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The Party Congressional Platform for 1918 
THE Left Wing holds it to be axiomntic that ~o­

cialists cannot be made except by teachmg 
Socialism. All that most non-Socialists ever 

see of Socialist doctrine is that which is contained 
in our "Socialist" pbtfonn, ollicial resumes of 
Socialist doctrine, aud interpretations of current is­
sues. It follows th:1t upon the n:!turc of our plat­
form depends very largely the type of our converts. 
A revolutionary platform will nol :1llr::d the bour­
geoisie, and a petit-bourgeoi~ pl:!lform II· ill never 
altr:~ct the milit;mt section of the working d:.ts:;. 

Now the 1018 Congres;.;ional l'l:;tform of the 
American Soci:dist P:orty j,.; the unadulterated ,,ork 
of its ''theoretician~," its "leader,;:' unh·:mpered by 
any sugge,tion from the rcmk an~l file. \Vritten 
without ,, conYenlio•t. ndopted 1uthout a relcren­
dum heralded bv the CongrC"'·ional c:mdid:ttes that 
ran ~n it for oAice, welco;m;d with f u !some praise 
by the petit-bourgeoi:' org:m,, "The Nation," "The 
Dial" and the '·New Hepublic," fathered and moth­
ered in the People's Hou3etmder the direction of two 
bureaus of "Socialist"' rese<1rch-surely this must 
be a model platform for a Socialist party. 

Before we examine its 57 planks, let us sum up 
the conditions out of which it grew and into which 
it was launched upon an expectant world. The plat­
form is dated 1918. We may presume that it writ­
ten in that year or the year previous. Internal evi­
dence proves that it was written after the Russian 
revolutions had taken place, including the prole­
tarian revolution. The program was launched in 
the midst of "a dying social order." ( p. :2}.) The 
Capitali~t system was totteriing. In Hussia, the 
proletariat had raised the standard of international 
revolution and called upon the workers of the world 
to unite around. it. The war could only end in a 
relapse into barbarism or a world reYolution. "Re­
construction" of the capitalist order was an im­
possibility. 

And the ]'JIB platform? "hat ..-1~1" could it be 
but a ~urnmon• to the pn.letariat to fulfill it~ hi,. 
to ric mi-~iun ·: l ha\ t· lookt>d in vain throuFh it• 
2-t J•a;:e' of "1CJ-point t~ pe for a ~in!! II" mention of 
Soci .. l!,m. The "ord does not <><:<ur once. The 
~~·irit of the cia-~ ~trugl!le--nav the n·ry word 
''das• Hruggle"' i" mi>~ing from it~ page-;. Sur· 
plu,: \alul"-·not a ~u~picion of it. Hi~toric mater­
ial i~m--the prngr11m n!"\er hec.rd of anv ~uch doc­
rine. Hi-toric mJteri.Jii-m. cia" ~tru!!~de. Furplu> 
value-are th~ not the thret- a•pecb the trinity, 
the union uf wl.ich i" the ~uciali~t movement. it~ 
airn. it' science, it~ tactic,': What el!ioe i~ there to 
Sot·t.:Ji,m'1 \\t>>1t i!' there of Sociali,.m in an~1hing 
else·: 

Marx severely criticised tll'e Gotha Program of 
1875 because it erroneously declared that labor is 
the source of all wealth instead of saying the source 
of all value. He could not criticise the 191:3 plat­
form. on that •core, because it does not hint that 
labor is the source of anything. 

STATE CAPITALISM. 

The Russian revolution was proving, the Paris 
Commune had proved in practise, what Marx and 
Engels had taught in theory-that the Bourgeois 
State must be captured and de;;troyed, that the Pro­
letarian State, the Dictatorship of the Proletariat 
must take its place-and that the proletarian state 
would die a natural death. 

