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Omnibus to the Open Shop 
'l'1HE bill introduced in the Senate by Senators Ball, Hatch 
.I. and Burton, o tensibly to "promote peaee in industry," 
is simply a mea ure to hamstring labor and promote the 
open shop. It is an omnibus of th numerous proposals to 
cripple or nullify the Wagner Labor Relations Act which 
have been unsuccessfully advanced for a decade. 

The very fact that the bill is sponsored by men who 
have enjoyed a somewhat liberal reputation, makes it 
especially dangerous. The flowery expressions of the spon­
sors on their noble intent- should be discounted as empty 
talk or window-dressing. The real object of the bill is 
better expres ed in the chorus of approval from labor's 
foes and the opposition to it from the labor movement. 

The bill is not a measure to promote peace in industry. 
It is an invitation to strife, for its essence is the reducing 
of labor's strength, and the shackling of unions. Its enact­
ment would reverse the entire program of labor legislation 

� passed under Roosevelt and as ociated '.With the name of 
Sen. Wagner. 
Reactionary "Solution" 

The workers will be especially suspicious of the new 
bill because of. the claim of its sponsors that it is neces­
sary for reconversion. It amounts to serving notice upon 
the country that shackling labor and weakening the labor 
movement i a {>rerequisite to reconversion. It renounces 
preservation of purchasiQg power through higher wage 
ceilings, higher wage minimums, higher unemployment 
insurance benefits, and passage of the Murray Full Em-

. ployment Bill establishing the principle that the govern­
ment is responsible for job security. The bill is also in­
tended to divert the attention of the workers from the 
fight for a real full employment program. 

The new bill also reverses the entire system of 
legislation and laws fought out under the Wagner Act 

, which are based on the plain fact that industry has a 
tremendous advantage over labor and that unions, .there­
fore, need legal protection. Under the guise of "equaliz­
ing'' labor and management, the new· bill would restore 
the supreme power that employers had over workers in 
pre-Roosevelt days. 

The bill imposes compulsory arbitration in practically 
all basic industries. Even where the right to strike is stjll 
formally retained, a long process of conciliation, mediation 
and investigation nulliti that right. The Railway Labor 

: '.Act, which is a model for the new bill, has proven itself 
1 as virtually a ban on strikes. Railroad workers once among 

the highess-paid, are now far behind other basic industries, 
as a result. 

The closed shop could be attained only if a union 
bad 75 pettent of the covq-ed workers. Government inter-

1 :vention in the internal affairs of unions is provided under 
; the pretext of looking out for democracy and "individual 
, rights" of workers. By inference the bill acquiesces in the 

Peglerite charge that all unions are racket dominated and 
are patterned on some of the unions in the Bill Hutcheson 
reactionary AFL machine. 
New I.ea• for Sweatshop 

1 • Many industries now under the Wagner Act, would
be.exempt from federal jurisdiction, under a narrow inter­
pretation of what constitutes "interstate commerce." All 
plants with fewer than 20 workers would exempt as well 
aa -11 so-called "cooperatives" in agriculture. The sweat­
ahop would get a new lease. 

This bill should not be taken•ligbtly. Behind it is an 
effort to isolate labor from other sections of the popula­

, tion and an attempt to build:.a coalition that would stretch 
. from "Pappy" CYDaniels to Sen. Ball. 

The labor movement must meet the challenge. It can 
only do sq unitedly. The bill embodies the entire program 

, of those who would try the same open shop and wqe cut­
ting drive that swept the country after the last war. It 
is intended to render labor u impotent u in the twenties. 

. AFL members .in particular, should now be able to 
see the harm that comes to all labor when men like Joe 

. Fay, James Bove, George Scalise, Willie Bioff and Geor�e 
: Browne, are identified with the "HoUle of Labor." They 

ahould be cleaned out wherever they are, otherwise labor 
will not be able to win the supPQrt of other people that 
it muat have to beat union-buatiq lerialation. 

Above all, the labor movement must ahow the people 
of America that stron� and free labor unions and their 
fla'ht for a hi�h purchasing power and a full employment 
economy, are in the intereet of the people u a whole. 
Luor lhould take the offensive in a drive ol preuure upon 
CAapw ·for a eomtruetive reconMraion Jal'Oll'aJII aad 

,de,trueti" liiluuree • the jrfp,of Slaatcn 
I • - ·- !_ ;,._. I. '.I:·

- Toward F,...dom -------------------------�-

• Race, Class and Social Security
THE organized Negro 

qoctors of Jackson, 
Mississippi, have just re­
minded us of an important 
truth which we tend too 
often to forget-that the Negro 
people are not an undifferenti­
ated ma.as, but are �ming in­
creasln&ly stratifled along clua 
lines; and, moreover, that every 
once in a while 
t be <assumed) y�••-==''l 
c l  a s s interests 

by DoxeyWiffc.enon-
jected to the same dominant 
caate-ute dJacrlmJnatlom from 
which the maaaea of Negroes 
suffer. 

Now, in terms of tbla aetttn,, 
juat look what it la that tbla or­
pptu.Uon of Negro phyaiclans 
denounces in auch barah terms. 

The Wagner - K�y • Dingell 
bill, now before Conp'eu, pro­
poses a much-needed and compre­
hen&lve extension of the aocla1 
security proeram whlcb the Amer­
ican _people lnitlally won throucb 
bard" atruntea about a decade 
ago. 

aWl they. themaelvea. 
eral government, thro 
ploye contrlbutlona of about t 
percent of income. matched bJ 
equal contrlbutlona from the 
ployer. 

These are the main nrw,..W­
of the Wagner-Kurra,-Dln,e.1111111 
which the Kla1ulppi },ledlcal aul 
Surflcal Aaaoclatlon rails, 
u a peril to the found& 
our IOCJety. 

