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Vets Hoclc TrophJes: Hard Times �Ahead 
By Michael Singer 

. A German luger; binoculars 
that were used at the Remagen 
Bridge when the Yanks crossed
the Rhine; a French army pistol. 
Shockproof watches, waterproof 
watches; anti-magnetic watches. 
Water canteens; medals - dozens 
()f kinds. 

It was the same as after World 
War I. The pawnshops w e r e
crowded with Army supplies that
veterans dumped on hock count­
ers all over the city. The medals 
lost their glamor when the rent 
came around. The pistols wer.e 
better in cash than as souvenirs 
when the gas bill "was stuck under 
the door. Today, as in 1919, ex­
Gis make up the larger section
Of pawnshop customt>rs. 

At 97 Park Row the harassed­
loo)Qng man with the "ruptured 
duck" in his lapel _was telling the 
proprietor that it was a good pis­
tol, a very good one In fact .. " And 
I wanna cet rid of It, need the 
doqb. What do l do1" 
SMELLS DEPRESSION

The vet dldn't have a police li­
cense acknowledging ownership of
the luger and the ptoptjetor in­
formed him of the technicalities.
"Then come back," ·he told the
vet, "and we'll see." 

The pawnshop owner has been 
on that street for 45 years, "always 
In the same business." He's seen 
the World War I vet come in and 
now the World War n ex-GI.
"A,id the stuff hasn't chanred. 

They come in with their soavenln, 
the duff they plcbcl ap in Europe 
and Asia and they want to llel1 
them. Always they need money." 

He shook his head. ''IJke In
the last war, I ean smell a' depres­
sloa when soldiers be(ln selllng 
meclall." 

A few stores down the street, 
another vet was argulng with the 
clerk that the revolver was worth 
more than $20. "lt.'1 a terrific (1111, 
man," the soldier who had .fought 
in the Philippines �id, weeip 
aroand to my place and I'll show 
It to yoa." 

"If It's Uke yoa say I'll pay $%5,
no more," the clerk said. "Bat you
brinr Jt here ftnt." . 

At 148 Park Row, we were dis­
cussing present pawnsh()p condi­
tions and customers. "Those fel-

fast. You· know we ret two klncls 
of c111tomen: bone playen and 
drunks and people who really need 
money, like the municlPal work­
en." 

He tola us how the civil service 
employe, paid every two weeks, 
was always "in a hole." He gets
so little and "the cost of living is 

• � so hirh, be needs us for those few 
extra backs to pay the rent or 11. 
bill. And we help him out. He 
'lends' us his wateh, his camera,
anything useful and we lend him 
the dough, It's a square deal." 

-Dra�in« by Elli• 
lows," the chap behind the counter 
said, pointing across the street,
"aren•, pawnshops. They don't
have the 1ymbol-the three balls 
over the doerway." 

He was proud of the pawnshop 
tradition, "We do a 10, •f rood 
fer tile little peoPle," he asserted.
"No, vets don:t come In much but 
new they're berlnnlnr to unload 
their medals a�d runs on the 
traclhla' shops"-and he pointed 
to the ()ther stores. 

Goods are scarce �- this store 
which sells mostly optical Instru­
ments, binoculars and cameras. 
The counters were filled now with 
tools. . • 

• 

••war workers {lame In liere and 
sold their tools. when the plants
laid ,hem off." the man explained. 
"Lots of them needed the money .

There's the young fellow who 
rushed in one day, ripped off hls 
wristwatch, collected, rushed right 
back to the Motor Vehicle Bureau
to pay for his license and came 
back on his first pay day to re-
deem his watch. 
FIRST AID 

"He needed that license· to ret a 
job and he had no money for it," 
the man said. •we do good thinp 
like that." 

Along the sam}, El-cooled, cob­
bled-stoned street behind the
Municipal Building, the pawn­
brokers can tell the economic 
trends by, the customers that come
in. One· of the store clerks told 
us that "it's toarh to see people 
hock heirlooms, ancestral pieces 
that have been with ,be family.for 
g-enerations Jmt to meet ,he hJrh 
cost of Unnr. 

