Struggle in bad}es Garment Ynion is chmngﬂﬁmax—

Iming_nGmiber_of open: *expremons of - ‘that—desive

TEN morniths 80, in _the miidst of

a strike (thdt ¥vas onithe veyge;
of a viotonions: settlomont, the!
bureaucracy of the I. L.'G, W. U."
expolled the Left Wing Joint Board,
representing- about-76%- of the en- |

“ tire’'membership, and ‘brought about
an_internal —war—in the- Unlon—a—

th
‘shops jthat “spring np - like mush-
rooms -overnight. - ‘Phe ‘legitimate:
employers,  who ‘were. among - the-
fixgt ‘to give their support to Sig=|
_man; are now, beginning’ o wee’ that
they “have. unleagshed a powerful
,dpmonJ,hnt “threatens—to— destro; ’LT
-them-together:with ‘the Union.

war -which-—has—not-only “dest
the improvements gained during
““the recent. strike of 1926 but has
completely-wiped out the standards
gained by .the workers .thru. many.
years- of isiruggle. Because “the
“union’ had just gone thru a long
-gnd bitfer strike, ‘Sigmun had
‘hoped ‘that ‘the workers ‘would ‘be
unable to offer resistance to hi
~pamptto Toree  his lendershiy
_.the dloak and dressmakers. «
In the course of this struggle the
Sigman administration -has revealed
itsglf hefore the -workers in all it;;

~in this attempt to crush the revolt
-of the werkers can flud no parallel

in-the history of the American.lahor

’movement The injunction, hitherto
considered a weapon in the hands
of the employers, was freely made
use of by.the Sigman machine, '
Bigman had the hearty support. of
the Jewish Daily Forward, the en-
ire reactionary trade runion—bu-,
“reaucrady, the bosses, the police,
the courts and the Judges With
the aid of hired thugs he estab-
““fshed a Teign of terror in the Union"
and in the garment district, ‘which
is the scene of bloody encounters
daily.

And in spile of all this terrorism,
~~in"spite-of all these forces that are |-
““ined up with Sigman, he has up to
* this day failed to establish his con-
trol in the industcy: He has suc-

ceeded in but one -respect, namely,\|’

to reduce the industry to a com-
plete state of chaos which has even |
surpassed the guhditions that pre-
vailed in 494Vprior to the_exist-
ence of ‘an,Organized union in the
is becoming evident -to
in close touch with the
that the plans of both-the
machine and theé employers
ed. to materialize. . After-
many months of unmpletu deadlook
. between -the Right. mmdTeft ‘Wing |

Q-

—forces the situation has veschied a |
“turning-point-which—is-desidedly-in{"

favor of the Left Wing. We- will
here briefly ‘state and analyze the
folowing forces-that are unmistak-

ably drlvmg ‘the Sigman mnchine to |

its ultimate collapse:

I

1"["destruction “unless some

| man,

-the

‘Already. the more responsible
factors inthe industry are beginnings
‘to " give-. ious . consideration fo
these jproblems,.ns indicated by the. |-
~recent -conference, -called by \the:
Impartial Glmirmtm JIngersoll, where,
“the lqgitimutemmpldyers T the In-|
dustrial “Council openly “stated thntl
they are threatened with complete'|.

Tadieal!|
steps are-taken to-stem-the growth|
of.-the -open; shop -menace, ~- This:
economie - “fagtor ‘will - undoubtedly
,play an important rolein the out-

~eratic Michine—

|~forces within: the “machine”,

“ithe"
:part “of ithe \workers to::once more
unue ithe: Union:-

8. “The, Split™y

!

uhlu theB

: 'Ln tl’;e ‘ﬂraf, {ewl mdhths of this
nternal conflict. «al tne mmstlgnury

‘ed by ‘the Forward, united in the
_effort to erush the Left, Wing move-
ment; Now that Sigman has failed
to accomplish -this. defeat, the' con-:

“flicting forges:within the “maching”’| "
are beginning to: nssort themselves /| -

- demianding more - ‘power: fto stheir.’
“respective cliques, .
Breslau, who' was ‘driven ouf, of

the.. Union -during..the.Left-Wing |-
“viotony of 4925; i8.once mare:on-the:|.