The 1918 Platform assumes the eternity of the 
State-nay more, the eternity of the present, the 
bourgeois state. On the first page and in bold type, 
the 1918 Platform announces what it believes to be 
"the greatest of all issues with which the world 
stands faced the state is dominating industry. Who 
shall dominate the state? On the answer to this 
question depends the future of mankind." 

'Eno-els has patiently explained that "the modern 
State~ no matter what its form, is essentially a capi­
talist machine, the ideal personification of the total 
national capital." Yet the 1918 Platform does not 
see the difference between State-Capitalist and So­
cialist measures, between Wilson's Parcel-Post 
banks and Lenin's, between government ownership 
through bourgeois dictatorship and goYernment 
owner~hip through the proletarian dictatorship. 
The first step in the Social Revolution is the seizure 
of the political power by the proletariat. The 1918 
platform doesn't mention the fir~t step, but "de­
mands" that the pre>'ent State take oYer the rail­
roads, mines, power, natural resources, large scale 
indu"tries and the like. Says Engels: "The more it 
(the preoent Stale) proceed~ to the taking over of 
productive forces, the more does it actually become 
the national eapila[i,t, the more citizens does it ex­
ploit." Engr-ls merely says that the State ''will have 
to" undertake the direction of industries, the 1018 
platform "demands" l hat it do it. Surely, its au· 
thors are more revolutim1ary than En~els. 

Space forbids an an«lysis of the "revolution­
ary" methods by which the Socialist party "de-
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mands" that the Stale take over industries. We 
can only note in p<Esing that "this process shall be 
undertaken as speedily as is consistent with public 
order and security'"; that the Socialist party "de­
mands that the compensation, if any (we wonder 
why the douht?), paid to the originnl owners is in 
no ca~e to e'icecd the original cost of the physical 
properly; and finally, we are so thoroughly bitten 
In· the p11rliamcntary Lu~ of inve~tigation commis­
sions which pub! ish reports. that when we come to 
the Stale o1vnership of dcctric power, our revolu­
tionary program of expropriation culminate~ in a 
"dcm•nHI'' \1 ltich must he quoted in full lest we 
mi~s some of the in,,piration .it contains: 

"The Sociali,-l P:.rly dcm:tnds immediate appoint­
ment of a Federal Po11cr Commis~ion with <Od?quate 
repre,,entalion <,f labor 1 Sammy Compers take no­
tice) to make 1111 e:rhwtstiue i and no doubt exhaust­
ing) inresti.t!;ation into the subject, and to recom­
mend lcgislativn to Congress which will embody a 
comprchen~ive power development policy." 

TIEFOIU!S IN TliE STRL!CflJHE OF COVERNMENT. 

\Vhen we come to the heading. "The Structure of 
GoYernment," we begin to pick up hope. "The 
present Etructure of government is totally inade­
quate to as,;ume the additional burden of industrial 
control." Perhaps we have been ha~ty in our judg­
ment; perhaps the program warns that none of 
these things can be accomplished until fhe state 
has been revolutionized and the proletarian dicta­
torship establi~hed. Let us examine the measures 
proposed for the revolutionizing of the State. The 
system of checks and balances has destroyed effi­
ciency, we complain. Then, in the interests of "de­
mocracv," we select the most inefficient branch of 
the go~ernment--Congress-and demand that the 
other llro branches he made responsible to it. 

Not content with that, the program sets out to 
show Capitalism how to perfect bourgeois democ­
ran. 'fien:: -f~llow a f'tartling f'f>ri~ of'''rlemand-i'' 
11lwlition of the Sen~te. demorratization of Con· 
f!'H"'~ioual procedure. direct e!C"("tion of the Pr~i­
dent ar.d \ ice-l're~ident. etc .. etc .. culmmatrng rn 
two ~uper-revolutionary mea~ure~ that will make 
Len inc look to his Iaure b. name I\·: ""the tamJ of 
Con,:rc.<~n.en to be[:in soon att;r t!lrclion" and 
"~eli-p>t·ernmelll Jar thr Di.~trid of Columbw." 
A~ I write. out of the pa~t comt>!' au insi>tenl echo 

of \larx"s thunderou• denunciation!' of the Gotha 
platform: '"But the platform applies neither to the 
latkr t re\olutionan dictalor•hlp 1 noT to the fp­
ture organization of communi•! ~ociety. 

