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By ROSE WORTIS.
_In the “Women’s Wear” of Friday,
mber the 4th, there appearcd a
x ment about thc organization of
a new Association of Women's Ap-
parel Industries of America. The
'statement runs in part as follows:

“The objects to be accomplished
include ‘the joining together for
the purpose of mutual benefit for
those engaged in the manufacture
or wholesale distribution of wom-
en’s, misses’ and children’s wear
and kindred lines, and those en-
" gaged in the manufacture or whole-
sale distribution of materials that
go to produce and develop the in-
dustries mentioned in the United
States.’”

“It has been repeatedly pointed
out that the commonalty of in-
terests of all ready-to-wear con-
cerns demanded a powerful, unified
organization to ably direct activ-
ities.”

The statement further goes on to
say that:

“The new organization has al- |meet the new developments in the in-
ready arranged an affiliation with |dustry?

other leading organizations in the
women’s readr-to-wear market,
notably the United

organizations, the Eastern Millinery
Agsociation and its units, the As-
sociated Fur Manufacturers and the
Associated Dress Industries of
America.”

“The new association will have as
its chief objects th> betterment of
internal trade conditions and the
achievement of closer accord be-
tween wholesalers and retailers, and
wholesalers and their sources of
supply.”

“It will now be possible for the
Women’s apparel industries to pre-
sent a united front in the further-
ance of their cgmmon goal.”

Association to Fight Workers.

While this asszociation is seemingly
organized to take care of the purely
business end of the employers’ in-
terests, there is no doubt that the
broad aim—of unifying and protecting
the interests of the manufacturers en-
gaged in the various branches of the
industries—will include mutual aid
and protection in the event of labor
trouble. The organization of this new
association shows that the employers
are alive to the industrial develop-
ments. It shows that they recognize
centralization as the best means of
protecting their interests in all fields.
The needle trade industry is contin-
uously growing in importance in spite
of the occasional seasonal slumps.
The employers recognize that by
solidifying their forces, by establish-
ing a centralized machinery on a
scientiﬁg basis, their position in re-
lation to other factors in the industry
will be strengthened to the great ad-
vantage of their business growth.

The association thus far is limited
to women’s apparel industries, but the
close connection and similarity of
problems between the women’s and
the men's clothing industries will un-
doubtedly lead to the extension of this
association to include the employers
of the men’s garment industry.

The -employers of the various

,'edl Trades Bosses Amalgamate

branches of the industry have at all
times been conscious of their common
interests and during critical periods

have come to orne another’s assistance | Sigman machine to make murderous

both financially and morally. A strik
ing illustration was the attitude of

THE DAILY WORKER,

¥ T

[

tection at the expense of the Inter-
national. Gangsters openly declare in
court that they have been hired by the

attacks on workers,

terapt of the workers to revoit against
their miserable conditions.
Shamelessly, the leaderz of the
‘Amalgamated are selling out the in-
terests of the workers to the employ-

hae uno vision, no program
for meeting the pressing problgms of

wles. It

the workers. In this blind alley the
decadent bureaucrats, in an effort to
maintain their hold on the unions, are

Hundreds of thousands of dollars

| gladly agreed to) simply because the 1 leaders. The expressed wishes of the
| money was to be contributed to the | workers are openly defied and the

the Industrial Council during the Fur- j from union trust funds are squan-
riers’ strike of 1926, when they re-|dered. [njunctions are used by the
fused to permit their employees to |officialdom in its struggle against the
work an extra half day during the | membership. Workers are imprisoned
height of the season (which under or-|for long terms thru the provocations
dinary circumstances they would have | of men who call themselves union

support of the fur strikers. However, |the union brought to shame by a
the organizational separation’ was an |clique of bureaucrats. Sigman, a
obstacle to more active cooperation, | wealthy property owner, surrounded
with the result that today this diffi- | by elements of the lowest type, poses
culty has been obviated by the for-|as the spokesman of the workers and
mation of this new assuciation. Thus |usurps the right to rule the destinies
we see cmployers of the needle in-|of the thousands of cloak and dress-

|
{

Women's Wear |needle trade unions, who are opposed
League of America and its affiliated {to amalgamation of the needle trades

'their common needs by Jjuining their |

dustries, taking full cognizance of | makers.
The Furriers' Union.

