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COMMUNIST FRANKNESS ON WAR
. By HERBERT ZAM

This column hereby extends a- vote of thanks to Mike
(vold, Daily Worker columni- ¥,

‘munists to war. In the isspe |

ocialism

for his very frank statement

" devoted entirely to ensivering the
arguments .of "Mr, Zam"”. In the

same issue, incidentally, there ap- [

peared the first of a series of
articles “rebukirig” Norman
Thomas because hi'dared criticizg,
. -the sale of oll by the Soviet Union
to Italy for use against the Ethio-
pians, BEvidenily these Issues can't’
be gotter around. Mike Cold de-~
clares: . S
“But, if fascist Germany and

Union Mr, Zam wants American

‘to adopt the neutral policy of
the Borahs, Hears
Sterns, . _ .

“Wiil they do it? Anyone who
went fthrough the last World
"War simply knows - fhai . So=-
cialists won't,© T

“If the line-up is such, they
will fight in the American army,
if it is allied {o the Soviet
Union.” (Emphasis mine—H.Z.)

So the charge we made is not

ts and J, David

a "Trotskyite slander.” From thelq

pen of Mike Gold, we now have
the admission that commmunists|
. will support & war conducted byj

Jtariat, In answer to our criticism

declares:

they. have in the Soviet Union.| ar

« \pitalist government which is
ca ying on an imperialist war.
Wwe recall the last war very.
well, But we do not recall Lenin
and Trotsky, the leaders of the
Soviet Government, advising the
-American workers to “fight in the
Amsrican 'srmy” after November
1917, when' ‘the American army |
whs  (apparently) fighting on the
side of the Soviet Union,
*The communists have constahts |-
ly been parading as the super-
friends of the Soviet Union, as. its
only friends, in fact, They are
the only .nes, they «lann, who
have falth in. the Suviet Union.}-
Now let us see how much faith
they really have in the Soviet
Union, in the international proli-

of the Franco-Soviet pact, Golki|™

“Mr, Zam wants the Soviet
Union. fo refuse .allies jamong
the iImperialists, IX{ should be
pure and isolated, -evidently;
commit a glorious suicide.” (My
mphasis—H.Z.) '

This is the extent of the faith|er

A

- . American capitalists, if the Unlted

_, democracy” the

~‘are mok In our ranks, ¢ period” was such a dangerous one
ists i dopted th :
Seclalists who In 1917 adecziarg.tioﬁ for the Soviet Union—it tended

I

! governmeni declares war, it will

States happens to be on the same
"~ slde as the Soviet Union in that
WAar, =

‘ Not ¥or Socialists
- Gold may speak for communists,
but when he presumes to speak
for the Socialists, he is taking a
Hitle too much for granted, Those
“gocialists” for whom  he can
spebk, those who in| 1917 were
willing to support a “war . for
Spargos, the
“ “Wallings, the Bohns, the Stokes,
But those

4.

ringing St. Louis
against the war will again show
that they caunot be manouvred
into supporting -an imperialist

" war, no matier under what pre-
text it is being fought,

If Gold thinks he can frighten|®

anyone into the communist camp
by shouting ~-that we are allies of
Borah, Hearst, elc., he is mightily

If it doesh’t make alliahices among|
the imperialists, then it is com~ |
mitting a glorious suicide. If the| .,
Soviet Unign depends on the in
ternational working class move-
ment instead of on the imperialists,
is thaf, committing suicide? We
see things g little differently. We
helieve that the road to suicide is
precisely the one Gold and hisj
friends want the Sovief Union to st
follow. The Soviet Union must a
rely on salliances, not with im-
perialists, but with international
labbr: That is why the “third

h
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T
to destioy the bond between the f’il
Seviet Union and the world labor | .
fnovement, Now a similar danger
threatens, this time from the ex-
treme right, rather than from the
extreme left, A poliey which is
orientated toward imperialist al-
liances rather than toward labor
alliances. js bound to isolate the
Soviet Union once more from the

ti
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~ the sympsathy of the workers will

© Revolution

mistaken, - This effort will be as
fruitless as the “social fascist” era|
was, .

cofsclous worker will be neutral
a8 between the Soviet Union and
an impeualist country, any more
than we are neutral as between
Ethiopia and IEsEist Italy,  But

have to be expressed through the
independent action of the labor
movement < demonsiralions,
strikes, coliections of money—not
» through solidarity with the Amer-
ican capitalist government, notf
through, “fighting in the American
army” voluntarily. As workers
we -are. not neufral and our par-
slality will be expressed. Bub
kunowing that if the American

. only be in the inferests-of Amecr.-
. jean imperialism, we will fight
‘ against any such declaration, « .
Neo Difference to Gold

Gold has the colossal gall lo
draw & parallel betweern his pres-
eént position and the action. of;
Sociakists who, af.er the Bussian
fried 1o ovvaniee
sroup (o fight in thedBed Army
g the s:de-of the Sovie - Union.

world)s tollers.
friends, who think they are
Of course no Socialist, no class- | ing the Soviet Undon-a’great fayor,
are in fact doing i
of disfavors.

we are presented with. an . object
lesson of the folly of depending

Gold and his|
o- |

the sreatest|

An Object Lesson
Right now,b efore our very eyes,

upon imperialists for sofely, for
preserving peace, or for protecting
the small countries againsgt im-
perialist aggression, The *friends”
of Ethiopia, ¥rench and  British
imperialismi, have cooked up as
pretlty a deal as has ever bcen
witnessed, aimed at dismiembering
Ethiopia and turning half of it
over to fascist Ifaly, But it is not
only France and England which
will be held responsible for this
deal, It is all who solidarized
themselves with the imperialist}.
policy of sanctions by capitadisti:
governMCIR i PRI IpPeriat- |
ist aggression; i
Is it not eyident mow that we
who would have nothins ta do
with (he polipies of Butisa nnd
Frenelit impegtalisny, whe sefiioed

e
to solidurive outselves witly theidr
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artions, whoe mainiained thad they !

e stes no differelice belween
voiuntarily fishtine in o xorkers';
sy, and voluntaridy oy an
A Capifalist army; beineen wup-d
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conld . never  proteet  Erhiopiad
weantnt” Ttalaad aepesaaion who!
foresaw litet o~ at a fovorabled
momen: they womd thvee Frivo-d
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