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UNIONISM IN .AUSTRIA
By HERBERT ZAM

I recent mass trial of Socialists, trade muomats and Come
munists in Austria has once morce emphawzed the oft for gote

ten_fact that the labor movement in Austria is still alive and active,
in spite of two years of con-
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tinual persecution by the Heim- dissolved the free trade unions,
weby fasecist regime, It is this, | ghich had over 600,000 members,
more than anything else, which|the highest proportion of trade
accounts fqr the relatively mild|yunion members in comparison to
sentences imposed upon the work-|population in any country. The
ers on trial, The stubborn re-|government proceeded to set up
sistance the workers put Uuplits own trade union movement,
against the fascist coup has made | ynder the name of “Unified Tradé’
g .
possible the maintenance, not|{Unions” (UU).
only of the morale of the work-{ my.q0 were not only given a
ers, but of their organizalions{j..q; monopoly in the trade union
as_well. v . |sphere, but also received all the
Recent reporis f.':;om_ Austria funds, buildings, institutions and
show that the trade union move-|,...qrdg of the free trade unions
ment, in spite .of the difficullies which - were confiscated by the
|in its way, is still a power. There government, The officials of thesa
|are two trade union movements|,niong were chosen by the gove
—-one serving the workers and|..nment and every support was -
one serving the government. rendered them.
After, the February, 1934‘; The Austrian workers, howa
> - ist overnmen
events, the fascist gove ever, refused to support these
K government unions. By secret
leaflet and meeting, and from
Walter Drard ) 13 mouth to mouth, the word went
alter DeRriNg ......couiciaiines Y
Adolphine Murahainen ............ §|out to :boycott them. '[‘J'p to date,
TOTAL .5 |'mo- more +than one-third of the
Temtereermsnneeaee former trade unionists have been
EW YORK CITY" ; ; ig i
O GURTE  vvnrvsnnsesansoneenens. 2727 | IRAuced into the UU. This is irus
Old Guard ..ii....ceeeieeeeeneene 339 in spite of a vigorous campailgn
agsinst workers who refuse to
E NEW YORK CITY .| join. Individual workers are dis-
unty and Assembly Districts missed from their © jobs, -while
- T e . yet employers whose workers. fail to
Vel Loug uard IR join 'the UU very frequently have
e xany 1 Philip Kottler ..., 0ue0 1 .
NOPOIEE | Eliz. Jacobsenn ....oves T their contracts cancelled. K
Cerera (;i Charles Wubuz P &7 The UU has another weapon te
e 4 - et use against stubborn workers -
seere 3 Grace Croyle ......... 8 [the pension funds,9 These were
ga c 4 Axel a4 seized from the old unions, whose
vashae 8 ra Xelson .o
18 Tea Taplor —anw.iill 10 |Mmembers had been paying into
e 12 Angelo. Cairope : 3 them for many years, for unem-
I byt ervnrees
5 Jotn Gmht‘.p.......... & | ployment, .gickness and old age,
10 Plerre de N6 ..c.coc. 1| Tp order to'be able to draw from
R 3 Angelo Gordaro ... 30 these funds, a Wworker must now
v e 9. 82 ANUACLSON +sacvven ! -
vesase 11 ‘Isldor- Beckman ...... 2% ‘?e a m‘,ambe]' O.f the UU, and
ceerns. :g gharles }1{1 Rotlh‘ :3 Jnany workers, with no other pos-
e 21 Matthow . Rosen ..., - 43 | Sible -income, are compelled by
sorees 18 ;gg‘lfSMBnélc‘:;ggl ereer 3D starvafion to join the UU. Thus, "
50 0 Norman s Porger -0 1|one-quarter of the fotal member-
ceeese D Morris Stelnberg ...... . 3| ghip of the UU draws pensions
P Eaxl Bloominézdale ceee 2 of one kind or another. Many
S &E“’s‘}&%‘:ﬂi rlymm 2 of t’t.h’e workers inside the UU ta:je
John ckel oovevae sive, bu arr nactive
) Robert Waide ...‘...:. 5 | RO passive, ?’ carry onac
Ig. Chimi'les F{;’ﬁi‘d gt 1§ oppositional work and mamtam
Willlam OIf 4eres
RSP RS Gaestty .111i pajcontact  with  the frée “trade
srsasa 12 James Sullvan <....v. 9 { unioNs.