"Its political demands contain nothing but the 
old democratic litany known to all the world, 'uni­
versal suffrage,'· 'direct legislation' (for the district 
of Columbia?), 'popular rights,' 'protection of the 
people,' etc. They are a mere echo of the middle 
class Populist party." 

Ne'it .comes a :'ection on "Civil Liberties"-utter­
ly ridiculous if addressed to the present reactionary 
bourgeois State. The outstanding feature of this 
bourgeois bill of rights is a "demand" that "mob 
violence be suppressed through the power of the 
federal government." A most dangerous demand to 
be made upon a reactionary government by a revo­
lutionary party which depends upon mob violence 
(mass act ion) as a necessary weapon to overthrow 
the present State! Never fear, you needn't demand 
that the government suppress mob violence! It 
surely will, and American Noskes rallying around 
these very slogans of the 1918 platform will lead 
the suppression. 

TAXATION. 

The next section deals with taxation. It contains 
a heartrending preamble to the effect that capital­
ism, poor capitalism, is tottering as a result of the 
"colossal war debt" and that (the Socialist party 
and the 1918 platform to the rescue!) we are going 
to show capitalism how to solve the problems of 
the public debt and the "ever menacing problem of 
wealth concentration." (Which' Marx foolishly 
thought inevitable under the present system-in­
evitable and the inevitable cause of the Revolution.) 
"To this end we favor"-for we are treading on 
bourgeois ground and therefore we no longer de­
mand-"an excess profits tax of approximately 100 
per cent (a manifest impossibility under Capital­
ism) ; a progressive income tax; a progressive in­
heritance tax rising to 100% in large estates; taxa· 
tioh of "the unearned increment of land" (is there 
an earned increment?); "and a more adequate cor­
porations tax." I will forhear to inquire what the 
authors of this great document me:mt by "more ade­
quate"; by "a comfortable <md secure livclihoo(l" 
which ;s not to be touched bv the inc<Jme tnx or by 
"npproximalely 100%." Bilt I trust I will be par­
doned if I f!UOte the words of the no·.v ouviously 
antiquated Marx, who seemed to believe that: 
"Taxes are the foundation of the governmental ma­
chinery and of nothing else. An income tax pre­
supposes the different sources of income of the dif­
ferent social elasses, hence capitalist society." Poor 

Marx seemed to think that taxation under Capital­
ism was no concern of the revolutionary proletariat. 
But since 1018 we know better! 

Of course, modern finance is based on credit, and 
if that siwuld break down, Heaven help us! the 
financjn) system might collapse; hence "our" pro­
gram must needs concern itself with restoration of 
"our" shaky credit system, wherefore we elaborate a 
plan upon which I need not cbmment, except to note 
that we have ~uceecded in fmding a scheme whereby, 
under Capitalif'm, we can eliminate entirely the ne­
cessity of maintaining a gold resen·e! Isn't that a 
splendid eontribut ion to the saving of "civiliza· 
tion," at a time when it is threatened by the over­
capitalization of a pitifully inadequate gold sup­
ply! 

Upon the Non-Partisan League platform, which 
has found its way into the 1018 program under the 
head of "Agriculture," I shall not dwell, except to 
quote our revolutionary demands for "Public in­
surance against diseases of animals, diseases of 
plants, insect pests, hail, flood, drought, storm and 
fire;" and to delay any further analysis until we 
come to the general subject of sops and pallia­
tives. 

