World Socialism

. TRADE UNON UNITY IN FRANCE
By HERBERT ZiAM

Afer considerable preliminary wnrk which successfully sur-
mounted the difficultics of many years’ standing. a umtcd trade
union movement has finally emerged in France,

Unity was achieved at the Unity?

Congresd, held in Toulous March
‘-8, Actually, this Congress only
ratified the unity which had al-
ready been largely achieved
through the amalgamation of the
national ard local unions. Accord-
ing to the rules of the old CGT
{General Confederation of Labor),
twhich were used for orgasizing
the Congress, representation was
from . local organizations rather
than from: national unions which
had only fraternal delegales. Thus
rank and file expression and a cer-
_tain proportional representation

,vas assured. - There were present |

11 709 voting delegates represent-
dng 3,680 branches, - They had a
jdotal of 7,926 votes. The main
questions which ‘confronted the
"Unitv Congress were:
i’ Structure: By a vote of 5,700
2,627 branches) to 2,609 (1,112
tibranches} ang 141 abstentions (51
tibranches) the old structure of the
CGT, which is federalist, giving
rconsiderable autonomy to the local

«and npational uniong, was adopted |

and the Communist-controlied
:CGTU’s proposal for a centralized
"oro'anization was rejected.

i Politieal’ Relations; There was
:no disagreement on the prificiple
of the complete independence  of

e trade unions from all political
_ Egparties. But there was a long and’
- theated "discussion over the appli-
cation of this principle, The old
LGT elements proposed that no
- Hfunctlionary of the trade uniond
may be a member of the leading
Mbody of any pohti(.a.l ‘party or a
member of parliament, and this
'was finally carried by a vote of
W3, 508 (2,569 branches)  to: 2,411
(1,031 braanches} and 132 absten-
Rions (41 branches.)

B International Relations: The for-
;mer CGTU elements proposed that
the united ‘organization be affil-
fated with neither trade umion in-

ernational, but maintain relations
avith both for the purpdse of bring-

- 4ng about irade union unity on a

Hnternat.aonal scale. The CGT

]group favored affiliation to the In-
ternational - Federation of the
MMrade Unions (Amsterdam) and
this point of view carried by 5,463

votes (2,566 branches) to 2,513
#(1,061 branches) and 243

.branches) abstentions., -

! People’s Front and Labor I’lan.
There was a long discussion over
tho guestion of the need of the
dtrade union movement for a pro-
gram of its own., The CGTU ele-
ments placed their main emphasis
on the endorsement of the-People's
:Front program and adherence to
Jthat body. The majority ¢f the
idelegates felt, however, that this
,mfogram was only a sort of elec-
‘tion program; embodying only the
minimum ¢emands of the support-
ers of democracy and of the re-
. public. It was therefore import-
ant in the fight against fascism
and for democracy, but could net
2eplace labor's owil  program.
Therefore, while the Congress re-
afirmed the adherence of the trade
unions to the People's Front, it
also adopled the Labor Plan, sub-
mitled Dy the former CGT group.
In this connection, the Congress

unanimously (ineluding the com-

‘munists: voted to continie partici-
pation  in such  bodies as  the
League of Natons and tiw Intoer-
mational Labor Othice, Tt dechure.
that such pulicination did not
vvn&«t:tnfv class coflabration “it »
“akes place on the hisis of e

cn-nyuz.diul and upier ~the
gtant napervision ol the

—
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Unions in the defence of the gen-
eral interests of the workers
against the privileges 01‘ high fi-
nanece.”
li}xerut-lve Electt'ﬁ

The Nutional Council which met
immediately after the close of the
Congress, eclected the following
Fixecutive: Jouhaux, Belin, Bother-
eau, Bouyer, Buisson, Frachon and
Bacamond. The Ilatter two are
from the old CGTU and the rest
from the old CGT. Jouhaux was
unanimously elected General Sec-
retary.

Commenting on the Congress,
representatives of both  sides
agreed that in gpite of some seri-
ous differences and debates, the
general atmosphere at the Con-
gress was one of great friendliness
and an evident desire to work for
unity. The unification of the trade
unions will undoubtedly prove a
great stimulus to the development
of further labor unity, nationally
and internationally. '

Labor Activitics
In British Guiana-
The Annual Report of the

‘British Guiana Labor Union, pre-

sented to a recent meeting of the
Union by Hubert Critchlow, "Gen-
cral Secretary, outilines the work
of the organization during. 1935,
and reveals somhe of the difficplties
that haye bheen encountered.

is an organization of colored
workers in this South American
colony. It carries on both indus-
trial and political activities, and
though it only possesses a few
hundred members it contrives to
hold aloft the banner of labor and
to secure improvements for the
workers. In the face of the most
disheartening difficulties the or-
ganization has held together
throughout the yeaxs of the crisis,
and it has just celebrated its 17th
anniversary.

.. Ban Revoked
During 1935 action was taken
to ‘bring the .conditions . of _the
workers in the colony to the no-
tice of the Government, A depu-
tation from the Union intervicewed
the - Colonial Secretary on bebalf
nf the unemployed.women, and the

were forwarded to* the Governor

. Thé-British Guiana Labor Union |

question of the han placed by, the
Government on labor demonstra-
tions in August, 1833 wag brought
to the attention of the Legislative |
Council. ‘This ban was shortly |,
afterwards revoked, . |

When the new Goverpor arrived |
in the colony the opporiunity was
taken to call on him and to ask
him to introduce or support fur:
ther legislation, including a Min~
imum Wage Bill, an unemployment }
insurance schcme, an old age pen-
glon schems, raising of the school-
leaving age, universal suffrage
and National Health Insurance. A
Workmen's Compengation Act
came into force -on October 1st.
The demands piat forward at the
usual May Day .demonstration

and were subsequently discussed
at a Conference helween repre-
gentatives of the Government and
of the Union., RS

‘The question of Ethiopia orcu-
pied a good deal of the attention )
of the Union, and.various demon-
strations  were held during the
year to protest against the actmn
of Fascist Italy. :

—

Plowed Under Tin
Raises Food Cost

- WASHINGTON--Liberty Lesag-
uers have joined Roosevelt in plow- |
ing under surplus products in order
to raise prices, and as a resilt,
the price of canned foods has been
jacked up for the consumer,

Fifteen steel companies, includ-
ing Weirton, Bethlehem and Jones
& Loughlin have been charged by
the Federal Trade. Commission
with ;mgaging in a consgpiracy to
raise” the price of tin cans by
destroymg huge guantities of tin
plate. |

Because of the difficulty of con- |
trolling production on specific
orders, these corporatxons always
have a certain amount of “over-
run” which is perfectly good tin
plate, bul which is not needed to |
fill that particulay order. So as
to be able to hoost their contract
prices, the tin plate producers are
chargéd with making an agree-
ment to destroy all “over-run” or
sell it at & loss in foreign coun-
tries.

In some cases, the excess tin
plate i deliberately cut into small
picces and sold ag waste- to junk
dealers.

Several officials of these steel
companies are on record against
Roosevelt because his ‘‘crop de-
struction program violates ‘the
laws of God and man. "
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“*Muatual Aid is the only kind that’s
vou may need aid tomorrow—you ney¢
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