The Position of

Comr. WWoeisbord

We. begin publication of the wmost fmportunt sectivns of the decleration reod
by Comvade Welsbord at the July Conference of the CP-Mejority Group. It {s
hardly necessary to point out to anyone ccguinted with the viewpoiut of the CP-
Majority Gyowp that the vicws in Comrade Weishord's statemont wre widely Jdiffer-
ent from our vicws. In the next insie—along with ihe conchusion of Comrade Weis-
bord’s declaration—ice will publish o briey examiuvation of Comrade Weishord's
epinions feom the vienwpoint of the interiabioned Commynist Opposition morement,

4, With the world war and the rev-
olutionary wave that followed n iis
wake, the epech of imperialisin entercd
a new stage qualitatively different from
the one existing before (from 1000 to
1914). Distinctive of this new stape
are the following: {a) the prolefarian
revolution is victorious in the U.8.5.IL;
(b) post-war. capitalism, with all. JT.E>
faree, can not get back to pre-war stal-
ility. The decline of capitalism ean not
he _stopped All the attempts at “stab-
ilization” become desperate efforts mere-
ly to slacken the tempo of the interna-
tional revolution. This can be seen hy
the fact that, during this titne, while
some revelutionary situations are ligui-
dated and new omes constantly and re-
peatedly arise; eoncuvkently a whele host
of other situations begin to take on a
revolulionary character. (Germany 1923,
Bulgaria 1924, Esthonia 13824, China
1925-27, England 1926, Austria 1828,
India, China, Indo-China 1930, besides
-Mexice, 1“x.lr:zarag“ua\, Haiti, Porto R!co,
Finland, ete.)

Before the war, ncither revolutionary
gituations nor actual revelutions could
bave been created by the activity of the
socialist, ‘revolutionary parties thruout
the world.: No matter how well or tire-
lessly these parties worked .the bour-
gevisie was too strong, the level of ac-
tivity” of the masscs, generally speak-
ing, teo low, to eause a given situation
to hecome-a revolntionary' ono.  Basie-
ally, these revolutiohary situations had
to develop by -themsclves from the ob-
Jjective contradietions arising in eapital-
ist -society. When, during and after the
war, these objective contradictions did
cause revolutionary situations to arise,
by that time the subjective factor had
become so powerful as to ba able to ma-

ture such revolutionary sitwvalions, in a
nutnber of countries,.-inte aclual revo-
lntions. Tadey imyperialism has lhecome
so ‘mueh weaker, today, zo cloze iz the
situation in 4 munber of countiies to a
revolationary one, that il is possible for
an international Communist movement,
TROVIDED IT HAS A LENINST FPOL-

ICY, and especinlly now when it can-

trols a state backed by 150,000,000 work-

ers and peasants, to develop situations

otherwise still ton-revalutionary: into
revelutionary  situations in DIFTER-
ENT countries at DIFFERENT times.
This does not mean that a Cl can “or-
der” a reveluijopary situation in ANY
country at any time. I1 §s 2 faer to-
dav, -witlh 1the corrvect policy, it is far
easfer In many countries to disintegrate
the capitalist armies, to ruin the pres-
tige of the ruling classes, to cxpose the

_petty bourgeoisie, and to activize the

maazes to an extr amdman' degree, than
befm‘c

Eveix worker knows that under some
conditions, the activity, of a Conmmunist

cgroup can “develop” a strike situation,

where without this Communist growop,
no sueh situation would have heen “de-
veloped”.  Today the Communist Party
(under some clreumstanecs and with a
Leninist policy) can be the deeizive force
both in stimulating: the exploited and
oppressed masses with the undersiand-
ing of the impossibility of living in the
old way and in helping to make the rul-
ing ‘class unable to govern zs of old
Sines the war the old power and might
of the-ruling classes have been irretriev-
ably hroken.” Further the experiences
of 1218-1923 weirh mishtily on the mem-
ory .of the masses—the ruling classes in

many eouniries were unable to govern

onee hefore.  Finally, the Soviet Union

ir

Hﬁd Izzf 1]4«:22% Errarj

with its tl‘l*l‘n&l‘dou‘% ceoncmie and polm-
cal weight “will ‘be able o throw this
weight at times =0 as to help break the
ceomomic and pelitical power of differ-
ent zections of the international. bour-
zepisie at eritieal moments.

Therefore it is clear that very.often,
the activity of revolutionary organizu-

tions, if they cstimate the econemic and

socig-politieal situation covrectdy and
base {hejr strategry, and tacties accord-
ingly if they are rooted among the mass-
ez and have their support,.ean . be the
very decisive Tactor (a)_in developing
feereaiing™) a revolutionary  situatlon
where none existed hefore and (b) In

maturing a revolationary c;1‘c'|:1:3t1c:m to :
~ infernational “revelution is rising-(that

an” actual successTul revolution:

5. What must be the cornerstone of
Comnunist inlernational sirategy is the
recognition of this qualitative change in
imperialism.  Today it is possible to

have “sudden” changes to revolutionary

gitzations, “sudden” rvevolutiohs. ~ To-
day there has heen raised-to hithertio

unheard degree the decisive Importance

of revolutionaty orpanizationz, fivst as
factors maluring (Yereating™) rovolu-
tionary sitvations and second; as factors
changing revolutionary situsiions to ac-
tual vevolutions {insurrections).

