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A ‘REALISTIC’C WAR PROGRAM

ERT ZAM

HE Bauer—Dan—Zyromski thesis on war certainly contains
a 'mass of thought-provoking material for all revolution-
lsts. It further represents a real effort to pose the problems
;. which Socialists may be confronted with in the near future.

For this reason it desetrves the most serious consideration,
regardless of the agreements or disagreements we may have

‘with specific sections of'it.
The thesis poses the ideas that
should the proletariat be unsuc-

L

ineident. They have no more in-

terest in defending the Soviet|
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- cessful in .its eifforts to prevent

.war it will be necessary to utilize

" the war for the purpose of over-

throwing the capitalist system and.

~ establishing a workers’ govern-

ment, This certainly is a generali-
zation which by Itself we can all

 agree with, To state this general-

ization, however, and then to lay

‘ down a ling for action during the
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-war which completely vitiafes this
intention is the worst form of
self-deception., The readers of
tThe CALL know that the Com-
munist International also still
pays lip servile to this phrase, but
thaf specifically the course of ac-

" tion the Comintern proposes in

case ‘of a war In whirh the Soviet

Union should be involved is di-
" pectly in contradletion to ihis
© stated aim, In faol, this is the
“‘new problem which has been

raised in the International So-

‘. clalist movement” in connection

with. war, and consequently, &

_'thesis which aims to provide a

" gourse of action for Socialists
" must make that course of action

eonsistenb with {ts aims,
W - Same Errors.
" Unfortunately, we find in the

: »1!auer-Dan-Zy10mski thesis those

errors which we have recently’

- griticized In the Communist In-

sernational attitude on war, The
mere fact, of course, that there is
this similarity hetween the thesis
and the Commintern line is not in
itse¥f a reason for rejecting it,
but nelther did we reject the
Commintern line because of its
1 source, -

'HE heart of the thesis on the

subject in question is con-
tained in the following sentences:

“In the democratic countries
".allied with the Soviet Union the
. Sacinlists can not, and shall not -
" dabotage the conduct of the war;
| any sabotage would mean sup~
. port to Hitléi” Germany and
" damage to the Soviet Union.
. Socialists shall tell the workers
: e perform their duties as sol-
.- diers, and as workers in the war
" industries,”
© oYY the beginning of the war
. the disorganized, handcuffed
" and frightened German prole-
.- tarint will not be able to show

i

Unlon than they have In defend=
ing the interests'-of their own
proletariat. They endeavor to use
the proletariat just as they will-
endeavor o use the Soviet Union
in their own interests and they
will not hesitate to intrigue, con-
spire against, and even overthrow
the Soviet government to promote
their imperialist inferests, Once
and for all it should be made
clear that the defense of the So-
viet Unlon is' a task for the in-
ternational proletariat, through
its own organizations and not

ments,

Self-Delusion
It is. also self-delusion to be-
lieve that fascism ih Germany

‘can be overthrown by the demo-

cratic bourgeoisie of some other
country, just as it-was seif-delu-
sion to rely upon “the democratic
bourgeoisle inside Germany to de-
feat fascism. The resuits in Ger-
many and Austrig are tragic me-

fortunately appears fo be still
alive, The alignments in the next |
wat will not depend upon the form
of zovernment of the countries
involved, as the thesis implies,
Democratic and fascist countries
will be pretty well mixed. Based
on present relations it is likely,
for instance, that while fascist
Italy will be ‘iIn one camp with
“democratic’ Prance, fascist Ger-
many will "be in the camp of
"democratic” England. The thesls
very conveniently neglects to dis-
cuss such a possibility, Of course
the Commintern has already pro-
vided for this by distinguishing
between “good” and. “Bad”’-fas-
cisms. But the very existence of
such a possibility. shows the un-
reality of the “realistic” thesis,
* * »

course the thesis sees this
weakness and considers the
proposed line of policy to be only
temporaxy.