There is a chapter on "Conservation of Natural 
Resources" in which we "urge,''-in plact:: of "de­
manding"-for we modestly feel that we are not 
experts in conservation as we are in high finance, 
and must therefore confine our services to mere ad­
vice. There is a chapter op Criminology which 
seems to be a comhinittion of Enrico Ferri and Au­
gust Claessens, with the caption, "Prisons." There 
is a section on the Negro, which, peculiarly enough, 
demands "industrial citizenship" for the Negro (we 
Yagucly wonder why the white wasn't included). 
Why does the program want to give him "political 
citizenship," and exactly what do our "leaders" 
mean by "educational citizenship" for the same op­
pressed Negro? If it is worth anything, we should 
I ike it too; if not, why "wish" it on the down­
trodden black man? 

. .,... We will not turn bad to the one eection which 
mention~ the proletariat, enti•led "'Labor Leg­
islation.'" It i1< a compound of old Bismarckiua 
formttlue long ago introduced into Germany, auch 
a~ minimum waf!:e, unemployment msuraoce ud 
the like.-and this bring~ Ut< to the subject of eo.,_ 
and palliatives in general. 
_ I have Uf'ed the familiar division of reforms iu&o 

"sops" and "palliatives" because in these two 
words are implied the nature and purpose of two 
distinct kinds of "reforms." "Palliatives" are re­
forms handed down by the bourgeoisie organized 
as the ruling class, to make industry more bearable 
in order that labor power may not thereby be im­
paired. Of such nature was the shortening of the 
working day to prevent the rapid deterioration of 
labor-power resulting from the long working day 
of the early capitalist epoch. 

If a dog demands meat, and his demand becomes 
more and more insistent until he threatens to take 
it out of the calf of your leg, and you do not wish to 
give him meat, you may dip a piece of bread in 
gravy and throw him that-a "sop." 

As the working class becomes more and more con­
scious of its revolutionary aims, sops are thrown 
more and more frequently, to divert the workers 
from these same revolutionary aims. If the Social­
ist party, the most advanced section of the working 
class, turns aside ·for these sops when the goal is 
close at hand; if it goes further and issues a plat­
form declaring that it is fighting foi: these sops, and 
neglects to mention anything but sops among its 
demands; if finally, it pretends to have won what 
capitalism has in self-defense handed down to it­
it thereby diverts the working class from its class­
conscious revolutionary aims, plays into the hands 
of capitalism, fallin1~ for sop and palliative alike, 
ceases to teach Socialism and make Socialists, and 
produces the 1918 Congressional Platform of the 
Socialist Party. 

"INTERNATIONALISM" IN THE PLATFORM. 

There remain two more things to consider: "In­
ternational Reconstruction" and "Conclusion," in 
which last we may perhaps expect to find a state­
ment of Socialist principles. 

The very title, "reconstruction," is an index to 
the bourgeois character of the platform's attitude. 
Capitalism is on the verge of collapse. In Russia a 
portion of the mighty edifice has been overthrown. 
The most truly advanced section of the working 
class in other countries is preparing to tear it down 
section by section till the whole edifice is destroyed. 
The revolutiopary American proletariat, organized 
into the Americall Socialist Party, seeing Capital­
ism's desperate straits, will. help to stave off the col­
lapse of "civilization,'' will reconstruct the shaky 
structure, will keep alive the dying order. 

And so the Platform demands a League of Na­
tions. Of course, we call it a "Federation of Peo­

(Continued on page 8) 
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The Pink Terror 
V. The Abortive Massacre of the 3d-5th and 1Oth A. D. 

THERE had been rumors that the Pink Dictator 
of . Local New York was marshalling his 
::ohorts for a descent upon the 3d, 5th 

and lOth A. D. The assault was delayed,· how­
ever, until there was a reasonable certainty of the 
absence of Jim Larkin and the Irish contingent, 
who, not being very well versed in parliamentary 
law, might wholly misunderstand the proceedings; 
and imagining that something illegal was going 
on, might impulsively vote against it in their na­
tionalistic way. 

