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By ROSE WORTIS
AB I reread the historic letter of
Comrade Foster addressed to the
National Committee a year and a
half ago, in which he unsuccessfully
tried to steer us away from the
policies of opportunism and revi-
sionism, one question kept pounding
at me: how could we so thought-
lessly have. disregarded the basic
truth embodied in that document?
How could we have ignored the
warning of the most outstanding
and tried leader of our movement,
who is intimately associated with
the struggles and the aspirations
of the American workers for the
past half century?

The only explanation that I can
offer is that our departure from the
basic principles of the clase struggle
alao led us to an underestimation
of the role of Comrade Foster and
undermined hia authority in our
movement. .

A large measure of the responsibil-
ity for this rests especislly with the
old-time trade union Communists
in the leadership, including myself
We have gone through many strug-
gles and because of our contact with
trade unjon comrades we were in
the best position to test the ap-
plication of our policies in life.

I canoot say that.I was alto-
gether unaware that some cammdes
had reservations with regard to our
policies en the manpower q\qum
our ingistemce on hoosung labor-
managememt committees which ex-
isted only on paper, our acceptance
of “free- enterprise,” the no-strike
policy in the pogtwar period, etc.

Our' trade unianists were -often
compelled . 10. depart from the se-
cepted policies to retain leaderahip
among the magaes. Thus the com-
pelling pressure of class interests
made our prectice at times better
than our theorfes. Had we paid mare
attention to these misgivings trou-
bling the minds of our comrades,
We. might have realised much sooner
that something was wrong with our
basic policles.

Had we not been blinded by our
false theories- we would have seen
that class pesce ‘was a one-sided
proposition, not only as a postwar
perspective but during the war it-
self. Everr the anti-fascist employ-
ers in the fur industry where we
have the powerful Fur and Leather
Workers Union fought tooth and
nail against granting concessions to
the wurkers. The capitalists in the
camp of national unity never for a
moment forgot their class interests.
In the last elections many who sup-
ported Roosevelt’s foreign policy
were in the Dewey camp, determined
to expose with all their might the
Roasevelt-gponsored . reform ° pro-
gram. The bourgeoisie defeated the
$25,000 income limijtation, while
millions of workers in the textile
industry, foundries, etc., remained
on & very low wage level. The deci-
sion of the War Labor Board to
raise the minimum wage of the
textile workers to 55 cents affected
more than 4,000,000 other workers
who were receiving less than the
55 cents minimum during the un-
precedented. war prosperity. 3

The U.8. Depargment of Commerce
figures on' corporate ' profits’ befdre'
taxes show that in 1939 profits
amounted to $6,400,000,000 and in
1842 ¥ose to $18,800,000,000, an in-
crease of 248 percent. Other sources
show increases of from 272 to 300
percent. Wages and salaries on the
other hand, taking.1835 to 1939 as
an index, increased hy 84 percent
by 1942, and in other cases 58 per-
cent. These- figures inclyde the high
sdlaries of corporation officers, and
the 1942 wage and salary . increase

tional unity, we had no program that
could mobilize the masses to fight
the profiteers. Our failure sufficient-
ly to expose the greed of the mo-
nopolists helped the bourgeoisie to
retain its prestige among the people
despite the fact that they turned
the blood and tears of the nation
into profits.

We built up the illusion that full
employment in the postwar period
was to be taken for granted. Be-
cause of this, the workers, including
our own comrades, were unprepared
to-cope with the present layoffs.
The main basis of Reuther’s strength
in the Auto Workers Union flows
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When the public members of the
War Labor Board, to the cansterna-
tion of the entire labor movement,
rejected the revision, of the Little
Steel formula, our trade union com-
rades were advised to go along with
the President on the ground that
any further struggle on this issue
at this time would jeopardize his
foreign policy and shift the fight

to new grounds. This approach was
not-conducive to a militant struggle
on the wage question. It was tan-
tamount to putting a damper on
the fight.

Comrade Browder’s propusals that
we give private industry a chance

to pvae full employment so that

I would like to my full
agreement with the raoh:ﬁon of the
Nationa! Board, both in its outline
of pbllci and in its correction of
the very serfous errors that we had

‘| been making.

