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How do we establish the status and functions of the
trade unions in any particular country other than by read-

ing the basic law of the count

of trade unions, and the laws and regulations of the unions?
A reading of Soviet law complgtely contradicts the assertion

of Matthcy Woll and his

ry governing the organization

about the role and functions of the
Boviet Trade Unions. To quote
from the Soviet Constitution:

“In conformity with the inter-
ests of the working people and in
erder to develop the organiza-
tional sctivity, inftiative and po-
Ntical activities of the massss of
ocur people, citisens of the USSR
are imsured the right te unite in
public organisations, trede uniens,

tive organizati oo o
No such anti-labor laws as have
been adopted in 20 different of our
stdtes are even conceivable in the
Soviet Union.

THE REAL SOURCE
The official report by P. G. Mas-
kalov on model rules for trade

unions, delivered to the S8eventh
Congréss of the All-R Central

the 1ast war, which—as is now uni-
versally admitted—was an imperial-
ist war. The same 15 true in the
more recent period, in relation to
Spain, the first experiment of ag-
gression by Hitler and Musaounx.l
The APL gave its approval to ths
policy of non-support to the Bpan-
ish Qovernment.

The same is true in relation to
our government’s policy toward the
8oviet Union, Munich, ete. And
even today, on the basic policles of
the war, such as the second front,

APL does not take a position
dependent of the government, and

on the government for more speedy
execution of its commitments for a

Council of Trade Unions on Sept.
13, 1938, reads in part:
“In our country every werker,
e, o i

Tasalh

pay agr
sclenfific worker and art worker,
ag well as students of higher edu-
cational institutions, training col-
leges or factory apprentice schools,
has the right to join a trade
union. . The only requirement for
membership in a trade union is
that one accept the rules and
abide by the decisions of the
trade union . . .

“All members of a trade umion
take an active part in the work
of their organization. They have
the unirestricted right to decide all
questions of trade union life, to
vote and be elected to any trade
unfon body or congress.

“They have the right to recall
from any trade union body such
of their representatives as have
not justified the confidence of the
membership before the expiration
of the term for which they were
elected.

“. . « the fundamental questions
of the crg are decided
by the trade union members
th . The bers of the
union are its actual masters, and
all trads union organs and eff-
cisls are accountable te them . . .

®. . . All trade union bodies are
elezted by sccret ballat.

“ . All elected trade wnlon
bodles and officlals are so-
countable to the trade union
members who elecied ihem.

“. « « The deelsions of the higher
trade union bodies are binding on
the labor bodies. . . .”

A pamphlet recently issued by
Olifford T. McAvoy, Legislative Di-
rector of the CIO, who made a
study of the Soviet trade unions,
gives the following summary of
their functions: r

“The Saviet trade union has
many and diverse fu As
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d front are denounced.

Thus we see that this flimsy argu-
ment of Matthew Woll against the
Soviet trade unions has little jus-
tification in fact as far as the AFPL
is concerned.

As to interference in the internal
affairs of other trade unions, the
report says:

“It (the AFL) dees notattempt
to tmpoee its ideological views on
the labor organizations of other
nations”—which by Implication
the Sovietanions do.

INTERNAL “INTERFERENCE"

This does not exactly gibe with
the facts, as far as the AFL is con-
cerned, especially when we examine
the relations of the APL with the
Latin-American unions. The

the table with clean hands. What
are r for the t re-
fussl of the AFL to recognize the
CTAL, the organization represent-
ing the Latin-American unions,
which is universally recognised by
the British Trades Union Congress,
the Boviet Trade Unions, the CIO
and the labor movement of the rest
of the United Nations, but the fact
that the AFL leadership does not
like the political complexions of the
CTAL leader Toledano, whom they
suspect of being a Communist?
What is this but interference in the
intérnal affairs of other trade
enjons;  Refusing to deal with them
because they are not influsnced by
the prejuds of the y

a4

the right of electing leaders of their
own choice?