3; grurney Peék jaaraaias %é
vetuwaw : artin T. Coo coree
s (Na Candidates Illﬁgal Unlonh » ]
peees 8 Ciifford Wagoner ... 2 Function ACtIV("lY
cevess 20 Alfred Hyde ........ ige
0ttt In . Newton R. Jones ... 13 The free tradg unions, dis
RETSER | Butler ........ sveeers. 8] solved by the fascist government,
.::.‘.- g g{m:k Schauble .vese 13 did not BO out of existence, bl}t
inton Parsons ....ee in X348 oaN.
13 Clinton Parsons ...... 1911 stf_:ad becax_ne an' fllegal organ-
e ization. All™ efforts of the gov-
M : ' :
. CWiliam DAragh wsese (M ernment have failed to liguidate
Chees (1! ‘garmon ROMENG asaes ;4 them. In 1935 a secret circular
Ftr,;;dﬂrrl?“\}:)xfﬁé':::::: s | by the ]‘Z)epartment_..of P’ublﬁc
vivees @ Hevrman obbe ' s Safety estimated the membership
e 14 \ in these unions at 300,000.
o George I, Bmssard”.. 5 Ahti-gpven}ment leaﬁe_ts' are
Gn .. 18 Chatles Noonan ...... 20| circulated . secretly, bringing to
2] Herbert MerrHl Kk I I iy : -g g«
POMTORIE Leonard Mlilier ....... 1l iight the intolerable condlhOl?S
. 0. E Weadgewood ... 3]under which the workers toil
Otlo F. VIETa .ouv 1o 8 One of the main objectives of the
L. A Jackson ....eee 2 i i 3
P Dantel Hinckley ...... (D) unions is to expose tFe UU. as
voees 12 wmn, ?rcusnce '19'4 an agency of the fascist regime,
Bors Fopslsgt ., ..., ’
cietenn 2 Robert L. Comptun ‘ 3 used o.my to 'prevent. the wqr}:ers
oreves . D Swum o | from improving their conditions.
enbeese K TVEV T 1103t L 94 s
eenese 12 J\:lhn‘!"i S‘;:llzvnu .." "% | The trade unions realize that con-
tesanvae 1 Bessie L. Burke ...... 4 iti Bel
e L ke o0 2 ditions cannot be beltered so lc?ng'
e g . Haﬁr&' Padis .......r. 28|88 the present regime is in power,
Ve 3 Sellay - ... .. cadtaanan 31 an v -
______ 3 Siverbers . oeitiilt 3 and they are constantly strug
an ... ‘.}!l{ s . gling for the overthrow of the
- n;,‘;:. Marshall '_"“."“ 1 | present fascist regime and the
Harry Moses .......00 - 1 !restoration of democratic rights
.o Kt '"Old Guard. ... ..aupuure  TT9 .
BEEIE Old Guard ... .iiitit, g0y | TOT the workers.
SOCIALIST PARTY ... iliililiii, 771 The  illegal  unions —are, of
QLD GUARD oovenvvanavasaesnsinine 5ldogurge, subject o continual per-
.;,;1 g:l‘:;,\::p" ..... N Z; secution, and any one even Sus-
Mo Cmdidar eervd It L | pected of being a member is sub-
Toinl ... . . ‘4 | dect to a longprison. term O
N PEUNAYY ceaneveareinnneervanvansions confinement in a concentration
Total L eieiiia. eeeioriii 130 {camp. Recently the leader of the
:‘;:::‘;; s.n'.'."li:':hn.:;&n O lumber workers, Holovaty, was
. e e the SOUTALIST PARIY has
1e n\g'n;lm‘ Tp thh 4 vas i wirrs thved a | sentenced ts . ten years penal
LA servitwde for “conspicing” to o
ganize the lumber worke:s inid
a - genuine ie unmivn, In spe
(\(1 lltllll(‘ e e trade univ l'
[jot lhebo persecutions,.the strugsse
we ette 4 e te Sehwady Berde- (Jof the Austrian workers s bheind
w Jept alive, new Iotcees are CoBe
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