‘scene: and 18- recelying the silent
support of the” Forward, which s
unomclally backing. him as agninst/
Sigman b the-latter has been ||

gslt.'

S 'l‘hoﬂlloulswred Workers

It is common knowledge that Sig-
is “completely discredited |
amongst the great mass of the cloak
and dressmakers and that the pre- |
sent”Left ‘Wing movement is but |
the oulgrowth 'of many: previgus'
rank and flle" revolts against the!
Right Wing leadership of the I. L.:
G.-W.-U:-and-ijs”policies. “Howaever, |
the coercive methods employed by !
Sngnn to force his dommuuon nnd

Prossute '"'
after the emke has compelled many
workers, in sympathy-with the-Left
Wing to submit and registér with
|--Sigman’s-dual-anion:- ~'I'hey did"not-
realize at-the time t] iving |
=their-suppert-to- Sigman- ( pven-tho:
~unwilingly) -they Would-not be ‘able
to save themselves from the de-
structive effects of the internal war.
Now these masses-whao have reg-
istered with Sigman so as to avoid
losing their jobs redlize that their
support of Sigmanimade possible
the present break;do’wnﬁn union
-standards - and conditions. ;9
workerg .are beginning to revol.
against -the low wages, long hours
and complete collapse - of wunion
--standards-and -are -seeking-methods-
by which to force a termination of
the pr((a}sant Wwar. The Shop Chair
's Co

{[~where “they—would “be “complet;

| press, the State machinery and the

1d6 | _a‘tmg&mimmﬁg_wfu— i

“unable To “deliver the goods”, . . .|

The Contrist-elements, who sup=;
-ported Sigman becauge’ of their op-
position fo the 'Left and the Mx-|
treme ‘Right, age. now placed 'in ‘a'

“position where they ‘have-to make i

-their choice between giving -over |
thé"Union to the Breslau _mach

eliminated,. “or" saving whatever |
“remnants- they oan-by- muking peace”
with thoTeft Wing.

4 The -Joint. Board, Bneked by
-the-Great-Mass-of- the~Wonrsf
 "'Tho fighting.‘againat ovorwhelm—

ing forces, surrounded on all sides
by .the- hostility from the -offivial
—labor - movement, . the——ocapitalist'|"

bosses; tho-Joint-Board hag-retaii
the confldence, of the workers a
as been: able-to maintain its posi=
tion. Now, -on the tenth month of
this -bitter struggle, it is_generally:
admitted by -all factors directly in-_
volved. in" .this gonflict that’ the’
~workers will never_.accept. the lead-
ership of the renotﬁmnry clique, tha
ership' of the reactionary clique, |
that there-is- no ipossibility for, re-
storing order -in_‘the industryj 16

acks |

y Rose Wortzs”

—timti the’ deadlock “which : |
for ‘the pnu few. ~monthd; wlll be -
term:lna ;

Tliere are tivo .

"slﬁhﬁﬁr the
m:uggle.

-standards and have’ 1deolog(oal-
lyl outgrown-.-the ' sweat-shop—

~8yptem, realizing thac the pre-
.sont, broakdown “of |
ditiona it firét ‘cons ered
a temporary state lhreatens.-to. .
become’,;permanent, will revoll
in \mass-against 'this new-yoke
of glavery . and d\*lve out the:
reaotionary: -oliquy + In - that -
-avent-they-will, limrup Wit tmr*
,,_‘Joint ‘Board ‘in ‘its

., con= i
ut -

. 'the"ranks “of /the 'bureaucracy,-
“together with the mnew offen-
.give of the Yeft Wing, will com-
pel either-one of the groupsto -
‘seek  peace ~ with' 'the Joirit
_“Board 80 as to. rebaln spme hold——w
“in"‘the Union, .

