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THE ANSWER TO JOHNSON’S SLANDER
W or ld  S oc ia lism
T H E  IN D IA N  S O C IA L IS T  P A R T Y
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T h e B r itish  N ew L ead er ca iT ies an in te resting rep o rt  on  

th e ac tiv ities o f th e In d ian  S oc ia iis t P a r ty , as re la ted b y  its  

secre tary , R . M asan i, w h o a tten d ed th e m eetin g o f th e In ­

te rn a tion a l  B u reau fo r  R evo lu tion a ry S oc ia lis t U n ity  as an  

ob server.
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A cco rd in g to M asan i, th e id ea o f a S oc ia lis t P a r ty  w as

i» o rn in  ja i l  in 1 9 3 2 , w h en Jaw a-* ------ =- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
- -d tts rr ia l N eh ru , M asan i an d , h u n­

d red s o f o th e rs w ere im p r iso n ed  
fo r f ig h ^^ a t'ag a ins t B i« it ish im p e r­
ia l ism , b u t- it w as. n o t u n til 1 9 3 4 
th a t th e P a rty co u ld b e fo rm ed .
I t  h as* m ad e rap id p ro g ress , an d 
n o w h as o rg an izatio n s in  1 7 o u t o f 
2 0 p ro v inces . In co n trast to th e 
C o m m u n is t P a rty , w h o se n ih il is t 

'A tt itu d e o n th e n a tio n a l q u es tio n  
led f t to a ttack th e In d ian N a­
tio n a l C o n g ress, th e S o c ia l is t P a rty 
w o rk s w ith th e co n g ress . It  co n­
tro ls th ree p ro v in c ia l o rg an iza tio n s 
o f  th e co n fess an d h as ab o u t o n e - 
th ird o f th e m em b e i*  ̂
t io n a l co m m ittee .

:m
u n lik e ly th a t th e B u lk  o f th e C P O 
fo l lo w e rs-a re n o w in th e In d ian 
S o c ia l ist P a rty . A lread y th e IS P 
h as w o n f if irst  p lace in  th e lab o r 
m o v em en t, an d if  it co n tin u es 
a lo n g th e p ro g ram o u tlin ed b y 
M asan i, i t  is b o u n d to m ak e g rea t 
h ead w ay .
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T h is lin e o f N ew Y ork  job less, som etim es e igh t b lock s lon g , w as th e an sw er to  
G en era l H u gh (S tr ik eb reak er ) Joh n son’ s sta tem en ts th a t job less m u st b e fo rced to  
w ork . M eanw h ile , organ ized lab o r, a lon g w ith  job less u n ion s, is lay in g  th e g rou nd ­
w o rk  fo r  a con cer ted f igh t  aga inst th e R ooseve lt " coo lie -w age”  sca le.

T H E  A U S T R IA N  
U N IT E D  F R O N T

T h e i l leg a l m o n th ly o rg an o f  th e 

A u s trian S o c ia l is ts , "R ev o lu tio n ,"  

ca iT les a len g th y rep o rt o n th e d e­

c is io n s o f th e R ev o lu tio n a ry S o­

c ia l is ts w ith reg a rd to fu rthe r 

u n ited fro n t ac tiv itie s . A cco rd in g 

to th is rep o rt, th e fo llo w in g w il l  

b e th e l in e o f th e S o c ia l is ts o n th e 

u n ited fro n t:;

1 . T h e p e rm an e iit "u n ited co m­

m ittees”  w h ich w ere , seem in g ly 

su p e r-p a rty b o d ies a re to b e l iq u i­

d a ted s in ce th ey ten d ed to b eco m e

Letters Of A Socialist To His Son—VIIIh a -

By David P. Berenberg
This is the last^t a series of articles bp David P. Bernberg, a member of The CALL Editorial Board 

and an editor of the American Socktlist Quartei'ly. .

A sk s S trik e A g a in s t W ar 

.A  reso lu tio n fo r a g en e ra l s trik e 

ag a in st w a r, in tro d u ced b y th e IS P 

in  th e w o rk ing co m m ittee o f th e 

co n g ress w as d e fea ted , 2 3 -1 9 ., b u t 

. th e co m rad es ex p ec t to ca rry th is 

reso lu tio n a t th e n ex t reg u la r co n - 

f ie ss .

