
S a far« la y , S e p lfe f t iS e r 1 4 , 1 9 3 5/ ^ a g e E ig h t S O C IA L IS T C A L L

UNIONS PICKET YOUNG DEMOCRATSW orld  Socia lism
A  ‘ R EA L IST IC ’ W A R  PR O G R A M

-------------------- ------- B y H E R B E R T Z A M
» |"H E B au e r-D an -Z y ro m sk i th es is o n w a r ce rta io Jy co n ta in s 

1 a m a ss o f th o n g h t-p ro v o k ln g m a te r ia l fo r a l l re v o lu tio n - 
j fe ts* I t  fu rth e r re p re se n ts a re a l e f fo r t to p o se th e p ro b le m s 
“ w h ic h S o c ia l is ts * m a y b e c o n fro n te d w ith  in  th e n e ar fu tu re . 

F o r th is rea so n it  d e se V y es th e m o st se r io u s c o n s id e ra tio n , 
re g a rd le ss o f th e a g re em en ts o r d isa g re e m en ts w e m a y h a v e
w ith  sp e c if ic se c tio n s o f  'i t . * -------------------- --— .....--------- 7

T he thesis poses the ideas that  I  inc iden t. T hey have no m ore in -  
shouJd the pro letar ia t  be unsuc- terest I n defend ing the SoW et 
cessfu i in  its efforts w preven t ^n ion  than .tney nave m  defend-* 
w ar  It  w ill  be necessary to u tilize ij^g jjjg  in terests- - o f their  ow n 

the w ar for  the purpose of over- pro letar ia t.  T hey endeavor to use 
th row ing  the cap ita list system and . the pro letar ia t  just as they w ill-  

esbah li^ iing a w orkers’ govern - endeavor to use the Soviet U n ion  
lU en t. T h is certa in ly  is a genera il- their  ow n in terests and they 

! s»tion w h ich by itself w e can all w ill  not hesita te to in tr igue, con- 
agree w ith .  T o sta te th is genera l- sp ire against, and even overth row  
iza tion , how ever, and then to lay ^^e  Sov iet governm ent to p rom ote 
dow n a line for  action dur ing^ the  im per ia list  in terests. O nce

! w ar  w h ich com p letely v itia tes th is ^nd  for  all It  should be m ade 
' in ten tion is the w orst form  of clear that the defense of the So- 
; self-decep tion . T he readers of ^nion  is a task for  the in -  

^ rn ie C A L L  know that the C om - ternatlona l pro letar ia t, through  
,*nunist In ternationa l also still ow n organ izations and not 

pays lip  servU e to th is phrase, bu t th rough the Im peria list  govern - 
■ that  specifica lly the course of ac- m ents. 
t ion ijie  C om in tern prop<^  in  

case 'o f  a w ar  in  w h irh  the Soviet 
U nion should be invo lved is d i ­
rectly in contrad iction , to th is 

sta ted aim . fact, th is is the 
new prob lem w hich has been 

ra ised in the In ternationa l  So­
cia list m ovem ent* In  connection 
w ith  w ar, and consequently , a 

thesis w h ich aim s to prov ide a 

course of action for Socia lists 
m ust m ake that course of action 

, consisten t w ith  its a im s.
'  S^e E rrors.
‘ U nfortunately, w e find  In  the 

B auer-B an-Z yrom ski thesis those 

errors 'w h ich w e have recen tly 
•r itic ieed In  the C om m un ist In ­
ternationa l attitude on w ar. T he 

m ere fact, o f course, that there is 
th is sim ilar ity  betw een the thesis 
ax id t  the C om m in tern  line is not in  
I tse^ a reason for  rejecting it,  

hu t neither d id w e reject the 
C om m in tem line because of its  

source.
Vh e heart of the thesis on the 
*  sub ject In question is con­

ta ined in  the fo llow ing sen tences:

**& i  the dem ocratic coun tr ies 
•H ied .'^ th  the Soviet U n ion the 

• Socia lists can not, and shall not 
Sabotage the conduct o f the w ar;

^ any sabotage w ou ld m ean sup- 
. port  to H itler*  G erm any and  

dam age to the Soviet U n ion .
, Seoia liste shall tell the w orkers 
; to j^erfor in  their  du ties as sol- 
. d iets, and as w orkers in  the w ar  

industries.’ *
the begim iing of the w ar  

■ the disorgan ized , handcu ffed 

and fr igh tened G erm an pro le- 
, tor ia t .w ill  not be ab le to show 

revo lu tionary  resistance to w drr~
U the In ternationa l  shou ld pu t  

. forth  a slogan to preven t the 

w ar th rough a genera l strike,. 
th is slogan w ou ld never pene­
tra te in to G erm any and w ou ld  