The opportunity arrived. It was learned by Ger­
ber's spies that on Monday, May 12th, there would 
be a memorial meeting to James Connolly at 
Bryant Hall, which the Irish Comrades would at­
tend. 

On May lOth, th.ere£pre, a chosen few members 
of the 3d, 5th anll lOth received the customary 
billet-doux from Gerber, so familiar to all the 
faithful. 

At the appointed time on Monday evening, May 
12th, a little group of Comrades, with pale but de­
termined faces, left the headquarters of the Branch 
and proceeded down Broadway. Past the great 
Victory Arch at Fifth Avenue and 26th Street, with 
"Murmansk" sculptured on its side, went the brave 
little band, thrilling with inverted pride to think 
that this great monument to the invasion of Russia 
had been erected with money voted by Socialist al­
dermen. 

No. 7 West 21st Street was a low, evil-looking 
building; upon the steps lounged half a dozen plug­
uglies, who glowered upon our Comrades as they 
passed. J:he building was the headquarters of 
Cloak and Suit Cutters' Union No. 10. As far as 
could be determined, most of the Union members 
seemed to be hanging around the corridors. 

Upstairs in a low, evil-looking room sat Charley 
Grossman at a table. He looked up in surprise as 
the comrades entered; evidently they had arrived 
earlier than was expected; for having looked over 
the aggregation, Grossman wP-nt to the door and 
shouted down-stairs, "Whats the matter with you 

fellows? Didn't I say not to let anybody in with­
out a letter?" 

A semi-comrade by the name of Fuchs then 
placed himself at the door. When asked if he were 
a member of he 3d, "5th and lOth, as spooified in the 
letter, he said defiantly that he was not, but would 
come in if he pleased. ' 

Grossman asked the Comrades to walk up to his 
table and answer a few questions. 

"Do you believe in an organization wjthin an or­
ganization?" he asked. 

One innocent Comrade responded firmly, "No. I 
think The Call should be controlled by the Party!" 

Grossman immediately noted on his list "Member 
of ·the Left Wing." Upon his demand to the Com­
rades to give up their cards, only one Comrade 
complied and she. demanded it back shortly after­
ward. At the end.,of the evening Grossman's list 
contained about thirty names, with the monotonous 
comment after all but two, "Refuses to give up card. 
Refuses to answer questions. L. W." 

Comrade Brahdy kept advising the Comrades in 
a loud voice to pay no attention to Grossman. This 
finally irriated Grossman to such a degree that 
after ordering Brahdy to leave the room, he finally 
summoned Fuchs, and said loudly, "Run dowu­
stairs to the Cloak Cutters and bring somebody up 
here to clear this room of people we don't want 
here!" 

In a few moments a procession of sinister-looking 
individuals with cauliflower ears filed in. Ques­
tioned as to whether they were members of the 3d, 
5th and lOth, they evasively said that they belonged 
to the Party. Shortly afterward Beckerman and 
Potter appeared, followed by the strong-arm 
squad from the 6th A. D. Branch. Asked when the 
meeting would begin, Beckerman stated that it 
would begin 'Y"hen · the Executive Committee dele­
gates decided to begin it. 

The ineeting having been called for 8.15 P. M., 
and there being evidently no intention on the part 
of the Oli~achy to open the proceedings, at 8.30 
Comrade Brophy, organizer of the Branch, rapped 

The Party Congressional Platform 
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pies," a~d want an "adequate" (?) representation 
of labor. We are afraid that it tvill not have 
enough power to move against Russia, and hei}ee 
we "demand ... legislative and administrative, as well 
as judicial functions." We demanaan international 
regulation ef the hours of labor, thus giving the 
League an added pretext for interfering in labor 
disputes. We believe that under Capitalism peace 
and disarmament are possible, Marx and Engels to 
the contrary notwithstanding. We worry ahout a 
uniform monetary system (and, to phraL.;; it in­
elegantly, we feel sure that that will "put the pro­
letariat ten ahead"). We even discuss coloniza­
tion and foreign investment, telling the League how 
to manage these two pesky matters, and then exhort 
the working classes of all nations to perceive "the 
necessity of seeking continually and aggressively (as 
in the present platform) to secure control of their 
respective governme:;ts to the end." To what end? 
Why to the end thai "these policies (the League, 
disarmament, the universal monetary system, etc.) 
be officially adopted by all the nations concerned." 
Heaven forbid that they should "secure control of 
their respective governments" for any other pur. 
poses! 

