoint will be evidenl fo every
reader of REVOLUTIONARY AGE. — Editorfal Committee,

With aopeal of the Gastonia case now
being heard, predictions are rife as to
an unfavorable outecome. The prison
walls are casting their shadows already
over seven voung men of the working-
clase. Was evervthing done to save these
boys from convietjon, in ihe first place?
What is move, was the case condueted
jn a revolutiomary manier, that is, was
the widespread interest in the case used
to acquaint as many people as passible
with the real oppressive mature of the
government under which they live and
te move the workingclass further to-
wards a revelutionary path?

Today the “leaders” of the Commnmnist
Party who were responsible for the
methods of conducting the Gastonla easc
are carrving out on all sides policies of
yeclless adventurism. In the name of the
“third period” real erimes against the
workingclass are being eommitted. That
the conduct of the Gastonia case was
such z crime we do not wish hastily to
declare. e would be a poor revolution-
ist who would not consider the tremend-
ous povwer lined up against the workers
in such an affair as the sheoting of a
chief of police. The bourgeesie will go
to any length whatever to defend its
own. But on the uther hand, the work-
ers are not always Toredoomed to defeat
even in the face of the most c¢rushing
lepal oppesition. The workers too have
weapons which if correctly used, may
be ahle somieiitnes to prevail

“Red” Publicty-Liberal Policies

The Party publicity on the Gastonia
case was of the most lurid nature. Noth-
ing could have been more “red” than the
Daily Worker on Gastonia last summer
and fail, But in aciual fact, pacifist 1ib-
eral policies werc inh contrel,

Let us first copsider the central slo-
gans of the case. There was a differcnce
of opinjun among the Communist groups.
The Trotsky-Cannon group and also the
C-P Majority Group claimed that the
slopan of “Smash the Frame-up!"” should
be the chief slogan. The Communist
Party also had this slogan at first. La-
ter the frame-up slogan was dropped en-
tirely and the main slogan becume the
gne put forth by Wm. F. Dunne: “Le-
fend the right to self-defense!”

The argument was that “frame-up”
was an out-of-date slogan belonging to
the period of A. F. of L. struggles
Furthermore, that in the Gastonia case
there was no frame-up, the workers ac-
tually did shoot and kill the chief of
police. It was a suicidal slogan as far
as the trial was concerned, and the
reckless use made of it before the trial
seriously endangered our.lives—as for
example, when Dunne came diunk into
pur cell one day last summer and de-
clared in a lowd tho thick velee, that
his only regret was that there had not
been more Communist organizers with
guns in their hands on Jume 7! (whieh,
by the way, has now become “Alay 9 to
be precise!” —See Dunee’s artiele in the
Daily Worker of April 12) 7

Rememhber that the charges were mur-
der and conspiraey to murdér. Also that
the proscecution had no direct evidence
as to whose shot killed Aderholt and
only the flimsiest proof of conspiraes.
Yet in thesc circumstances with the elee-
tric chair threatening sixeeen, the Gas-
tonia Labor Defender actually declared
that it “did not deny™ that the union
guard had killed Aderholt and—"“defend-
jng the right to zelf-defence”—that they
had the right to Wil

Thizs slogan could not mobilize the
widest sections of the population or even
of the working class. But by that time
the “third period”™ had hit the Commun-
ist Party in the form of a brainstorm
so that it had becoine the order of the
day to make-believe that the whoele work-
ing class was on the verge of an armed
struggle for power. This being the
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¢ase, natarally, the working elass wonld
veadily support southern workers on
trial for an armed clash with lacal po-
lice.

Stripped of all its wild, exapgeraled
dressings, the slogun of “self-defence”
amounts only to this, that any citizen
has the legal right to shoot an intruder
into his home. But any liberal will go
to great Jengths to uphold this right.
Thus it was sinply plain Vheralisn that
Rill Dunne and Co. were defending!

Tn all the hysterieal hullabaloo about
gung, the main issue was lost sight of.
The majn slogan should have been “De-
ford the right of workers fo organize
and to strike!” This, with the basis of
the awful conditivns of the Seuthern tex-
tile workers and their valiant resiglahce
against captalist ratiopalization com-
bined with the worsening of workers con-
ditjunie everywhere and their increased
will to struggle, would have made the
broadest appeal.  The slogan  “Build
Warkers Defence Corps!” was in order

for the southern workers whose every

offort 1o organize is met with armed fas-
cist hands. The frameup slogan should
have been retained. There were enough
elements of franmweup in the case to war-
yant its use, The slogan of frame-up
however should always be a secondary
one. It is a narrow slogan emphasizing
only the legal machinery of the state,
rather than the evetyday oppression of
capitalistn which hits all the workers.
Ilence it i= rveally not much better as a
principal slogan than the Party slogan
“Ilefemd the right of self-defence!™

These correct slogans werc advocated
by Comrade Weisbord before he was
driven out of the South and his advo-
cacy of them was made part of the vi-
cious frame-up under which he was fi-
nally expelled from the party.

