| actionary offi dﬂom of the American Federation a st
of Labor; has come to the forefront and fought its |union, Iesateq_b evuy POS:
firstsuwessfulhubtlemthedrasu-ade, which : the strike of the dressmaki
emplgyed a large percentage of women workers. - But' these efforts of
Just as in 1909 when the waist and dress- the enemy failed. The ‘onslas

makers, the vast majority of whom were women, | were met with mass plckdmg €
were the first to go out on strike and give the]the stgikers, in which the women's battalion
signal for the revolt of the workers against the a leading part. The wholesale arrests, fines
sweatshop sSystem in the other branches of the: mlpnsonment were met with a spirit of
needle trades, xvesultmg in the birth of the old and failed to terrorize the strikers. No
{needle trades unions, so in 1929 the dressmakers 'than they left thepnson cells, they were 1
were again the pioneers to blaze the path for the the picket line again, fighting for their ri
new Needle Trades Workers Industrial Union. Just ﬁghtmg for thelr freedom from the sweat
as in 1909 the old union fought its first battle in system. The ranks of the strikers were s
the dress trade, the strong’hol women workers, by the wives and women folk of the men
so.did the new union in 1929 choose as its first who contributed their share to ﬂnsluslnnc
battle ground thesection of the industry which gle in the meedle trades.

The dressmakers were confronted with a tinguish themselves for bnveryonﬁlem
great task. On the success of the-dress strike The women dnssmgxs, as the advance secﬁan

new union. The bosses and the company union strike leadership. They helped to formulate the -
recognized the importance of this first open strug- polices of the Union and parﬁmpated -in great
gle undertaken by the new Union and they left no numbers on the General Strike Committes, the
stone unturned in their vain attempt to break the Executive Board of the General Strike Commitiee,
strike. But just as in 1909, the dr essmakem stood ‘on the various Sub-Committees, were hall chair-
the acid test. {men and hall secretaries and were found generally

workers—Jews, Italians, Americans, white and than any amount of propaganda that the women
negro-—responded to the strike and marched in workers once they are awakened to their respon-

stood in awe at the sight of these marching ranks. as men for the interests of their class.-

The leaders of the company union and the bosses | The 1929 strike of the dressmakers, ﬂlong‘h
were disheartened and could no longer sneer and successful, has not'as’yet accomplished the orgami-
ridicule the idea of a general strike in the dress zation of the dress trade. There are still thou-

ing day when the ten thousand will be swelled by’ ,sweat-shop system, undermining the conditions of
-additional thousands, and when the sweaf-shop those workers who had fought hercically in the
system, maintained by the bosses and the com- "strike. However, the dressmakers strike laid the
pany tnion, will be mped out and union conditions foundation for a strong union and gave courage
once more established in the trade. ]not only to the workers in the dress trade, but to -
" It was not an easy job to carry through the the workers in other branches of the industry.
strike of the dressmakers. The chaos that existed ;l‘he cloakmakers and the furriers inspired
in the trade throughout the two years of the vic- by the example of the dressmakers, are now pre-

ious attack on the Union by the unholy alliance parmgforn decisive struggle to meshbluhﬁut

of the bosses, the old officialdom, the gangsters, union. Alrudythemmenfurvorhusaea[ﬂ

'the police, and the courts, had had its demoraliz- job mobilizing their forces not only for special

‘mg effect on the minds of the workers. The ene- 'work among the women of the trade, but for ac-
mies of the new union had for weeks in advance tive parbclpatmn in the general struggle. -
mobilized all ‘their forces. Schlesinger, the chief | 5 the Amalgamated Clothmg Workers ﬂ.e
of the company union, openly invited and secured women workers, though small in numbers, are.
the aid of the police in his strike-breaking activi- ' ‘taking a leading part in the struggle against the
‘txes The Central Trades and Labor Council, which pbyreaucracy and the bosses. . Anna Fox, having
— 'been chosen as the first victim by the reactionary

depended to a very large extent the future of the of the women work took an active part n'ﬁe

employs the largest portion of women workers. | The women dressmakers did not mae‘lyd:s-

At the call of the new Union, ten thousand caprable and efficient, thus proving more clearly .

'solid ranks to the halls. Those who had doubted :sibilities to their fellow workers can fight as weu <

trade. It was a living fact which foretold the com- sands of workers who are suffering under the

Trade Union Unity on a national and indus- { Hillman machine, was thrown off her job because -

trial scale, as well as locally, creates another series 'of her militant struggle against the speed-up sys-
of problems. The Congress must formulate poli- | {om and the terrorism of the amalgamated clique, -
cies to this end, based upon the creation of ONE | In the Cap and.Millinery Workers Union,
COMMON TRADE UNION CENTER FPR ALL- 1 ,ca] 43, composed exclusively of women, is the
CLASS STRUGGLE ORGANIZATIONS, which imost active and militant local in the entire Iner-
shall unite all new unions, revolutionary minor-';.tional. The local has survived the tlm

ganizing the unorganized, shop committees, etc., today preparing to make a fight for its
under a single direction. It must work out the con- |, .3 ¢ the coming convention of the Cap 2
crete forms of the movement for the UNITED Millinery Workers Union. The old officialdom

‘the shops, for joj tmfwmmmon.coopemmmmmmm&'
theba.slsdf ustnalumomsmandmopcom ﬂfnodoubtappmﬂleupuhmﬁ
mittees. ——"—<iand before long the millinery w
Alleeonomxcorgxmﬁhonsofworkem,stand anlnbegralpartofﬂ;emm rker:
ing upon the basis of the class struggle, and agree- |dustrial Union, and as a result of their
ing with the objects of this call, are invited to enmintharsuugglefortheyasttwo
elect delegates to the 'I‘RADE UNION UNlTYaddav:talforcetothegmmg X
CONVENTION. - :
Elect your delegate! Agumef.(we Unity
Convention!
First fight agand wa,gecds :g:nst the

FRONT FROM BELOW, among the workers in |this union, which is pledged to a policy of hearty A

ities in the old unions, and all movements for or-i;3tacks of this officialdom and the hosses and 3.__




