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Strike Proved Myth of I
Tq,lk About Unshakabk IConfidence in the Gov't

1n the hMrts or the workers and 
,... bound to Jet Jooae within a 
-,. short time. Knowing or the 
dllappolntment of the workers with 
the sellout setUement, a...are or the 
fact that the union had not yet 
-n conaolldated, the companies 
cooaldered this an opportune time 
to challenre the union and to at­
tempt to eatabllah a com....,, union 
controlled by the bosses. 

Accordingly they � to 
force the worl<en Into a company 
UDlon and when the chairman of 
one of the Parmelee prqeo re­
,._ to join, he ..... dlacht,rpd. 
3'be worll:era In the rest of the 
-- 0( Parmelee N&lilled the 
-tnr of thla challense. They 
-ptly responded with a st.rlke 
Wblch paral,-ed the Pllrmdee fleet. 

r...-Ke)':P1en 
n.e leaden of the Trade Union 

Unity Council, In dl.ac\lllSlna the 
IRU&tlon with some of the 1eadlnc 
-rs of the taxi drl--, ad· 
Yl»ed them to ooncentrate their er­
torta In winning the strike. of the 
Pvmelee, because the outcome of 
ihla strike would be declalYe In the 
entire lndustf)'. WeCJ>Olnted out to 
theoe leading comrades that the 
1Ulion had Just been bom but not 
Jet oon.olldated, not yet read)' to 
- a new teet ot atren,th, that 
there was aome dllappolntment 
amoog the woritera with U>e out­
come of the strike which must be 
OY«COme. We had. no doubt that 
the taxi drivers would reapond IA 
maM sbOuld the union decide to ex­
tend the alrlke of the Pannelee to 
• general strtte. 

However, we lcnew that In this 
&trike the qnlon would have to con­
tend with much rreater obstacles 
tho.n ln the first strike, not only on 
"'-he part of the neet owners and 
- city admlnlstratloo, but a1"o Oil 
the par< or the Boclall.tt Party. we 
ltnew from our experiences In other 
Industries that the Socialist Party, 
.- leaden, Pulken and LeVJ', 
bad been dlacredlted among � 
'"1 drivers, would � at nothlnr 
to sabotage the strike, and, as In the 
- or other lnduatries, such as 
fur and shoe, wou!d openly allgn 
U.emselveo with the bouea to de­
feat the strike led bJ militant&. 

At the finlt meeting of the execu­
tive council, called to consider the 
question of the aeoond genen.l 
otcllce, Gilbert Voted against the 
atrite, but since he ooUld not con­
vince the others he a,reed to the 
strike a.t the second meeting. 

The leadership of the union did 
not rully realize these dirflcultlea 
and yielded to the pressure of the 
workers to extend the strike on • 
general scale. 

The second strike of the tax.I 
drivers will remain one of the moat 
militant pages In the htstof)' of the 
labor movement in New York. Por 
a period of two weeks, the taxi 
driven, rought agalnat the moot 
powerful eomblnatlon of enemies, 
which Included the cit:, and federal 
&dmlnlatratlon, the powerfu! neet 
owners controlled by General Mo­
tors. They encountered a wall or oP­
po&ltlon and sabotage from the 
leaden, of the 8oclallat Party and 
the A. P. of L., who threw out the 
committee of strikers who came to 
•-.t roe -!stance to their local 
meetings RelJ'inr on!:, on the sup­
port rrom the militant sections or 
tile labor movement, the taxi 
drivers carried on a battle which 
arouaed the 1reo.test admiration of 
the entire labor movement. Tb.ls 
battle placed tbia hitherto UDO<· 
pnlzed, undl.oclpllned and what bad 
avpeared to be backward workers In 
the front ranks of the American 
labor movement. 

MllllaDt 1-denhlp 
The experiences In I he first strilce 

taught the worlcers that the ooJy 
way to defeat the - la through 
militant ,tru1111ea. The rant and 
rue lee.den of the strikers, Orner, 
Ollbert, cantor and Rabin, comlnll 
from the ranlcs of the worl<ers, 
learned a valuable leMOn from the 
ttrst strike. Instead of pennltttng 
themselves to be cloeeted ID con­
ference ror days in succeaaion, aa 
wu the c..., In the flt9t strike, 
leaving the worlcera In a state of 
aw1pense and expectancy, wtlhout 
&DY leadenhlp, they gaYe up their 
entire time toward orranlzlnr and 
moblllz.lnr the worlcera t.!> win the 
strike. It was their lnSPlring lead­
enhlp that kept the rants of the 

or\:ers united and made -1ble 
the mtUtant demonatraUons which 
parai,..ed the tnduetry and took 

Industrial Union Calls 

New York Trade Union Section 
BAXTJ:I&, H.-Marine Wocteni Induotrial. Union 
OILBBRT, ,10-·Thl Drivers' Union ot Greater N- y­
HYMAN, L.-Needt. Tradeo ·workers Industrial Unloo. 
HENRY, I.-Purnlture Wo1'1cers Industrial Union 
XRAMBJ:RO, 8.-Pood Workers Induettl&l Union 
LOSTIO; J.-Mel&I Workers Onloo. 
OVERGAARD, A.-Trade Onion Unity Oounc!l 
UPPRIK, P. M.-T- WO<Ur5 Onion 
WBINSTOCIC, L.-A. P. of L. Committee l'w UMffll)lo,ment lnlU-

News Writers 
Face Refusal 
By Publishers 

Final lleeoane Ma• I 

Be Unity of AD 
Departmenl8 

N. Y. Barben Prepare 
Strike A8ainst N�. R.. A. 

NEW YORIC.-Twelve � 
bart,en, - to -· - Ila)' 
15 If the N.R.A. oode Dllnlqa- -
of ,11 a wee!< la 1IOt in<lrNNd to 
no, with the adci.jl __, that 
& barber shall ""'lit\'1, a -­
or 811 per cent on 'all hll earnl-

._ ________________ ...,. _______ _._ .. g m a --
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