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,THf  COMMUNISTS, OIL  AIS'D WAR j-  T T T ^ri  - : ‘

r  KUM  Lilr  Jji :
WHAT  DOES 

IT  MEAN? B y H E R B E R T Z A M
.V

N o m atter how critica l one m ay 
have been of the com m un ist 
m ovem ent, no one cou ld ; possib ly  
have expected the com m un ist case 
to be so em pty and im princ ip led 
as it w as presen ted by E arl 
B row der at the debate betw een 
N orm an.T hom as and B row der in  
N ew Y ork . E ven g ran ting (as one 
o f the com m un ist papers c la im ed) 
that B row der deliberate ly i*e fused 
to m eet the po in ts T hom as ra ised 
beca\ise he did not w ant to 
“ sharpen’i.  the situation , the de­
fense of the present com m un ist 
s ituation m ust still be a little  
stronger and-m ore consisten t if  it  
is to be even taken seriou& ly .
A fter all, a m ovem ent w hich 
c la im s to be the vanguard o f the 
w orld p ro le taria t m ust have m ore 
to show in its favor than , sim p ly 
the desire to estab lish a im ited 
fron t! W e are no t C hristians, and 
bortherly love does no t m ake a 
very dram atic appeal.

S om e of B row 'der’s attem pts to 
show the d ifference betw een con i- 
m iu iism and , re fo rm ism w ere, 
rea lly lud icrous. T he S ov ie t U n ion’s con tinued
he dec lared believe in p ro le tarian sale o f o il to Ita ly  even after the 
d ic ta to rsh ip and .S ov ie t pow er, app lication o f sanctions. B row der 
the re ifo rm ists'do no t. T h is repeti- com plete ly justif ied the_^ S ov ie t 
tion .c jf anc ien t fo rm u las is abso- U n ion’s dec lara tion that on ly if  a ll 
lu te ly m ean ing less under presen t coun tries d iscon tinued sell-
c ircum stances, S ince w h^ ji do w e a lso d iscon tinue,
judge a' m ovem ent by a few B row -der exp la ined afs a c lev - 
ph rasos in its p rog ram ? D o w e no t ar use M the S ov iet U n ion 's in - 
rem em ber L en in’s w arn ing : “ H e ternatm nal pow er to com pel cap- 
w ’ho be lieves in w ords is an id io t?”  ttA list  coun tries to stop se lling o il

to Ita ly . W hat B row der and the 
R ussian leaders‘ fa il to see is the 
d i^ i'ed iting o f. the S ov iet U n ion as 
a resu lt o f its practice o f w hat 
looks to the in ternationa l w ork? 
ing c la^ as pure cap ita list d ip lo­
m acy .

lutkmists will have to u is ist that 
the United States^enter the roar 
oti the side of the Soviet Union! 
A nd natu ra lly , in such a w ar, it  
w ill  .be the du ty *  o f the w orkers to 
support the A m erican govern­
m ent w h ich is conducting a "p ro­
g ressive”  w ar!

S o a ll the charges o f chauv in­
ism 'revo lutionary S ocia lists have 
been d irec ting a t the C om m un ists 
are not m anufactu red . N ot on ly 
are 'w e to be asked to support.a ' 
w ar once it  is dec lared, w e are to 
go abou t agitating for a war w 'hen 
there is no w ar. A nd B row der 
w an ts the A m erican S ocia lists to 
belieye that after the A m erican 
cap ita lists, fo r the ir ow n im peria l­
is t in t^ -ests have en tered a w ar, 
som ehow or o ther w e w ill  be ab le 
to m aneuver them to partic ipate 
in  such a w ar on ly fo r the ibenefit 
o f the sov ie t'U n ion !