The main reasons for this psychic
fear of the AFL leadership to asso-
clate itself with the other, trade
unions is the effect that such an
association will have in stimulating
the already developing progressive
trends in the APFL itself. No won-
der Mr. Woll is ranting against the
O« L who, he says, “have

in the United States, it negotiates
and enforces collective bargaining
agreements with masagement,
establishing wages, hours and
working conditions for the work-
ers in each factory and enterprise
under its jurisdiction. It repre-
sents its members in taking up
and adjusting grievances. It pub-
lishes its own national and local

wpapers and L N
WOLL'S BIG LIE

These few quotations from real
authorities on Soviet labor give the
lie to the slanderous characterisa-
tion of the Russian trade unions as
the “Russian labor front” and give
the lie to the fact that they have no
autonomy. The Soviet law does
provide for the free organization of
workers, trade unions, without any
interference from anti-labor em-
ployes and politiclans, such as we
encourage in our country. - Presi-
dent Brown of the Electrical Work-
ers, reparting on the Bouth Ameri-
can unions, stated with great en-
thusiasm that in Chile, when the
workers vote by majority to join a
certain union, the government com-
pels the firm to negotiate with the |
union for all workers. If this is
considered advancement, how much
more basic are the guarantees for
collective bargaining rights given by
the Soviet Government to the work-
ers of that country:

uA" s T

of Rus-

joined the unions of the Federation
and have disguised their Russian

The “subversive” actlvities of

sive forces in the AFL to build and
strengthen the American labor
movement. It js these struggles
which Woll denounces as ‘“subver-

12,000,000, have helped to open the
doors and bring into the ranks of
or d labor hundreds of thou-
sands of Negro workers, won the
struggle for unemployment insur-
ance which Wgll fought to the last.
Helped to develop the independent
political activities of labor, so that
labor, instead of being a stepping-
stone for careerist politicians, has
become a vital force in the life of

policies.
WHAT WOLL FEARS

It is these activities of the sup-
posed “partisans from abroad’—be-
cause they make it more difficult
for the reactionaries—that Woll in
reality fears. These activities will

tionaries to maintain their bureau-
cratic control of the millions of or-

sian demestic and foreign policy
are obediently echoed by the gev-
ernment officials in charge of the
RUSSIAN LABOR FRONT,” says
the repert of the AFL.

*Why should not the

izsed workers of the AFL who,
through various machinations, can-
nive to keep themselves in office for
life.
afrald of democratic processes in
the labor movement through which
the try to infl the poli-

workers carry out the domestic and
foreign policies of their government,
since they themselves constitute
that government? The representa-
tives to all legislative bodies in the
8oviet Union, beginning with the
local Soviets to the S8upreme Soviet,
are elected by the workers. These
representatives decide all govern-
mental policies and control the ex-
ecution. It is in this sense that a
different relationship exists be-
tween the Soviet government and its
trade unions. It is something which
the American

workers are still
aspiring toward.

In our country, where the work-
ers have but little representation in
the government, the leadership cf
the APL rarely followad an inde-
pendent policy in relation to the
basic problems even at times when
the policies of the government did
DOt cpincide with the best interests

cles of their orgunimtions and
make it impoasible for a small
clique to use the AFL as a means
of advancing the personal fortunes
of reactionary, defeatist Republican
politicians, headed by Hutcheson|
and himself.

(Continued Tomorrow)

Bronx Candidates to
Discuss Race Hate

Anti-Semitism will be discuased|
tonight by Bronx councilmanic can-

by the Jewish People's Committee
at the Harry Meloff Center, 868 E.
180th 8t. L

Isadore Begun, Communist candi-
date; Michael J. Quill, independent
candidate; Louis Oohen and Salva-

all those who try to bring pressure|

Executive Council does not come to|

leaderahip of the AFL and insist on|

affliations to better carry on their|
dislayal and subversive activities.”|

which Mr. Woll speaks are the|
struggles carried on by the projres- ]

sive” which have helped to bring|.
up the membership of organised la-|.
bor in our country from 3,000,000 to|

our nation, actively participating:in|
the determination of our nation's|

make it more difficult for the reac-|

Leaders of the Woll type are|

didates at a symposium spansared|
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