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DurING THE PAsT sixteen years, ever
since the adoption of the “Resolution
on the Negro Question” in 1930,
American Marxists have interpreted
the Negro question as that of an
oppressed nation, pointing to the
attributes of “nationhood” being de-
veloped by the Negro people in the
Black Belt territory (%here in 1930
they constituted a slight majority
of the population), and to the “na-
tional minority” characteristics of the
Negro population outside the Black
\Bclt.
The immediate practical program

of the Communist Party throughout

this period called for vigorous strug-

gles against white chauvinism and all

forms of anti-Negro discrimination,

in both the North and South, for the

)ttainmcnt of full Negro democratic
rights. However, the theoretical pre-

mise that the Negro people in the

Black Belt constitute an oppressed

nation led the Party to posit, as the

necessary ultimate program for the

liberation of this Negro nation from

oppression, the establishment of its

right of self-determination. The sys-

tem of ideas associated with this view
was popularized through the slogan
“Self-Determination in the Black
Belt.”

Communist theoretical ~writings
and discussions on this question have
consistently implied or clearly ex-
pressed the view that the ultimate
destiny of the Negro people (ie,
“self-determination™) lies in some
separate form of statehood, with the
right cven to secede from the United
States. The 1930 Resolution, for ex-
ample, called for “establishment of
the state unity of the Black Belt,” for
bringing “together into one govern
mental unit all districts of the South
where the majority of the settled
population consists of Negroes.”

Thus, ultimately at least, the Black
Belt territory was to be organized
into a separate, atonomous govern-
mental unit, following which the
Negro majority in that area would
exercise its “right of self-determina-
tion”; that is, it would determine
whether to remain as an integral
part of, or to federate with, or to
secede from, the larger American

\Eation.

THE NEED FOR
BASIC RESEARCH

71t should be noted that “Sclf
Determination in the Black Belt”
has never been advanced by the
Communist Party as an immediate
program of action. As a general theo-
retical approach to the Negro ques
tion, however (except during the
period of Browder revisionism), this
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