T he S ale o f O il
H ow the m inds o f those w ho de­

pend fo r their ideas upon the-S o- 
v ie t U n ion operate w as show n 
n ice ly in  B rqw der’s a ttem pt to de-

By David Paul B y T H E B Y ST A N D E R

W alter S eeley w as go ing hom e. T he facto ry \ 
em p loyes o f the concern in w hose o fdce he w orked 
as a petty execu tive W ’ere on strike^ T he em p loy­
ers in figh ting the strike had e lected to c lose the 
p lan t rather than em ploy scabs, in tend ing to . 
starve the strikers in to subm ission . In conse-’ i  
Q uence S ee'ley had been g iven tw o w eeks leave o f ' 
absence and he w as go ing hom e to the srnaU E lf i',  ; 
no is hom e o f h is ch ildhood . . . i

S u rp ris ing ly enough , although he had alw ays , 
considered h im self a libera l even back in h is O O l- ; 
lege days, S eeley’s sym path ies w ere no t w ltl^  the 
strikers. T he w orkers as a w ho le, he fe lt, w ere 
ungrate fu l. H e believed that A m erican w orkers 
ow ed a deb t to cap ita lism fo r the opportun ities It  
had created fo r them , fo r A m erica’s p rogress and 
advancem ent, o f w h ich they w ere the chelf bene­
fic iaries.

B u t he w as go ing hom e, to h is fa ther’s tow n 
w here the w orkers, em p loyes o f h is fa th^ 's door- 
hsm g.er_ if le t£ iry . w ere grate fu l -to r-thepriv ilege o f 
w ork ing . M ost o f them had w orked there fo r m any 
years, in lean days as w ell as p rosperous ones, and 
w ere fu lly  apprec ia tive o f the ir jobs.

Away from the Struggle '
A s the tax i w h ich w as carry ing h im to the ra il­

road station , sped tlu *ough the streets he saw nu­
m erous p ickets tram p ing to and fro in fron t -o f 
various sto jjes and shops. T hese signs o f str.ugg le 
irked- h im and he w as anx ious to be- aw ay from the 

‘ c ity aiid its constan t labor w ar,
A H H hrough h is Jong jou rney he though t abou t ? 

it. H ow he hated p icket signs and bannerS M thosel’ 
sym bo ls o f the w orkers’ constan t dem arids. H e 
never w an ted to see ano ther one.

L ate tire nex t m orn ing he w as in a cab In ' ‘  
M on tgom ery , speed ing tow ard h is fa ther’s house, 
w hen sudden ly he ordered the driver to stop , H e 
found h im self near h is fa ther’s fac to ry , and to h is 
am azem ent a huge p icket line w as-m arch ing around 
the bu ild ing . H e w as shocked and a little  hurt. 
H e cou ld see am ong the p ickets a num ber o f 
w ith w hom hd ha 'd ftm e to g rade schoo l. H e knew 
they had been w ork ing lo r h is fa ther fo r som e 

’l^.e S ov iet U n ion’s dependence years as had their fathers befo re them . H e 
upon a dec lra tion o f sanctions be- cou ldn 't understand it.
fo re it  stopped se lling w heat, coa l H e rushed up to h is fa ther’s o ff ice . T he p ickets, 
and o ther artic les, its con tinued som e o f them recogn iz ing h im , m ade w ay fo r h im . 
sa le o f o il.  even after the app lica- "P ather.”  he j  w as' ask ing breath lessly , ?^w hat 
tion o f sanctions, g ive the im pres- m ean? W hat do thoM m en dow nsta irs
S ion that the S ov ie t U n ion is w ill-  | w an t?”  
ing to do on ly the th ings A ha fc the 
cap ita lists do . It is no w onder

"T he cotiditioning of petty criminals with the 
whip, or some more scientific procedure, followed 
hy a short stay in the hospital, would probably 

^ suffice to insure order.. Those who have murdered, 
robbed while armed with automatic pistol or ma- 

; chine guns, kidnapped children, despoiled the poor 
-■ 'Of their savings, misled the^public in important 

matters, should be humanely and economically dis­
posed of in small euthansie institutions supplied 
with proper gases.'* '

S ounds like the pronouncem ent o f som e H itle r, 
g ro^ a little  m ore hum ane; o r like the u tterance 
o f a M usso lin i, g row n congous o f A he superio rity 
o f ch lo rine gas to casto r o il. I t  is a quo tation from  

.the w ritings o f a great physic ian , a N obel P rize 
w inner. It  is taken from ‘ ‘ M an , the U nknow Q ,”  by  
D r. A lex is C arre l, o f the R ockefe lle r Institu te."

