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"World Socialism
CRISIS IN PEOPLE'S FRONT
By HERBKRT ZAM

I the i’eoyie s I ront in France nr~‘amzz’f un?

Tave 'uowmefl an internal crisis m thae awvemei,

That s tirg ques-
' of rooent develonments which

decisions oi
toe

In carry.ng out the
the National Conference of

French Socialist Party, Vmeentt gram of
Auriol, its Secretary, sent a com-

munication to Radical Parlismen-
tary fraction asking that 2 int ]

election program be drawn up as’

a condition for agresment on £om-
mon candidates on the second bal-)
0% in the coming elections.

The Radicals decided not to
reply to this letter. Imstead, a
resolution was adopted to the ef-
fect that the Radical Party should
participate in .the elections with
_it.s own program and candidates,

¥.out regard to the program of
t.he People's ¥ront. The guestion
as to which candidate should bz
supported on the second ballot
was left to the- &oca! organization
to decide.

Radicals’ Action -
Close to Beiraval

% Cousiderable i.ndlgnabon ‘exists:
in the ranks of the parHes of the
People's Front at this act of the
' Radicals, which is lJooked upon as
close to betrsyal. The Socialist
Parliamentary fraction—~expressed
' jtg° extreme dissatisfaction with
this decision. It reiterated its de-
cision w support on the secomrd
‘ballot only those candidates who
expressed themselves in favor of
a minimum program on the first
ballot.
In effect, this decision” means
‘that unless the Radicals chauoge
- their decision and come around to
+the point of view of the Socialists,
they will not obtain any Socialist
support on the second ballot even
un those districts where their can-
tes were first among the par—
lof the Peoples Front.

~Action Not
Unexpected

This action by the Radicals is
not unexpected to those who. bave
been citically following develop-
ments "in the ¥reach movement.
This column pointed out some
weeks ago that the position of the
Radicals on the guestion of pro-
portional represeantation meant
that they were preparing {o make
deals ~with reactionary parties in
numerous districts, in accordance
with their traditional procedure.
Their present decision simply
bears out this interpretation. Thus
the Radicalys want to have an elec-
tion+-alliance with the working
class parties in the industrial
areas and with the reactionary
parties in the backward areas.

This development may easily
lead to the breaking up of the
People's Front, for it is the ad-

08:;5&05.5—11& was the electoral pro-
the Radicals, Having ob-
tained everything ttey could out
of it. the Radicals are niyw pre-
paring %0 abandon the People's
Front entirely. Ereon if some port
of compromiss is reached over the
present differences, there can be
no doubt that the Peopie’s Front
14 headed for disintegration.

Concessions of

Limited Character

Does this mean that the work-
ing class organizations cannot,
under certain conditions collabo-
rate with organizations of the
middle‘class? Not at all. It sim-
ply means  that collaboration on
the lines of the People's Front
should be shunned. In auny alii-
ance with non-proletarian ele-
ments, the hegemony must always
be ini the hands of the proletariat.
Concessions made to the petly
bourgeoisie must be limited z.n
character, not in conflict with th,e]
interests of the workers and aimed |
at developing the petty bourgeois |
maxsses toward a Sscm.list point of.
view. N H )

Alliances with such pov.erful'
movements as tiae Radical Party,
which is by no means entirely
petty bourgeois, or even dominated
by the petty bourgeois, must be
extremely temporary, and instead
of msXing constant concessions to
them,. they must be under constant

‘pressure from the proletariat, so

as to push their following in a
revolntiénary dmecbon,

ot }
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. Shiime Mu-ches Oon!

The Socialist “Shitime” is grow-
ing more matura as the- Jewxsh
spokesman of revolutionary So-
cialism with every issue. The
April number is rich in material
and deserves the widest possible
circulation. Among the artxcles
mcluded are:

1. *Power of Forward Shal-
tered," an .editorial on the re-
sults of the primaries, ‘

2. “What the Forward Failed
to Say.” ,

3. Articles by Kantorovxf.ch on
“Norman Thomas and the ‘Day’’
and "The mtskyxtes and the So-
cialist Party.”

4. “The Peoples Front and Pro.
letarian Unity” by Kaplan.

5. “On the Polish - Pogroms" b3
Feinerman. -

6. “The Farband and its mem
bership Campaign” by Sobotko.

7. “A Review of the Trad
Umons" {monthly feature:., ..

. “A Wonderful Gift (The -at
t:tude of the communists toward

herence ~ of the Radicala which
maises it a People's Front, Other-
wisge it would be a'workers' front.
Tt further démonstrates,the fai-
lacy of trying to win over the
petty bourgeoisie by making con-
stant concessions to them. The
- parties of the People’s Front had
made so many concessions to.the
sRadicals that when the program
was finally, adopted, it consisted

Socialists in Russia and abroad:.

9. "International Review'
(monthly featurer.

10, Review of the party activ
ities.

‘The management of the Socia
ist “Shtime” reguests all branc
organizers to pay promptly fc
all copies of the last issue. Fund
are needed. Ali financial contr
butions will be greatly appre

almost exclusively of these con-

ciated.