“Now we are forced in- the
interests of peace to support’
the policies of these {demo-
eratic-H. Z.) governments. But .
their policy is not our policy.
'In the course of development it
may be that we will be forced

through the Imperialist govern-|

morials to this belief, which un-]|.

When the Young Democra
the Wisconsin Federation <
" convention hall, carrymg s:
tion.
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Huey Long lived as he died —
by the gun and wise-crack. :
After 17 years of cheap, rotten
volitics, Huey finally reached his
height ~— an all-powerful dicta-
torship over the state of Louisiana
-~ and died from an assassin’s
bullet. :
Huey was born in.the red clay
hills of Central louisiana seven
years before the World's Fair at
Chicago marked the turn of the
century, Raised as a devout mem-
ber of the Baptist Church, he re-
mained until his death a loyal
member of that church, despite
his political use of profanity.
Huey began his political career
at the age of 25 years, when he
was elected to fhe State Board of
Railway Commissioners in lLouisi-
ana. Brilllant in Tulane Univer-
sity, he completed a usual three-
year course in seven months and
passed a special bar examination
to become a law-partner with his
brother; with whom he was later
in his life to quarrel bitterly.

Early seeking popular issues, he
declared “war” in his early poli-
tical years asgainst Standard Oil.
Taking advantage of a Standard
squeeze which isolated and eli-
minated Independent operators,
Huey traveled through the bayous
and swampg of Louisiana demand-
ing that pipe lines be declared
common carriers, under the juris-
dletion of the railway commission.

Begins in Politics

I_Ising his office as railroad com-

missioner — equivalent to a public

- revolutionary resistance to war.

" I the International should put. |

. forih a -slogan to prevént the

war through % gencral strike,

' this slogan would never pene-

trm into Germany and would

. mever find any response. There-
fore such slogans shall not be

pat forth; If carried out only in

" democratic countries which are

against Germany the&' would
. help German fascism.”

This idea suffers from the il-
lusion that the defense of the
Soviet Union can be promoted
through supporting the military
efforts of capitalist countries
whtich are on the same side of the
Soviet Union and that the defeat
of fascism could be 'achieved
« ¢through the medium of the “dem-
ocratic” burgolsie of capitalist
countries,

© Only superticlally can it appear
that x—defense of the Soviet
Unlon can be promoted in this

manaer, Such a defense however,

is not real, it is only apparent.
Tv the: bourgoisle conducting the

to come out against these capi-
talist governments and to call
-upon the broad masses to strug-
gle against them.”

"-Note the cautiousness of the
formulation, “Why “in the course
of time” if “their policies are not
our policles?" Why not now? Why

sure of the masses?) rather than
because we are against them?
Contradicts Self

‘But these are minor con.sidera-
tions. The thesis assumes that we
¢an manouver with masses as if
they were lead soldiers-——lead them
into war, lead them out again!

the thesis which in another sec-
tton declares:

“International socialism will
be able to utilize the war for
the conquest of power and the
overthrow of capitalism only to
the degree that the masses will
be convinced that the only ones
who are gullly of the war oa-

fastrophe. are capitalism and

war -the fact that the Soviet! fascism.”
L_:Unm is' on their side is a pure: Exactly., And if we in any way

'should we fight them only when
we are “forced” to (by the preg--

That is nonsense. It contradicts

service-—-commissioner—in—many-
states -~ Huey began a clever
campaign for the “rights of the
people” against the monopolies,
In 1923 - four years after he
entered politics -—— he entered the

share in this guilt we will nevar
be able to place ourselves at the
head of the masses rebelling
against a slaughter, Only thosge
who consistently and from: the be-
ginning oppose the war will be
able fo gain the confidence of
the masses.

We are facing a more serious
situation than even in 1914, For
in 1914 at least no section of
the movement was consciously
preparing to support a war,- as
is the case at present. That is
all the more reason to have
pertect clarity in our own ranks.
It is hoped thai these prelimi-
nary remarks will serve as a
Bort of introduction to a full
discussion which the thesis de-
serves, and which will be pos-
sible only after & thorough read-

. ing and qludy of the cntlre docu-

ment.