. never find  any response. T here­
fore such slogans shall not be 
pu t  for th;  If  oorried  ou i on ly in  

dem ocratto coun tr ies w h ich are 
ogidnst G erm any they w ou ld  
help G erm an faso ism >”

T h is Idea su ffers from  the il ­
lusion that the defense of the 

Soviet U n ion can be prom oted 

th rough supporting the rflilita ry  
efforts of cap ita list countr ies 

w hich are on the sam e side of the 
Soviet U n ion and that the defeat 
of fascism cou ld be ' ach ieved 

^ th rough  the m ed ium of the "dem ­
ocratic”  burgolsie of cap ita list " In ternationa!  socia lism w ill

A coun tries, be ab le to utilize the w ar for
O n ly  superflc laU y can it  appear the conquest of pow er and the 

that V defense of the Soviet overth row  of cap ita lism on ly to  

U nion can be prom oted in th is the degree that the m asses w ill  
m anner. Such a defense how ever, be conv inced that  the on ly ones 
is not rea l, It  is on ly apparent, w ho arc gu lU y of the w ar ca- 
T b the bourgo lste conducting the tasirophe. are eapIU lism and 
w ar the fact that the soviet I fascism .”  

jJU uhM i  Is'  on their  side is a pure: H K O ctly .  A nd if  w e in  any w ay
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W h e n th e Y o u n g D e m o c ra ts h e ld th e ir n a tio n a l c o n v e n tio n in S o c ia l is t M ilw a u k e e , 
th e W isc o n s in F e d e ra tio n o f L a b o r a n d th e F e d era te d T ra d e s C o u n c ils p ic k e te d th e 
c o n v e n tio n B a ll, c a rry in g s ig n s b e a r in g in d ic tm e n ts o f th e D e m o cra tic a d m in is tra­
t io n . . - ' ^

The Life And Death Of Huey LongSelf-D elusion
It  Is also self-delusion to be­

lieve that fascism ih G erm any 

can be overth row n by the dem o­
cratic bourgeoisie of som e other  
coun try , just as it-w as sedf-delu- 
sion to rely  upon tK r"aem ocratic  
bourgeoisie inside G erm any to de­
feat fascism . T he resu lts in  G er­
m any and A ustr ia  are trag ic  m e- 
m ,or ia ls to th is belief, w h ich un­
fortunately  appears to be still  

alive. T T ie a lignm ents in  the next 
w ar  w ill  not depend upon the fornT  

of governm ent of the coun tr ies 
invo lved , as the thesis im p lies. 
D em ocratic and fascist coun tr ies 
w ill  be pretty  w ell m ixed . B ased 

on presen t relations it  is likely ,  
fo r  instance, that w hile fascist 
I ta ly  w ill  be in one cam p w ith  

“ dem ocratic"  P rance, fascist G er­
m any w ill  'be In  the cam p of 
"dem ocratic ”  E ngland . T he thesis 
very conven ien tly neglects to d is­
cuss such a possib ility . O f course 

the C om m in tem has already pro ­
v ided for  th is by distingu ish ing 

betw een "good ”  andv “ bSaf”  -fas­
cism s. B ut the~very ex istence of, 
such a possib ility show s the un­
rea lity  of the " rea listic ”  thesis.

H uey L ong lived as he d ied — ^ 
by the gun and w ise-crack . gubernator ia l elections and w as 

A fter  17 years of cheap , rotten defeated by on ly 11,000 out of  
politics, H uey fina lly  reached h ia 230,000 votes, 
heigh t —  an all-pow erfu l d icta- H e kept up an “ open figh t ”  

to rsh ip  over the sta te o f L ou isiana against the u tilit ies,  w lfile  secretly 

— and died from  an assassin 's accep ting cam paign funds from  
bu llet. such firm s as the Southw estern

H uey w as born  in  the led clay G as and E lectr ic C om pany, w ith  

h ills of C entra l L ou isiana seven the resu lt that he w as elected 
years before the W orld 's  Fair  at G overnor o f L ou isiana in  1926 w ith  

