TOWARD FREEDOM

How to Defetd FEPC

‘The best defense of PEPC is an
offensive against the wreckers who
would destroy its valuable wwrtime
service to the nation.

Let labor and the Negro people
hasten to the
support of PEPC
in the present
crisis. But Jet
them do more.
Let them demand
legislative action
for a permanant
FEPC — through
passage of H.R.
1732,

The reactionary
Smith Canmit-
tee's smear ‘nvestigation” of FEPC
is—and is intended to be—an at-
tack upon the prugressive policies
of the Roosevelt A tration, an

te and pr Aacr
m employment because of race,
color, creed, nlmm. nnuonnl en-
gin, or 1
providing goods or m for any
agency of the Federal Government.
‘The bill not only “prohibits” such
discr It q that

By Doxey Wilkerson

It 18 well for patriotic Americans
to appreciste fully the tremendous
stakes at issue in the current at-
tacks upon PEPC. President Romme-
velt’s creation and ocontinued sup-
port of this federasl agency is un-
paralleled by any action of a Chief
Executive sinte Lincoln. Although

jately concerved with aasur-

every Pederal tract lnde car-
tain aspecified “felr employment
practices provisions.” It sets stiff
penalties for violations. 4nd it

(ng democratic wartime employment
rights for Negro and other minority
peoples, P!:Pc poses fimvues of

vests PEPC with | tig: y au-
thority similar to that of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board, and
with effective powers of enforce-
ment. -
Discharge Petition No. 18  has
been flled to dislodge HR. 17332
from the House Judiclary Commit-
tee. It has already guined quite a

attempt to block the growing trend

rd  equal ployment oppor-
tunities for the Negro people, and
a direct blow at the war effort. The
flaunting of PEPC’s directive in the
southern rallroads case has much
the same effect.

Both are serious threats to the
wartime interests of the country.
~They must be met through vigorous
counter-offensive by the progres-
sive forces of the nation. Con-
gressman Vito Marcantonio's pro-
pased ‘Pair Employment Practices
Act” is a sound and attainable ob-
jective around which the demo-
cratic win - the- war coslition can
rally.

HR. 1732 declares it to be “the
policy of the United States to re-

ber of es. With a vig-
orous and unified campaign by
labor and the Negro people, this bifl
can be brought to the floor of the

House and passed.
But let there be l.-hy in the
4 for a per PEPC.

HR. 1732 is a good bill around
which the entire win-the-war camp
should now rally. Let thers be no
division within the ranks of the
progreasives through the propuaal
of “rival” bills.

House paasage of the Anti-Poll
Tax Bill was once jeopardized
through petty conflicts by groups
eager to press their “owh” separate
bills. Keep the campaign for a
permangnt FEPC free from this
menace. Let none “pull a Baldwin®
on HR. 1732.

-~ fund: and cont! im-

portance tur the nation as a whole.

At a time when maximum war
production is imperative to support
the coming Anglo-American inva-
sion of Western Europe, a strong
and effective FEPC is absolutely
necensary to clear away traditianal

discriminats which
no- neriaunly impede the war ef-
tort.

At a Ums when the firm unity
of organised labor, the Negro peo-
ple, and all other patriotic Amer-
Ium i3 an urgent necemity to im-

t the d atic perspe
of Tehran, to rout the defpatists
and win a people's victory and a
peoplé’s peace, PEPC stands as a
vital point around which to
weld dem tic coalition unity.

Let labor and the MNegro people
move quickly to the defense of
PEPC in its present criais. Let them
move also to the offensive—in “uni-
fled support of Discharge Petition
No. 18, for passage of HR. 1732.
Opon this lssue the lives of our
fighting men abroad and defeat of
our pro-fascists here at home
targely depend.