Our incorrect policy was based on
the fssumption that the capitalist
class would follow an “intelligent”
and correct path, because of logic
and because we pointed out that it
was t0 their economic interests to
do so. But what Camrade Browder
might see as the correct and proper
path for ‘them is not nmﬂly
what they would and&r the proper
pcth. In fact, it mld be strange
if they would. Our approech is
based on the interest of the nation
and of the working class and tum-
ers who make up the bulk of the
nation, while the approach of the
bourgeoisie is themsslves — their
profits and, as important, their po-
litical state power to be abie to con-
!imue their profits.

Our position was based neither on

seen many examples of situations in
which capital will sacrifice their
immediate ecomomic interests for
Jong-range political goals; the “sit-
down strike of big uplt;l" in 1938;
the sell-out of Prance by capital in
order to keep down the French

orkers; the abandonment of bour-
geoisie demoeratic reforms in the
South after the Civil War; and the
widespread oppoﬂﬂon of mdush'hl-
ists in Oklahoma and Arkapsas to
the development of an ‘Arkansas

Valley. Authority, in spite of the eco-
nomic gains that would come from
it, because of the fear of what they
label “‘collectiviam.”

This policy led to the situation
where our main approach and ap-
peal was being made to the bour-
geolsie to “att correctly,” instead of
to the working class and its allies to
struggle for the correct policy. Like
the Utopian Soclalists of the 19th
Century, we appealéd to the capital-
fsts to “do what 18 ﬂah‘.” This
charucterized our wh npplou:h to
the NAM and to the most dmgero\n
and tuci.st-mlnded monopoly elplr
talists. J

In Oklahoma, for‘ instance, we
prepared a pamphlet on the post-
war economic future of the state,
which, while correct in its objec-
qvu, put “ tbe main reliance for
achieving them, not on the workm
farmers and Negro people, but on
the tndustrialists of the state.

We were ako led 'into an avoid-
ance of political struggle. Browder’s
statement that Roasevelt’ was niore
correct than we were in oppusing |
centralization of the war ‘économy,
boouse e.plhl oppoeed it; and hh
cauthp
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Marxizm nor on reality. . We:have|ern

amples of the dangerous extremes
to which we went.

-There are two points in the reso-
lution that I think need to be
strengthened. In the section deal-
ing with the prosecution of the war
against Japan, there should be a
clear and sharp call for the war
with Japan being developed as a
coalition war. This, like the ques-
glon of the second front, is a polit-
ical question primarily. That sec-
tion of American éapital that wants
an outright program of rampant
American imperialism is pushing the
war in the Pucifis as an ‘American’
war, not wanting the forces of
China, India, Burma and the Malay
States strengthened. The way in
wh_lch the war is fought will help
to determine thé dutcome of the
var, the number of American lives
spent and the development of de-
mocracy and fndepgndcnee for the
colonial peoples of Asia. It is from
this same group that the demand
for a.ne(ouated peace, a “Far East-
Munich,” comes. The other
point in the resolution that I think
needs to be strengthened is the
question of American-Soviet . rela-
tions. It will be around the fight
for this that will center the fight
for the realization of the perspec-
tive of “many generations of peace.”

In correcting our policy, and in all

future policy, we must avoid the
danger of going to extremes. In the
period of the struggle for the peo-
ple’s front, we neglected for a while
the necesxity of education for socisl-

ism. While our policy on this during
the war was correct, we must reject
Browder’s analysis that t.he question
of Soclalism must-not be Faised be-
cause the subjective factor of the
readiness of the people for socialism
is mmissing. It is precisely because
of this that we, the proponents of
soclalixmn for America, must eonduct
this education, to change this sub-
jective factor. Our education for
socialisme can be conducted .in such

Made Utopian Appeal to Capitalists

a way that lt will not interfere with
the national unity of the workers
and farmers for achieving peace and
Jobs.

The other extreme that we must
avoid is that of sectarianizm. I
have already heard one form of this
expressed in the following way: A
war with the Boviet Union is inevi-
table, since capitalism and socializm
cannot live (ogether pesceably;
pesce is impassible; a program of
60,000,000 jobs is unrealizable, etc.
This is no way to lead in a struggle
to win pesce jobs. The poasibility
for these exists. We would not have
helped to win them by spreading
fllusions that they were to be given
to us, but peither will be help to
win them by inearrectly stating that
they are impossible. That is defeat-
fam and fatallgn' The nation cen
win peace and jobs if correctly ‘led
by the working class.

The responsibility for these errors
is, 1 think, largely Browder's. He
elevated these mistakes into &
“theory” and ehginesred it. But the
responsibility also rests on those. of
us, including myself, who accepted
this * theory uncrlﬁal!y and who
then poeuded to upuy it a.nd ex-
tend it. The blind following of one
man and the dogmatic and undemo-
cratic' approach toward criticism
combined to allow the ideology of
the American bourgeokde to infil-
trate our thinking and actions.