These - possibilities - are. _slowlyﬁ
“Shaping themselves, ‘How s0on they
will -erystallize into -definite "action
wil depend on the forge. of .the new

rj-offénsive—whichwns “latunched by
;fhe Joint, Board -with the Madlson
" Bquare Garden. demonstration--on--
Baturduy, September-10th:
‘w}\lrhtl\levﬁr ‘the —outoomie * of
—struggle —may-he;theneedle-trade—
~workers;have-contributed-“an—in=""
“valuable‘page-to-the“history of the
American labor movement, . During
this .period of  blackest reaction,.
‘when - the ,most *powerful unions
(such ag " the Miners'), led by the
bureaucracy of the A. ¥, of L., are
being - destroyed without ' any. sign
of resistance, the bitter struggle -of -
the -needle trade' workers ‘against™
company. unionism-carried .on over -
a period of ten months is a ‘beacon”

ibility . for intaining / the | light to guide the-betrayed andmis-
Union-without-the participation of | led workers in -other trades to new
the Loft. Wing eleménts:— struggles’ ngninsf. .the  capitalist

These outstanding fuctors, as out-
lined above, indicate ' that * the

‘class of this country-and their labor :

" lieutenants of. tﬁe tmde unlon move- :
et >

1.7/’l‘he~Employers :
The plan toiexpel the Leﬂ. vm;
administration was decided “upon,
Joinly. with the bosses, who had gone"
thea_the gruelling experience of-|
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mobilizéd the workers in an -open |
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nunw,,.u places: Tho-masy=of-the:]
“workers—=in—America—find==theit
standard, of nvlng constantly de-
~olintng: -

Ragent invesugncfons of 1h& U, 8.
"Dopt, of  Labor furnish further
proofs “of this fdot.- No one, I i
sure,.will, suspeot that the Dept T;
Lahor, has any wish to stir up dls-
tent. It is, on the contrary, i

- eatinot be biroken by 8 combination

of union bureaucrats with the boss-
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.Low Wages in Steel and. Textiles -

In. 4020, the . average full=time |
mekly:mmmss in. the steéol indug--

y, including, tho highea -paid nr
weil a8 |COMMON -1abor, :

5§
4924 :the figire had droppod Lo

#3522, and Jin 1926 to $34.44, . T
m 4920 to- 1926 wag" 2!6 per

OB
~During: th mme oerlod the px‘o-

duouvlty of Iabor-inereased by ap-|'

omen ' were

compared, |
showlng ‘the Negro-workers ars ex-_|

ploited . doubly. — One-third "of “tho -
white women, and three-fongths of
the Negro wamor. rensuivud less f.han
87 per woek,

No lelnu Wune lor llallrond
" Workers.

g (% 'js a, p0pulnr sup\srstmon ,thnt
.raflroad-wonkers-eari-a 1iving wage,
But more than: 200,000 track lakor
ere average B{T ‘per weelk. (Hea'
\ Monthly Labor Review, Rug. 1027)..
W the’lumber dndustry, one district.
verages M!MB per-wee)
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Even —the caiﬁ]ﬂ?
are. remarklng that ‘unemployment
:of-a-ghronic-pattre) in the midst of -
o greatest prosperity eVer. known,
,nmutarisﬁu_.of..,t.hs United

. Ona-88—th
Tnsvnmmmnn Federation of Labor, .
meating in' . convention in Los An-

geles, will duuhtl&ua “henr
Irom Green, ‘Woll ey and oﬁf:u
how  the. !‘Qoolaf age" i being
achieved by-them for tMWOrking'
:uluss, by means of th ). Plan;:
~expelling tha 1ett "wing, setung up
“labor” : banks . in, pnrmershlp with
| capilaliats, sahotaging the efforts of
the unorganized  5nd -~ unskilled
workers, and p-z-oolaunin and

- 880

tlmfnmr‘ngy i 3
carrying out. of mf-outtng,i
Eisplauaﬁon—dntensirymc (Sdmpaign. .
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