T h e S o c ia l is t P a rty is v e ry ac­

t iv e in  th e trad e u n io n s , an d h as 

d o m in a tin g. in f lu en ce in th e A ll ­

o d ia T rad e U n io n C o n g ress, 

w h ich h as so m e 8 0 ,0 0 0 m em b er-  

ah lp . ch re T rad e U n io n F ed e ra­
t io n h as so m e 1 2 0 ,0 0 0 m em b ers .) 
T h e co m m u n is ts recen tly liq u i ­
d a ted th e ir u n io ns an d jo in ed th e 
T U C . A  u n ited -f ro n t b e tw een th e 

'IS P an d th e C P iL Jio w  in  o p e ra­
t io n .

tJ?A t/w e sh a ll b e tak in g *  is th e p rod u ct  o f la ­

b or . L ab o r  w ill  on ly b e tak in g  b ack its ow n . 

N atu ra lly ,  th e m idd le c lasses w ill  fea r  tha t  

i f  cap ita l is con fisca ted , th ey w ill  b e w iped  

ou t, too . T h ey h ave b een w ip ed ou t. T h e . 

m idd le c lass lost its w ea lth in  th e d ep ression

D ea r K a r l,

y ou ask n ow “ H ow  d o S oc ia lists p x ’ op ose 
*  to ,ga in con tro l over cap ita lis t p rop er ty? .

D o th ey in ten d  to  p u rch ase it?  O r  to  con fis­

ca te it? O r  is th ere an y o th er m ethod b y  

w h ich  p r iva te ly -ow n ed cap ita l can b e trau s-  
fen -ed to soc ia l ow n ersH ip ?”  B.nA w ill  n ever get it  b ack . T h e p ersona l

T h ere is n o t en ou gh m on ey to p u rch ase p roper ty ,  th e com fo rts , th e fu rn itu re ,  th e 

aU th e p rod u c tive-p T op m y '  th a t w iU  b e b ook s, th e b r ic -a -b rac , th a t  th e m id d le c lass 

n eed ed b y th e W ork er 's  D em ocracy . R e- h as accu m u la ted— th ey n eed n o t fea r th a t  

m em b er, an in du str ia l  soc ie ty n eed s, n o t a a W ork era '  D em ocracy w ill  take th ese. T h e ir  

few h ou ses or  a few au tom ob iles, b u t th e sav ings b an k accou n ts, an d th e ir  In su ran ce 

m ach in ery tb a t p rod u ces these th in gs, th e p o lic ies, th e ir  few (m ostly w o r th less) stocks 

m ines an d sm elte rs, th e lan 'd  an d its p rod - an d b on d s, th ese m ay go b y th e b oa rd  w ith  

n ets, th e ra ilroad s  an d th e steam sh ip lines, th e rest o f p rod u ctive p rop erty -b u t  in  re- 

th e teleph on e, te leg rap h an d rad io  system s.

I f  w e sh ou ld try  to p u rcj iase th ese w ith  

b on d s, w e sh ou ld n ever b e ab le to p ay th e
face va lue o f th e b on d s. A t  b est, w e w ou ld  M O R E E X P L O IT A T IO N

h ave to can cel th e b on d s in  th e fu tu re;  o r  con fisca te P R O D U C T IV E  p rop er ­
ty . W e sh a ll p u t to w ork  as techn ic ians.

a th ird p o litica l cen ter . A ll  u n ited 

f ro n t ac tiv it ie s a re to b e co n d u c ted  
d irec tly b y th e tw o p a rties, th e 
trad e u n io n s , an d th e S ch u tzb u n d 
an d a re to 1m o rg an ized as o cca­
s io n req u h 'e , n o t o n a “ ca len d a r" 
b as is.'

C a rry O n D iscu ss io n

2 . T h e S o c ia l is ts a re w il lin g  to 
ca rry o n jo in t f r ien d ly d iscu ss io n s 
in  o rd e r to c lar ify a ll q u es tio n s 
b e fo re th e w o rk in g c lass . T h ey re­
p u d ia te th e m u d -s lin g in g w h ich 
h as m ark ed co m m u n is t cam p a ig n 
u n ti l recen tly in  th e ir c r it ic ism o f 
th e S o c ia l is t P a rty .

3 . T h e S o c ia lis ts co n s id e r th e 
es tab lish m en t o f a u n ited rev o lu ­
t io n a ry p a rty in  A u str ia o f p a ra­
m o u n t im p o rtan ce , an d reco g n ize 
u n ited fro n t ac tiv it ie s as b u t a  
l im ited s tep in  th a t d irec tio n . T h e  
c rea tio n o f su ch a p a rty is a m o re 
b as io n eed in ^  th e s tru g g le ag k in s t 
fasc ism th an th is o r th a t in d iv id ­
u a l ac tio n - T h e R ev o lu tio n a ry S o­
c ia l is ts , h o w ev e r, n o m a tte r w h a t 
d iffe ren ces th ey m ay h av e o n in - ' 
te rn a l p a rty m a tte rs , a re in  ag ree­
m en t th a t th ey can n o t w o rk in ­
s id e th ? C o m m u n is t In te rn a tio n a l.