C hicago m arked the tu rn  of the a plu ra lity  of 45,000 ovqr h is, 
cen tu ry . R aised as a devou t jnem - nearest opponen t. U sing h is ap- 
ber of the B ap tist C hurch , he re- poin tive pow er as governor, H uey 
m ained until  h is death a loya l began a house-cleaning — not 
m em ber of that church , desp ite against gm ft but against anti-  
h is politica l  use of p rofan ity. • L ong app<^ tees. Soon every ap- 

H uey began h is x>oliticaI  career poin tive office in  the state w as 
at the age of 25 years, w hen he filled  by a m an that sw ore fea lty  

w as elected to ^he State B oard o f to on ly one m an —  and that  m an 
R ailw ay C om m issioners in  L ou isi- w as H uey P ierce L ong, Jr,  

ana. B rillian t  in  T u lane U n lver-  ^ [ 5 ,, R apid
sity . he com pleted a usual th ree- then on , h is r ise w as rap id
year course in  seven m onths and _ fl„ t  as governor and then as 
pa^d  a specia l bar exam ination um ted states Senator. T hrough-  
to becom e a law -partner  w ith  h is .„u t
!!!  sides by aecusatiohs w h ich earned
m  h is life to duarrel  b itter ly . ^im  Im peachm ent tr ia ls  by h is 

Snarly seek ing popu lar  issues, he „„ „  leg isla tu re and investigation 
declared "w ar ”  in  Ins PoU ; by the U n ited States Senate. H e 
H eal yeai^ against Standard O il ^t  various tim es accused of  

advm tage of a Standard m isconduct in  pub lic, carry-  
squeese w hich iso la ted and eli- firearm s, using the m ilit ia  to  
m nated Independen t operators, subord inate civ il  au thor ity ,  m is- 
H uey traveled th io^h  the bayo® app ly ing funds, attem pted br ibery  
and sw am ps of L ou isiana dem and- and other uke not. ing that p ipe hues be declared to th fbn ited  States

the ju r is-  senate in  1931, H uey jum ped on 
d iction  of the ra ilw ay  «m m ission . the R oosevelt batidwagon , and w as 

T T.-o  , able to w ield a rem arkab le in -
U sing h is ofB ce as ra ilroad  com - auenoe at the 1932 D em ocratic 

m issioner equiva len t to a pubho nationa l conven tion . H e early saw 
sw yree oon^sS ii^ r  m m any- ■ vrtSK K’^ay R oosevelt w ou ia~^  
sta tes — H uey began a clever w ith  the m asses, and 'in  1934, he 

the " r igh ts  of the defin itely  b roke w ith  the-adm in ls- 
® f m onopollM . tra tion  in -  W ash ington to form  

.5® * ’ 1® "Share-the-W ealth "  or-
e n te re d p o lit ic s -  h e e n te re d th e g a n issa tlo n s th ro u g h o u t th e

coun try .
M eanwh ile, In  L ouisiana th rough  

h is yes-m an, G ovem br A llen , 
L ew ag w as setting h im self up as 

absolu te d icta tor  in the various 
par ishes of L ou isiana. N ot since 
1917 has a th ird  party  been al­
low ed to appear on the ballo t;  
L ong fough t the Socia list Party  at  

’ every opportun ity  for  he recog­
n ized in the Socia list Party the 

m ost dangerous opponen t to h is 
sem i-fascist theor ies o f dem agogy.

•A lthough  appearing on the floor  
of the Senate in  W ash ington as 
pro-L abor, L ong w ith ab^ lu te  

pow er in  h is hom e sta te has been 
*as reactiona i-y as T alm adge of  

as a G eorg ia . In L ou isiana, socia l 
secur ity and socia l responsib ility  
are at the low est form  and the 
sta te ranks at the bottom  of edu­
cationa l lists.

M ore  than 100,000 fam ilies have 
been i-em oved from  relief ro lls m

t

L ou isiana during  Ihe past year 
w ith  no increase in  em ploym ent 
C hild  labor  still  ex ists in  the sta te 

and there is no unenupldym ent in -  
O ld-age pensions ar«  

a farce. In  com m on w ith  other  

sou thern sta tes, N egroes w ork  ^  
a “ lesser race”  and L ong has con­
sisten tly refused to sp<m sor any 
an ti-lynch ing  leg isla tion .