S o far has\ th ;e fasc ist v irus com e! H ow m uch 
fu rther  ̂w ill  it  go? W hat w ill  be th^ effec t o f such 
teach ings, backed by the enorm ous p restige o f the 
m an , and by the w eigh t o f the R ockefe lle r m il ­
lions? , ' •

T he quo t'a tii on w ith  w h ich th is co lum n o i> ens is 
no t an . iso la ted o r acc iden ta l item . It  is the log ica l 
consequences o f a reasoned thesis. I t  is o ffered as an 
in tegra l-and 'im portan t part o f a p rogram fo r "T he 

..R e-M ak ing o f M an.”

The Degeneration of Man
M an^ in D r. C arre l’^ op in ion is degenerating . 

H e is, too m ateria listic— too rich . H e has fo rgo tten 
how to w ork ; he is so ft and flabby ; instead  o f b rav­
ing - the e lem ents in health fu l w ork in  the open a ir, 
he lives ou t h is life  in air-cond itioned , steam - 
heated , e lectric T gh ted o ff ices and apartm en ts. H e 
rides in heated cars— he never w alks! H e eats too 
m uch , o f denatu red foods. In p lace o f hard w ork  
he has pu t a th le tic sports.. H e has lost the capac ity 
to resist d iseases. H e foo ls h im self in the belie f 
that m ed ica l sc ience has pro longed life . H e is 
doom ed and dam ned to , the "dem n ition bow -' 
w ow s!”  [ - '

A nd the v illa ins o f the.p iece a^ libera lism , m a­
teria lism and dem ocracy . M ateria lism leads 
in to the m orasses o f m athem atical sc ience. I t  leads 
sc ien tists to th ink o f m an as a m ach ine— w hereas 
m an has a mu I! L ibera lism leads m en aw ay fj;om  
the ir- m o ther, the *churck. ^D em ocracy brings all 
dow n to the leve l o f the low est. A nd so , w e are 
s lid ing dow n fast to the fa te o f E gyp t, R om e and 
B aby lon !

O f course, it  w ou ld be hard to prove that lib ­
era lism and dem ocracy had any th ing to 'do w ith  
the ‘fa te o f these hoary em p ires. B u t w hy shou ld 
that rob D r. C arro ll o f h is rheto rica l c lim ax ,- and 
o f h is hobby-horse?

T he docto r has a rem edy , H e w ou ld set up a 
"cen ter”  (likc tthe R ockefe lle r Institu te?) of sc ien - 

. tistd < no t spec ia lists!) w ho w ou ld be sc ien tif ic d ic­
ta to rs, of- a sort. T h is "h igh counc il”  w ou ld live 

. the asthetic lives o f m onks, A ll  know ledge w ou ld 
be its fie ld , "D em ocratic ru lers, as w ell as d ic ta to rs 
cou ld rece ive from th is source o f sc ien tif ic tru th 
the in fo rm ation that they need in d |der to develop

B row der w ell know s that today , 
as in the patt. com e o f the w orst 
fo rm s o f oppo iA un ism in practice 
can cover them selves w ith revo lu­
tionary phrases, on paper. D id no t 
the tw o-and-a-ha lf In ternationa l 
inc lude belie f in  p ro le tarian d ic ta­
to rsh ip and S ov ie t pow er in its 
p rog ress? E ven K aiU sky and -H il-  
fe rd ing at one tim e pro fessed 
ag reem ent w ith these ideas. B u t 
the com m un ists today no m ore 
app ly a po licy consisten t w ith  th is 
be lie f than d id K au fcsky w hen he 
w as app liyng fo r adm ission to the 
C om in tern .