D if fe ren t P ro b lem s

M asan i p o in ted o u t th a t th e In ­
d ian S o c ia l is ts h av e d if fe ren t 
p rob lem s th an th o se fac in g S o c la l-  

in  in d u str ia l co u n tr ies . In  a  
p o p u la tio n o f m o i-e th an 3 0 0 m il ­
l ion s. th e re a re o n ly fo u r m ill io n  
In d u s tr ia l w o rke rs . T h e ach iev e ­
m en t o f S o c Ia liK n th e refo re re­
q u ires th e ..su p p o rt o f th e p easan ts 
an d o f th 6 lo w er m id d le c lass . 
T h e se m aS ses a re an ti- im p e r ia l­
is tic b u t n o t y e t S o c ia l is t.

T h e In d ian ' S o c ia lis t P a rty h as 
n o In tern a tio n a l afflU a tlo n . It  
s tand s fo r rev o lu tio n a ry u n ity an d 
i ts p ro g ram m ay b e d escr ib ed as 
th a t o f rev o lu tio n a ry S o c ia l ism .

R e fe rrin g to th e n ew “ co n s titu -

tu rn  th e ir  s tak e in  th e W ork ers ’ D em ocracy 

w ill  h ave in f in ite ly  g rea ter va lu e th an w h a t

p ay b ack , as h as b een p rop osed , on ly th e
face va lu e, in  tw en ty o r  th ir ty  yea rs, w ith '  organ izers, m an agere , th ose am on g th e cap ^ -

ita lis ts W 'h o  a re read y to take th eir  p laces 

i l l  th e W ork ers ’  D em cd racy . W e sh a ll fo rb id
n o in te rest. T b a t w ou ld b e con fisca tion , 

p ostp on ed fo r  tw en ty o r  th ir ty  yea rs.
In  som e cases w e m ay h ave to d o th is. In organ izin g o f p r iva te  In d u stry .  W e sh a ll 

o th ers w e m ay h ave to con fisca te ou tr igh t, n ever aga in p em iit th e exp lo ita tion o f on e 

D oes th is h o r r ify  you ? I t  sh ou ld n o t. T h ere '^ 3 ' ’ an o th er . .
W h a f w 'ages sh a ll in du stry  p ay? F or  aT 1 is ce r- _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

ta in ly  n o t m ore sacred th an h u m an life . W e tim e, u n eq u a l w ages— D u tT io -B iaB r :Sh aU -haxa—

less tlian  a d ecen t liv in g  w age. In  th e en d ,

' w e favo r  eq u a l w ages fo r  a ll.

W h a t in cen tive sh a ll m en h ave to w ork ?

t lo n " fo r In d ia , M asan i d ec la red ; T h e “P eo p le’ s " F ro n t 

4 . T h e S o c ia l is ts w il l  d iscu ss th e 
co m m u n is t p ro p osa l to se t u p a 
"P eo p le 's F ro n t" in A u stria . In  

-v iew , h o w ev e r, -o f th e fac t_ th a t _  
su ch a p eo p le 's 'f ro n t can h av e n o 
o th e r o b jec tiv e th an th e re -es tah - 
l ish m en t o f d em o c racy , th e R ev­
o lu tio n a ry S o c ia l is ts w il l  b e v e ry 
cau tio n s ab o u t ag ree in g to it.  T h ey 
h av e n o I l lu s io n s ab o u t th e p o ss l-

n rb“  M u ln rea ^ reu ch“ » n s !d - fo ro ied a g rea t p a rt o f th e f lu id  cap ita l 

e ra tio n s as S o v ie t fo re ig n p o lic y o f th o se d ay s . W ith o u t it th e cap ita l is ts

w h ich affec t th e co m m u n is ts* m ig h t n ev e r h av e w o n o v e r th e feu d a l lo rd s . T O t\ie w o rk e r w e say as K arl M arx d id
p i'O D osals A  — .f