In the South mistakes were made
although from the experience we

can salvage much on- which to fur-
ther develop our work. The resolu-

\f they fall we will know where
the responsibility rests may sound
logical in the abstract, but is dan-
gerous because it creates illusions
and leaves the masses unprepared
to meet their problems.

The whole policy of class peace
was based on the assumption that
collaboration with the Soviet Union,
the urge for foreign markets would
dictate a cooperative policy on the
part of big business toward labor
at home.

The experience of the world labor
movement were at variance witly
our perspectives. Extension of fore
eign trade in capitalist countries
prompted the bourgeoisie to give
concessions to & small section of the
more highly skilled workers, but thig
was always done at the expense of
the less akilled and unarganise, and
the workers of the more backward
countries. Collaboration with the
8oviet Union 13 no guarantee for
progressive internal policles. The
same week that the San Prancisco
charter was signed, the Military
Affairs Committee came out with a
viclous attack against the Commu-
nists.- Efforts are now being made
in Congress to revive the Dies witeh«
hunt under Rankin’s leadership.

The automobile carporations are
planning extensive trade with the
Soviet Union, but the Automotive
Council is also planning to reduce
the volume of production, increase
sales prices, so as to build up a .
vast army of unemployed to under-
mipe the living standards of the
workers and smash the wmion.

We must use all our influence to
strengthen friendly cooperation 'be-
tween our country, the Soviet Union
and other democratic nations. The
best guarantee for advancing such
relations 15 &' 'powerful labor mové-
ment and a Communist Party ‘i
position to influence the foreign and
domestic policies of the nation,

The National Committee resolu-
tion eonectly. sounds the 'danger
signal against the oconcerted " drive
of  the resttioharizs’ to shackle the
hbu- movement ' through the in-
troductian of the Ball-Hatch-Burten
bill in Congrpss, the  conspiracy to
unmervc.mmemuuonon
| reconversion

Pldtis ‘are ‘under way to crgnu
® wedge between veterans and ‘the
fabor’ moévement,: to. inflame race
prejudice. The. employers are cons
scimmly using reactionary AFL offi-
cers to instigate jurisdictional dis-
putes between APL and CIO to
discredit the labor movement and

» | allenate labor's allies. Our rosy post-

war perspectives weakened the
vigilance of the labor movement

tion, by the way, is not adequate in
dealing with the problems of the
8outh.

Out of this discussion, though, will
come greater clarity, greater Marx-
ist - understanding and greater
strength to accomplish our task of
leading the people for a program
of Peace, Security and Jobs, and in

our task of education for socialiam.
ALAN SHAW, Oklahoma.

I do not think it is fair to blame
Comrade Browder for all our past
“mistakes.” If mistakes they were—
which I very much doubt—we all
agreed to change our policy for the
duration of the war, which I think
was wise,

Browder. is a brilliant man. 1
han .dmh'ed his writings and
m ever since I became a
m of the My. 'And we htﬂ
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Doeﬁn’t Think Browder to Blame
For All Mistakes Made in Past

to me we achieved more pelitically
under his leadership than during
the whole history of the CP.

To change our methods does not
mean that we have to change our

principles; Lenin and Stalin did it
many times. Stalin still does. I like
to see things accomplished, not just

;hplown; along, worsbipping = a

I nhoull hate w see Earl Browder
leave ﬁo'm

iw.l.

imhhu with Browder. It ‘beestl

against such attacks and encouraged
complacency even on the part of
the Communists, from whom the
workers have learned # expect fore-
sight and leadership. \

Time and again Comrade Fostef -
called our attention to the urgepi
need of labor unity to meet th
postwar perfod. But our optimistid
outlook for peace(ul class relationg
caused us to underestimate the
danger of the split in labor's ranks,
The arbitrary dissolution of thé

1industrial and shop branches seri«

ously weakened the progressive
forces in the APL at a time when
thousands of new workers, free from
the reactionary craft ideology,
joined the APL and could have been
mobilized in a campaign for labor
unity.

The entire _membership is Iooun( >
toward our state and national con-
ventions in the expectation that we
will correct our political and or- -
nnlnw policies, strengthen the
 Jeadership by including some of our
best mass .workers from the shops
and trade unions. This will guar-