m en

"M oney , son ,”  rep lied n is rather from beh ind 
X ,. ^ , , ,, m uch chew ed cigar. "T hey say that I ’m no t
that the Y ipse is le ft the hall re- j pay ing them enough . T hey fo rget the h igh w ages 
ferring to B row der as O il j i  used to pay them a few 'years ago . T hey’ ve fo r- 

, ' , , X . V  !«ob tc-n .how I  kep t them on during the long lean '
I t  is und ispuvab le tn .-c n con-:y^.^ ..g j alm ost w en t broke. N ow that I 'm  do ing 

s.sten t S ocia list ^siiion on j m ak ing a little m oney they
m ustjnc lude- cr.tic^ of such ^an t m o to g ive it  to them .”

. 'T - "B u t. D ad . I  don’ t understand , m ost o f those
K ot;on o? the advocacy o f A m cr-• ^  j

.can pa ih .c .patlon in any T ar A nd ! they 've go t to u iiderstand .
yet _B .-C T C -.cv fees no_ ..noonc:-.tcncy ,.

Q u ito the;-!’  a un .,cd ..on . p re-1 ..jjc 't b< . foo lish ." h is la ther laughed . “ T hey
opposite . "W hen th? cruc ial m o-' ^ A ue o ., \;a ., i .^von’ t lis ten to you .”  *  ‘
m en t arrived th’c ir apt:an 'XtiS B u t helw en t dow n and w as sdon In ’ a corner
com p lete cap ituccL on ' In P rac-, Po l- ^

tice . In A u?tr:a ar.u S ra..-:, cn U :c ‘ ‘* '1 ' form er cla.ssm ates. H e tried ‘ ‘ reason ing”  w ith
o ther hand , tr.er^w c.-re 'o .;i £ r,c :T '.- j _ tium , try ing to get them to ".see the o ther side
is t P artie .s v .h ic lV  had rxover in - ^  and re- . ouestion"  . •
e luded belie f, in arm x l uprl::ng i to  reco-x iro such basic , d if- ^ ^  ̂ ^ on.
in the ir program . B ut w hen c‘ 'c ;t:iC i'es. to be re-
cruc ia l m om ent arrived and the'

P hrases and A ction 
A  g lance at the even ts o f re­

cen t years w all fu rther dem on- 
stra to the fu tility  o f judg ing a 
m ovem ent by a coup le o f phrases 
.in its prog i-am . T he com m un ists 
had fo r years been ta lk ing abo tit 
p ro le tarian dicta to rsh ip ,’ S ov ie t 
pow er, and arm ed upris ing . B ut 
w as the ir ac‘..ion in G erm any con­
sisten t w ith such ta lk?

B row d er.

ac

a civ iliza tion rea lly su itab le to m an.”  T he group 
w ou ld be sm all " like  the S uprem e C ourt,”  bu t se lf- 
perpetuating . N o dem ocratic .e lections fo r the doc­
to r! It w ou ld have pow er. " 'W hy segregate peop le  
ill  w ith in fections, and ' 7 io f those who propogatc 
intellectual and moral'inaladies. It  w ou ld use fo rce, 
If  need be, to en fo rce its degrees. C iv iliza tion , as 
defined by D r. C arro ll, m ust be jam m ed dow n m an’ s 

, ‘ th roat, w illy -n illy .

(‘ Joins the Line
T he listened to h im patien tly and w hen he had 

fin ished , they bc^an . H e heard a long rec ita l o f 
the ir w oes. H e learned abou t the v ic ious speed-up , 
the b itterness of try ing to support a fam ily on 
$12 .00 a w eek w h ile the facto ry paid increased 
d iv idends to its stockho lders. W hen he ‘m en tioned 
the lean years he w as to ld abou t the stagger system 
and tw o days w ork a .w eek . H e heard abou t the 
f ir ing  o f un ion organ izers, and abou t the lock -ou t, 
the em ploym ent of scabs, and thugs w ho 'beat 
str ikers.