Similar is the situation in the Fur
Workers' Internatioral. The monu-
mental achievements of the Furriers’
Union during the left wing adminis-
tration, which brought that organiza-
" tion to the forefront of the necedle
E A How \\'1ll‘the necdle tEmdl'.lﬁrz\de unions as an example of mili-
umonsvince the.umted f!"‘."‘ 9 ‘:e'mncy. class-consciousness and vir-
bosses? How will the officials of the ility, have been completely destroyed.

The successful efforts of the work-
ers under the left wing administra-
and have persgcuted all the' exponemis ytion, which have rooted out gangster-
of amalgamation, m"f,t this new o .|ism and corruption and have raised
fe_vnswg uf. the bosses? W}:JM 1s'the i the furriers from the status of slaves
sutuatl,(m in the needle trade unionsj . o) 4o employers and the corrupt
today ? union clique to the dignity of class-

The Cloak & Dressmakers’ Union. |conscious workers fighting militantly

The Cloak & Dressmakers’ Union forva greater share gf thg product of
is lying prostrate, without a vestige their labor; the zlarlpg_ YEasony, of the |
of its former strength. The jobbing- 40-hour '\veek; the elimination of sub-
contracting system, which had for contracting an‘drthe speed-up syste.m;
years becn the source of all evils, has the average 25 per cent wage in-
received such impetus by the internal | CTease, etc.; all this has been 5h‘“‘|
struggle that daily the more legit- tered, (Iestroy_ed, by the hand °f. an un-
imate firms are disbanding their scrupulous clique under the direction
plants and are becoming jobbers. of Woll and McGrady of the A. F. of

forces in *“a united front in the
furtherance of their common goal.”

What of the U'nions.
How are the unions equipped to |

‘organ

Union conditions, for which the cloak
and dressmakers have bled for many
years, are competely wiped out. The
week work system, which was estab-
lished in the cloak industry after a
long and bitter struggle, has been
abolished and piece work, at rates
even lower than those prevailing in
1910, re-established. The 40-hour
week, one of the greatest achieve-
ments of the needle trade unions, is
but a memory of the past. The ten
and twelve hour day and the seven day
week is a common practice in the in-
dustry.

Corruption and Demoralization.

Not a trace is left of the dignity
and self respect achieved by the
workers thru the organization of
their union. The cloak and dress-
maker today is an abject slave of his
employer and is subjected to the
speed-up system and to humiliating
conditions.

The Cloak & Dressmakers’ Union,
which was the proud achievement of
thousands of men and women, is
shattered into fragments, its prestige
undermined, its morale broken. The
best union workers, employed by
their respective firms for many years,
are discharged by order of the high-
est officers of the International.

Workers are sent to scab against
each other and are given police pro-

Conditions at Low Level.

ers and are advocating the individual
standard of production, which will
eliminate the most basic union con-
ditions in the shops. Without any
sign of resistance, an¢ even with the
tacit consent of the officials of the
Amlrmated, the employers are re-
#ing their shops and throwing
out all ‘suth workers who insist on
union standards, regardless of
whether they are rights or lefts.

The workers of the Amalgamated
are paying dearly for the treachery of
their leaders during the cloakmakers’
strike, for the support given by
Beckerman and his gang to the
bureaucracy of the I. L. G. W. U. and
the Furriers, the Sigmans, Wolls and
McGradys in their efforts to convert
the militant needle trade unions into
“company unions” ruled by their
clique.

The Cap Makers.

This break-down of union conditions
in the more important branches of the
needle industries is having its cffe'ct
on all other branches and today we
find a situation in the Cap Makers’
Union where President Zaritzky and
his supporters are ready to give up
the 40-hour week, the establishment
of which came as the result of the vic-
tory of the furriers. Zaritsky is not
only ready to give up the 40-hour
week without a sign of resistance, but
is even willing to give up the week-
work system, prevailing in the indus-
try for many years, and substitute
piece work in its stead.

.Same Right Wing Methods.