Several jmportant questions are
raised here which ean only be mentioned
in 1his article, as for example whether
it wasz correct lo maintain the loray
strike as long as we did, with only a
handful of workers outside, whether we
should have Lkept an armed guard un-
der thesc circumstances, also as to whe-
ther the formation of armed guards of
workers and armed clashes with fhe po-
lice are in order in all parts of the
eountry today. :

“Qnly Communists Can Defend
Communists™

Proclaiming a period of “sharp work-
ing ¢lass offensives™ to be at hand, the
Communist  Party leadership Thave
thrown the policy of the united front of
the workers and their sympathizers
against the capitalists to the winds.
There was not even the realization, ap-
parently, that the sympathy of various
strata of the population both nationally
and loeally for the Gastonia caze, should
have heen mobilized, FEven in North
Carolina, the whole population outside
of the mill workers was not a frenzied
faseist mob thirsting for the blood of
the defendants. ©On the contrary, there
was ueh sympathy both latent and ae-
tive. Had defence conferences been or-
ganized, the farmers’ jury sitting in
judgement over pur boys might have had
a different story to tell. Many profes-
gional people, and middle class elements,
top, would have rallied. But as it was
even such sympathetie liberals whe did
come offering help were openly rebuffed
or oggled at suspiciously as "spiss’. As
for the Negro masses, znll the hollow
bozsting of the Dmily Worked about
“hlack and white fighting shoulder to
shoulder” cannot alter the fact that ne
attempt to reach them was made. The
inclusion of Negroes in the Labor Jury
was a good gesture, coming late, but
moere gestures do not win the masses. On
this basis it was no wonder that the mo-
bilization of-support was not on the.wid-

est but instead on the narrowest possi-
ble scale.

“Don’t Irritate the Prosecution!”

All thought of rallving the other stra-
ta of the population having been cast
aside by the Party officialdom ohe might
cxpeet thal at least the working class
would have been mobilized to exert the
powerful pressure of mass demwenstra-
iions and strikes.  “Only the mass ac-
tign of the working class can save the
Gastonia defendants.” -How many times
there wordz wore bandied about In press
articles, leaflols, speechies! As a matter
of fact the working elass demonstrations
were very weak thruout the country. In
the seene of action, Gastonia and Char-
lotte, they were abandoned eompletely.
A demanstration and parade in Gasto-
nia at the opening of the trial was dis-
cussed and rejecied. The tawvers were
opposed to it. Tt would “irritate "the
prosecution,” would arouse cur engiies.

The workers themselves, of their vwn
jnitiative, thronged the court house that
day, and spontanecusly gave an npres-
gve demonstration of solidarity, which
if organized, contd have been multiplied
one hundred fold. There was nover a
demonstration held in Charlette during
all the weeks of the trials there.
suggestions of 2 mass protest strike were
sneeyingly turned down, The convie-
tion was allowed to pass by without a
sign to express the bitter disappointiment
and rage of the waorkers of the whaole
torritory. The working class wasz obliged
to take this blow lving down, And sinee
the convigtion agitation has been prac-
iically dropped.  Are we relying upon a
Georgia . 8. Senator to win the ap-
peal?

Thus while the Daily Worker painted
highly colored pictures of stark class
batties, in fact there went on on all
sides a guiet ecapitulation to liberallsm—
“This mus! not be a propaganda trial’

This was-true of the trial iself as well
gz of the agitation accompanying it
A trial of Communizts must be lought
hitterly every step -of the way not only
with a view of freeing the defendants
but with a view of bringing ferth in the
most powerfol way the ferrible oppres-
mion against which the workers have rc-
bhelled.

But here, since the right of “self-de-
fenee” had beooome paramount, and sinece
lawsers, not Communists were allowed
to control the trial, testimony on techni-
cal points tended fo predominate.  The
defanee showed very little cleverness in
evading the court’s orders against pro-
paganda.  With the ears of the whole
country turned towards that eocurt room
in Charlotte, there was no statement
made there as to the aims for which
the Communist organizers were strug-
gling. Perhaps this was due to lack of
trust in the defendants’ ability to ex-
plain their ideals, for ithe only attewpt
the Party made was fo try to get the
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State to put Bill Dunne on the stand
as an “expert” on Communism! Some
testimony on the work of the Pioneers
was the nearcst appreach to such a
statement of ldeals by any defendant.

Wor was much brought cut of the
awful conditions of the southern mill
workers—the very hasis of all this tre-
mendous struggle.  Such facts as the
workers did manage to give on the stand
regarding their miserable wages, their
overwork, their bavonetting and club-
hing appeared to come as a resuli of
their own ingenuity rather than of direc-
tion frem deferce counsel.

Other minor crrors were made. The
Gasionia trial was a golden opportunity
{or the working class but it was an ap-
portunity iost.

Demoralization

The Gastonia case occurred at a time
of crisis of leadership in the Communist
movement. We who did the work in the
field had to go upon the firing line with
ihe general stafl in a state of protracted
domoralization at the center. The chaos
and strife in the Party leadership show-
ed itself in really criminal neglect and
toving with & situetion dangerous to the
lives of the organizers. If was a real
erime to have removed Comrade Wels-
hord, for factional reasuns from the
Tield where he had gone at once after
ithe shooting. It was a crine to have per-
mitted “President’ Teid to flee io
Rhode Izland io *lock after his real es-
jate property.” (Elen Dawson was re-
called for a trial at the same time). It
was a erime te have sent no union rep-
regentative to replace these comrades
{rom June 10 to the middle of July,
with the trial coming off July 29!
(Frenzied talk  about “mobilize the
waorkers” went on apace meanwhiled,
It was a erime to leave the L L. Il woerk
in the hands of one so notedly dilettante
as Juliet Stuart Povntz, with the result
that the real preparation of the case
was left till the eleventh hour.

But worst of all -was the political
crime, the failure of the Communist
Party to appear in this most important
situation. The Farty was buried under
the towering weight of other organiza-
tions. Two tiny little meetings in Char-
lotte were all that could he found of it,
and even these Dunne carried out only
under pressure from other comrades in
the field. No wonder that no Commun-
ist elogans were Introdueced, no wonder
that today the Party membership in the
South is nil

What is needed now for the Party
members as a whole is to prick the airy
bubkle of “Southern achievements” and
to make a real appraiszal of the situation.
This will be for them a sicp towards de-
manding what the movement needs so
much—Communist leadership.

AFTER THE RUTGERS SQUARE DEMONSTRATION
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