"They can't meet rlslnr prices
on their wares, so they hock 
watches, rinp, even old engage-

ment and wedding presents. Yeh, 
it's not just vets with lucen and 
medals we see nowadays.· A lot o_f 
ruys who -never w�nt to war are
pawning precious· ouvenin '°'­

It's us or the loan shark . They 
prefer us." 
PROUD PAWNSHOP 

Simpson's, the pawnshop too
proud to display the familiar three 
iron balls over the entrance, has
an air about it that reminds one
.of old English bookkeeping offices. 
Wire cages, high stools, musty air, 
clerks with high, stiff, celluloid 
collars and Adams apples bul�g 
from thin necks, a tiptoe manner
......and "clients who are all basl­
nessmeD, we rattly get Indigents," 
the clerk said. 

"Businessmen, you see, some­
times need flUlck cash to med 
paynlls or buy up a new stock of 
bard-to-get merchandise. 'l'hey 
come fu here. Everything's confi­
dential, above-board." 

Simpson's deals only with jew­
elry, diamonds and silv�rware "and 
we. don't 1et needy vets or the 
other kind who ,usually frCflaent · 
pawnshops." 

Along Sixth, Eighth and Third 
Avenues, the pawnbrokers all had 
a similar story. They aren't get­
ting or ·selling things that they 
didn't during the war, "exeept 
what the vets· bring in." 
• "And If .-,meone comes in for
electrical roods, radios or pres­
sure cooken, we just look at 'em 
and laa,h," one of them said. 

2 Labor Conventions --A Contrast 
By Rose Wortis 

Two national conventions of 
needle trades wor.kers took place • 
recently. They represent two 
distinct trends in the labor move­
ment. One union is led by Com­
muniats and the other by Social-
Democrats., 

The convention of the Interna­
tional Fur and Leather Workers 
Union, an organization with a 
membership of 110,000 workers 
and with Ccmmµnist leadership, 
was ignored by the capitalist "free 
press." The United Hat, Cap
and Millinery Workers, made up 
of 110me 4-0,000 workers with Sc­
cial-Democratic leadership, re­
ceived wide publicity. 

Both conventions met during a 
period of rreat crisis in the coun­
t.ry and the world. At home, im­
perialists had become drunk with
increased pcliUcal power ac­
cumulated during the war and

• . were developing a strike-breaking 
offensive against labor • with tl)e 
�id of .the Truman Adml.nlstla­
tlon. These same imperialists 
were conspiring to break up the 
areat alliance. of the Big Three

• which won the war apinst fas­
w dllll. They wanted • a -cl'Ullade 

ap.inst the Soviet Union and the 
' ---born democracies in Europe 

and Asia. 

and Insurance funds, ,uaranteed 
employment-these are some of
the achievements I 
UNBREAKABLE UNITY 

The greatest asset of the union, 
w h i c h made possible these
achievements, ls the unbrea�ble 
unity of the workers of all taces, 
all .. religlons and polltlcal l;>eliefs. 
This unity .was expressed in the 
co�position • of the �elega�the 
large number of Negro delegates; 

dent, and Pietro • Luccn°l, non.,. 
Ccrnmunist, as secretary-treas­
urer. It includes such men as 
Julius Berger, Samuel Butkowitz 
and Samuel Mindel, who are 
identified with the; so-called 
right wing, . It Includes 12 , sh()p 
workers,· three Negro workers,. 
Catholics, Jews, and Protestants. 
It I& truly representativ.e of the 
worker!! ·in the industry from the
South and 1rom the· North. 

Scuthern white .• delegates ' and HA'J: CON\'.�TION • 
Irish - Catholic worker� de1egates What a .different picture at the 
from New England. It was ex- convention of· the •.United· '.Hat, 
pressed in the high spirit and en- Cap 'and Millinery Workers! 
thusiasm throughout the conven- Instead. of unity, there was 
tion. Characteristic of the gen- clique combination' and • control. 
eral spirit of the convention was The whqJe atmosphere of th'e con� 
the speech of secretary-treasurer venttori reeked with bureaucracy. 
Pietro Lucchl, lfuown to represent It was ruled by three • inen: Alex 
the right-wing trend 1n the union. Rose, Sam Hershkovltz and · I. H.