W hen they had le ft h im he stood there fo r- a 
m om ent in a daze. H is m ind in a w h irl, h is w ho le  
w orld o f ideas w as crashed abou t h im .

W hose “ N en- I-inc ”
E ven on the m ore favorab le ?i.« -

Who Is The Fascist?
I t takes no pro found know ledge of po litics to 

rea lize that once again the shoem aker has no t 
stuck to h is last. P o litica lly speak ing , D r. C xV rrcrs 
sc ien tif ic fasc ism is nonsense. It has as m uch 

^^cfiance o f adop tion as the p rogram of the S even th 
D dy A dven tists, w ith w h ich it has m uch in com - 
m ejn ! In ano ther sense, how ever, it is very im por­
tan t. T he danger lies in the possib ility that K is 
tenon ing , o r som eth ing like it, w ill  be used to w in  
the "sc ientif ic elite ,”  the pro fessiona ls, and , even 
the better paid w h ite co llar slaves to fasc ism . It  
w as • F rederic R . C oudert w ho prov ided the " im ­
pu lse rcspb^ ib le fo r th is book .”  Is it M r; C oudert 
w ho is the fasc ist beh ind the vvoodp ik? A nd is D r. 
C arre l m ere ly h is stooge?

W e shallv never know . B u t w e do see the m enac­
ing fasc ist tide ris ing , on a ll side.s A nd w e know 
w hat m uslibe done to stop jt.

{in terests of . the pro le taria t de­
m anded arm ed resistance 'to reac­
tion . these parties w ere found atjP ects o f  the C om in tern’s ne^v lino  
the head o f the w orkers. . B row der le ft a cloud of doub t.

If  such a situation cou ld devel- T hom as w an ted to know w hether 
op at a tim e w hen the com m un- the new line is rea lly a new line 
ists w ere still sho iu ing a’»u t cr just a tem porary m orato rium .
"p ro le tarian revo lu tion ,” how B row der no t on ly refused to an- 
m uch m ore probab le is it tod-vy , sw ,er, he even «-fused to acknow l- 
w hen the com m un ists have fo r- edge the fietvncss o f the line. H e 
go tten all abou t ^ re jo lu tion and con ten ted h im .ee lf w ith m ak ing 
are concen tra ting bn defending facetious^rem arks abou t "T hom as’ 
dem ocracy against fascism and new line”  w h ich m ay or m ay no t 
supporting cap ita list'governm ents have been funny . T h is is one of fron t o f the p lan t he saw the m assed p icket
in good w ars? the w orst m an ifesta tions o f the line ra lly ing fo r ano ther m arch around the p lan t.

N atu ra lly no such diseu-S T ibn unprinc ip le tlness of the C om in - T hey w ere sing ing now ,* 
cou ld take p lace w ithou t an a ir- tern . . “ O n , toe line, on the line, on the p icket line,”
ung o f the C om m un ists’ new posi- In ' s.p ite o f the poor case B row - they s*ng , .and b itter tears cam e to h is eyes, 
tion on w ar O n th is po in t, no one der presented , the debate w as o f T hen su jdden ly he found Jiim self runn ing , run - 
can accuse B row der of hav ing great va lue. I t  rca liy dem onstra ted n ing tow ard the head o f the iinev O n the w ay he 
been equ ivoca l. S!iou!d the Soviet to skep tical com rades that the snatched a sign from a boy’s hand . A nd then 
Union, he declared, be attacked presen t com m untst position is un- he ,w as. m arch ing w ith them '"sing ing w ith them , 
by Japan and Germany, it would ue-ftndaK e, and that no sa lvation joyoasly , . '

' be treasoit to advocate n'idr-ahty; can be looked fo r fron j, that d i-.l A nd the banner in  h is hand read ; "W e w an t tb "  
' /o r tAc United States. The revo- rtetio r.. ' i_eat, too . M r. S eeley."

I-

McAlUter Coleman, v'ho usually writes on this 
Page, caught a bad cold at the Columbia-Dart- 
niouth game last week-etvj. He mil he bod: Kith 
us next Keck.