E ar ly  th is m onth w hen N orm an  
T hom as, prom inen t Socia list, an­
nounced an “ invasion”  of L ou isi- . 
ana to te ll  the peop le o f ttia t  sta te 

of the dangero i^ tendencies that  

L ong represen ted , he w as m et by  
L ong’s sneer that  "perhaps R oose­
velt had sent h im .”  T hom as re­
p lied that he w as as eager te h it  
PD . as he w as to “ defla te”  L ong  

—  but the K ingfish  issued orders 

and the arrangem ents com m ittee 
fo r  the sou thern tour  d iscovered 
that  every sound truck  ow n« had 
been ordered to  bew are o f T hom asi

T hom as had prev iously m et 
L ong in  a debate in N ew York 
C ity  w h ich had ended , accord ing 

to popu lar  app lause, in  v ictory  fW  
the Socia list.

L ong 's last act w as typ ica l of 
h is en tire career —  for  he last h it  

the head lines w h ile indu lg ing  id  ' 
a Senate filibuster  that den ied id  
the W hite H ouse any appropr ia ­
tions for  relief funds. R etu rn ing  

to B aton R ouge, he im m ed iately  
sum m oned “ h^ ”  leg isla tu re in td  
session to pa^ any num ber of 
acts w h ich declared C ongyessionat 
law s ” uncnns{:!t.n f.iflT iarV  __

W hile at the cap ita l, he w as 
m et V  D r. C arl  A . W eiss, physi­
c ian and L ong-hater, w ho declar- 
f?**d  "^^^  has been too L ong,**

W eiss w as im m ed iately k illed  by  
L ong 's 'bodyguard .

su ranoe.

f

(Fw eakness and considers the 

proposed line of po licy to be on ly  
tem pora i’ y .

“ N ew w e are forced In . the^  
in terests of peace to support*  

the polic ies of these (dem o- 
cratic-H . Z .) governm en isv B ut  
their  policy is not our  policy . 
In  the course of developm ent it  
m ay be that w e w ill  be forced 

to com e ou t against these cap i- 
ts4 ist governm ents and to call 
upon the b road m asses to strug­
g le against them .”

N ote the cautiousness of the 
fo rm u lation .  “ W hy  “ in  the course 
of tim e”  if  " their  po lic ies are not 
our  po lic ies?”  W hy  not now ? W hy  

shou ld w e figh t  them on ly w hen

course the thesis sees th is

the fata l shots in to L ongv

share in  th is gu ilt  w e w ill  never 
be ab le to p lace ourselves at the 

w e are " forced ”  to (by the pres-jhead of the m asses rebelling  
sure of the m asses?) rather  than against a slaugh ter, 
because w e are against them ?

C optrad ic is Self 
B ut these are m inor  considera­

tions. T he thesis assum es that w e 
can m aneuver w ith  m asses as if  
they w ere lead  so ld iers— lead them  

in to w ar. lead them out again !
T hat is nonsense. It  con tm dlcts 

the thesis w h ich in  another sec­
tion  declares:

E ducaiion D rive  

For  D ress L ab«rf
n e w Y O RK — T he N ew Y ork  

loca ls of the In ternationa l  L ad ies’  

G arm ent W orkers U nion hav'C  

fo rm ed a cam paign com m ittee to  

carry  th rough a w orkers' educa- 
t iou  dr ive dur ing  Septem ber w ith  

the a im  of starting  300 classes ih  
the first  w eek of O ctober.

D uring  the sum m er, in  add ition  
to labor sport activ ities, th^  

IL G W U  education departm ent 
m ain ta ined tw o classes dealing 
w ith  the un ion ’s h istory , fou r  d ra ­
m atics groups and one 
chora l group, and four  tra inhffe-  

fo r-trade-un ion-serv ice iiistit ittet  

W ith  X j5  studen ts.

O nly  those 
w ho conslsien tly and from  the be­
g inn ing oppose the w ar w ill  be 

ab le to gain the confidence of 
the m asses.

W e arc facing a m ore ser ious 
situation than even in  1914. For  

in  1914 at least no section of 
the m ovem ent w as consciously 
prepar ing to support a w ar,- as 
Is the case at presen t. T hat is 

all the m ore reason to have 
perfect c lar ity  In  our  ow n ranks. 
I t  is hoped that these prelim i ­
nary rem arks w ill  serve 
^ r i  of in troduction  to a fu ll  

d iscussion w h ich the thesis de­
serves, and w h ich w ill  be pos­
sib le on ly a fter  a thorough read­
ing and study of the en tire docu­
m ent*