The fatal error in the Communist
“Majority Group”  (Lovesione} js that
it fails to sce this fundamenial feature
of the present stage, and to make this
feature an integral part of any Ameri-
can unalysis.

The fatal error of the €I and its UL
8. “leadership,” iz that it caricatures and
distorts ihis basic eonception, not under-
standihg it and indeed transforming it
into"a- theory fustifving putchism, inak-
ing of the parlty a sect more and more
jsolated Trom the masses, mere and more
etifled by an absolutely sterile buroerat-
ic machine. The official C. P. “leaders™
in the United States fail to see that an
insurrection can come only after the de-
velopment of u revolutionary situation
and fail to understand that to develop

this revolutiohary situation one must fol--

low a Leninist line of mass work, united
front, work in reacticanry unigns, pro-

i‘uund ecanonnc andlysm, the understand-
ing of the true retationship of American
to international capitalist soclety, and
the peculiaritics of capitalist America;
and that an end must be put to guess-
work, phrase-mongering, to the fakery
and lyving in the leadership, to the theory
of “fascism™ ~und - “social-fascism™ to
the buroeracy and viclence, to the Trot-
sky. deportations and.Bloomkin murders,
an end to the theory_ of Soclalizm in one
country, to-Anglo-Russian. Trade Union
Committee aﬁalrs, and Chmng h‘al-thek
maoergers, etes -

ST Beeondly; an: analysas of the- pres—
ent situation shows. that the contradie-
tions are sharpening and the tempo of

is, the “partial and temporary stabiliza-
ticn” of capitalism is' becoming weaker
than before). The original position of
the Communist “Majority Group” is

‘here -tuo instfund; .while on- the other

hand, the very putchist distortion of this

by .the official Party leadership. tends to

hinder the process of the cracking of.
“stabilization™ now taking place and -to -
weaken the. revolutionary forces. TFar

fram stimulating- the masses;, the false

policy of the CI actually acts as a brake

on the masses,

SECTION B

8. The situation in Ameriea exposes
in an even clearer light the errors of
the different Comimunist groups.- On the.
other hand, the “Majority” Group mere-
Iy gees in fact “decp diseontent”. With
the “Majority Group” the present econ-
omie crigis iz IN ESSENCE a mers
cyelical ene, and the dogmatie state-
ment is made, wiu ne apprecietion of
its rashnress, that not only will Ameri-
can capitalism weather the present econ-
omie storm, but that it will rise to new
peaks only to fzll to new lows.

The true situation is that with the
qualitative changes of post war imperial-
jsm, with the weakening of world “stab-
ilization”, with-the sharpening of the in-
ner and outer contradictions of Ameri-

-ean -captalism, there can be no “mere

eyclical erisis®, no- “mere discontent”
(Continued on Page 14)



WEISBORD STATEMENT

(Contivued from page V)

but what we have fo reckon with is 2
tensenoss of relationships, a restiveness
of the masses which can enable a Com-
munist Party WITH TIHIE CORERECT
FOLICY to lead masses inio such ac-
tivity as to radicalize the masses. There
i5 great POT Lo . o ITY NOT ACTU-
ALITY of massez beeoming radiealized
generally and relatively guickly. But
the foolish policy of the Puriy only
drives the masses further sway from
radicalization.

o, Tha degmatic statements 1. That
American ecapitalism wilt weather the
present economic storm and 2. That it
will rise t¢ new peaks, utterly fails to
take inte secount the internativnal git-
uation. It mav be, that due, abeve all to
the eriminal policies of the- CI, this
eventuality may OCCUR, Jmt it is im-
possible to staie o now as the sole so-
lution. The “Majority Group™ fails in
REALITY to see that the ceconomic erisis
in the United States means economic
crises in many countries (for this group
does not make such a wview a VITAL
part of jts living work in Ameriea);
that in some of ihese countries such a
erisis if prolonged will Jead to a real
revolutionary situation, that z revelution
breaking out in-Eurape may nat only
deepen the Ameriean crisis but will ush-
er in & aew and higher stage of the
waorld revolution. In such an alterna-
tive (or a nwmber of shnilar aiternatives
whicH result in the ushering of a world
erizig) impossible? Quite the contrary!
For commmunists, the whole perspective
for the Unired States mmst constantly
and intimately be permeated with this
view. '

(Coneludede in the next issue)
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