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— Toward Freedom

Race, Class and Social Secumy

HE organized Negro
doctors of Jackson,
Mississippi, have just re-
minded us of an important
truth which we tend too
often to forget—that the Negro
people are not an undifferenti-
ated mass, but are becoming in-
creasingly stratified along class
lines; and, moreover, that every
once in a while
the (assumed)
class interests
of some well-to-
do Negroes oft-
en lead them
to betray the
interests of the
great masses of
the Negro peo-
ple. The Asso-
-clated Negro
Press reports from Jackson, Mis-
sisippi that:
“The Mississippi Medical and
Surgical Association, an organiza-
tion of Negro physicians, in a

letter addressed to members of
the state’s congressional delega-
tion last week, went on record as
being unalterably ‘opposed to the
Wagner - Murray - Dingell bill,
which would provide health in-
surance for all citizens. .. .
‘“Following the lead of the
American Medical Association,
the Missiasippi doctors stated they
were against the bill because:
(1) it was out of harmony with
the great American tradition of
industry and thrift; (2) it is
wholly Socialistic, Communistic
and would do more to lay the
foundation for communism in this
country than all other efforts
combined; (3) it would. destroy
interest in the practice of medi-
cine; (4) it would drag the noble
practice of medicine down to the
qusgmire of petty politics; (5)
.passage o} the bill would be the
mistake of ages; and (6) Social-

- ized medicine is not the remedy.

What we need is“not free medi-
cine but more physicians.”

Mississippi
Today

Get clearly in mind the setting
from which this statement

emerges. These doctors are sur-
rounded by approximately one
million of the most sarely op-
preased and exploited Negroes in
,America, and by another miliion
white Mississippians whose plight
is but little better. It is precisely
here that the health :and other
social securily needa of the masses
‘of peoph are most acute. | Mores

jected to the same dominant
caste-like discrimimations from
which the masses of Negroes
suffer.

Now, in terms of this setting,
Just look what it is that this or-
ganization of Negro physicians
denounces in such harsh terms.

The Wagner - Murray « Dingell
bill, now before Cangress, pro-
poses a much-needed and compre-
hensive extension of the social
security program which the Amer-
ican ple initially won through
ha struggles about a decade
ago.

What the Bill
Provides

1. It provides for pre-paid per-
sonal health insurance to cover
the costs of medical care (not a
program of state or “socialized”
medicine). Y

2, 1t provides unemployment
and temporary disability insurance
benefits of from $5 to $30 per
week up to 26 weeks, and up to
a year for unemployment if funds
are avallable.

3. It liberalizes existing bene-
fits for retirement, survivors and
total disability insurance, with a
minimum of $20 and a maximum
of $120 per month, »

4. It proposes to credit $160
wages under the social insurance
system for each month of military
service.

5. It would extend the benefits
of the social insurancé system to
approximately 15,000,000 persons
Dot covered by existing legislation
—including farmers and domes-
tics, whose exclusion from the
present system leaves the bulk
of Negro workers unprotected.

6. It provides for a National
Advisory Coumcil - with labor-
management representation.

7. It authorizes a ten-year,
$950,000,000 program. of federal

.grants and loans for the construc-

tion and expansion of hospitals
and health centers.

8. It proposes to finance the
whole program, in addition to
direct subsidy from state and fed-
over, although these doctors enjoy
a higher living standard than the
masses of Negroes in their state,
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still they, themselves, are sub-
eral government, through em-
ploye contributions of about four
percent of income, matched by
equal contributions from the em-
ployer.

These are the main provisions
of the Wagner-Murray-Dingell bill
which the Misxissippi Medical and
Surgical Aasociation rails against

as a peril to the foundations of
our soclety.

Not Thinking -
Of Negro People *

It is obvious that these doctars
are not thinking in terms of the
critical needs of the Negro people,
of whom they are a part. Rather,
they are thinking in terms of the
interests (which they mistakenly
identify as their own) of the czars
of the American Medical Amocie-~
tion to whom restrictive sontral
and absolute domination of the
profession is a real matter of “big
business.”

These Negro: doctors are fso-
lating themselves from the braad
progressive currents of Amcrican
life which alone can guaramtee
the liberation of the Negro people,
including themselves, from the
still dominant Jimerowm of cur
society, They are betraying the

_interests of the Negro people amd

the nation as a whole for what
they presume to be the interests
of their class. Fortunately, they
do not speak for the.great bulk
of “upper-class” Negroés, nor even
for the majority of thoee in thefr
own profession.

Most Negroes with better-than-
average incomes realize that their
future is tied inexorsbly with
that of the Negro masses, which,
in turn, is Bbund up with that of
the masses of all Americans.
That is why most Negro doctors
support the Wagner-Murray-Dim-
gell bill. That is why they and most
other petty-bourgeols Negrues are
ever more ready to join bands—
as they will at the Negre Fresdom
Rally at Madison Square Gardem
Monday nigh th the labar and
progreaaive for. our nation &
fighting for increased fro<dam
and security for all men. M
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