There were· no groups or tac- Ocldberg. 
tions at the Fur and Leather The convention registerea· a 
Workers convention. On the plat- step back�ard in all qtlestlons re­
form and on the floor, in the .· lating • to Internal democracy· in
committees and in the general the union. The ceritet' of attack
executive board, co m m  u n l II t iwas Local 8 of New York and the 
workers ,and leaders, Social- Los Angeles· Lbcal, �hich ·are 
Democrats, left-wingers, right- u nde r progressive leadership.
wingers, workers who .were not These locals came to' the conven­
assoclated with any political • tk>n with a record of outstandln'g 
grouplnp, arid worter11 -0f di!- achievements In improving the 
ferent reijgiciUII beliefs worked in conditions of the workers and 
� for ·tbe·· common. wel-
fate of their union. 

On the crucial political issues
such as the Truman ·aatl-strik.e The test of any -�bor conven- legislation, the convention went tioD dul'ing such a period of 

lll&n1n and stress is how It meets into action at the opening ses-

THI! VITAL TEST . 

sion. On organiation of the c:rudal issues of Ule day, what South, where the campaign ls al-leedenhip It provides the work- ready In Jffllll'tm, the convention • • • • ,
en in the struggle to beat . back no� only worked out plans for the Bri,jala A.aaauu on /ew•

·the forces of reaetion and to. as- industry but pledged full support A.pei Hitkr'a Metlaoda 
sure greater liecurity and peace. 
• 'Ibe executive board of the In- to the CIO orpnizlng drive. 1'Aiitor, J?aily Worker: 

ternatlonal Pur and Leather The convention rave Its pledge American Jews read � with 
of full ftnancl&l and moral aup- • 1--Worken Union came to the con- . amuement that which ii go..._ on 
port t.q the PAC, emphaming in • · TeDtlon with a record of splendid in Palestine. Has Great Britain 
part1cu1ar the uraent need for t b achievements in war and in labor unity. It balled the world so soon forgotten the con ri u-

,-ce. Durlnl the war, the labor unit bolJled b � 
tlons of the Jewlah people to the 

union, under extreme provoca- World �=n of �ad! 
defeat of HiUer? Not since World 

t1ona of the employen, adhered to War I when the llrl� propliled 
lta no-strike pledse, At the Uolons. the Jew.. a homeland in Palestine 
ame time, the eoonom1c pin for WOKLD POUCIES baYe the Jewilh people received 
ibe 1Nll'ten was spectacular. The On international policies, the IIICJl •tmenk-� aiid ,-r­
lur 1Nll'kera achieved the hilhest conYmtion denounced the Im- ,ieau .of '.�t �- A84 this 
ataadudl in the hlator, of the perlaUlt Yenlmel of the Truman \IPder a �led Lab9r OOVero-
UDJon. Admlnlltrat.1111 UC1 called . fw meqt1 . 

'Ibe leather Industry, ior ID&l11 UDltJ of tbe BIi 'lbree on the Palestinian Jew munber AO,QOO 
JeU'I an open lbop Industry, bu llula of re&llllnl the dedlloaa and their performance u a people 
- ekJN to 100 percent or- ot Yalta • and Potsdam to root baa aitoi•Nled the world. The, 
...,,-ttoa alnce, lie afflJlatlion out fuallm 1111d lluDd a ,-ulDe • IIMe -.ltUthN -eooperatlvea .and 
wllb Ule .,_ Wll'ken. IDCnWI lJDKed- � C)rpnlNU. Wlor u$DI. TIie wbe1e .country 

,.._ 
� 

11 to •.• TIie � ea,eted �- Uae ..... �- � 11J1tem U.t .lMDJ 
•• I 31 ..... f - ....... t1ii1 ,.. ..... , .. ,, ... NIil .. toJml• • I ,..... • • ........ -----�.ll·t,ao--ter,:.&111 
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organizing the unorganl7.ed. 
The few progressive delegates 

to the convention were placed on 
the least important committees. 