Zaritzky’s manoeuvres in the Union
today are typical of the methods em-
ployed by the trade union bureaucracy
in answer to the offensive of the em-
ployers and the demands of the work-
ers for an aggressive policy. Instead

erecting ever greater barriers against
united action of all the needle trade
workers. They are divided and sub-
divided into various cliques. Their
policy i3 not dictated by the needs of
the workers, not by the developments
of the industry, but by their clique
interests.
Make Common Cause Against Masses

There ¢is one danger, however,
which is recognized by all of them, a
danger which to them is more real
and more menacing than the attacks
of the employers; that is the rising
revolt of the workers against their
further domination in the unions. To
obviate this danger, they have found
common ground - in expulsions and
suppression of the workers discon-
tented with their bankrupt policies of
submission to the employers. To ac-
complish this, they have mobilized all
their resources and have been carry-
ing on a war of destruction in the
needle trade unions for the past few
years.

Right Wing Replies with Reaction

‘I'he demands of the workers for
amalgamation of all the unions in the
needle trades to meet the united
front of the bosses are answered with
expulsions and persecutions. The de-

organized workers, a task which can
only be s fully ac plished
thru the unification of all the bran-
ches of the industry, is met by conces-
sions to the bosses at the expense of
the workers. The demand for rank and
file control of the unions, for demo-
cracy in the administration of union
affairs is met with police, injunctions
and imprisonment of workers.
Left Wing Leadership the Solution.
The developments of the past few
years have been an object lesson to

mand for organization of the 6 un- ;

| The furriers, who but a short time |of adopting the policy of fighting the
lago held their heads erect, conscious |jobbers and organizing the out-of-
of their powerful union ready to back [town shops that have migrated from
them in their justified demands, are'the main centers, as proposed by the
once more under the iron heel of the |left wing, Zaritzky advises granting
fd.r manufacturer, aided by the old the cmployers concessions that would
clique which is again becoming en- |reduce the standards of the New York
trenched in the Fur Workers' Inter-  workers to the level of the out-of-

national.

Sweat-shop conditions, contracting
and sub-contracting, wholesale dis- |
charge of workers, graft and corrup-
tion have once more come to life,
threatening the very existence of the |
| Furriers’ Union. Within a short period
of a few months the devastating hand
of the Wolls and the McGradys has
nullified the gains of the 1926 strike
and broken the backbone of the Fur-
riers" Union.

The Amalgamated.

Equally disastrous is the situatiion |

in the Amalgamated.

thru cunning and treachery expelledi
many of the most militant workers
Ifrom the Union and from the shops, |

the workers in the needle trades, as
well as to the labor movement in gen-
|eral. The brief experiences of the
! furriers and the cloak and dress-
makers with the left wing administra-
tions have shown the workers a way
out of their difficulties. It has shown
them that only the progressives have
a program for strengthening the

town shops.

Unions Weakened—Bosses 1
Strengthened.

Thus we see conditions where the
unions have been weakened and dis- |
organized, union standards under-
mined, the jobbing-contracting sys- |
tem becoming more widespread, the
open shop becoming ever more
menacing, the problem of the out-of- |
town shop more pressing, the sweat |
shop and speed-up system once more |
coming into existence, and the ranks

4 y |of the workers disunited, their energy
‘ven tho no and enthusiasin dissipated in internal | weapons that will enable them to re-
open war, _such as cxists in the Fur- fstr{fc." This is the deplorable situa- | construct their unions on a sound
riers _and in the I. I. G. W. U, was|tion we find in the needle trade|basis where craft unionism, autocracy
practiced by thg bureaucracy of the 'unions at a time when the employers'land a policy of class collaboration
Amalgamated, it has, nevertheless, | associations are strengthening their | will be substituted by amalgamation,

ranks and solidifying their forces.
Rizht Wing Bankruptcy Proved.
In the course of the past few years

unions and command forces capable
of gaining improvements for the
workers. These brief experiences,
more than any amount of propaganda,
have wade possible the determined
struggles of these workers during the
past year against the combined forces
of reaction in the attack on their
unions.
Forge Weapons in Strugyle

The workers in the needle trades
are living thru a period of great
stress and agony, but in the course of
these struggles they are forging the

(Iem:ucmcy and a militant struggle
against employers. Oaly in unity of
action against the united front of the

|and has instituted an iron dictator- |the hureaucracy of the needle trades | bosses lies the salvation of the needle

{ship maintained with the aid of
Jstr()ng—arm men — a dictatorship
which is brutally crushing every at-

[bgg_(lemonstrnted its bankruptcy. It|trade workers.

}

has'demanstrated its inability to lead

The struggle must
go on and will go on until this is ac-

and guide the workers in their strug- | complished.
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