T h e "R ev o lu tio n”  fu rth e r d e - T h e cap ita l is t n a tio n s h ave “ co n lisca ted”  . n ea r ly o n e h u n d i-ed y ea rs ag cH -“ W o rk e i-3

scr ib es th e con so lid a tion an d m in es, o il a reas, trad e rou tes an d w h o le o f th e w o r ld  u n ite you h ave n o th ing  to lose
a?y & S sT p °a rty  H ^ p o in teT O t  '= ° ' ’ « " e ‘ 'ts . I ta ly  is on th e p o in t o f “ con fis- you r  ch a in s-you h ave a w or ld  to ga in ."  

th a t in  th e flrs t  p eriod a fte r th e ea tin g "  A b yssin ia . L e t  u s n o t b e too g rea tly . L e t u s crea te a w or ld  in  w h ich th e w ork er
F eb ru a ry d ay s , th e com m un ists im p ressed w ith  th e can t, th e h yp ocr icy , th e sh a ll rece ive th e fu ll  va lu e o f w h a t h e m ak es:

S S f an d” sy te 'M n U n T O lly  sm ooth n ess o f th ose w h o sh ou t in  w h ich n o m an slia il live o n th e

ab ou t “ S o c ia l is t rem n an ts" . T h e ir " co i if isca tio u " w h en , th e w o rk e i’s ca ll fo r  an o th e r; in w h ich th ere sh a ll b e true '  u ^ rT " *

ta c tic w as .d irec ted to w a rd ab so rb - h igh taxes on in com es an d In h er itan ces; n ity  in  lab o r, b ecau se th e s tig m a o f s lav e ry

sccn ,* 'l iow evS rthaM iie 's!x ;lM M  S oc ia lis ts say th a t w h en th e t im e  sh a ll b e rem oved from  it ._  .

P arty , h av in g ad ap ted itse lf to co m es t l iey  w ill  co n f isca te , i f  n eed b e, th e L e t U S en d th e lon ff'K is to ry  o f

{ la r ty  o f th e A u str ian  p ro le ta r ia t.  *  .W ork ers D tm octacy , A il

“ T h e In d ian S o cia lis t P a rty 
h as re jec ted th e n ew "can s titu - 
t io n " fo r In d ia p assed b y th e 
B r it ish P a r l iam en t, an d h as 
c id ed to d o a ll in  its p o w er to 
res is t i ts o p e ra tio n ." .

th ink  n o th in g o f con fisca tin g m en— d ra ft ­

in g , w e ca ll it — in  t im e o f w a r .

----- C A P lT A L IS T -d iC O N F IS C A T IO N "

J t  is w e ll to ,.re rn em b erJd ia t, A L L  cap ita l is 

th e resu lt o f age-o ld con fisca tion , C or tez

H e w h o d oes n o t w o rk ,  n e ith er sh a ll h e-eab - 

W h at In cen tlvs sh a ll m en h ave to d o th e ir
C h a n g e s In  In d ia b est w ork ?  T h e p ra ise an d resp ec t,Q f the ir

an d P lzza iT o d id  n o t h esita te to  " con fisca te"  ,, „  
th e go ld o f th e In cas an d th e A ztecs. T h a t  “ -‘ is t ’s an d sc ien tis t’s love

o f gq od w o rk .

T h e rep o rt is v e ry in te res tin g 
as sh o w in g th e ch an g es w h ich 
h av e tak en p lace in In d ia . F o r 
m an y J 'ea rs , th e C o m m u n is t P a rty 
W as th e o n ly S o c ia l is t o rg an iza­
t io n In ex is ten ce , b u t w ith th e 
" th ird . p e r io d ," th e co m m u n is t 
m o v em en t w en t to p ieces. I t  lo s t 

' I ts in f lu en ce in  th e T U C an d sp lit , 
se ttin g u p its o w n "cen ter” . M . M . 

. B o y . th e fo u n d e r o f In d ian co m - 
m u n ism an d o u ts tan d in g lead e r, 

I w as ex p e lled b ecau se h e re fu sed to 
I su b sc r ib e to th e sen se less p o lic ies 
; o f th e C o m in u b i. H e th e reu p o n 
I o rg an ized th e C o m m u n is t P arty 
|. (O p p o sit ion ) .
I T h e C P O m o v em en t g a in ed co n - 
■ s ld e rab le in f lu en ce , b u t th e a rrest 

an d Im p riso n m en t o f R o y d ea lt it  
A  sev e re b lo w . Its m eag er m a te­
r ia l su p p o rt fu rth e r jn iU ta ted  
* j# in s r t i ts ex p an s io n . I t  is n o t

L E T U S E N D S L A V E R Y
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