The constitution was !\Mended 
to give locals the right to limit
union membership rights for
those who incur the wrath of the 
leadership. 
NO-STRIKE POLICY 

. Truman was characterized as 
carrying out the Roosevelt pro­
gram. Only the nationwide re­
volt of labor against Truman • 
forced , the leadership to support 
a resolution against the admin­
istration's anti-strike legislation. 
The report recommended a no­
strike policy for the union. It 
endorsed the discredited Liberal 
Party: • ' ,· 

'nle leaders and outside speak­
ers, David Dubinsky, Matthew 
Wdll • and LoUis Waldman, en­
gaged In an ()rgy of red-baiting
and fulminated against world
tralie union unity, joined with the 
oiher Social Democratic l��-­
in �inl the resolution on the 
World' Ped�tion • of Trade
Unions. 

_ At a time when the reaction­
ary pro-fascist forces in our 
country are developing a nation-

the Jewish people to the statua 
of a colonl&l people. 

The auault on Jewish life ii
a declaration of a curfew all over 
Palestine. It ii a pattern UNd 
by Hitler. Bow to pt rid of the 
Jewe, what meth<>da to uae in 
ex��inat.in1 them. 

P. SEGAL. 
* 

Gian, Fan Sen End 0/ 

Jimcrot1D A.id lo Team 
Manhattan. 

F.dltor, Daily Worker: 
All' I am, ot �J- Ualnp, an eter­

nal Giant fan, I am fftJ die&P­
.poln&ed In their "poor' lbowm, 
this .:,ear. It'• clear thClll8 "lluma" 
need new life and ao ID the Inter- • 
eat of Wter llueball and, more 
,Important, to eJIJnln&te wb1te IU-
·� pollon, --- nopea the 
ta11P1lp, t.o 1'111111 PHD41,L 

.•Cll! .nMiCIIOW lfOWI ii . , , 
- . A rnqrtL �-•

wide campaign against the Negro 
and the Jewish people, this con­
vention, whose leadership often 
parades as the spokesman for the 
Jewish people, had not a word
to say against tbe Rankins, Bil­
bes and other race haters who 
are pciscning the minds of the 
American people. 1he conven­
tion was too busy denouncing the 
Ccmn:iuntsts and the Soviet Ulfion 
to spare time to act against anti­
Semites and fB!!Clsts. 
FRANCO AIDED 

One of the most shameful pages 
in the history of the union was 
the rejection of the resolution to 
break relations with Franco 
Spain. The convention approved .
the evasive report of the Security 
Oouncll on this question. Here 
the �d Socialists lagged 
behind even William Green. 

While rejecting the appeal of 
a group of honest workers, for 
the restoration of their union
rights, of which they have been
geprlved for the, 17 ;rears because
of political differences with the 
lt!adenhip, the convention elected • 
to the. general executive board 
ooe Percy Ginsberg, who some
years ago during wage negotia­
tions with the employers in Chi• 
cago, deserted the union to be• 
come manager of the Employers 
Association and forced through a 
wage cut. 

Since . the convention, another 
union official, Mac Gross, the 
treasurer of Blockers Local No. 
42, accepted the post1 of executive 
director of the Eastern Headwear 
Auoclatlon. Gross, inspired by 
the example of Percy Ginsberg, la 
eyidently preparing himself for 
membership on the union's gen­
eral executiveo oard. The thou­
landl of P?Oil'essive work.era- in 
N(JW York and in every section o• 
the country have no voice in the 
leadership of the union. It only 

• helped to perpetuate the stiftlnt
clique control of the union. 

The Pur and Leaither Workers 
indicate the road labor must take 
if It I! to come forward u a 
united leading force in the peo­
ple'• atrunle for peace and ee­
curity. The United Hat, Cap and 
Millinery Workers convention 
brlnp sharply to our attention 
the ob&taelell which stand in the 

·way. 
Thia � eerloue problema be-

• fen die ..,lrera d the UDlaaa
_.,.. �-� 