'fhe Platform speaks of the "historic mission" of 
the Socialist Party of the United States to "prepare 
the workers of America to take part in the new 
fraternity· of labor." And I trust I will be par­
doned for once more dragging in the antiquated 
Marx, who once said: 

"And to what does the party reduce its interna­
tionalism? To the consciousness that the result of 
its•efforts will be the 'international fraternization 
of peoples'-a phr.ase borrowed from the bourgeois 
league of peace and freedom which is supposed to 
pas~ for the equivalelft of the international fraterni­
zation of the working classes in their common 
struggle against the ruling classes and their govern­
ments." 

"CONCLUSION." 

And now for the two paragraphs headed "Con­
clusion." Here we find the "theoretical" part of the 
program. It begins favorably. "We warn the 
masses (the first time we have noticed them) that 
the above program (twenty three pages of it) has 
reference to a dying social order." We cheerfully 
announce that our "reconsl;fuction" program is 
"designed to assist in the passing of this bankrupt 
.system of capitalism .... A complete transforma­
tion is necessary." Anything short of this complete 
transformation will lead to another world tragedy 

(and of course that's all we are aiming to avoid). 
But what complete transformation? Ah, here it is 
-next to the last sentence: '.!The main struggle of 
the masses is to secure cont.rol of these basic insti­
tutions (which? ) and this requires an education of 
the people to the necessity of such control." 

But class consciousness? Why that's all concen­
trated in the last sentence, which rhetoricians assure 
us is the most effective and emphatic place in a 
whole platform or essay. Here it is-note the class 
lines-

"In this work of education we invite the co­
operation of all who recognize the opportunities for 
re-building the world on a basis of equity, ·democ­
racy and fraternity for all." Whatever that may 
mean. 

Using the I. W. W. Against 
The Left Wing 

T HE SOCIALIST for May 13th reprints an ar­
ticle from the I. W. W. paper, OTJ,e Big Union, 
attacking an article in The Revolutionary Age 

in particular, and the principles of the Left Wing 
in general. 

This is precisely the same tactic employed by the 
New York World to <1iscredit the Russian Soviet 
Government by means of the dispatches of Bob 
Minor, the anarchist. 

The Right Wing has no more sympathy with the 
I. W. W. than ihe World has with Anarchism, or 
with Bob Minor in particular, who was forced to 
leave The World because of his radical opinions. 

We shall not at this time take the opportunity to 
answer the article itself, but from a careful reading 
of it we are driven to wonder whether, after all, 
there may not be a difference between I. W. Wism 
and Socialism more profound than we dreamed of 
-for after all, we did not imagine that in funda­
mentals we of the Left Wing were so very far 
away from the revolutionary I. W. W. 

Says the article in one place (italics ours): 
"Besides, why should we be in such a hurry to 

imitate the Bolsheviks? What have they done that 
should make us jump off our track and follow their 
lead? They have overthrown autocracy and estab­
lished political democracy for the proletariat. Po­
litical democracy has existed in this country for a 
long time._ We do not hm;e to make a revolution to 
get it. If we want the political power, control of 
the parliamentary state, all we have to do is to votf 
our.selv.es into power." 

for order and proposed that, since the Executive 
Committee refused to call the meeting, the Branch 
·declare itself in session. 

Comrade Brahdy was eleced chairman, and Com­
rade Coles secretary. Comrade Reed then proposed 
as the order of business that the delegates of the 
Executive Committee present be asked to state their 
reasons for summoning this meeting. 