No« T,.uJrilllf 
OJ Neva r-,,l• 

. 
,. 
.

of some well-to-
..,.,.., ,lie Bill It 11 obvioua that Ule8e 

do Negroes ott- " .are not thinkinl in tenna ar
en l e a d them P.rot1Wu • critical needa of the Negro peopw,, 
to betray the • 1. It provides for pre-paid per- of whom they are a part. Rat.ha'. 
interests of the aonal health 1nlurance to cover they are thlnkin& in tenna of 
great masses of ·the COlltl of medical care (not a interests (which they rnktalrmlJ 
the Negro peo- l)rosram of atat.e or 1'socla.JJzed" identify u their own) of the can 
pie. The Also· medicllle). of the American Med1cal AMCJC:la-

• dated N e g r o· , 2,. .u· provkles unemployment Uon to w)lom restrictive 
Press reports from Jacltaon, MJs- . and temporary dlaablijty insurance and absolute dom.lnatlclll of 
sisippi that: benefits of from $5 to $30 per profeaaion ls a real m&tter of 

''The MJulsslppi Medical and week up to 2e· weeks, and up to bualneaa." 
Surgical Aaaoclatlon, an organlza- a year for unemploym�nt it funds These Negro docton are _,_ 
tlon of Negro ·phyalclana, in a are avallable. • • 

laUnc themaelves from bnlad 

letter addressed to members of I. It llberalllea emting bene- progreaalve currenta of Amedcall 

the state's COJllI'eaaional delega- flta for retirement, survivors an<t llfe which alone can cuarudlle 

tlon last week, went 00 record u total dJaabWty inaurance, with &. the llber•tlon of the N 
be1nc unalterably •oppoeed to t,l\e minimum of Pl> and a maximum includfnr them8eJffs, from tile 

of $120 per month. aWl dominant Jlmcrowtam _. Wa,ner - Murray - Dlnfell bW, 
wblch would provide health in- '- It propoeea to credit $180 • aoclety, They are betnylnc 
surance for-all cltlsena. . • . wages under the aocla1 inaurance interest.a of the Negro people ... 

system for each month of mWtary the nation u a wbole for ''Pollowl.ng the lead of the service. they presume to be the int.enals American Kedlcal Allloeiatlon, �. n would extend the beneflta _ of their clau. Jl'ortunat.elJ. 
the Mlallaalppt docton stated they of the IOClal lnlurance IYltem to do not apealt for the were aaatnat the bill becauac:: approximately 15,000,000 peraons of "u�-clua" Near , nor nm (1) it wu out of harmony wlUt not coYered by emttnr leslllatlon for the majorltf or Ux.e In thdr 
the great American tradition of f i 
industry and thrift; <2> 'it 11 -including farmers and domes- own pro esa on. 

wholly SOclallstlc, Communlatlc tlca, wboie uclualon from the Most Ne,roea with better-
and would do more td lay the - present ayatem leave1 the bulk average incomes reuiae tbat thdr 

foundation for communlam in this of Negro workers unprotected. future la tied Inexorably 
country than all other efforts IS. It provida for a Natlon&l that of the Negro 1n&11e1, wbk:11. 

combined; . (S) it would destroy AdYiaorJ COUnctl with labor- in turn, la und up with tbat � 
interest in the practice of medi- manacement rellftleDtatlon. the muaes of all .Ant r m � 
c:lne; m it would 4rac the noble 7. It authorilea a ten-year, That la why most Necro dodla 
practice of medicine down to the '860.000.000 program• of fed� support the Wa,ner-llurra -Dllt­
qU4CJl}lre of petty politlca; (II) • �nta and !Dani for the conatruc- sell bW. That la why they and all& 

.puuae 0} the bill would be tbe tlon and u:J)Ulllkm of bolpltall other peU,-bouraeoll ._._ _.. 
)ltlatake or ages; and (I) 8oclal- and health ce4wra. ev� more readY to Jam.....,_ 

. 1ae4 medlclne 1a not the Nllll8'y. I. It JJrOPON9 to bance the u tbeJ wlD at tile Nepa r. I 
What we need 1a•not free medl- whole l)NllnUll. ln addition to Jta111 at Na4ha .. are�· 
cine but more phyalc1ana." direct aubaldy from ltate and fed- lhMaJ nlrll�th the 1aliar ... 

over, although tbeae cloctora enjoy progreulve for� nulaa la 
a ht,ber u-nna ltandard than the fllbttn, for lnc:reued freedla JIINwi"'" 

r • .,, 111&11ee of Necn,ea In their state, and security for all men. ,_ 
Get clearly in mind the 1eW111 

, from which U1il •�tement • w-..&L Repeati·
ng 

------emeries. 'lbeae cloctora are
•· atir- - Uflll 

rounded by apprommatelJ one , • 
• 

million of tile molt IOrely op- �co •• .&Df .............. ,.......... NtMPHha, ,.,. Yla-
preaeed and eq,lotted Jlecrc,ea In eat llleela Ill u artlele la &IN ....-.. (1-) ..... el .._ .... 

, America, ,net by another mDUon aagulDe, wldela .;..: To tlboae who han fou,bt and ....... tar 'Wblte MJamaipplana whclee J>lllht · 
la but UWe better. It 1a pnc1ee1y Jean to acbSeye our preiient decree of nctory Oftl'. fudlm tt 811111!9 . 
bere that the health ,and other IDODltroua and� unbelievable �t the� delDoeraall. .... 
--1..._DNdaoltbe .... tom�.andCO)Df�t.o,\lle,IDd,�_eWl�.a...ftl ... illl 
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