Beckerman replied that until the registration was 
completed, the delegates of the Executive Commit­
tee refused to make any statement. Comrade Reed 
then proposed that, provided the registration take 
place in the room, the meeting be suspended until it 
was completed. Whereupon Beckerman announced 
that he had changed his mind, and that the regis­
tration would be carried on in another room, and 
N!.e meeting would be called when he felt like it. 

Comrade Brahdy was elected chairman, and Com­
formally demand from the Executjve Committee 
delegates their purpose in calling the meeting, and 
if they refused to state it, that the meeting adjourn 
until the regular Branch meeting on Wednesday, 
May 14th. This motion was voted on by roll-call, 
twenty-seven being in favor and three against. 

In the name of the Branch, therefore, Comrade 
Brahdy formally demanded from Beckerman that 
he ~tate the purpose of the Executive Committee 
in call~ng the meeting. Becker:rhan flatly refused. 
The Chair then announced that since there was no 
business before the meeting, it should stand ad­
journed. Whereupon the Comrades left the hall. 

The mercenaries of the Executive Committee, 
having failed in their "reorganization" scheme, de­
termined that a more careful choice of Comrades 
must be made for the next meeting. Accordingly 
letters were again sent out; and this time two and a 
half Comrades gathered in the safe precincts of the 
Rand School on Friday evening, May 16th. 

To date the proceedings have not been divulged. 
But we understand that the 3d, 5th and lOth A. D. 
Branch has been bloodlessly "reorganized." 

Moral: The only peaceful way to "reorganiz~" a 
Branch is not to tell the members. 

Is this really the I. W. W. conception of the Rus­
sian Soviet Government, of the Proletarian Dicta­
torship? Is this really the I. W. W. conception of 
political action? 

Workers' Council 
The recent conference of the Workers' Council 

of the Waist and Dress Industry indicates a 
healthy move on the part of a section of New 
York's workers, toward industrial democracy. 

What was only a few weeks ago estimated at a 
mere handful of persecuted workers, libelled and 
misrepresented by the yellow and so-called radical 
sheets alike, miraculously flourished at this confer­
ence to the proportions of over fourteen thousand 
(half the recognized industry) represented by 320 
delegates democratically elected in the various 
workshops. 

At the conclusion of a two-day sitting, the follow­
ing manifesto was unanimously adopted: 

MANIFESTO. 
"We, 320 Shop delegates of the Waist and Dress 

Industry at a Conference held at the People's House, 
7 E. 15th Street, New York City, May 3rd and 4th, 
1919, realize that Trade Unions, instead of bringing 
about class-consciousness and solidarity among the 
workers and uniting them against their exploiters, 
break them into craft groups and thereby weaken 
them and serve the interests of the employing class. 
We also realize that our emancipation from life­
long drudgery depends entirely upon our solidar­
ity and class-consciousness. 

"'Ve, therefore, proclaim to all the workers of 
the Waist .and Dress Industry the inauguration of a 
Workers' Council. 

"The Workers' Council sets out to educate and 
organize the workers along class-conscious and in­
dustrial lines; to break the corrupt and demoraliz­
ing influence of craft-union officialdom; to have the 
workers ready to go on with production when the 
time comes for them to take over the industries. 

"We urge the workers in each shop J:o elect shop 
committees which shall adjust all grievances be­
tween the workers and their employers. 

"These shop committees shall meet in general 
CO.f)ferences to adjust problems concerning the en­
tire industry. The time has come when the workers 
must' prepare to take charge of the industries. 

"We, therefore, call on the workers in every in­
dustry to take matters into their own liands, form 
Workers' Councils, and manifest their allegiance to 
the rising solidarity of the Workers the World 
over." 

The shop-committees are self-autonomous, but 
are joined in an Imlusf,fial Federation for matters 
pertaining to t)J.e ipdustry ~t large .. 
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